
The Gift of Life 
by Martha Gershun

Last year, 17,570 people in the U.S. donated 
organs in the hope of saving someone else’s life. 
Two-thirds of those donors were deceased, and 
many were able to provide multiple organs to 
save multiple lives. The other third—6,849 
donors—were living. Most living donors are rel-
atives, co-workers, or friends of their recipients, 
but 10% have no previous relationship. I am one 
of those people.

On September 28, 2018, I donated a kidney at 
the Mayo Clinic to Deb Porter Gill, a former 
Beth Torah member who now lives in Florida. 
Deb and I did not know each other before this 
miraculous journey brought us together. But 
donating one of my kidneys to help her live was 
one of the most profoundly meaningful experi-
ences of my life.

I first read about Deb’s need for a kidney in the 
Kansas City Jewish Chronicle in December 2017. 
Barb Bayer, Chronicle Editor and Beth Torah 
member, wrote the front page story, headlined: 
“Giving of oneself: Member of the Kansas City 
Jewish Community in search of a new kidney.” 
Deb’s story called to me. She was 56, just five 
years younger than me. While she had moved to 
Florida, her parents and siblings still lived here. 
She had raised two daughters in the Beth Torah 
Religious and Hebrew Schools that our son 
and daughter had also attended. As an attorney, 
she had prosecuted child sex crimes in Jackson 
County, where I had worked advocating for 
abused and neglected children. Though we had 
never met, our paths had probably crossed many 
times over the years.

In 1999 Deb had received a kidney/pancreas 
transplant from a deceased donor, a 42-year-old 
woman who died in a car accident. Now, that

donated 
kidney was 
failing. I 
had read 
about peo-
ple in need 
of kidneys 
before, 
on social 
media and 
once in the 
Chronicle. 
Each time 
I thought: 
“I hope someone helps.” But this time I won-
dered if that someone could be me.

Eight months before, I had retired from Jackson 
County CASA. My husband, Don Goldman, 
was firmly established running Jewish Family 
Services (JFS), where he had worked for more 
than a decade. Our children, Nathan and Sarah 
Goldman, had both graduated from college and 
were doing well. And sadly, my mom, the last of 
our parents, had died, leaving Don and me with 
no older adults who needed care. For the first 
time in my life, I had no other obligations. 

I made the call to Mayo to see if I could be a 
living donor.

After a series of blood tests we got the news: 
while the odds were 1 in 100,000 that two 
unrelated people will be compatible for organ 
transplantation, Deb and I were a match! Two 
months later, after rigorous medical and psycho-
logical testing, Mayo agreed I was healthy and 
sane enough to donate my kidney.

We have just returned from my five-month 
follow-up at Mayo. My remaining kidney has 
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Rabbi Cattapan thanks 
everyone for their 
healing prayers as well 
as their cards, texts and 
emails. His knowledge 
that everything is being 
taken care of by the 
Beth Torah lay and 
professional leadership is 
allowing him to recover 
from his pneumonia, and 
he is looking forward to 
seeing everyone soon at 
Beth Torah.

https://bit.ly/2vbY25M


Congregation Beth Torah | 2

Our Pillars
We are a vibrant, modern 

Reform Jewish congregation 
where everyone matters.

Congregation Beth Torah:
Embraces Energizes
Illuminates Inspires
Responds Connects 

FOR MORE INFORMATION
Phone: 913-498-2212

Fax: 913-498-1071
6100 West 127th Street

Overland Park, KS 66209
Email: info@beth-torah.org

Website: beth-torah.org
Facebook:

facebook.com/CongregationBethTorah

OFFICERS
President .................................................... Barry Katz
First Vice President ................................. SueAnn Strom
Vice President ............................................ Boyd Bolter
Vice President ..........................................Brandi Fisher
Secretary ................................................ Genna Stowe
Treasurer ................................................ Howard Pitler

BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
Jeff Antoniewicz 
Miccole Bowen

June Crane
Todd Davisson
Scott Franklin
Mike Ginsberg

Jo-Ann Harris 
Amy Kane

Stan Osman 
Stephen Steigman

Nick Toniazzo
Zach Zwibelman

BTTY Co-Presidents.....................Sam Fine & Max Gates
Immediate Past President ...................... Linda Zappulla

