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Sunday, September 16th
• 1st Day of Religious School

Sunday, September 23rd
• 1st session of Jewish Jumpers

Wednesday, September 26th
• 1st Night of TAG

Saturday, September 29th
• BTTY to Louisburg Cider Mill

Visit
https://bit.ly/2PpEEv0

for the 
complete Beth Torah
September calendar

Please note:
Our office will be closed for the 

national holiday of 
Labor Day on Monday, 

September 3rd. 
We will reopen on Wednesday, 
September 5th at 9:00 a.m.

High Holy Day Worship Schedule 2018/5779
Selichot — Saturday, September 1st (Community Program held at Congregation Beth Torah)

 8:00 p.m. .................................................................................................. Selichot Dessert Reception
 8:45 p.m. ................................................................................................................................. Havdalah
 9:00 p.m. ..............................................................................................Community Selichot Program
 10:10 p.m. ................................................................................................Community Selichot Service

Rosh Hashanah — Sunday, September 9th
 7:30 p.m. ................................................................................................ Erev Rosh Hashanah Service

Monday, September 10th
 9:00 a.m. .....................................................................................  Rosh Hashanah Family Experience
 10:30 a.m. .....................................................................................................................Morning Service
 12:45 p.m. ............................................................................................................Teen Lunch and Learn
 12:45 p.m. ................................................................................................... Rosh Hashanah Luncheon*

The Beth Torah Ethical Food Policy team is helping make the Rosh Hashanah luncheon a better experience by showing how 
our food choices can help improve animal welfare, our environment and  our health.  And it will still taste great!

  1:45 p.m. ....................................................................................................................................Tashlich
* Sponsored by the Senior Rabbi Discretionary Fund 

Yom Kippur — Tuesday, September 18th
 7:30 p.m. ................................................................................................................... Kol Nidre Service

Wednesday, September 19th  
 9:00 a.m. .............................................................................................Yom Kippur Family Experience
 10:30 a.m. .....................................................................................................................Morning Service
 1:30 p.m. .......................................................................................................................  Tikkun Service
 2:15 p.m. ......................................................................................................................... Yizkor Service
 3:30 p.m. ........................................................................................................................Study Sessions
 3:30 p.m. ................................................................................................................ Teen Study Session 
 4:30 p.m. ..................................................................................................Mincha/Avodah Experience
 6:00 p.m. ........................................................................................................................ N’ilah Service*

* Followed by Break the Fast in the ulam sponsored by the Ellenberg family

Sukkot and Simchat Torah 
(All events and services at Beth Torah except for Monday, October 1st) 

Sunday, September 23rd, 6:30 p.m. .................................................................... Erev Sukkot Service
Monday, September 24th, 9:00 a.m.....................................................................Study in the Sukkah 
Sunday, September 30th, 6:30p.m. .................................. Erev Simchat Torah Service with Hakafot 
Monday, October 1st, 10:30 a.m. .................................................Simchat Torah Service with Yizkor*

*This service will be held in coordination with The Temple, Congregation B’nai Jehudah, in their chapel: 
12320 Nall Ave, Overland Park, KS 66209

https://bit.ly/2PpEEv0
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Our Pillars
We are a vibrant, modern 

Reform Jewish congregation 
where everyone matters.

Congregation Beth Torah:
Embraces Energizes
Illuminates Inspires
Responds Connects 

FOR MORE INFORMATION
Phone: 913-498-2212

Fax: 913-498-1071
6100 West 127th Street

Overland Park, KS 66209
Email: info@beth-torah.org

Website: beth-torah.org
Facebook:

facebook.com/CongregationBethTorah

OFFICERS
President .................................................... Barry Katz
First Vice President ................................. SueAnn Strom
Vice President ............................................ Boyd Bolter
Vice President ..........................................Brandi Fisher
Secretary ................................................ Genna Stowe
Treasurer ................................................ Howard Pitler

BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
Jeff Antoniewicz 
Miccole Bowen

June Crane
Todd Davisson
Scott Franklin
Mike Ginsberg

Jo-Ann Harris 
Amy Kane

Stan Osman 
Stephen Steigman

Nick Toniazzo
Zach Zwibelman

BTTY Co-Presidents.....................Sam Fine & Max Gates
Immediate Past President ...................... Linda Zappulla

STAFF 
Senior Rabbi ...............................Rabbi Javier Cattapan
Founding Rabbi .............Rabbi Mark Levin, D.D., D.H.L.
Music Director...................................... Emily Tummons
Director of Operations ............................... Laura Intfen
Director of Finance ..................................... Tara Hyder
Director of Lifelong Learning .... Rabbi Monica Kleinman
Office Manager .................................Alyssa Schildhorn
Administrative Assistant ........................ Sharon Altman
Administrative Assistant ................... Samantha Mungai
Bookkeeper.............................................. Barbara Kitt
Choir Director ....................................... Carmen Dieker 
Tekiah Editor ............................................ Laura Bolter

A Note from Rabbi Javier Cattapan

5779: A Year of Connecting 
and Reconnecting

During the High 
Holy Days we are 

taught to spend time thinking about how 
to renew our relationships. We are encour-
aged to create new connections for the year 
ahead as well. We try to think about where 
we have been in the months leading up to 
the New Year, and strive to connect with 
our spiritual side. We may do it by reflect-
ing on our actions during the past year 
and by evaluating why we acted the way 
we did. We pray that we may learn from 
our failures and shortcomings, as well as 
from our successes, with the goal in mind 
of doing better next year. Also, we try to 
connect with our tradition by attending 
services and reciting ancient prayers. 

