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Sunday, March 3rd
• Jewish Jumpers

March 8th – 10th
• NFTY MV’s JYG Chavurah

Thursday, March 14th
• Lunch and Learn with the Rabbi

Wednesday, March 20th
• Purim Pottershpiel

Thursday, March 21st
• Community-Wide 

Purim Day Seudah

Sunday, March 24th
• Jewish Jumpers

• BTTY & JYG go to 
Prairiefire Museum

Friday, March 29th
• Mitzvah House Beit Kenneset

Sunday, March 31st
• Adult Ed/Social Action 

Presentation

Visit
https://bit.ly/2SLPTDj

for the complete
Beth Torah

March calendar

A Note from Rabbi Javier Cattapan

The True Meaning of Purim
In a recent article published in the Peruvian 
Journal of Applied Archeology and History, I 
found an intriguing article about the true story 
of Purim, which I wished to share with you as 
we approach another Purim celebration. 

Since the dawn of civilization, scholars have 
questioned whether the story of the redemption 
of the Jews of Shushan has any basis outside 
the Hebrew Bible. It was an unsolved mystery, 
indeed, until the recent discovery of an Incan 
inscription high in the Andes mountains. The 
article claims that the inscription dates from 
sometime between the 1st and the 17th centu-
ries B.C.E., much earlier than any Jewish texts 
ever discovered. The inscription depicts, in great 
details, the fight between the Mardoqueans and 
the sons of Darkness. 

In this story, the Mardoqueans, who were the 
descendants of Lord Mardoqueo (Spanish for 
Mordechai) are at war with the sons of Dark-
ness. The leaders of the Mardoqueans are Yuda 
Makako and his wife, Queen Es Teracita. At one 
point in the story, the sons of Darkness manage 
to enter the temple of Illimani and steal the 
sacred fired. Led by their evil leader, El Jaman 
An Ti Ococos, they convince the emperor 
that the queen’s people are dangerous and they 
should be exterminated. Worried about the 
imminent destruction of her people, the queen 
manages to raise an army of llama riders. After 
many months of fighting in the mountains, they 
reach the capital, Shou-shou-shan-itzah, and 
recapture their holy temple, and defeat their 
enemies. As they enter the inner shrine, they 

noticed that they had taken 
all the chicha (fermented 
alcoholic beverage usually 
derived from maize) needed for the consecration 
of the shrine. Sadly, it could take up to eight 
days to ferment more chicha. But then a miracle 
happened: Mardoqueo shows up in a vision to 
the queen and tells her that eating fried llama 
ears will avert the tragedy. The queen is hesitant 
about cutting the llamas’ ears, so instead, she in-
structs her people to prepare dough, fill it with 
salsa, and deep fry it. It seems to work, and the 
chicha miraculously lasts for eight days!

The discovery of the inscription, of course, 
has altered the understanding of some Jewish 
holidays, which we have celebrated for the last 
seven thousand years. The Incan narrative reveals 

Shabbat Schedule
• Erev Shabbat

• Nosh: 6:00 p.m.
• Worship: 6:30 p.m.

• Shabbat morning
• Sichat Shabbat: 9:00 a.m.
• Worship:  10:30 a.m.

Continued at the bottom of page 3

https://bit.ly/2SLPTDj
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Our Pillars
We are a vibrant, modern 

Reform Jewish congregation 
where everyone matters.

Congregation Beth Torah:
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Illuminates Inspires
Responds Connects 
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Beth Torah Bash
Celebrating 30 Years

The

SATURDAY • APRIL 13, 2019 • 7:00–10:00 P.M.
CBT’s 30th Anniversary yearlong 
celebration will be coming to a 
close, but not without one last 
ADULT ONLY big evening of 
FUN! FUN! FUN! Only Beth 
Torah would have so many fun 
activities planned in one evening. 
We will begin the evening with a 
beautiful Havdalah, followed by 
wonderful, very filling appetizers 
and adult beverages. Then, dance 
the night away to the Jewbie 
Brothers, including not just one 
special guest, but a surprise one, 
as well. A parody is being written 

just for the evening by our very 
own Estelle Edelbaum. 
A silent auction that promises 
to be bigger and better than 
ever before! There will be lots 
of great items in various price 
categories to tempt you. This 
will include many restaurant gift 
certificates ranging from family-
style to dress up restaurants. We 
will have tickets for museums, 
movie theaters and entertainment 
venues. Let’s not forget the 
homemade food items. There will 
be something for everyone!

We look forward to seeing you on April 13th.

Tickets are on sale now at: 
 beth-torah.org/beth-torah-bash

30th ANNIVERSARY SILENT AUCTION
It’s almost here! Do you have any 
abilities or services that you could 
offer? Maybe you can create 
something special for the auction. 
Would your place of employment be 
willing to donate an item or two? We 
can use anything new, such as jewelry, 
home décor, children’s items, Judaica, 
books and services. 

If you have something to offer, please 
let us know as soon as possible. The 
deadline for accepting auction items is 
Sunday, March 31st.
See you there!
Susie & Jerry Klinock
Silent Auction Chairmen
913-663-5446
Susie.Klinock@gmail.com

mailto:info%40beth-torah.org%20?subject=
http://beth-torah.org
http://facebook.com/CongregationBethTorah
http://beth-torah.org/beth-torah-bash
mailto:Susie.Klinock%40gmail.com?subject=
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As I write this 
column, we 
are deep into 
the budget 
planning 
process for 
the coming 

fiscal year that begins on July 1st. This is 
challenging and time-consuming work. It 
starts with the Budget Committee—Boyd 
Bolter, Charles Cooper, Mike Ginsberg, 
Lon Lowenstein and Howard Pitler (our 
treasurer and chair of this committee). 
This group works closely with Laura 
Intfen (Director of Operations) and 
Tara Hyder (Director of Finance) to 
develop a proposal for the Board to 
consider. The analysis always starts with 
how the current year is going. We knew 
going in to this year, that we would be 
running a deficit and it looks like that 
will turn out higher than planned due 
to lagging dues revenue. The committee 
will be taking that into account as they 
put the numbers together and they are 
committed to significantly reducing the 
deficit. The final budget will be voted 
on at the Annual Meeting on May 5th.