STAFF 
Senior Rabbi ...............................Rabbi Javier Cattapan
Founding Rabbi .............Rabbi Mark Levin, D.D., D.H.L.
Director of Operations ............................... Laura Intfen
Director of Finance ..................................... Tara Hyder
Director of Lifelong Learning .... Rabbi Monica Kleinman
Office Manager .................................Alyssa Schildhorn
Administrative Assistant ........................ Sharon Altman
Bookkeeper.............................................. Barbara Kitt 
Administrative Assistant ...........................Rachel Bolter 
Choir Director ....................................... Carmen Dieker
Tekiah Editor ............................................ Laura Bolter

As we Count the Omer from the 2nd night of Passover until Shavuot, 
Lag B’Omer stands out as a special day when we are 

encouraged to celebrate, specifically by getting haircuts, 
lighting bonfires, and holding WEDDINGS! 

Join us as we observe two out of these three traditions. 

Saturday, May 25th  
Beth Torah Lag B’Omer Celebration!

All activities rain or shine.
6:00 p.m. | Picnic 

Bring your own or purchase your dinner 
from the Two Guys and A Grill truck that will be here.

7:30 p.m. | Havdalah

8:00 p.m. | WEDDING! 
Be a witness as our members Julie Kaplan and Alisa Kartch stand under 

the chuppah in our sanctuary and recite the traditional vows of love.

After the wedding it’s time to celebrate with Israeli dancing, some marshmallow 
roasting at our bonfire pit, balloon art, and, of course, Gaga in our pit. 

Please let us know if you are coming to join us at lintfen@beth-torah.org. 

taken over for the kidney I gave away, 
and my overall health is great. In fact, one 
of the medical techs joked that my test re-
sults were so strong I could donate again 
if I wanted to!

Most importantly, I will always know that 

I did everything I could to help save a life.

Every day in America 20 people die wait-
ing for an organ. At the same time, only 
54% of eligible adults are registered organ 
donors. You can register to become an 
organ donor at www.organdonor.gov. 

Give life. L’chaim!

Continued from page 1

Blood Drive
Wednesday, May 8th 

2:30 to 6:30 p.m.
Book your appointment today 
at savealifenow.org and enter 

Sponsor Code: BethTorah
 

YOUR DONATION MATTERS!

Beth Torah 
Summer Office 

Hours
Please note a change in the 

days and hours that our 
office is open from 

June 3rd-August 26th:
Monday: Office Closed

Tuesday, Wednesday 
and Thursday: 

9:00 a.m.–6:00 p.m.

Friday: 
9:00 a.m.–3:00 p.m.

mailto:info%40beth-torah.org?subject=
http://beth-torah.org
http://facebook.com/CongregationBethTorah
mailto:lintfen%40beth-torah.org?subject=
http://www.organdonor.gov
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“This is my last 
Tekiah column 
as president of 
Congregation 
Beth Torah.” I 
first wrote those 
now inaccurate 

words in May of 2002; and I now get to 
repeat them as I close out my second time 
around as president. Next month you’ll 
be hearing from our new president, Scott 
Franklin. I look forward to the new ener-
gy and different perspective that he will 
bring to the job. 

When I became president two years ago, 
some of you expressed surprise (along 
with appreciation) that I would serve as 
president a second time. The reason, quite 
simply, is that I was asked. I didn’t say 
“yes” right away; but I instantly knew that 
my love of Beth Torah and appreciation 
for those leaders who came before me 
would not allow me to say “no.” 

I also knew that I wouldn’t be doing this 
job by myself—that there would be plenty 

of help and support from our staff, my 
fellow Board members and other volun-
teers from the congregation at large. It is 
extremely gratifying to work with good, 
smart people toward the common goal of 
moving this congregation forward. I feel 
very fortunate that I had the opportunity 
to do so as president; and I look forward 
to continuing to serve as Immediate Past 
President. I hope I can be as helpful to 
Scott as Linda Zappulla has been to me. 
Linda’s sympathetic ear, sound advice 
and helping hand have been invaluable in 
guiding me through the variety of issues 
that have come up along the way. 