Even if we are not sure of the meaning of 
the Hebrew (or Aramaic), and even if we 
have doubts about the effectiveness of rit-
ual at all, Jews flock to hear Kol Nidre as if 
summoned by some ancient call. We may 
feel a deep connection to Yom Kippur, 
but if we do not, we may yearn to have it. 
As the old joke has it, Mr. Cohen goes to 
shul to talk to God and Mr. Levy comes to 
talk to Mr. Cohen. I do want to encour-
age everyone to make a connection to our 
tradition, to God, and to ourselves. The 
fact of the matter is that some of us belong 

to Beth Torah because we are connected to 
each other. We enter our beautiful building 
and we are happy to see our friends and 
fellow congregants with whom we share 
our lives. Many of us have that connection. 
Many of you have also connected to one 
of us, members of the staff and leadership 
of our congregation. For many of us, our 
relationships with a member of our clergy 
or staff might have been how we began our 
connection with Beth Torah in the first 
place, but I believe that what kept it alive 
is our connection to each other.

But what happens if one of our connec-
tions is broken? It is very simple: We 
reconnect. I will be the first to admit that 
I have gotten to know only a fraction of 
our membership. During Rosh Hashanah I 
will issue an invitation to have 100 ONE-
on-ONE coffee meetings with 100 of you. 
If we have already connected, great. I want 
to make it possible for at least 100 of you 
to connect with me over a nice cappuccino 
(or whatever you would like). I will ask 
you three simple questions: Why did you 
join Beth Torah? Why do you remain a 
member? What could Beth Torah do bet-
ter? We will take it from there. Plain and 
simple: I want to hear your story.
jcattapan@beth-torah.org

Have a Simcha to Share with the Community?
Birthday, Anniversary, Amazing Accomplishment?

Please consider sponsoring an “upgrade” in someone’s honor for a 
future Sunday morning at the Weiner Religious School!

Share your naches
and a nosh with our
Beth Torah family!

Fruit Tray
Cinnamon Rolls

Flavored Cream Cheese

You’re just a scan and 
click away from a 

delicious morning!

mailto:info%40beth-torah.org?subject=
http://beth-torah.org
http://facebook.com/CongregationBethTorah
mailto:jcattapan%40beth-torah.org?subject=
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By now you 
have received 
the information 
packet regarding 
the upcoming 
High Holy 
Days. Thanks 
to Laura Bolter, 

this year the information is presented in a 
much more streamlined and pleasing for-
mat. Although the finished product looks 
clean and simple, the effort to make that 
happen is enormous. Laura is extremely 
generous to us with her time and expertise 
and we are very grateful to her for that. You 
will also notice that many of the items, that 
in the past required paper sign-ups, can 
now be completed online at our website, 
Beth-Torah.org. Which reminds me—the 
new look and improved navigability of our 
website are also the result of Laura’s prodi-
gious efforts on our behalf.

The High Holy Days at Beth Torah are 
always meaningful, but this year there are 
two significant changes that will greatly 
enhance the experience. First, we will all be 
praying together at every service. I am per-
sonally looking forward to the extra dose of 
energy and community that this change will 
bring about. There will likely also be some 
logistical challenges as we all get used to 
more people coming and going at the same 
time. But, with patience, understanding 
and cooperation, we’ll all work together to 
make sure everyone has the opportunity to 
achieve the experience they are looking for. 

The second change will be the greatly 
improved sound system in the sanctu-
ary that will provide clear and consistent 
sound wherever you may be sitting. These 
improvements have been made possible 
through a gift arranged by the Shik family 
from the Paul and Doris Flam Donor Ad-
vised Fund. Nina Shik, a long-time mem-
ber of our choir, is passionate about Beth 
Torah’s music program and was the driving 
force behind making this happen. The en-
hanced sound is something that we’ll all be 
able to enjoy for a long time to come.

Another new element this year will be the 
High Holy Day Appeal: Say “Yes” to Beth 

Torah. As you reflect and seek renewal on 
Yom Kippur, I’ll be asking that you also 
consider the role that Beth Torah plays 
in your life. This appeal will present the 
opportunity for all of us to sustain and 
support our spiritual home. I hope every-
one will respond with what they can afford 
in accordance with their feelings toward 
this community and the needs we have to 
continue to fulfill our mission.

Last month, the 15th annual CBT Golf 
Tournament gave us momentum toward 
meeting our fundraising goals for the year. 
After so many years, there is a tendency to 
take the success of this event for granted. 
But there is no way it happens without 
the tremendous effort of our tournament 
chairs, Sharon Altman and Samantha 
Hammontree. There are a vast number of 
details to manage and execute in order to 
secure golfers, sponsors, volunteers, prizes, 
silent auction items and all the ingredients 
needed for lunch, dinner and on-course 
snacking and hydration. I am very grateful 
for Sharon and Samantha’s dedication to 
producing a fun and successful event—
challenging for them, seamless for us.   

I am also grateful to the honorary chairs 
of our 30th Anniversary celebration, Drs. 
Karen and Steve Arkin, who, in the name 
of the Speak Up Foundation, were the title 
sponsors of this year’s tournament. Speak 
Up stands for Suicide Prevention Educa-
tion Awareness for Kids United as Partners 
and I am glad Beth Torah could provide a 
platform for promoting this cause.

Barry Katz, President
bkatz12306@gmail.comPresident’s Corner

In Memoriam:
Linda Jacobson

Congregation Beth Torah Member 
and mother of Shelley Mann and 
grandmother of Daniyar Mann

Joyce Goodman
Aunt of Elaine Tobias

Mazel Tov to:
Lon & Suzy Lowenstein 

on their marriage

Torah Portion
August 31 / September 1 | 21 Elul 

Ki Tavo

September 7/8 | 28 Elul
Nitzavim

September 14/15 | 6 Tishri
Vayelech

September 21/22 | 13 Tishri
Ha’azinu

September 28/29 | 20 Tishri
Chol Hamoed

Chavurahs Forming!
There will be a meeting on Sunday, 
November 18, 2018 to form new 
chavurahs. We will meet at Congregation 
Beth Torah at 12:30 p.m. Many CBT 
members have expressed interest in 
joining a chavurah. We hope that you will 
be able to join us on that date. If you are 
unable to attend, but still want to join a 
group, please contact us. 

Our chavurah is a very important part 
of our lives. When we first met at a 
chavurah formation meeting more than 
15 years ago, none of us knew each other. 
Since then, we have become like family, 
and it truly has been a blessing. The 
reason we decided to volunteer to help 
other chavurahs is to pass our wonderful 
experience on to others. 