Another hard-working group is the 
Music Search Committee. This one is 
also led by Howard Pitler and includes 
Henri Goettel, Janice Schonwetter, Tina 
Shea, David Spizman and Liz Willen. 
They are currently busy with reviewing 

applications for the position we are call-
ing Coordinator of Music Engagement. 
This job was posted in early February 
and interviews will take place this 
month. You can review the job descrip-
tion on the Beth Torah website.

And my final shout-out to hard workers 
is to the folks that are putting together 
the last event of our year-long 30th 
Anniversary celebration—the Beth 
Torah Bash to take place on April 
13th. Paula Becker has taken on the 
party planning from food to drink to 
decorations to live entertainment—
(including the hardest working group 
in congregational show business—the 
Jewbie Brothers—featuring Beth Torah 
members Ron Altman, Jim Appelbaum, 
Jerry Fehr, Eric Morgenstern and Larry 
Myer as well as Rabbi Scott White and 
Bart Cohn). The event also features a 
silent auction being organized by Susie 
and Jerry Klinock. They are gathering 
many varied and interesting items that 
you can bid on throughout the evening. 
Make your reservation now for what I 
know will be a fun evening.

I am grateful for the time and talent 
contributed by all of the people men-
tioned here. These volunteers have 
stepped up big-time to say “Yes” to Beth 
Torah. You can demonstrate your grati-
tude by doing the same.

Barry Katz, President
bkatz12306@gmail.comPresident’s Corner

In Memoriam:
Gerald Shea

Father and father-in-law of 
Kevin and Tina Shea

Howard Tobias
Loved one of Elaine Tobias

Jim Haun
Father and father-in-law of 

Matt and Shanna Haun

Helen J. Miller
Mother and mother-in-law of 

Bob and Kerry Miller 
and grandmother of 

Greta and Oscar Miller

the true nature of two Jewish festivals. 
Indeed, the Hanukkah oil was chicha 
instead. The Incan original story included 
llamas, for sure, but not a “llama,” the 
Spanish word for “flame.” This is a com-
mon mistake -not to be confused with 
“se llama Estercita,” meaning, “her name 
es Estercita.” “Llama,” “llama,” and “lla-
ma” are not the same, thus we can see the 
confusion between chicha and oil.

But if this was not enough evidence of 
the coalescing traditions, one should look 

no further than to the name of the evil 
leader, which resembles our Haman and 
Antiochus IV. According to the Peruvian 
scholars, this was no coincidence. They 
found evidence of a Jewish presence in the 
area, including old mezuzot and Kiddush 
cups made from the local corn. 

More research will be needed, but one 
thing is clear: Purim and Hanukkah 
began as Incan festivals before they 
were adopted by our people. The fasci-
nation with this new discovery is such 

that synagogue groups are beginning to 
make their way to the Andes. Beth Torah 
will be among the first shuls to join the 
pilgrimage. We are planning a congre-
gational trip next Hanukkah, which will 
take us first to Lima then to Cuzco, and 
from there, we will ride llamas for eight 
days to reach the inscription.

Please, mark your calendars. It will be the 
trip of a lifetime!

Rabbi Cattapan’s message continued from page 1

Torah Portion
March 1/2 | 25 Adar I

Vayakhel

March 8/9 | 2 Adar II
Pekude

March 15/16 | 9 Adar II
Vayikra

March 22/23 | 16 Adar II
Tzav

March 29/30 | 23  Adar II
 Shmini

mailto:bkatz12306%40gmail.com?subject=
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This is the third year of the FUNdraiser that CBT enjoys so much. 
There is so much to celebrate. We invite you to join our 100 Days 
of Giving campaign to raise $10,000 that supports excellence in 
programming: our music program, adult education, weekly nosh, 
oneg, Sunday breakfast and more.
In the spirit of being a great sports town, we hereby declare a 100 
Days OVERTIME!!    
Get in the March Madness spirit as we extend this slam dunk 
campaign until the NCAA Championship on April 8th! So grab 
your calendar and your bracket and choose a day to support your 

favorite team, or for a spring birthday, or for Spring Session, which 
is April 7th. 
Pick a day and email Sharon Altman, at saltman@beth-torah.org 
or call the office at 913-498-2212 and hear the roar of the crowd 
as your day comes and everyone admires your decorated day on 
our giant foyer calendar and “likes, loves and shares” the Facebook 
post that appears on the Beth Torah Facebook page in your honor. 
So, let’s close this campaign out with a full court press. You can be the 
key as you alley-oop us toward our $10,000 goal for this campaign. 

November
23 Miccole & Nathan Bowen: In honor of 

Jack’s 10th birthday
24 Barry & Linda Katz: In honor of 

the generosity of everyone who 
participated in our High Holy Day 
Appeal

27 Linda Zappulla: In honor of Giving 
Tuesday

28 Marcia & Larry Rittmaster: In honor 
of our 53rd wedding anniversary

December 
2 Peter & Cindy Schmidt: In honor of 

Cindy’s birthday
4 Nancy Solomon: Remembering my 

mother, Sadie Sobol on her birthday 
6 Board of Trustees: In honor of CBT’s 

Scholar-in-Residence, Dr. Ron Wolfson
7 Alisa Kartch: In honor of my birthday
8 Rabbi Javier Cattapan & Kris Gray: 

In celebration of Fado’s 2nd birthday
11 Andrea & Jay Zwibelman: In honor of 

Hannah’s 32nd birthday 
16 Andrew & Emily Kerstein: In honor of 

Jonathan’s 9th birthday
21 The Stowe Family: In honor of Bella’s 

Bat Mitzvah
22 Zachary Zwibelman: It’s my actual 

birthday!
25 Valery Tokar: In memory of his mother 

on her birthday
26 Shanny & Eric Morgenstern: In honor 

of Eric’s birthday 
27 Mike Ginsberg: In honor of the one 

year remembrance of my father, 
Ed Ginsberg

28 Alyssa Schildhorn: In remembrance of 
my mother on her birthday

29 Allison Roodman: In honor of Stella’s 
birthday and Bat Mitzvah 

31 Dan & Darcy Hill: In honor of our 
wedding anniversary

January
1 Rabbis Jon & Monica Kleinman: In 

honor of Monica’s birthday
2 Kerry & Robert Miller: In honor of 

Oscar Miller’s 16th birthday
3 Lauren Aaronson & Phil Meltzer: In 

honor of our wedding anniversary
5 Boyd & Laura Bolter: In honor of 

Laura’s birthday
6 Kelly Kaplan: In honor of Jim’s 

birthday
12 Stan Osman: In honor of Mark’s 

birthday
13 Carol Ducak: In honor of my birthday
14 Ron Wolfson: In honor of grandson 

Gabe Hall’s 6th birthday!
18 Aaron Tarjan: Thank you for saying “I 

do” 15 years ago today! You’re the 
love of my life.