At various times throughout the last two 
years, I have been plagued with the nag-
ging feeling that there were things I could 
have done better and more things I should 
have been doing. But now, as I move on 
to being Past President, I am satisfied that 
I did as much as I could as well as I could. 
I am hopeful that my efforts and commit-
ment to Beth Torah will inspire others to 
follow suit in their own way. 

Barry Katz, President
bkatz12306@gmail.comPresident’s Corner

Congregation 
Beth Torah 

Annual Meeting
Sunday, May 5th 

10:15 a.m. 
in the sanctuary

If you are unable to attend 
please click here for proxy 

instructions: 
https://bit.ly/2GHcpEe.

Timeline of the day:
9:00 a.m.

Bagel breakfast and community 
time (wear your nametags please)

9:30 a.m.
T’filah in the sanctuary

10:00 a.m.
Mourner’s Kaddish in the 

Memorial Room 
10:15 a.m.

Annual meeting in the sanctuary 

Ethical Food Team 
Update

The Ethical Food Committee has been hard at 
work this month. Last month you got to see 
some of the changes on the food side of their 
efforts. Don Goldman is the Chair Person for 

the wide reaching committee and this month committee members Amy 
Franklin and Ann Elyachar have been busy overseeing our Kiddush cup 
composting calamity and Cindy Shames has orchestrated a grant from the 
city to provide us recycling containers.

If you remember correctly, our first round of compostable Kiddush cups 
started composting before we used them. Ever hopeful, we have ordered 
a new batch and will be using them for the juice when we say Kiddush 
together every week. For the wine, Ann and Amy have set us up with glass 
shot glasses and we will be using and reusing them weekly. Cindy’s work 
has landed us new bright blue recycling bins for the office and classrooms, 
plus a separating container to keep in the back to make it easier for us to 
keep our plastic separated from our paper and cardboard. Thanks team, for 
working to keep us gentler on the earth!

CONGREGATION BETH TORAH
ETHICAL FOOD TEAM Coupons for Vets

Keep ’em coming! Our wonderful 
chairperson for the Social Action Com-
mittee’s Coupons for Vets Project, Sheila 
Goldberg, has submitted coupons worth 
over $14,000 so far. Look at all the help 
our CBT community has been able to 
provide to our military families.

There is a box in the office for you to put 
the coupons from your Sunday paper or 
magazines. You don’t have to cut them 
out! If you are able to help Sheila tally 
and mail the coupons, please contact her 
at SGoldberg2@kc.rr.com.

mailto:bkatz12306%40gmail.com?subject=
https://bit.ly/2GHcpEe
mailto:SGoldberg2%40kc.rr.com?subject=
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“When two human beings engage each 
other in a face-to-face encounter, rela-
tionship exists in the between. It is in that 
space that relationship can turn into ‘en-
gagement.’ The goal of Relational Judaism 
is to foster the relationships that will bring 
people into deep, lasting engagement with 
the Jewish experience.’’ From Relational 
Judaism, Using the Power of Relationships 
to Transform the Jewish Community by Dr. 
Ron Wolfson. 

Dr. Ron Wolfson came to share stories, 
ideas and community with us in Decem-
ber. In a session with Beth Torah’s lay 
leadership he shared the nine levels of rela-
tionships. He explained that relationships 
are formed by what happens between, or 
in the connection. The Hebrew term for 
this space is bayn. As there are now nine 
months until High Holy Days, and nine 
levels of relationships, I would like to share 
with you all, over the next nine months, 
the bayns of our existence. Look for more 
information about Relational Judaism at 
Beth Torah during the High Holy Days of 
2019, but in the meantime, you can look 
to this space to put Dr. Wolfson’s teachings 
into your Beth Torah life. 

The Fifth Level: 
Bayn Adam l’kehillah—Community 
How fortunate to be writing this Tekiah 
article the day after our Beth Torah Bash. 