Let us know if we can answer any 
questions you may have. We’re looking 
forward to seeing you on November 18th!

Susie & Jerry Klinock
Susie.Klinock@gmail.com, 913-663-5446

Join us for the first 
Quarterly Forum of the 
2018-2019 Fiscal Year

Sunday morning, September 23rd 
Come and find out what’s nu!

9:00 a.m. Bagel Breakfast
9:30 a.m. Family Worship in the Sanctuary
10:10 a.m. (about) Forum in the Bride’s Room

See you then

http://Beth-Torah.org
mailto:bkatz12306%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:Susie.Klinock%40gmail.com?subject=
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Laura Intfen, Director of Operations
lintfen@beth-torah.orgConnections

The Path of Return….
Whether you are spending your first 
High Holy Days with the Beth Torah 
community, or your 30th, it is a good 

idea to review the avenue from the parking lot to the pew so you 
can focus on the prayers of your heart and soul as you take your 
seat for the 5779 Days of Awe. 

You should have received your High Holy Day packet in the 
mail by now. If you haven’t, please contact the Beth Torah 
office. Also, check out our High Holy Day page online as you 
can do most of your volunteering, extra ticket acquisition and 
Azkara name requesting there as well as your signing up for 
babysitting. There is also a link to a PDF copy of the schedule 
for you to print and stick on your refrigerator for that moment 
in your busy day when you ask yourself, “When DOES that 
service start?” 

The Mailing: This year’s mailing was created by our own Laura 
Bolter. It is totally different from prior years’ mailed packets of 
folded forms and pieces of paper. The booklet in the mailing is 
not only beautiful, but chock full of news you can use for every-
thing from Selichot through Simchat Torah. 

Also in the mailing is a letter from Beth Torah founders with 
some history and information regarding this year’s High Holy 
Day Appeal. Say “Yes” to Beth Torah is a supported campaign 
by many members of our community who were here when we 
opened our doors. 

The last piece of the mailing is your High Holy Day tickets. 
This year there is one ticket that you will use on Erev Rosh 
Hashanah, Rosh Hashanah morning and Kol Nidre, and then 
a separate ticket specifically for Yom Kippur morning. The 
reasoning behind this will become evident when you open your 
packet. Remember that we are here at the office should you have 
any questions about anything in your packet. Your feedback on 
our new mailing contents is appreciated. 

The Signing Up for Things: This year we have moved onto the 
internet with our sign-ups. If you go to our website and click 
on the large High Holy Day button, you can find much of the 
information that is in the booklet, plus you can find links to sign 
up and pay for babysitting, extra tickets, and the listing of your 
loved ones in our Azkara book. On this same page, you can also 
sign up to be a participant in our worship services or help out as 
a parking lot attendant or usher.  Of course, you can always call 
the office and do these very same things over the phone. Which-
ever way works for you, works for us. All tickets not sent in the 
mailing will be available at our “will call” table beginning on Erev 
Rosh Hashanah. No extra trips into the building are necessary. 

The Road from Parking to the Pew: This would be a good year 
to practice your “getting here early” skill. The new schedule will 
require a little planning on your part. As you enter our parking 
lot from any of the entrances, keep in mind that our circle will 
be available only for drop-offs. The lane directly in front of the 
building will be accessible from the north (Lamar) entrance and 
there will be designated spots for our members and visitors with 
handicapped plates or a rear-view mirror sign for their vehicle. 
We have the blessing from the Deer Creek neighborhood across 
127th street as well as the neighborhood behind us on Lamar 
to park on the streets there, but please follow the simple good 
neighbor rules that are spelled out online and in the booklet. 
Also, be very careful crossing the street. Remember that the 
127th Street speed limit is 45 mph. Those cars come up fast. 

Once you have parked, please remember to bring your tickets 
with you out of the car. Our dedicated Board of Trustees mem-
bers will be out front checking your ticket. Our “will call” is lo-
cated in the office area and accessible from the front walkway and 
from inside. Please know that we have the tickets being checked 
and the police officers outside for your safety and security. Your 
cooperation and patience as you enter the building is appreciated. 

Once you are in the building, you will see our wall of name 
tags. I am 100% sure that there are people in our community 
that you do not know, and then there are those you know by 
sight, but not by name. And also, there are people that may 
know your face, but not remember your name. Our names 
are important. Please pick up your name tag on your way into 
the building and wear it while you are here. Just as important, 
please return it to the bins that are set up on your way out. 

 As is written in Pirke Avot 4:17:
Our Rabbis taught that there are three crowns:
the crown of Torah,
the crown of priesthood,
and the crown of royalty.
But they emphasized that
the crown of a good name excels them all.

Babysitting will once again be in the school area of our building 
and there will not be room for drop-offs this year. You must sign 
up ahead of time, either online or by calling the office. 

As in years past, you will pick up your book and your an-
nouncement sheet from our wonderful ushers just outside the 
sanctuary. There will even be extra ushers this year to help you 
find seating since there is just no telling how crowded our sanc-
tuary will get due to the new schedule. 

Continued on page 5

mailto:lintfen%40beth-torah.org?subject=
https://beth-torah.org/highholydays
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Continued from page 4

CAMP 
SCHOLARSHIP 

CHALLENGE GRANT
A Unique Opportunity to 

Double Your Donation
The Lowenstein Family 
Supporting Foundation 

has offered to match future donations 
to Beth Torah’s Camp Scholarship Fund 

in $20,000 increments up to $100,000.
 We need to raise $20,000 to get the first match. 

We are over 25% toward the first goal.
Please help us build on that by 

making your contribution to our 
Camp Scholarship Fund today.

15th Annual
Remembrance Walk

 Sponsored by SASS-MoKan
(Suicide Awareness Survivor Support)

Sunday, September 9th 
Loose Park • 51st and Wornall

Registration at 8:00 a.m. | Walk at 9:00 a.m.