19 Tarjans of Kansas: In honor of 
Grandma Froma on becoming a Bat 
Mitzvah. It’s never too late!

20 Pitler Family: In honor of Tu Bishvat, 
the New Year for Trees and a total 
lunar eclipse (maximum eclipse will be 
at 11:12 p.m.)

21 Laura & Tim Intfen: In honor of Martin 
Luther King, Jr.

22 Andrew & Emily Kerstein: In honor of 
Beatrice’s 5th birthday

23 Mike & Barbara Ginsberg: In honor of 
our 20th wedding anniversary

24 Deb Bass & Samantha Hammontree: 
share with pride the purchase of 
January 24th in honor of Jennifer 

Savner Levinson for her work as the 
Community Outreach Coordinator for 
SPEAK UP and her tireless work to 
reduce the stigma of mental health 
illness as she opens up conversation 
around the deadly symptoms that can 
be the result of these illnesses

25 Kerry & Robert Miller: In honor of 
Greta Miller’s 20th birthday

27 Betsy Wanger: In celebration of the 
most supportive and kind mother-in-
law. Happy Birthday Laka Slavsky!

February
2 The Board of Trustees: In celebration 

of our founding rabbi, Rabbi Mark 
Levin’s 70th birthday

3 Scott Franklin: In loving memory of my 
sister, Gaye Franklin

11 Steve Cooper: In honor of my birthday 
tomorrow!

12 Sandy & Steve Geduldig: In honor of 
our wedding anniversary

13 Sharon & Jeff Altman: In honor of the 
CBT Blood Drive: 10 years of saving 
lives!

14 Javier Cattapan & Kris Gray: In 
celebration of the 22nd anniversary of 
our first date

15 The Board of Trustees: In honor of the 
Beth Torah Bash tickets going on sale 
and in appreciation of the committee’s 
hard work planning the party!

16 Mike & Barbara Ginsberg: In honor of 
Daniel’s 
18th birthday

17 Jennifer Levinson: Today is Random 
Act of Kindness Day!

18 Bobby & Mary Young: In honor of 
Isaac’s birthday

20 Steve Cooper: In honor of Charles 
Cooper’s birthday

22 The Balanoff Family: In honor of 
Simon’s Bar Mitzvah

28 Stephanie Fleetwood: In honor of my 
17th birthday

March
1 Alisa Kartch: In loving celebration of 

Julie Kaplan’s birthday and in loving 
memory of Joyce W. Kartch (Feb. 28)

2 The Fisher/Raymond Family: In honor 
of Shoshana’s Bat Mitzvah

4  Rachel Bolter: In honor of “National 
Progress Day” and in memory of my 
grandparents, Howard & Anne Jacobs

5 Valery Tokar: In memory of my dearest 
father, Israel Birenbaum

29 Jo-Ann Harris: In honor of my birthday
April

2  Carol Bat Chana Ducak: In memory 
of my mother Janeth (who would have 
been 104)

7 Henri Goettel: In honor of Emily 
Tummons, who has added a layer of 
meaning and beauty to our community 
through her leadership of all aspects of 
our music team.  
I am grateful for her contributions and 
will miss her enormously.

 8 Genna Stowe: In honor of my mother, 
Ann Blumberg’s birthday tomorrow. The 
best mother and friend anyone could 
ever ask for!

mailto:saltman%40beth-torah.org?subject=
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“When two human beings engage each other in a face-to-
face encounter, relationship exists in the between. It is in that 
space that relationship can turn into ‘engagement’. The goal of 
Relational Judaism is to foster the relationships that will bring 
people into deep, lasting engagement with the Jewish experi-
ence.’’ From Relational Judaism, Using the Power of Relationships 
to Transform the Jewish Community by Dr. Ron Wolfson. 

Dr. Ron Wolfson came to share stories, ideas and community 
with us in December. In a session with Beth Torah’s lay leader-
ship he shared the nine levels of relationships. He explained that 
relationships are formed by what happens between, or in the 
connection. The Hebrew term for this space is bayn. As there 
are now nine months until High Holy Days, and nine levels of 
relationships, I would like to share with you all, over the next 
nine months, the bayns of our existence.  Look for more infor-
mation about Relational Judaism at Beth Torah during the High 
Holy Days of 2019, but in the meantime, you can look to this 
space so put Dr. Wolfson’s teachings into your Beth Torah life. 

The Third Level: Bayn Adam l’Haveiro—Friends

Hinei ma tov umanaim
Shevet achim gam yachad

Behold how good and how pleasing if people 
could sit together in unity. 

From Psalm 133 

Dr. Ron Wolfson, in his book Relational Judaism makes the bold 
statement, “an essential foundation of the Jewish community 
will rest on the relationship between friends.” While starting 
conversations that may result in a friendship can be a nerve- 

wracking endeavor for some; these 
connections are what undoubtedly 
keep congregants connected to 
congregations. People don’t attend 
synagogue because of the synagogue, 
but because of who is inside it. 

Here are five ways to create a friendship within our walls:

1. Tell someone your story. Not comfortable with that, then tell 
them a story, or listen to theirs.

2. Find commonalities, such as affinities, life stages, professions, 
interests or even people you know. 

3. Find a shared CBT experience, like a worship service, an 
event, or a class. 

4. Show you care about something the other person is con-
cerned about. Ask them a question relevant to what keeps 
them up at night. 

