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CHESHVAN/KISLEV 5779Friday, November 2nd
• Ask the Rabbi Erev Shabbat

Sunday, November 4th
• Jewish Jumpers

Tuesday, November 6th
• Election Day

Thursday, November 8th
• Rabbi Lunch and Learn

Sunday, November 11th
• Jewish Jumpers

Wednesday, November 14th
• Blood Drive

Friday, November 16th
• Beit Kenesset

Saturday, November 17th
• BTTY Date Night Babysitting

Sunday, November 18th
• Chavurah Formation Meeting
• Rabbi Cattapan Speaks at the 

Atriums about Sephardic Culture

Visit
https://bit.ly/2PRk6ew

for the complete
Beth Torah

November calendar

A Note from Rabbi Javier Cattapan

HIV/AIDS Past and Future
In November of 1985, 
at the 58th General 
Assembly of the Union of 

American Hebrew Congregations (later URJ), 
the concerned leaders of our Reform Judaism 
passed a resolution addressing the AIDS 
epidemic. The resolution reflected how little we 
knew then about the scientific aspects of HIV, 
but it also showed great moral clarity: “Not 
only are people with AIDS facing the trauma 
of terminal illness, they are also being subjected 
to inhumane discrimination and isolation in 
all aspects of their lives. People with AIDS 
are being evicted from their dwellings, losing 
their jobs, and being denied access to public 
accommodations and community services.” 

Two years later, in 1987, another resolution 
called on every congregation to “In the spirit 
of Bikur Cholim (visiting the sick) reach out to 
individuals infected with the AIDS virus, their 
families, and their friends by providing food, 
clothing, legal assistance, transportation, and 
empathetic listening.”

A year later, Beth Torah was founded and 
we sprang into action. We partnered with 
SAVEhome, the first 24-hour hospice care 
facility in Missouri for individuals dying from 
AIDS, by preparing and delivering dinner 
for the residents every Sunday. Thanks to the 
tireless effort of our volunteers, led by Lauren 
Aaronson, we stayed at it for 30 years! Recently, 
SAVEhome has changed its model, so our meals 
will not be needed moving forward; yet, HIV/
AIDS is still affecting lives in our area and 
around the world. 

In those early days, the LGBT community 
was impacted the most by both the health 
and discrimination issues. The gender reality 
of the global HIV/AIDS epidemic shows us 
a different picture. Most studies suggest that 
unprotected heterosexual sex is the single most 
important factor in the transmission of HIV 
worldwide. New infections among women 
and adolescent girls are rising rapidly and they 
now make up half of those infected and 60 
percent in sub-Saharan Africa. The intersection 
of the social status of women and the extreme 
poverty in some of the African countries could 
harm the future of the world. According to the 
Religious Action Center of Reform Judaism, 
“Global prevention strategies must be based on 
these gender realities, rather than perpetuating 
erroneous assumptions about sexual behavior 
and HIV/AIDS.” It took many of us in Ameri-
ca to recognize those affected by the HIV virus 
living next to us; how much harder is it to help 
those living in a distant land? 

Sadly, the AIDS crisis continues in part because 
of the inability of the peoples of the world, our 
governments, and our business leaders to see the 
millions struggling with HIV/AIDS as people of 
infinite value, each with their own spark of the 
D ivine. Let us look at people who are affected 
by HIV/AIDS, to see them as Judaism would 
have us see them, to recognize their divinity, to 
help them to the education, the medicines, the 
treatment, and the lives they deserve. 

According to Jewish tradition, every person 

Continued on page 2

Shabbat Schedule
• Erev Shabbat

• Nosh: 6:00 p.m.
• Worship: 6:30 p.m.

• Shabbat morning
• Sichat Shabbat: 9:00 a.m.*
• Worship:  10:30 am

*There will be no Sichat Shabbat 
on November 24th

https://bit.ly/2PRk6ew
mailto:jcattapan%40beth-torah.org?subject=
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Our Pillars
We are a vibrant, modern 

Reform Jewish congregation 
where everyone matters.

Congregation Beth Torah:
Embraces Energizes
Illuminates Inspires
Responds Connects 

FOR MORE INFORMATION
Phone: 913-498-2212

Fax: 913-498-1071
6100 West 127th Street

Overland Park, KS 66209
Email: info@beth-torah.org

Website: beth-torah.org
Facebook:

facebook.com/CongregationBethTorah

OFFICERS
President .................................................... Barry Katz
First Vice President ................................. SueAnn Strom
Vice President ............................................ Boyd Bolter
Vice President ..........................................Brandi Fisher
Secretary ................................................ Genna Stowe
Treasurer ................................................ Howard Pitler

BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
Jeff Antoniewicz 
Miccole Bowen

June Crane
Todd Davisson
Scott Franklin
Mike Ginsberg

Jo-Ann Harris 
Amy Kane

Stan Osman 
Stephen Steigman

Nick Toniazzo
Zach Zwibelman

BTTY Co-Presidents.....................Sam Fine & Max Gates
Immediate Past President ...................... Linda Zappulla