The walk is for anyone who has dealt with a loss from suicide, 
homicide, or other traumatic loss.

Registration is $25 in advance on the website at 
http://www.sass-mokan.com/Sass-walk 

or $30 the day of the event.

The walk includes a t-shirt and other items.

Included in the event is a name remembrance, 
dove release, song, and flowers.

All monies collected stay in the KC area to benefit 
suicide awareness and education.

Please contact 
bonswade@gmail.com 
if you have questions.

After services, there is no reason to rush out of the build-
ing to make room for the second service attendees. Take 
your time. Visit with each other. Learn someone’s name. 
Have someone learn your name. Discuss the sermon, a 
meaningful prayer or a song that touched your soul with 
someone before you head out to the parking lot. Enjoy 
your Holy Day community. Then return… again. 

“We have worked hard for family, friends and good 
causes. Judged our actions honestly, done justly, sancti-
fied the ordinary and pursued peace. For all these good 
deeds that we do, O God of Goodness, encourage us, 
support our efforts and help us to do even better.”

– Rabbi Paul H. Levenson, Newton, MA 

May 5779 bring you and all you love wholeness 
and peace. 

Speak Up Walk Set For September 16th 
Raising Awareness About Mental Illness

The Speak Up Foun-
dation was inspired, 
created and formed by 
two families who both 

suffered devastating personal losses due to mental illness 
resulting in suicide. One of these families is the Arkin 
family. Drs. Karen and Steve Arkin are the honorary 
co-chairs of Beth Torah’s 30th Anniversary, long-time 
members and supporters of our community in so many 
different ways.  Their son Jason grew up as a child of 
our community and lost his fight with mental illness in 
2015. It is from these tragic life events that the Speak 

Up Foundation rose from the fiery ashes of emotional 
pain and despair to create this foundation dedicated to 
change. These are two families who have walked different 
paths in life but are now joined in one united fight. They 
stand together to break the silence and reduce the stig-
ma surrounding all mental illness and suicide.
Register here to Speak Up in order to reduce the stig-
ma of mental illness through education and expanding 
resources on our September 16th, 2018 Speak Up, Break 
the Silence Walk.
www.firstgiving.com/event/jfskc/speak-up-walk-2018

http://www.sass-mokan.com/Sass-walk
mailto:bonswade%40gmail.com?subject=
http://www.firstgiving.com/event/jfskc/speak-up-walk-2018
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Rabbi Monica Kleinman, Director of Lifelong Learning
mkleinman@beth-torah.orgReligious School

BTTY: Beth Torah Temple Youth
Hello,

BTTY went to 
the Royals game 
on August 12th, 
and we had a 
blast! Our boys 
in blue lost 8-2 
to the Cardinals, 
but it was still fun 

to go. We were even hanging in there for a 
large part of the game, which is more than 
what any of us thought we were going to 
be able to say; it kept us on the edge of our 
seats. They were even handing out free jerseys 
when we got there.

We had about nine kids come with us, 
which is a pretty good turnout for a BTTY 
event. We had bought 20 tickets, though, 
in order to get a group discount, so we 
sold most of the remaining tickets to adult 
congregants who wanted to join us. We’re 
looking forward to having more events like 
this, and we’re excited to welcome even more 
friends to BTTY in the future.

Our next event is going to be at the Louis-
burg Cider Mill for Ciderfest. They have a 

corn maze, a pumpkin patch, arts and crafts, 
live music, wagon rides, and so much more! 
Oh, and of course, don’t forget the apple 
cider and donuts. This will be on Saturday, 
September 29th from 2:30 to 6:00 p.m., 
with pickup and drop-off being at Beth 
Torah. Please bring $10 in addition to any 
spending money you might want. It’s open 
to any Jewish teen 6th-12th grade, so invite 
your friends too. See you there!

In order to RSVP for the Louisburg Cider 
Mill event, or if you have any other questions, 
please contact Rabbi Monica Kleinman at 
mkleinman@beth-torah.org, or you can call 
the Beth Torah office at 913-498-2212. And 
if I could be of assistance in any way, please 
don’t hesitate to contact me at swfine42@
gmail.com. If you’re not already in it, you may 
want to join the BTTY Facebook group to 
keep up with all we’re doing. You can contact 
one of us if you need help with that. And, as 
always, be sure to look out for future Tekiah 
articles so we can keep you up-to-date.

Until next time, Sam

5779 Faculty & Madrichim
Pre-Kindergarten

Becky Toniazzo
Tori Bass
Sam Fine

Kindergarten
Jill Fine
Max Gates

1st Grade
Diana Hurst

Hannah Ginsberg

2nd/3rd Grade
Morgan Fasbinder

Lia Davidson

4th Grade
Michael Fine

Sam Reicher

5th Grade
Denise Ellenberg

Specialists
Art

Norine Rosenblum
Talia Chase

Molly Levinson

Hebrew
Henri Goettel

Library/Madrichim 
Coordinator
Elaine Tobias
Shoshana Fisher
Stella Roodman
Alexis Shaffer
Bella Stowe

Music
Emily Tummons

Zachary Zwibelman

Sasone Coordinator
Lindsey Lipsky

Paraprofessionals
Hannah Ramsey

Azia Tobias

Administrative 
Assistant

Samantha Mungai

Welcome to 5779!
I am delighted 
to share our 
amazing faculty 
and madrichim 

for our Weiner Religious School and TAG 
programs this coming year. You’ll see some 
new faces, old friends, and a group excited to 
celebrate being Jewish together! 

We will welcome back many favorite activ-
ities as well as introduce some new ones! 
Family T’filah will begin at 9:30 a.m. as 
usual, and then off to our classrooms to see 
what the day brings! Art, Music, Library 
time, Hebrew, who knows where we will go! 
Chaverut (friendship) time is back, providing 
great social time for our young friends in dif-
ferent classrooms and leadership opportuni-
ties for our teens. We will celebrate holidays, 
live out Jewish values, and continue to be a 
positive presence in the community around 

us.