5. Plan an activity together. Since you will be at Beth Torah, 
why not ask them to come to Purim with you? You might 
ask them to join you after Shabbat worship for lunch or 
share a ride to the Beth Torah Bash. 

Connections come before commitment when it comes to why 
people are members of Beth Torah, or any other organization. 
You will start to notice more and more opportunities for you to 
connect with your friends here at CBT. Look across the table 
from where you sit, or down the pew or in the chair behind 
you; then let a person you see know how good and pleasing it is 
to sit together. See what happens. 

Laura Intfen, Director of Operations
lintfen@beth-torah.orgConnections

Looking for updates 
to your account on 
MM On The Web

Please take a moment to go to your 
account on our Beth Torah website 

and update your personal information.  
We are specifically looking for updated 

business names and addresses.

If you are having trouble 
accessing your account, 

please call Sharon at Beth Torah, 
913-498-2212 or email at 
saltman@beth-torah.org 

and she will assist you.

Happy
Purim!
March 20-21, 2019

Happy
Purim!
March 20-21, 2019

JOIN US ON 
Wednesday, March 20th 
AS BETH TORAH OFFERS A 

 
OF AN EVENING

6:00 p.m.
Pottershpiel pre-party 

including pizza, 
a photo booth, balloon artists, 

and hamantaschen

6:45 p.m.
Come hear the story of 

Esther and Shushan, 
topped with a sorting hat 

of Hogwarts!

mailto:lintfen%40beth-torah.org?subject=
mailto:saltman%40beth-torah.org?subject=
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Rabbi Monica Kleinman, Director of Lifelong Learning
mkleinman@beth-torah.orgReligious School

Youth Group News
Hello,

BTTY’s February event was the babysitting 
night on the 2nd. It went even better than 
we thought it would as we had more kids 
show up than we originally expected. Max 

and I are looking to use the money we raised from these events 
by taking a trip with next year’s BTTY board sometime before 
he goes off to college, so every bit helps. But, most importantly, 
the kids had a blast! We played some games, ate pizza, decorated 
cookies, and had popcorn with a movie. Oh, and did I forget 
the oobleck? The kids loved making the slimey substance, but it 
was a lot less fun to clean up.

The next event will be NFTY MV’s JYG Chavurah, which is on 
March 8th-10th at Three Trails Camp in Kansas City, Missouri. 
Rebecca Davisson, a tenth grader from Beth Torah and active 
member of NFTY-MV, will be there for the weekend along with 
Zach. This is a great chance for those in JYG to get a taste of 
NFTY before high school, as well as make life-long friends. Max 
and I just hope they love NFTY as much as we do!

On March 24th, BTTY and JYG are going to go grab lunch 
at Prairiefire right after Sunday School. We’ll then go to the 
Museum at Prairiefire until 5:00 p.m., when we will return to 
Beth Torah for pickup. I’ve actually never been to the museum 

before, so I’m really looking forward to it. I’ve always wanted to 
see the giant T-Rex. The current exhibit is about dinosaurs and 
their connection to modern birds. Admission is $5.00 but also 
bring money for lunch (restaurant tbd).

Spring Chavurah will be from Friday, April 5th to Sunday, April 
7th at the same Three Trails Camp, but seniors will arrive even 
sooner so they can have even longer to spend together at their 
last event. If you have a high-schooler who wants to go but 
is not yet registered, regular registration ends on Wednesday, 
March 20th. This one will be especially sad as it will be Max’s 
last Chavurah; you can bet everyone will be crying and turn 
into blubbering messes by the time Sunday comes around. 

To RSVP for or get more information about the Chavurah or 
Prairiefire event, you can contact Rabbi Kleinman at mklein-
man@beth-torah.org or the Beth Torah office at 913-498-2212. 
Additionally, if there’s anything I can help you with, you can reach 
me at swfine42@gmail.com. And don’t forget to join the BTTY 
Facebook group or BTTY’s Remind by texting  “@btty5779” to 
81010 to keep up with everything BTTY’s doing.

Until next time,
Sam

It’s March…time for MIDDOT MADNESS!
It’s been a while since I shared some of 
the fantastic middot (Jewish values) we’ve 
been discussing on Sunday mornings 
during our T’filah time. I’m so excited to 
keep you in the loop!

After Thanksgiving we discussed how to 
have a lev tov (a good heart). We heard 
a midrash about using our keen eyes, 
discerning mind, and surrounding our-
selves with others who have good hearts 
in order to figure out just what that looks 
like. Those will help us make good deci-
sions and develop our own good hearts. 
We show our true selves when we interact 
with others, so before heading out for 
winter break, we discussed ways we can 
show our lev tov to those who we may not 
see often but are visiting for the holidays. 
Hugs, kind words, and expressions of 
gratitude topped our list.

When we returned from winter break, we 
turned to sameach b’chelko (contentment 

with one’s lot). Besides being happy with 
what material items we have, we spoke 
about the gifts each one of us has in our 
hearts and minds. Some of us are really 
good at math and science, in some ways, 
that is the natural talent we have been 
given. Some learn best by experiment-
ing and doing, as opposed to listening 
or reading. Some friends can listen to a 
song and sing it back right away, whereas 
others can play it on an instrument with 
little trouble. Others may not be musical 
at all! These are ways we figure it out for 
ourselves, and then we expanded to our 
communal level. Each of our talents is 
unique, and when we are happy with 
them, and recognize the skills others 
have and cooperate, we can make a great 
difference in our world!

Our latest middah is shmirat haguf v’nefesh 
(guarding our bodies and our souls). In 
our first few weeks we’ve talked about 

how we can be 
safe with our 
bodies—we don’t 
play with sharp objects, run where it is 
dangerous, or bring peanuts or tree nuts 
into our school. We can be proactive by 
running where it is safe (outside or on the 
sports field), eating healthy foods, and 
going to the doctor when we think some-
thing may be wrong. As for guarding our 
souls, we explored different feelings we 
experience at times and emphasized that 
it’s ok to feel what we’re feeling, and if we 
need to we can find a grown-up to help 
talk it through. I’m grateful to have had a 
number of conversations with our young 
friends about feelings and am glad Beth 
Torah is a safe place to express ourselves.