We gathered last night, the volunteers, 
the workers, the leaders, the dancers, the 
shoppers, the shmoozers, the eaters, the 
laughers, the connectors…. the commu-
nity. We had fun. It was great. It is a part 
of our being that we forget sometimes. 
The fun side. The parody that Estelle 
Edelbaum and Vic Finkelstein penned 
and presented reminds us that we enjoy 
abundant opportunities to do tikkun 
olam, adult education, and worship. Our 
Weiner Religious School is engaging and 
offers lessons on Jewish living on so many 
levels. Our music is joyous and spiritual 
and our programming experiential. It was 
great to get together and spend quali-
ty, fun time just enjoying each other’s 
company. It was Relational Judaism at 
Beth Torah’s best. It was our own Kehillah 
Kedoshah (our holy community) practic-
ing self-care. 

As we all look around at the Jewish insti-
tutions today, it is easy to be worried. As 
we hear about pop-ups and pay-as-you-go 
simcha centers, Dr. Wolfson reminds us 
in his book, “Societies need organizations 
to do the work that needs doing, especial-
ly to provide social safety nets for those 
requiring communal support.” 

He offers clear instructions for us at Beth 
Torah on how to keep OUR organization 
going in order to fulfill this important 

mission, “… 
attention must 
be paid to the 
three aspects 
of institutional 
engagement 
that will determine the health of Jewish 
organizations in the future: recruitment, 
engagement, and retention.“ 

We did just that at the Beth Torah 
Bash…. Well done. But May is a new 
month, and there is another side of us to 
take care of. It is the business side. May 
5th at 10:15 a.m. is our Annual Meeting. 
While our administrative and financial 
work may not be as fun to promote as 
our worship, music, education and tikkun 
olam pillars, these “back of the house” 
parts of Beth Torah fuel everything else. 
Do you wonder what we are doing to 
keep costs down? Do you wonder how 
membership is going? What is the effect 
of the current economy on OUR books? 
Being part of community means showing 
up for the fun… and the necessary. I’m 
glad you had fun at the Bash, but now 
we need you to be present for the neces-
sary. Be informed about YOUR Kehillah 
Kedoshah by being here for the Annual 
Meeting; and please wear your nametag. 

Laura Intfen, Director of Operations
lintfen@beth-torah.orgConnections

Did You Know that each May the Gift Shop at Beth Torah has a Sale?
Everything in our Gift Shop is on sale 
from May 5th through May 20th. The 
Gift Shop has a variety of delightful and 
unique gifts for a b’nai mitzvah, Mother’s 
Day, conversion, confirmation, teacher 
gifts, graduation gifts or gifts for any spe-
cial occasion. This is a good time to come 
see our shop and maybe find something 
you “need.”

Did you know that The Gift Shop offers 
a registry for any simcha? If each person 
buys two items each year from The Gift 
Shop, then our shop is able to make dona-
tions that will help our community. 

Please remember that the Gift Shop is 
open all year, even in the summer, so there 
is no reason to shop anywhere else.

The Gift Shop will be open on Wednes-
day and Friday, 10:00 a.m.–12:00 noon, 
or by appointment, call Kelly at 
913-498-1474.

The Gift Shop wishes to thank all of our 
customers and volunteers for another 
successful year. It is our goal to have 
a wide variety of items at reasonable 
prices. Your support of The Gift Shop is 
another way you show support for our 
CBT community.

The Gift Shop is the place “Where Shop-
ping Turns into a Mitzvah!”
Shalom, Kelly Kaplan

Pothole Report!
This winter has been hard on everyone, 
including Beth Torah. 

The potholes in the parking lot and 
loading dock have been mapped and four 
companies have been contacted for bids. 
As we are not the only ones with pothole 
issues, the timeline for repair is lengthy. 
Please be careful when walking through 
the circle drive as that seems to be the 
most unleveled part of the parking lot.

mailto:lintfen%40beth-torah.org?subject=
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Make our Mitzvah House a Mitzvah Home!

It’s springtime, and this year our spring Mitzvah initiative will 
be creating a Mitzvah HOME with Larry Myer! He and his 
crew will be rehabbing a house in KCMO, and it’s our job to 
turn that house into a home!