On Wednesdays our teens will learn with 
Denise Ellenberg and Zachary Zwibelman, 
along with Rabbi Cattapan and myself. In the 
fall we will all take a look at Israel: from the 
great innovations coming out of its industry, 
its beautiful landscape and history, as well as 
challenges we may face as American Jews.

We are also delighted to announce a new 
program for our littlest learners – Jewish 
Jumpers! Designed for those who aren’t quite 
ready for Religious School, this bimonthly 
program is full of Jewish fun and friends! 
Our active program is for little ones between 
the ages of 2 and 4 (and their grown-ups)! 
June Crane will bring her many years of 
experience with little ones to this engaging 
program. If you or someone you know is 
interested, have them contact me.

mailto:mkleinman%40beth-torah.org?subject=
mailto:mkleinman%40beth-torah.org?subject=
mailto:swfine42%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:swfine42%40gmail.com?subject=
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Emily Tummons, Music Director
emily@beth-torah.orgMusic Program

High Holy Day 
Instrumentalists

In the last two months, we’ve intro-
duced you to the singers in this year’s 
High Holy Day services at CBT: the 
Chorus that will sing in the Evening 

services, and the Octet that will sing in the Morning services. 

This month we’ll list the people joining us this season who are 
offering their talents and hearts through playing an instrument:

Randy Deutch (bass): Erev Rosh Hashanah, Rosh Hashanah 
Morning, Kol Nidre, Yom Kippur Morning, N’ilah

Carmen Dieker (violin, piano, harp): All services except 
Yom Kippur Minchah/Avodah

Kevin Dolan (guitar): Rosh Hashanah Morning, Kol Nidre, 
Yom Kippur Morning

Brandon Draper (percussion, guitar): Erev Rosh Hashanah, Rosh 
Hashanah Morning, Yom Kippur Morning, N’ilah

Larry Figg (cello): Kol Nidre

Nanette Kraus (piano): All services except Tikkun/Yizkor services

Some of those names have been listed on our High Holy Day 
announcement sheets for many years, names like Randy and 
Larry. For Carmen and Kevin, this is their fifth High Holy 
Day season with CBT. This is Nanette’s second High Holy Day 
season with us. The new name on our High Holy Day list is 
Brandon Draper. 

Brandon was a guest instrumentalist for us at our Erev Shavuot 
Meditation Circle. This event put on by the music program was 
enhanced greatly by the rhythmic textures that Brandon wove 
into the music. We look forward to inviting him into our space 
this year for High Holy Days as well. 

It’s a custom to offer a bio in the Tekiah of each new instrumen-
talist we welcome into our midst. On the next page you may 
read Brandon’s bio. Additionally, we encourage our congrega-
tion to take a few moments to greet him! Brandon is a professor 
of world percussion at the University of Kansas. The insights 
that shape his musical choices here at CBT (for example using 
what’s called the beladi rhythm for our singing of “V’al Kulam”) 
are fascinating. Welcome to the team, Brandon.

Friday Nights at CBT
Here is the leadership team (rabbi and musicians) for Erev 
Shabbat services throughout the month of September, begin-
ning with the very tail end of August:

August 31st: “A Taste of High Holy Days” Rabbi Javier 
Cattapan, Randy Deutch (bass), Carmen Dieker (violin/
harp), Brandon Draper (percussion), Kevin Dolan (guitar), 
Larry Figg (cello), Tim Intfen, Nanette Kraus (piano), 
Emily Tummons

September 7th: Rabbi Javier Cattapan, Tim Intfen, Nanette 
Kraus, Emily Tummons

September 14th: Shabbat Shuvah (the last Friday evening using 
our Mishkan HaLev prayer book)  
Rabbi Javier Cattapan, Carmen Dieker, Emily Tummons

September 21st: Rabbi Javier Cattapan, Randy Deutch, Carmen 
Dieker, Tim Intfen, Emily Tummons

September 28th: Rabbi Javier Cattapan, Tim Intfen, Nanette 
Kraus, Emily Tummons

Simchat Torah Band
Would you like to play an instrument in this year’s Simchat 
Torah Band? 

Here are all the details. Please let me know no later than Friday 
afternoon, September 14th, if you’d like to sign up! Just email: 
emily@beth-torah.org.

Simchat Torah: Sunday, September 30th at 6:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m. is the call time for the Band

Band Rehearsal: Wednesday, September 26th
7:00–8:30 p.m.

The only requirement for signing up is to play an instrument, to 
be available for the September 26th rehearsal, and to come in early 
(5:30 p.m.) on the day of the event. If you can do that, you are IN!

Continued on page 8

mailto:emily%40beth-torah.org?subject=
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Continued from page 7

THANK YOU...
...for bringing a bag of food 
and/or paper products to 
donate EVERY time 
you enter the building.

BTTY GOES TO
CIDERFEST!

Come join BTTY for a fun day of doughnuts, mazes,
and, of course, apple cider!

Please RSVP to
mkleinman@beth-torah.org or 913-498-2212.

The cost is $10, and you may want to bring spending money.
See you there!

Who: any Jewish teen in 6th–12th grade
What: a fun day at Louisburg Cider Mill during Ciderfest

When: 2:30–6:00 p.m. on Saturday, September 29th
Where: drop o� and pickup is at Beth Torah

Get to Know Brandon Draper
Brandon Draper has enjoyed a celebrated career as drummer, 
percussionist, producer, multi-instrumentalist and educator.  In 
addition to freelancing and teaching, he currently performs as a 
solo artist, multi-instrumentalist. With the Turkish-Jazz group 
Alaturka, Draper recorded, co-mixed and performed on the 2013 
release “Yalniz” (4.5 Stars - Best albums of 2013 - Downbeat 
Magazine). Brandon plays guitar with his father (a renowned 
Hammond B3 organist) in The Draper Family Band and he runs 
the acclaimed children’s interactive music program Drum Safari 
with his wife of 14 years, Teryn.