Later we will move on to how we protect 
our bodies and souls in the community 
—stay tuned for some more great tips, 
insights, and Jewish learning!

mailto:mkleinman%40beth-torah.org?subject=
mailto:mkleinman%40beth-torah.org?subject=
mailto:mkleinman%40beth-torah.org?subject=
mailto:swfine42%40gmail.com?subject=


Congregation Beth Torah | 7

Adult Ed/Social Action 
Presentation

Sunday, March 31st • 10:15–11:30 a.m.
Sanctuary, Congregation Beth Torah

Last spring, Beth Torah member Profes-
sor Tamara Falicov, Phd., Associate Dean 
for Research in the Arts and Humanities, 
College of Liberal Arts and Sciences and 
Professor, Department of Film and Media 
Studies for the Center for Latin American 
and Caribbean Studies, and Professor 
Marta Caminero-Santangelo, Interim 
Director of the Hall Center for the Hu-
manities and Director for the Center for 
Latin American and Caribbean Studies, 
team-taught a course at the University 
of Kansas, Lawrence, called “Bridging 
Borders: Latin American Immigration in 
Fiction and Film.”

Combining the experience of these two 
women, they and their students created 
a 20-minute film about the immigration 
experience. After a 16-week course read-
ing and watching various images of immi-
gration to the U.S. in various media (and 
from various perspectives), the students 
took a video production training session 
and learned interviewing techniques. The 
students partnered with Centro Hispano, 

an organization that helps with mental 
health counseling services which they 
offer free of charge. 

The students began by recording an 
oral history of Centro clients who had 
migrated to Lawrence, and then came 
back to film their story. 

Please join us on Sunday, March 31st 
at 10:15–11:30 a.m. in the Beit T’Filah 
at Beth Torah for a very special Adult 
Education offering when we will view the 
film and hear from Tamara Falicov, Marta 
Caminero-Santangelo and Lydia Diebolt, 
LSCSW, Executive Director, Centro 
Hispano, about the reality and challenges 
of immigration in our present day. Coffee 
and sweets will be served following the 
presentation. Invite your friends to join 
you! Join us at 9:00 a.m. for a bagel and 
coffee followed by Family T’Filah begin-
ning at 9:30 a.m. if you’d like.

This is a joint program of the Adult 
Education and Social Action programs at 
Congregation Beth Torah.

Hunger Never 
Takes a Holiday

As we approach the season of Passover, 
there will be hundreds among us who will 
struggle to put food on the table let alone 
those special items to celebrate a Seder. 

YOU can help make a difference. Join 
Jewish Family Services, the Rabbinical 
Association of Greater Kansas City and 
area congregations in collecting Passover 
food items. The first Seder begins Friday, 
April 19th. More than 160 families will 
be helped through your participation in 
the Passover food drive.

Among the items needed are grape juice, 
matzah and matzah meal, cake meal, 
baking mixes, matzah ball mix and soup. 
Our congregation has chosen to collect 
donations of matzah meal and grape juice; 
packaged items should be labeled “ko-
sher for Passover.” Drop off items at your 
congregation through early April. Mone-
tary donations are also being accepted by 
check or online through the JFS, website 
jfskc.org, and funds are used to purchase 
food items to include in the holiday food 
packages. By participating in the Passover 
Food Drive you are putting into action 
the traditional words of the Haggadah, 
“let all who are hungry come and eat.” 

There are a variety of volunteer oppor-
tunities available in connection with the 
Passover Holiday Food Drive. If you or 
someone you know wants to volunteer, 
please call 913-730-1410 or email 
volunteer@jfskc.org.

For more information about the Food 
Pantry, please contact Jo Hickey, JFS 
Food Pantry Director, at 913-327-8257 
or email her at jhickey@jfskc.org.

AND THE 
WORK OF

TZEDAKAH 
SHALL BRING 

PEACE.

ISAIAH 32:17

Community Second Night of Passover Seder
A community second night of Passover 
Seder will be offered on Saturday, April 
20th and hosted by Congregation Ohev 
Sholom. The Seder is an opportunity for 
family and friends to come together as a 
community for the telling of the Passover 
story – to reflect on our past and look 
forward to a future of freedom and libera-
tion for all people throughout the world.

Through engaging stories, song and 
discussion, we will retell the story of the 
Exodus, Crossing the Sea, the story of our 
people’s journey from slavery to freedom 
and remember those around the world 
who struggle with injustice every day.

A traditional kosher-for-Passover Seder 
meal will be prepared under supervision 
of the Vaad Hakashrut of Kansas City 

and served under the supervision of the 
participating rabbis.

The community Seder is sponsored by the 
Rabbinical Association of Greater Kansas 
City, funded in part by the Community 
Legacy Fund of the Jewish Community 
Foundation of Greater Kansas City and 
supported by congregations.

Registration forms will be available the 
end of February online at www.kcrab-
bis.org or forms can be picked up at 
area congregations. For information or 
to inquire about confidential financial 
assistance, contact Annette Fish, Admin-
istrator/Program Director, Rabbinical 
Association, by email, afprogram@aol.
com or call 913-327-4622.

mailto:volunteer%40jfskc.org?subject=
mailto:jhickey%40jfskc.org?subject=
http://www.kcrabbis.org
http://www.kcrabbis.org
mailto:afprogram%40aol.com?subject=
mailto:afprogram%40aol.com?subject=
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Emily Tummons, Music Director
emily@beth-torah.orgMusic Program

2019 Spring Session
Sunday, April 7th, 3:00 p.m.

Beth Torah is excited to host our 4th annual “Spring Session,” a 
concert featuring all original songs by local composers, at 3:00 
p.m., Sunday, April 7th.

In our last music article for the Tekiah, we placed a call for 
composers, singers, volunteers, and donors. Thank you for all of 
your responses! 

The 14 composers for 2019 have been all gathered together now.