The house will be sold to first-time homeowners who are new to 
not only the Kansas City area, but the United States. They will 
need everything that makes a house a home—from furniture 
to kitchen wares and bookshelves and more. Let us ensure that 
their home is move-in ready this summer!

Each class in the Weiner Religious School, https://www.facebook.
com/CBTWRS, will take on one area of the house, and the great-
er Beth Torah community will fill in the gaps. We will also collect 
money to purchase appliances, so if you don’t have anything you 
think works, please contribute funds for the major appliances.

If you have one of the items on the Signup Genius, https://bit.
ly/2TNWKvG, in new or gently-used condition, please let us 

know. We will contact you when we 
are ready to collect the items and bring 
them up to the finished house. PLEASE 
DO NOT BRING YOUR ITEMS TO BETH TORAH—we 
will contact you when we are ready to transport them. 

The “wanted” numbers are higher than are needed so that if 
a particular item falls through, we can keep others in reserve. 
Any items not used for this house will be on deck for a future 
Tikkun-KC project!

Thank you for helping welcome a family to our community and 
making their house a home!

In Memoriam:
Elaine Rae Sherman Evnen

Mother of Judith Evnen and grandmother 
of Sam Benson, Emma Benson  

and Adrianne Metcalf

Gertrud “Dee Dee” Dale
Mother of Celia Richey

Lawrence Jay Kalender
Brother-in-law of Sheila Goldberg

Torah Portion
May 3/4 | 29 Nisan

Achrei Mot II
 May 10/11 | 6 Iyar

Kedoshim
 May 17/18 | 13 Iyar

Emor
 May 24/25 | 20 Iyar

Behar
 May 31/June 1 | 27 Iyar

Bechukotai

Rabbi Monica Kleinman, Director of Lifelong Learning
mkleinman@beth-torah.orgReligious School

When was the last time you 
unrolled a good Book and 

read it to your community?
We have a wonderful group of about ten 
congregants that bring us the words of 
Torah on Shabbat mornings. Why not 
add YOUR voice to this minyan of Torah 
readers? Rabbis Cattapan and Kleinman 
are here to help you blow off any dust or 
rust that may have accumulated on your 
Torah reading skills and will stand by your 
side as you read from our bimah. Email 
Rabbi Cattapan at jcattapan@beth-torah.
org or Rabbi Kleinman at mkleinman@
beth-torah.org if you have any questions 
or want to be on our mailing list as up-
coming Torah readers are needed. 

Yiddish Circle 
Special Program

The CBT Ray Davidson Yiddish Circle 
invites all congregation members to 
come to our special program on Friday, 
May 17th, when we will have expert 
guest speaker, Alan Edelman discussing 
the American Jewish Paradox: The 
Hardships that American Jewish Insti-
tutions are Facing and What Can be 
Done Today! This special program will 
being at 12:00 p.m. Bring lunch if you 
wish. Please RSVP to Barbara Pittel at 
mpbrpit@gmail.com.

Giving Life: The Power of Organ Donation
On Saturday morning, May 18th, Martha Gershun and Debra Porter Gill will speak 
during Shabbat services about their powerful journey together as living organ donor 
and kidney recipient, and explain why registering to be an organ donor can be a pro-
found mitzvah. Services begin at 10:30 a.m.

https://www.facebook.com/CBTWRS
https://www.facebook.com/CBTWRS
https://bit.ly/2TNWKvG
https://bit.ly/2TNWKvG
mailto:mkleinman%40beth-torah.org?subject=
https://bit.ly/2TNWKvG
mailto:jcattapan%40beth-torah.org?subject=
mailto:jcattapan%40beth-torah.org?subject=
mailto:mkleinman%40beth-torah.org?subject=
mailto:mkleinman%40beth-torah.org?subject=
mailto:mpbrpit%40gmail.com?subject=
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You missed the Jewbie Brothers and their 
“sister,” Lezlie, playing, and they were 
incredible. Thank you Ron Altman, Jim 
Appelbaum, Bart Cohn, Jerry Fehr, Eric 
Morgenstern, Larry Myer, Bruce Wasser-
strom (who came all the way from Mad-

ison, Wisconsin), Scott White and their 
“sister,” Lezlie Zucker, for all your hours of 
practice that you put in to play that night. 
You all made the party with your music!!