Currently Draper is on music faculty at the University of Kan-
sas where he teaches jazz drums, world percussion, steel band 
and is the director of Music Enterprise certificate, combining 
music business and entrepreneurship. Draper is also the head of 
percussion and world music studies at Johnson County Com-
munity College. He holds a Bachelor’s degree in percussion 
performance from Bethany College, and a Master’s of Music 
with distinction from the University of New Mexico.

As an educator, Draper has taught at the University of New Mex-
ico, University of Missouri-Kansas City, East Mountain High 
School, and multiple high schools throughout the Midwest and 
Southwest, as a clinician and as a world and marching percus-
sion consultant. He has led master-classes at the Percussive Arts 
Society Day of Percussion in Kansas, Nebraska, and New Mexico, 
and performed at the Percussive Arts Society International Con-
vention. He has also led workshops at Music Educators Associa-
tion conferences in New Mexico, Kansas, and Missouri.

Photo credit: Kimberly DV

Upcoming 
Bar Mitzvah

Arlo Natan Hennecke 
will be called to the 
Torah as a Bar Mitzvah 
at Shabbat worship on 
Saturday, September 
22, 2018 at 10:30 a.m. 
Arlo is a 7th grader at 
California Trail Middle 
School. He enjoys 
science, video games and he is looking forward to his 
first puppy later this year.  Arlo has performed on stage 
the past three summers at Theater Camp at the J. Arlo 
is the son of Bob and Debbie Hennecke of Overland 
Park. The congregation is invited to join the family at 
worship and for the Kiddush luncheon that follows.

mailto:mkleinman%40beth-torah.org?subject=
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Beth Torah Receives 
Community Outreach Award 

from the Crescent Peace Society
The Crescent Peace Society is a non-profit organization that 
serves as a focal point of action in the Kansas City Metropoli-
tan Area for raising awareness of different Muslim cultures. It 
establishes and maintains liaisons with educational institutions, 
religious groups, and local media. Its mission is to enhance the 
understanding of the Muslim cultures through educational and 
cultural activities involving the exchange of ideas and experienc-
es among the people of diverse cultures.

In the aftermath of the 2016 Presidential election, Laura Intfen, 
the Director of Operations for Beth Torah, attended the Cres-
cent Peace Society’s first “Meet a Muslim” event. It was a cathar-
tic and gratifying experience for everyone in attendance. After-
wards, Laura reached out and inquired about hosting a similar 
event here at CBT:

“Our congregation would like to be a part of the ongoing effort to 
find the similarities between us,” she wrote in an email. “Congrega-
tion Beth Torah would like to step up and be a part of bringing our 
community together in support of the Muslim community. I, and 
our congregation, agree with your process of peace through educa-
tion and community discussions.”

Since that email we have hosted two “Meet a Muslim” events 
here at Congregation Beth Torah, as well as a special “Teen 
Meet a Muslim” event in collaboration with the Kansas City 
Interfaith Youth Alliance (KCIYA). These events put Muslims, 
Jews and members of other faith communities together to talk 

about our unique religious experiences as well as the many simi-
larities between our faiths.

In Islam, there is a belief that Jews, Christians and Muslims are 
linked together as followers of the Prophet Ibrahim (Abraham) 
known as the “People of the Book.” Through the collaborative 
work between Congregation Beth Torah and the Crescent Peace 
Society we have been able to celebrate this religious kinship.

The Crescent Peace Society honored Beth Torah with this year’s 
Community Outreach Award, for working in partnership with 
them at the CPS 22nd Annual Awards dinner in August.

At the dinner, the award was presented by Crescent Peace Soci-
ety President Ahsan Latif and received by Rabbi Kleinman and 
Denise Ellenberg. Denise, along with Denise Pakula, co-chaired 
the “Meet a Muslim” programs.

Pick -a -Party!

 Saturday, November 3rd, 7:00 p.m. 
Make Your Mark–A Creative Workshop 

Linda and Barry Katz invite you to be enlivened and inspired at this hands-on workshop event that 
focuses on creative collaboration. This is an innovative and structured art workshop facilitated by two 
Hallmark Master Artists, Lynn Giunta and Craig Lueck. (Check out Instagram or Facebook to see their 
work.) Prompted and instructed by these experts, you will learn and explore with tools and techniques 
that make creating fast and fun! Come join us for dinner, drinks, the workshop and a chance to win one 
of the two pieces of framed artwork that you helped to create. No artistic skill or talent is required. That 
will emerge as you work with your dinner companions and the talented and charming consulting artists. 
No supplies needed. 

Sunday, September 30th, 
6:30 p.m. 

Sukkot Party Under the Stars
Enjoy a delicious fall dinner prepared by 
your hosts, Adrianne and Vic Applebaum 
and Susan and Joel Waxman. Adult 
beverages will be served, and the evening 
will also feature a themed speaker for all to 
learn from and enjoy!

Here are some upcoming parties that you won’t want to miss:

The variety of activities and creativity of our members who are hosting the Pick-a-Party events are amazing. You won’t 
want to MISS OUT! So, go to the following link: beth-torah.org/30th-anniversary-pickaparty to sign up TODAY. 
You’ll enjoy meeting congregational members, involving a fun activity and FOOD, and have the opportunity to donate 
to Congregation Beth Torah. All parties are underwritten by our fabulous hosts. As a party participant, a portion of your 
ticket price will be considered a donation to CBT. 

http://beth-torah.org/30th-anniversary-pickaparty
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Sep. 23rd, 30th
Oct. 14th, 21st
Nov. 4th, 11th
Dec. 9th, 16th
Jan. 6th, 13th, 20th

Feb. 3rd, 10th
Mar. 3rd, 24th
Apr. 7th, 14th, 28th
May 5th

Select Sundays • 10:00-11:00 a.m.

Looking for an interactive Jewish 
experience for your little one? Those 
between ages 2 and 4 are invited (along 
with a grown-up) for an hour of Jewish 
stories, songs, active games, and fun 
with June Crane!

This class is provided free of charge and open to the
Jewish community, but we ask that you RSVP to

Rabbi Monica Kleinman (mkleinman@beth-torah.org)
or the CBT o�ce at 913-498-2212.