From the broader Kansas City Jewish community, the following 
composers will be sharing new Jewish songs this year: Rachel 
Black, Michelle Cox, Rabbi Jonathan Rudnick, Linda Salvay, 
Warren Sickel, and Rabbi Scott White. If you’d like to know 
more about each of them, take a look at our Beth Torah website! 

This month, we are taking a deeper look at our homegrown 
songwriters, those who are a part of our Beth Torah circle. The 
following composers from our Beth Torah family have been invit-
ed to share new Jewish songs this year: Jim Appelbaum, Carmen 
Dieker, Jill Fine, Mike Fine, Tim Intfen, Stu Lewis, Emily Tum-
mons, and Lezlie Zucker. Let’s learn a little more about them: 

Jim Appelbaum shared his first 
Spring Session song at last year’s 
concert: “Ushmor.” He’s a mem-
ber of the Jewbie Brothers. This 
year that rockin’ band will present 
another original song by Jim, called 
“You Are Standing Here Today,” an 
outflow of Deuteronomy 29 and 
30. If you love the Jewbie Brothers 
as much as we do, this is a great time to buy your ticket to attend 
the 30th Anniversary Beth Torah Bash, as the Jewbie Brothers are 
going to perform one dancing song after another: Saturday, April 
13th, don’t miss it!

Carmen Dieker has helped me di-
rect each of the Spring Sessions, and 
her work is vital to arranging many 
of the songs that are performed at 
this concert every year. She always 
offers to the audience her own origi-
nal Jewish songs too. Carmen’s com-
positions are shared in CBT’s Shab-
bat services, Hanukkah programs, 
High Holy Days, Contemplation 

Nights, and significant milestones in the life of the congregation. 
For the 2019 Spring Session, Carmen will not only bring us a new 
Jewish song she’s been working on; she’ll also lend her singing and 
playing to the songs of many other composers.

Jill Fine returns to the Spring Session 
for her third year as a featured compos-

er. It was 
hard to 
narrow 
down all 
the songs 
she’s written in the last couple of 
years, to pick one to be featured in 
our 2019 concert. Ultimately, “This 
Sacred Space” was chosen: this is 
Jill’s original melody for the Shabbat 
reading in our siddur that begins, “I 

enter this sacred space to voice the longings of my heart in prayer 
. . .” Regular attenders of Shabbat services will recognize this read-
ing, and will find that the brand-new music woven into the words 
greatly elevates the meaning!

Mike Fine has loved Jewish music 
ever since he was a child. He has 
served as a member of the CBT 
Men’s Group since Day 1, and has 
recently delved into songwriting. 
Mike co-wrote a song with his wife, 
Jill, a wedding medley, and Rabbi 
Cattapan and Rachel Black were 
gracious enough to perform it for 
the 2018 concert. For our upcoming Spring Session, the House 
Band will help to perform his original energy-infused, joy-filled 
song to welcome Shabbat!

Tim Intfen may be the most prolific songwriter our temple 
has ever seen. The number of 
Jewish songs he has written since 
he began his journey in 2015 now 
numbers in the triple digits! This 
year, Tim’s fourth Spring Session, 
Tim’s two songs will be “Adonai 
Ori,” and “The Soul You Have 
Given Me,” which is an English 
rendition of our morning Elohai 
N’shamah prayer. 

Stu Lewis studies music composition at the UMKC Conser-
vatory Academy. This will be the 
fourth year that one of his com-
positions has been included in the 
Spring Session. His first, in the 
year 2016, was an original setting 
of “L’cha Dodi.” This year, in 
2019, Stu is excited to collaborate 
once more with Rachel Black, who 

Continued on page 9

mailto:emily%40beth-torah.org?subject=
http://beth-torah.org
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will help bring his original setting of 
“Adon Olam” to life for our concert. 

Lezlie Zucker comes from a fam-
ily where music was the second 
language. She has enjoyed sharing 
several of her original Jewish songs 
over the years we’ve held Spring 
Sessions at CBT, including: “Mi-
ri’s Song,” “Stand & Pray: Adonai 
S’fatai,” “By the Rivers,” “Or Chadash,” and “Happy Little 
Niggun.” This year, one of the songs she’ll present is called 
“Kol Han’shamah Niggun.”

Rabbi Doug Alpert, of Congregation Kol Ami, will serve as em-
cee for this event. A light sweets reception will follow the concert. 
The Spring Session is open to the public, and a $5.00 donation at 
the door is suggested. The 2019 Spring Session is funded in part 
by a generous grant from the Jewish Federation of Greater Kansas 
City, and also funded in part by the “Supporters Circle,” a group 
of individual donors from Congregation Beth Torah.

The Gift Shop at Beth Torah
The Gift Shop has been a part of our congregation from the be-
ginning. When the original plans for our building were made, a 
group of insightful members recognized the need for a Judaica 
gift shop. Through the years, The Gift Shop at Congregation 
Beth Torah has been “watered and nurtured” by our many vol-
unteers and by our faithful customers. This means we need you 
to support our shop. Please make The Gift Shop the first place 
you look when shopping for a special gift!

• Stop by The Gift Shop at least twice a year. Come see all the 
new items. The Gift Shop has a special gift for every occasion.

• Second, sign up for a gift registry for your upcoming sim-
chas. Please contact our shop if you want to see if your 
person has a gift registry.

• Third, don’t miss out on our many special events. For exam-
ple, The Gift Shop encourages our customers to buy trees in 
Israel. This can be done all year round, but at The Gift Shop 
it is a special event during the month before Tu B’Shvat.

• Finally, tell your friends and family about buying at least two 
gifts per year from our Gift Shop. 

So, what event is The Gift Shop having now? It’s the time of 
year when The Gift Shop is taking pre-order sales for Passover 
Candy from Miss Chocolate Candies from Barton’s Candies. 
The Gift Shop not only offers a large variety of Passover Can-
dies, but a large variety of household items. Last year, several 
popular items included colorful plastic cups with straws at-
tached or large plastic mixing bowls with mixing splash guards.

Finally, thank you to all the people who come to The Gift Shop. 
It is wonderful to hear your positive comments and suggestions. 