You missed a wonderful dinner catered 
by Kosher Connection and our own 
CBT member, Cathy Levin. Cathy went 
beyond expectations with a delicious din-

ner consisting of Chicken Skewers, Beef 
Tenderloin and Salmon Bites. We also 
had Vegetarian Sushi, Quinoa Salad, Gaz-
pacho Shooters, and a Charcuterie Table. 
There was something to eat for everyone. 
Cathy finished the evening with celebra-

tion cake for 
all. Yummy!!

You missed 
a Silent 
Auction that 
was out of 
this world. 
WOW!!! 
Susie and 
Jerry Klinock 
and their 

committee worked tirelessly. There was 
something for everyone to be interested in 
buying. If you were not there or forgot to 
bid on something you might like, please 
check the CBT website. Anything not 
sold that night will be on the website and 
you may still be able to buy something.

You missed an evening for Adults Only 
and being able to enjoy adult beverages. 
Thanks to Randy Wexler and Michael 
Crane. Your generosity was greatly appre-
ciated and added so much to the evening.

You missed the beautiful decorations made 
possible by Ellen Merrill, with assistance 
from Linda Katz. The synagogue was trans-
formed into an eloquent banquet hall. You 
are two very talented, artistic people.

You missed a spiritual Havdalah led by 
Rabbi Kleinman and Lezlie Zucker. 

Beth Torah Bash
Celebrating 30 Years

The

If You Missed the BASH...

Continued on page 7



Thank you so much Rabbi Kleinman 
for filling in for Rabbi Cattapan. Rabbi 
Kleinman, you gave us a beautiful charge 
that now takes us into our future. We all 
missed you, Rabbi Cattapan, and pray for 

you to have a complete and quick recov-
ery. Lezlie, you had the busiest night of 
all. You and your talents were displayed 
the entire evening as our MC for the eve-
ning, playing with the band, and partici-
pating in the parody. You were on the 

entire evening 
and we appreciate you 
lending your many talents.

You missed the parody 
written just for the eve-
ning by Estelle Edelbaum 
and Vic Finkelstein. CBT 
has some very talented 
people in our member-
ship, and you are two of 
them. Thank you for your many hours 

of work to write, recruit and perform 
the parody. We enjoyed 
every minute of it!! And 
thank you to everyone who 
participated in performing 
the parody: Estelle Edel-
baum, Vic Finkelstein, Fred 
Gustin, Larry Rittmaster, 
Zach Zwibelman, Denise 
Ellenberg, Nina Shik and of 
course, Lezlie Zucker.

You missed all the other 
volunteers who worked on set 
up, clean up and check out. There were 
too many to be able to name, but this 
evening would not have been possible 
without each and every one of you doing 
your part. The Board and Staff made this 
evening possible, each of you helped in 
so many different ways. A special thanks 
to Ulises and Brian for the many, many, 

many hours you put in to make the 
evening possible.

And last, but not least… thank you 
to Leon Butler and Sari Lowenstein 
for capturing the evening on film for 
us to have forever. You captured the 
whole evening so beautifully. If you 
missed the party, or if you attended, 
you can enjoy some of the pictures 

in this Tekiah. To see 
more pictures from the 
evening, please visit the 
CBT website. If you need 
a photographer, please 
contact Sari at sarilowen-
steinphotos@gmail.com. 
She would love to help you 
preserve your memories.

And thank you Laura Bolter 
for your artistic talent with 
your graphic art and design-
ing the logo for the 30th Year 

Anniversary. It is thanks to the communi-
cation of you and Laura Intfen that The 
Bash sold out. 