What is a Holiday?
As we prepare for this very special time of 
year, some of us think about our upcom-
ing holidays or simchas. The word “Hol-
iday” can be defined as a day or days of a 
religious festival and the word “simcha” 
is a noun meaning “festive occasion.” 
Whether you say the word holiday or 
simcha, you are usually defining a happy 
occasion. At Congregation Beth Torah, 
we believe one part of our holiday/simcha 
experience is being with our community. 
Whether we meet at the synagogue or in 
our homes, each holiday provides us a 
chance to reconnect with our Congrega-
tion Beth Torah community. 

As you connect with family and friends, 
you might find you need a simcha gift. 
The Gift Shop at Congregation Beth To-
rah has all your holiday needs. This time 
of year, we continue to have our New Year 
New Tallit sale. Now through September 
17th, all the in-store tallit are 25% off. 
There are many beautiful tallit for all 
different styles. Come in and see if there is 
a new tallit for you.

The Gift Shop has a variety of shofars, 
Apple and Honey Plates and Wonderful 
Hostess Gifts. We have volunteers who 
are available to help you find the perfect 
gift for every occasion. It is always nice to 
come together during this important time 
of year.

Gift registry is available for a wedding, 
new baby, b’nai mitzvah, birthday, 
anniversary, special gift for a teacher or 
any occasion that makes your life special. 
The Gift Shop would like to be your first 
choice for every holiday or simcha.

It is always nice to come together during 
this important time of year. 

L’Shanah Tovah to All!
Happy and Healthy New Year 5779!
– Kelly Kaplan

mailto:mkleinman%40beth-torah.org?subject=
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Photos by Brianna Butler Photography
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	 	 SELICHOT	

PROGRAM	AND	SERVICE	
Saturday,	September	1,	2018	
Congregation	Beth	Torah	(6100	W.	127th	St.	OP,	KS	66209) 

	

Join	our	Community’s	Rabbis	for	Study	and	Conversation	as	we	explore	the		
LIMITS	OF	FORGIVENESS	

 
The Limits of Forgiveness: How Far can Reconciliation Go 

Rabbis Doug Alpert, Javier Cattapan and Jonathan Rudnick 
 

Repentance and the Rest of your Life 
Rabbis Moshe Grussgott and Herbert Mandl 

 
Forgiveness: What Happens When They Say No, and Other Sticky Situations 

Rabbis Arthur Nemitoff and Scott White 
 

Sound the Call to Forgiveness- How the Shofar, Selichot & Forgiveness are Connected 
Rabbis Josh Leighton, Beryl Padorr, Sarah Smiley 

 
Self-reflection, Self-repentance, Self-forgiveness” Understanding Heshbon Ha-Nefesh 
(accounting of the soul) 

Rabbis David Glickman and Linda Steigman 
 

To	Register	or	for	additional	information,	visit	
kcrabbis.org		or	contact	Annette	Fish,	Rabbinical	
Association	Administrator/Program	Director,	email:	

afprogram@aol.com	or	phone:	(913)	327-4622	
 
Sponsored	by	the	Rabbinical	Association	of	Greater	Kansas	City	in	
collaboration	with	area	congregations	with	generous	support	from	
the	Jewish	Federation	of	Greater	Kansas	City		
	

	 	 	 	 					8:00	p.m.	DESSERT	RECEPTION	
	 	 	 	 					8:45	p.m.	HAVDALAH	
	 	 	 	 					9:00-10:00	p.m.			PROGRAM		

10:10 p.m. SELICHOT SERVICE 
The late hour and the themes articulated in the liturgy will prepare the  
congregation for the Days of Awe and set the tone for the days ahead. 

 
Led by Rabbis Alpert, Cattapan, Glickman, Leighton, Nemitoff, Padorr, Rudnick,  

Smiley, Steigman, and White,and musical leadership team of Hazzan Tahl Ben-Yehuda,  
Rachel Black, Michelle Cox, Anna Jaffe, Warren Sickel, Lara Steinel,  Emily Tummons,  

and a community choir 
 

Selichot services also take place at Midnight at Kehilath Israel,  
and 12:55am. at Beth Israel Abraham and Voliner. 

mailto:afprogram%40aol.com?subject=
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• TRIBUTES •

Beth Torah General Fund

Bobby Epsten

In Memory Of:

Laura Bram
Alan Bram

Emil Kuhn
Fran & Whitey Kuhn

Morris Merker
Gail Goldstein 

Jerome F. Spiegel
Jo-Ann Harris

Blake Ephraim
Nini & Skip Rosenstock

Roza Kheyfets
Oleg Kheyfets

In Honor Of:

Howard Pitler’s birthday
Scott & Amy Franklin

Rabbi Cattapan 
Discretionary Fund

Marvin & Eva Steiner   
Alexander Karmazin & Emily Collins

In Memory Of:

Helen Gilman
Richard Gilman & Lynn Murray

Lilly Jacobson
Bill & Charlotte Kessler

Lori Ginson
Ron & Jo Ann Ginson

Barbara Steiner
Marvin & Eva Steiner

In Honor Of:

Our Wedding
Lon & Suzy Lowenstein

My Conversion
Greg Zarobsky

In Appreciation Of:

Rabbi Cattapan
Dianne & Marty Lustig

Rabbi Levin Discretionary Fund   

In Memory Of:

Peedee Brown
Phillip Brown

Ida Kaplan
Alice Kaplan

Barbara Steiner
Marie Difilippo

In Honor Of:

Our Wedding
Lon & Suzy Lowenstein

CBT Fund for Families in Need

In Memory Of:

Ronald Freed
Morris & Lynne Faiman

Ruth Deutsch
Sue Crane

Hunger Fund

In Honor Of:

Ruth Worthington’s 70th birthday
Mike, Josh, and Joel Worthington

Educating Our Future Fund

SueAnn Strom
Louise Hipsh & Neil Breslow
Neil & Debbie Bass
Donna Gould
Paul Chapman

In Memory Of:

Adrienne Balagur
Linda Zappulla

Blake Ephraim
Henri Goettel 
Samantha & Quentin Hammontree 
Marvin & Eva Steiner

Shirley Solomon
Marvin & Eva Steiner

Joannie Geifman 
Gertrude Levy 
Sarah Zubatsky

Margie & Steve Cooper

Music & Choir Fund

In Memory Of:

Jacob Osman
Stan Osman

Sylvia Sue Carter
Barbara Gutierrez

Amy Dennis Pierron 
Music Fund

In Honor of:

Ruth Worthington’s milestone 
birthday

Marcia & Larry Rittmaster 
Ellen & Jim Merrill

Camp Scholarship Fund

Ellie Penner

In Memory Of:

Blake Ephraim
Michele Pavin 
Marcia & Larry Rittmaster

In Honor Of:

Lon & Bill Lowenstein for their 
support and belief in Jewish 
Summer camping and for providing 
the experience for so many 
Beth Torah Youth

Marcia & Larry Rittmaster

Bill Lowenstein’s 92nd birthday
Marge & Harvey Kaplan

Gordon Waller 
Youth Activities Fund

In Memory Of:

Blake Ephraim
Linda Zappulla
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• COMMUNITY NEWS •

Community Support Needed For Holiday Meals
There are those in our community who cannot afford to pur-
chase traditional food for the High Holy Days—but you can 
make a difference!

Share the sweetness of the holiday with others by donating to 
the holiday meal effort sponsored by Jewish Family Services, in 
partnership with the Rabbinical Association of Greater Kansas 
City. A $25 donation helps provide a family of four with roast 
chicken, soup, challah, honey, sweets and fresh produce for a 
holiday meal. This financial support will provide 130 Jewish 
families with the makings for a traditional holiday. JFS pur-
chases, packages and delivers both kosher and non-kosher meals 
with the help of volunteers. 

Financial donations are requested by September 6th to ensure 
delivery of food by Rosh Hashanah. If you wish to sponsor a 
meal for a family, you can do so online at www.jfskc.org/donate. 
Please note the word “holiday” in the drop down menu. Checks 
to underwrite the holiday meals can be sent to JFS, Attn: Holi-
day Meal”, 5801 W. 115th St., Overland Park, KS 66211.

JFS Food Pantry Benefits From 
Whole Foods Bag Credit Program

If you shop Whole Foods Market at the Overland Park or Olathe 
stores, you can help the Jewish Family Services Food Pantry!

For every reusable bag shoppers use, Whole Foods will donate 
10 cents toward the JFS Pantry! The effort will continue through 
September 30th. So don’t forget to bring your bags and have your 
change create change and help those who face food insecurity!

High Holy Days Food Drive 
To Fill Shelves of Pantry

Jewish Family Services and the Rabbinical Association of Greater 
Kansas City are working together with area congregations to 
address the ever-growing need for food assistance in Kansas City.

Every month, the two locations of the JFS Food Pantry provide 
sustenance for 390 families giving out 22,000 pounds of food 
including 200 bags of pet food that feed 300 beloved pets. Of 
those JFS serves, 25 percent are under 18.

JFS needs your help to keep the Pantry stocked and help those 
facing food insecurity.

During the High Holy Days, the public is asked to fill a grocery 
bag with a variety of food for a family to enjoy. Please drop off 
donations at local Jewish congregations or in designated Pantry 
barrels at the Jewish Community Campus or JFS Brookside 
location at 425 E. 63rd Street. Donations will be accepted 
through the fall Jewish holidays.

Don’t have time to shop? No Problem! Consider making a 
financial contribution online at www.jfskc.org/donate or mail 
a check to JFS, Attn: Holiday Food Drive, 5801 W. 115th St., 
Suite 103, Overland Park, KS 66211. JFS staff will shop for 
needed items to keep Pantry shelves stocked.

For more information, please contact Food Pantry Director 
Jo Hickey at jhickey@jfskc.org or call 913-327-8250.

Positive Parenting Workshop 
Returns in October

A three-part positive parenting workshop will take place on Oc-
tober 15th, 22nd and 29th at the Jewish Community Campus 
in the evening, 7:00–8:30 p.m. Jewish Family Services Child & 
Family Therapist Wendy Anderson will facilitate the workshop, 
focusing on strategies for healthy problem solving, balancing 
love and discipline, limit setting, and improving parent-child 
communication. Anderson earned her bachelor’s degree in social 
work at the University of Kansas, and her master’s degree in so-
cial work from the University of Denver. Her focus has primar-
ily been with children and families, with an emphasis on family 
systems, cognitive behavioral and play therapy approaches. 

The fee for this three-part workshop is $30. Advanced registra-
tion is required. To register for the workshop, or for additional 
information, please contact Susie Hurst, JFS Director of Family 
Life Education, at susieh@jfskc.org or (913) 327-8259.

Career Skills & Connections 
Offers Free Coffee Club Every Monday

Join Career Skills & Connections (CSC) every Monday at 9:00 
a.m. in the Jewish Community Center of Greater Kansas City 
Board Room for Coffee Club. The first hour, led by a Career 
Coach, includes an educational component on a job search 
related topic; the remaining time provides an opportunity for 
networking. The fourth Monday of the month will be led by the 
Midwest Alliance for Mindfulness. Speakers will present topics 
relevant to job seekers and the emotional side of the job search. 
Monday morning Coffee Club is FREE and you need not be a 
client of CSC to attend. Light refreshments are served. For more 
information contact CSCinfo@jfskc.org or 913-730-1449.

Mitzvah Baskets Available for Centerpieces
Jewish Family Services has centerpiece baskets available to rent 
for your next simcha. All proceeds benefit the JFS Food Pantry. 
Please contact Jo Hickey, JFS Food Pantry director, at 
913-327-8257 or email her at jhickey@jfskc.org. To volunteer 
to help in the Pantry please email volunteer@jfskc.org or call 
913- 730-1410.

http://www.jfskc.org/donate
http://www.jfskc.org/donate
mailto:jhickey%40jfskc.org?subject=
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