Shalom, The Gift Shop at Congregation Beth Torah

Community-Wide 
Purim Day Seudah

Jewish community members of all ages will join together on 
Thursday, March 21st, for a Purim Seudah (a festive meal on 
Purim day) beginning at 10:00 a.m. at Village Shalom. The 
Purim celebration will include a Purim-sing-along, Purim 
BINGO, an engaging and interactive reading of the megillah, 
light festival lunch meal, assembling Shalach Manot gift bags 
and an optional traditional megillah reading after lunch.

There is no charge to attend the program but attendees are en-
couraged to bring a canned good for the JFS Food Pantry. Partici-
pants are welcome to wear a costume! The Purim Seudah is spon-
sored by the Rabbinical Association in collaboration with Village 
Shalom and generously supported by the Flo Harris Foundation 
of the Jewish Community Foundation of Greater Kansas City.

Advance reservations are required by Wednesday, March 13th. 
Space is limited and reservations will be accepted on a first 
come basis. If planning to attend, please register online at 
kcpurim.eventbrite.com, email afprogram@aol.com, or call 
913-327-4622 no later than March 13th. Indicate the number 
of people attending, including number and ages of children and 
the name of each person. For additional information, 
visit kcrabbis.org.

Continued from page 8

http://kcpurim.eventbrite.com
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Panim el Panim 
(Face to Face) 

Next Steps in Social Action
If you were one of the 75+ individuals 
who attended our Panim el Panim pro-
gram on February 10th, you learned about 
five featured social action programs that 
we hope will not only help our communi-
ty and our world, but help Congregation 
Beth Torah achieve its goal of making 
Judaism relational for its members. Please 
take a minute to review the projects listed 
below and contact the organizer listed by 
the program if you want to help.

Beth Torah Park Days

Did you know that the lovely piece of 
land behind our building that goes down 
to the stream is designated on Google 
Maps as “Beth Torah Park”? Help keep 
the grounds around Beth Torah clean 
while enjoying exercise and conversa-
tion with your CBT friends. During the 
school year, we can have a cup of coffee 
and a bagel and join our community for 
Family T’filah before we head outside. 
ALL ARE WELCOME!

Join your CBT friends one Sunday a 
month (March–October) while we all get 
a little exercise and keep “our” park clean!

Project Coordinator: 
Greg Zarobsky 
gzarobsky@gmail.com

Harvesters’ Backsnack Program

Harvesters’ BackSnack program provides 
a weekly backpack filled with nutritious, 
child-friendly food for schoolchildren to 
take home over the weekend. More than 
100,000 children in Harvesters’ service 
area receive free and reduced-price school 
meals during the week, and many of 
those are at risk of hunger on weekends.

BackSnack is a partnership between Har-
vesters, a participating school and a local 
community partner—usually a corporate, 
civic or religious organization. Harvest-
ers provides the food in snack bags. The 
local community partners help facilitate 
picking up the BackSnack food kits from 

Harvesters and distributing them to the 
schools. School principals and/or coun-
selors determine which children receive 
BackSnacks at each school. 

How Can YOU help? Volunteer to help 
pack the bags and/or deliver them to our 
partner school. Do it with a friend (the 
bags are heavy) and celebrate your efforts 
with brunch after your Thursday morn-
ing delivery! Donations of individually 
wrapped snacks (50 items) such as cheese 
& cracker packages, raisins, breakfast or 
protein bars to supplement the food we 
receive from Harvesters are also welcome.

Project Coordinator: 
Teresa Hellman 
816-678-5910 
Teresa.Hellman50@gmail.com

Coupons For The Military

Were you aware that military families 
can redeem grocery coupons up to 6 
months after they expire? Join some of 
your CBT friends on the first Sunday 
of every month to clip, sort and add up 
these coupons that all members of CBT 
are encouraged to bring to the CBT office 
and place in the designated box.

Spend an hour getting to know new 
friends and provide a service to the 
families of those who serve and protect 
our country.

Project Coordinator: 
Sheila Goldberg 
816-444-5086 
sgoldberg2@kc.rr.com

Tikkun-KC

Tikkun-KC acquires abandoned, dilapi-
dated and distressed houses in some of the 
worst neighborhoods in Kansas City, Mis-
souri. We renovate to today’s standards and 
sell them to vetted low income individuals 
and families on a seller financed note struc-
tured to fit their specific circumstances. We 
provide quality affordable housing to those 

that truly need and deserve it.

This will take a house off the demolition 
list and put it back on the property tax 
roll, saving the city thousands of dollars 
and providing much needed tax revenue 
for Jackson County. We hire contractors 
from the area for renovation and yard 
clean up. A ripple effect usually occurs 
when we tackle the worst houses on the 
block, and others will begin trimming 
bushes, painting and other long neglected 
repairs. When we purchase a house, we 
try to purchase any adjacent vacant lots 
and turn them into community gardens or 
clean them up for green spaces. Last but 
certainly not least a deserving family goes 
from renting to home owner, planting 
roots and help stabilize the neighborhood.

Share your talents in painting, yard work 
or an array of other jobs that need to be 
done. There is no better way to forge a 
friendship than getting down and dirty!

Project Coordinator: 
Larry Myer 
kcrealestate1@gmail.com

Mitzvah Garden

Kansas City’s Mitzvah Garden is located 
at 12320 Nall Avenue in Overland Park, 
just west of the Temple, B’nai Jehudah. 
The Garden is a community-wide project, 
not linked to any congregation.

During the year, the Garden provides 
about 10,000 pounds of fresh produce 
to food pantries throughout the city. On 
Sunday from 8:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. the 
Garden hosts as many as 20 volunteers 
planting, weeding, or harvesting food.

Sustainability is a major focus of the 
Garden, which includes three beehives, 
a solar array, and a 6,000-gallon water 
capture facility. Families are welcome to 
volunteer at the Garden.