Sorry if you missed The Bash, celebrating 
the end of CBT’s 30th Anniversary. The 
good news is The Jewbie Brothers already 
said they will be playing again when CBT 
celebrates our 60th Anniversary. Don’t 
miss that party, too!!!!

mailto:sarilowensteinphotos%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:sarilowensteinphotos%40gmail.com?subject=
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Images of Spring Session
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Mitzvah Garden Volunteer Groups Forming
Each year, Kansas City’s Mitzvah Gar-
den produces 10,000 pounds of fresh 
organic produce for Kansas City food 
pantries. If you’ve never seen it, you 
must! If you haven’t visited in a while, 
you may be surprised to see some of the 
great things added in recent years. There 
are now beehives to contribute honey, 
an orchard and a blackberry patch. The 
garden’s 6,000-gallon water capture 
facility waters the garden through drip 
irrigation. A solar array powers all of the 
garden’s electrical needs.

Located around the corner on the 
grounds of Congregation B’nai Jehu-
dah, the Mitzvah Garden is truly a 
community garden. With no employed 
staff, the garden relies on volunteers. 
Civic, social, philanthropic, religious 
and social service organizations from all 
over the Kansas Area participate. 

CBT is building a team to help. Guided 
by the principles of Tikkun Olam, we 
will be volunteering at the garden one 
Sunday morning each month. Fami-

lies attending religious school can join 
a group volunteering one weekday 
evening each month. More weeks may 
be added. All ages and skill levels are 
invited! If you are interested, please 
contact Jim Decker at jdec@kc.rr.com 
or 913-461-6371, and let him know 
your schedule preferences. He’ll work to 
put together a schedule based upon the 
community’s choices.

Learn more about the Mitzvah Garden 
at mitzvahgardenkc.com.

mailto:jdec%40kc.rr.com?subject=
http://mitzvahgardenkc.com
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• TRIBUTES •

Beth Torah General Fund
Peter Pizor

In Memory Of:

Barbara “Bobbie” Levy 
Joseph Levy

Irv Kay
Steve Cooper

Dusya Idelson
The Vaysfligel Family

Robert Klaper
Betsy Wanger

Rabbi Cattapan 
Discretionary Fund

In Memory Of:

Sam Fried
Sandi & Ed Fried

David A. Gilman
Richard Gilman

In Honor Of:

Betsy Appelbaum
Carolyn & Stanley Goldman

In Appreciation Of:

Rabbi Cattapan
Ron & Jo Ann Ginson

Rabbi Levin 
Discretionary Fund   

In Memory Of:

Les Schneiderman
The Trenton Family

Duana Linville Dralus
Maureen & Sandy Salz

CBT Fund for 
Families in Need

In Memory Of:

Leonard Klein
I.I. & Lesly Ozar
Stephanie Elyachar

Ruth & Morris Feinberg
Susan Feinberg

Ernest Kriss
Sherry Abramowitz

Hunger Fund:

In Memory Of:

Teresa Estrada
Barbara Gutierrez

Harry Gorsky
Douglas Greenwald

Educating Our Future Fund
In Memory Of: 

Elizabeth Ann Gray
Kris Gray

Music & Choir Fund:

In Memory Of:

Elaine Rae Sherman Evnen
Jim & Kelly Kaplan

In Appreciation Of: 

Emily Tummons’ amazing work as 
Music Director

Steve & Denise Ellenberg

Amy Dennis Pierron Music 
Fund

In Memory Of:

Elaine Rae Sherman Evnen
Ellen Merrill

Youth Activities Fund
Arthur S. Chapman

Paul Chapman

Voices from our Neighbors: 
Immigration Journeys to Lawrence

Beth Torah’s Adult Education and Social Action groups co-spon-
sored a film screening called “Voices from our Neighbors: Immi-
gration Journeys to Lawrence.” This was an 18-minute documen-
tary produced by undergraduate and graduate students from the 
University of Kansas, who took a course about immigration nar-
ratives in film and literature, co-taught by CBT member Tamara 
Falicov and Marta Caminero-Santangelo. The program included 
conversation with Lydia Diebolt, executive director of Centro 
Hispano, a non-profit, that offers free mental health counseling 
and other support services to new immigrants to Lawrence, most 
of them from Mexico and parts of Central America.

If you would like to support the families through a financial 
donation, they would welcome your help. 