Project Coordinator: 
Scott Franklin 
sfranklin8@att.net

mailto:gzarobsky%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:Teresa.Hellman50%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:sgoldberg2%40kc.rr.com?subject=
mailto:kcrealestate1%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:sfranklin8%40att.net?subject=
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• TRIBUTES •

Beth Torah General Fund

In Memory Of:

Larry Fine
Howard Tobias

Jim & Kelly Kaplan
Jim Haun

Ronnie & Larry Lerner
Elena & Israel Kopyta

Lidia Foundas 

Rabbi Cattapan  
Discretionary Fund

Ron & Jo Ann Ginson 

In Memory Of:

Otto Hirsch
Bill & Charlotte Kessler

Stanley Altman
Marion Altman & Family

Bobbie Levy
Karen Gross

Bill & Charlotte Kessler

Rabbi Levin  
Discretionary Fund   
In Memory Of:

Esther & Jerry Shapiro
Barry & Chris Shapiro

Lillian Optican
Richard Optican

Rabbi Kleinman 
Discretionary Fund
In Honor Of:

Rabbi Kleinman
Loren & Sandy Meyer

CBT Fund for 
Families in Need
In Memory Of:

Gerald Cohen
Ken Cohen

Jose Adler
Hilda Adler
Federico Adler
Betty Adler

Maggie Adler
William Carter, father

Barbara Gutierrez

In Honor Of:

Birthday of Harriet Spitz
Anniversary of Richard & Martha 
Pastcan

Morris & Lynne Faiman

Hunger Fund
In Memory Of:

Rose Klieger Kaufman
Judith & Marshall Weingarten

Jose Adler
Hilda Adler
Federico Adler
Betty Adler

Maggie Adler

Educating Our Future Fund
Samantha & Quentin Hammontree

In Memory Of:

Mitchell Rudman
Jim Hahn

Margie & Steve Cooper
Rose Frances Romeo

SueAnn Strom

Music & Choir Fund
In Memory Of:

Jack Osman
Stan Osman

Jim Haun
David & Nina Shik

In Honor Of: 

The Bar Mitzvah of Noah Tarjan
Froma & Jules Willen

Gordon Waller 
Youth Activities Fund
In Memory Of:

Dorothy Chapman
Paul Chapman

An uplifting celebratory evening of Gospel, Hip-Hop, 
Classical Music, Poetry, Film, Spoken Word

Saturday, April 6th, at 7:30 p.m. and Sunday, April 7th, at 2:00 p.m.
Fire In The Heart shows how the arts can help us process, heal, and transcend traumatic events, 
whether they be in our own lives or the lives of others, while entertaining and enriching us at 
the same time. This is a performance that includes 20+ performers speaking in the art forms 
that gave them the strength and inspiration they needed to rise above traumatic circumstances 
in their own lives. It is a community of artists committed to changing the way we experience 
trauma and strengthening community resilience. The two-hour production includes gospel, 
hip-hop, classical music, dance, poetry, film, theater and autobiography.

CBT’s own Rabbi Cattapan will be one of the singers performing at this event!
Don’t miss a Beth Torah note. You can see Fire in the Heart on Saturday evening 

and be at Beth Torah on Sunday for the Spring Session!

For more information and to buy tickets visit: thewhitetheatre.org

http://thewhitetheatre.org
http://thewhitetheatre.org
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The rabbis say, during the Jewish month of Adar 
our happiness increases. This year we have 2 Adars! 

SALE through March 20th
Sundays–Thursdays: 8:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.

The Jewish Community Center / Gallery in the Main Lobby

For more information visit: https://bit.ly/2T3qgxb 
Questions or interested in purchasing?
Contact Jill M. at 913-327-8077

• COMMUNITY NEWS •

Learn Laugh & Love Programs
The Learn Laugh & Love program series is sponsored by Jewish 
Family Services and the Heritage Center of the Jewish Commu-
nity Center. On Thursday, March 21st, Sally Fletch will present 
a program called “Let’s Talk About Not Falling.” The 1:00 p.m. 
program will take place in the MAC Room at the Jewish Com-
munity Campus. Fletcher is a trained nurse and certified Fall 
Stop… Move Strong™ trainer. While intensive exercise isn’t for 
everyone, incorporating deliberate movement into activities of 
daily living can be done by most of us. This session demonstrates 
easy, simple, yet effective ways to strengthen muscles, if done 
regularly. Come prepared to practice what is demonstrated. 

All Learn Laugh & Love programs are free but reservations are 
requested by calling The Heritage Center reception desk at  
913-327-8044.

JFS Sponsors Free Grief Support Group
Jewish Family Services is starting another Grief and Loss Support 
Group this month that continues for 10 sessions. The group 
meets the first and third Wednesday of each month at 2:00–3:30 
p.m. at the Jewish Community Campus. The group, which is 
free, provides the opportunity to address issues of loss and grief 
within a Jewish spiritual context in a warm and confidential envi-
ronment. The Rabbinical Association of Greater Kansas City also 
sponsors the group. 

The group is co-facilitated by Rabbi Mark Levin and Erica Bench, 
LPC. The support group is for individuals grieving from the 
death of a spousal partner, life partner or immediate adult family 
member. Rabbi Levin will offer feedback based upon his Jewish 
spiritual background.  

While there is no charge to attend the support group, those 
wishing to participate (or who would like additional information) 
should register by contacting Debra Orbuch Grayson, JFS Clini-
cal Manager, at 913-327-8298 or email her at dgrayson@jfskc.org.

Career Skills & Connections Offers 
Free Coffee Club Every Monday

Join Career Skills & Connections (CSC) every Monday at 9:00 
a.m. in the Jewish Community Center of Greater Kansas City 
Board Room for Coffee Club. The first hour, led by a Career 
Coach, includes an educational component on a job search 
related topic; the remaining time provides an opportunity for 
networking. The fourth Monday of the month is led by the 
Midwest Alliance for Mindfulness. Speakers will present topics 
relevant to job seekers and the emotional side of the job search.  
Monday morning Coffee Club is FREE and you need not be a 
client of CSC to attend. Light refreshments are served. For more 
information contact employment@jfskc.org or 913-730-1449.

https://bit.ly/2T3qgxb
mailto:dgrayson%40jfskc.org?subject=
mailto:employment%40jfskc.org?subject=
https://bit.ly/2T3qgxb
http://TheJKC.org/growup