Checks can be made out to: Centro Hispano, 204 W. 13th 
Street, Lawrence, KS 66044. Another opportunity to help and 
participate more actively is to help contribute to a scholar-
ship for DACA students. Checks for this scholarship (write in 

memo, “DACA Scholarship”)  can be sent to: Trinity Episcopal 
Church, 1011 Vermont Street, Lawrence, KS 66044.

Questions? Contact Tamara Falicov at tfalicov@ku.edu.

mailto:tfalicov%40ku.edu?subject=
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Food Pantry Seeks Donations
Cleaning out your pantry for spring? Consider donating those 
items to Jewish Family Services Food Pantry. With two loca-
tions-—at the Jewish Community Campus and Brookside East 
—the food pantry helps hundreds of people each month who 
face food insecurity. Non-perishable and personal care items are 
always welcome. For more information on how you can help, 
please visit www.jfskc.org/food-pantry or contact JFS Food Pan-
try Director at jhickey@jfskc.org or call 913-327-8257.

JFS & the  Heritage Center Partner for 
Genealogy Series Begins in May 

Discover and document your family history. Participate in a 
free, five-part genealogy series presented by Jewish Family Ser-
vices and The Heritage Center of the Jewish Community Cen-
ter. Ron Doctor, PhD, will facilitate the five distinct sessions to 
be held monthly beginning Thursday, May 23rd, with the topic 
“Genetic Genealogy: You’ve taken a DNA test. Now what do 
you do?” All sessions will take place in the MAC room at the 
Jewish Community Campus, on Thursday afternoons from 1:00 
to 2:00 p.m.

Additional programs are:

• June 13th: Exploring JewishGen, Part 1

• July 11th: Exploring JewishGen, Part 2

• August 8th: Getting the most from Ancestry, MyHeritage, 
and FamilySearch

• September 12th: Putting it all together in your 
family tree software

Attend the sessions that interest you! Read more detailed session 
descriptions at www.jfskc.org. 

While the program is free, registration is requested by calling 
The Heritage Center at 913-327-8044.

Career Skills & Connections Offers 
Free Coffee Club Every Monday

Join Career Skills & Connections (CSC) every Monday at 9:00 
a.m. in the Jewish Community Center of Greater Kansas City 
Board Room for Coffee Club. The first hour, led by a Career 
Coach, includes an educational component on a job search 
related topic; the remaining time provides an opportunity for 
networking. The fourth Monday of the month is led by the 
Midwest Alliance for Mindfulness. Speakers will present topics 
relevant to job seekers and the emotional side of the job search.  
Monday morning Coffee Club is FREE and you need not be a 
client of CSC to attend. Light refreshments are served. For more 
information contact employment@jfskc.org or 913-730-1449.

Mitzvah Baskets Available 
for Centerpieces

Jewish Family Services has centerpiece baskets available to rent for 
your next simcha. All proceeds benefit the JFS Food Pantry. Please 
contact Jo Hickey, JFS Food Pantry director, at 913-327-8257 or 
email her at jhickey@jfskc.org. To volunteer to help in the pantry 
please email volunteer@jfskc.org or call 913-730-1410.

Faith Clubs
Faith Clubs in the Kansas City area are looking for more Jews 
to belong (both men and women). Faith Clubs are based on 
the book The Faith Club by Ranya Idliby, Suzanne Oliver and 
Priscilla Warner, written after September 11th. Each group is 
designed to have three Muslims, three Christians and three 
Jews. Several groups in Kansas City are meeting with just three 
Muslims and three Christians, trying to find Jewish friends. 
Our members, Julie Kaplan and Paula Becker, will tell you it is 
one of the most interesting and rewarding things they do. 
If you are interested, please call Paula Becker at 816-260-9997 
or Julie Kaplan at 816-588-4476.

http://www.jfskc.org/food-pantry
mailto:jhickey%40jfskc.org?subject=
http://www.jfskc.org
mailto:employment%40jfskc.org?subject=
mailto:jhickey%40jfskc.org?subject=
mailto:volunteer%40jfskc.org?subject=
http://kcjff.org