STAFF 
Senior Rabbi ...............................Rabbi Javier Cattapan
Founding Rabbi .............Rabbi Mark Levin, D.D., D.H.L.
Music Director...................................... Emily Tummons
Director of Operations ............................... Laura Intfen
Director of Finance ..................................... Tara Hyder
Director of Lifelong Learning .... Rabbi Monica Kleinman
Office Manager .................................Alyssa Schildhorn
Administrative Assistant ........................ Sharon Altman
Bookkeeper.............................................. Barbara Kitt 
Administrative Assistant ...........................Rachel Bolter 
Choir Director ....................................... Carmen Dieker
Tekiah Editor ............................................ Laura Bolter

is created in the image of God (Gene-
sis 1:26). Everywhere, the stigma and 
discrimination attached to HIV/AIDS, 
compounded with issues of poverty, ad-
diction, limited access to sexual education 
and healthcare, continue to call us to 
action. HIV/AIDS continues to afflict 
humanity, so the challenge is to find 
how each one of us as individuals and 

as a congregation will find a new way of 
showing compassion for those affected by 
the disease and towards their family and 
friends. We need to be local and global 
at the same time, and find ways of living 
our values of bikkur holim and chesed, 
love and compassion, which have not 
changed and will remain our focus in the 
next 30 years!

World AIDS Day
(See Rabbi Cattapan’s article on page 1)

Help Beth Torah shed light on this 30th Anniversary of World 
AIDS Day (which will be celebrated on December 1 , 2018) by 
joining us on Erev Shabbat, November 30th. Not only will we 
have the latest information for you, but we will take a moment 
to reflect on Beth Torah’s tireless work for local AIDS sufferers 
for the past 30 years. Our member Lauren Aaronson joined 
her compassion with the needs of the community almost 30 years ago as Beth Torah 
partnered with SAVEhome to create homemade meals for residents of this Missouri home 
for individuals dying from AIDS.
SAVEhome has changed its focus, but we as a community owe so much to Lauren for 
her work over the years, and on Erev Shabbat, November 30th, we will be honoring her 
for this work.
Nosh at 6:00 p.m. and worship at 6:30 p.m.

Continued from page 1

The first night 
of Hanukkah is 

Sunday, December 2nd 

Support Congregation Beth Torah 
every time you make a purchase 

from Amazon. It’s easy!

• Go to smile.amazon.com and sign up 
choosing “Congregation Beth Torah”

• After you sign up, your future 
purchases (minus shipping, gift 
wrapping, etc.) automatically 
contribute .05 percent to CBT.

• Just bookmark the smile.amazon.com 
site and start all of your purchases from 
there. You don’t have to do anything 
special and there is no cost to you.

Thank you for your support.
Happy shopping.

In Memoriam:
Everett Evnen

Father of Judith Evnen

Mary Patricia (Pat) Sylvia
Mother and mother-in-law of Beth Torah 
members, Adam & Stephanie Elyachar, 

Ann Elyachar, and Matthew & Gloria Elyachar, 
and grandmother of Jonah Elyachar, 

Sarah Elyachar, Abigale Elyacharshuster, 
Isaac Elyacharshuster, Aaron Elyachar & 

Jacob Elyachar

Yasher Koach to Donna Gould, Carol 
Sader and Bonnie and Mickey Swade 
for being among the “Inaugural 70 
over 70” honored by Shepherd’s Cen-
ter of KC Central, that inspire others 
and improve our community. These 
amazing individuals were recognized 
at an award ceremony the evening of 
October 30th. The Beth Torah com-
munity is thrilled that these heroes are 
part of our community and celebrate 
that they have received this well-de-
served appreciation and notoriety.

mailto:info%40beth-torah.org?subject=
http://beth-torah.org
http://facebook.com/CongregationBethTorah
http://smile.amazon.com
https://sccentral.org/70over70/
https://sccentral.org/70over70/
http://smile.amazon.com
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Name tags. 
Wait, isn’t that 
how I started 
out last month’s 
President’s 
Corner? Indeed 
it was, as I 

wanted to focus on the myriad of details 
that go into planning and delivering 
the High Holy Day experience at Beth 
Torah. This month I want to focus on 
Relational Judaism; and name tags are 
a great place to start that discussion. It’s 
hard to relate to someone if you don’t 
know their name or if you fear they may 
not be open to getting acquainted. A 
name tag solves both of those problems. 
It not only reveals your name, but it 
also strongly suggests that you’re ready 
to talk.  If that weren’t the case, you 
wouldn’t put it on in the first place.

My wife, Linda, and I put our name 
tags to use right away—at the first ever 
Beth Torah Rosh Hashanah lunch. We 
sat down next to a couple that we recog-
nized, but didn’t know. We didn’t need 

to ask them their names—they were 
wearing their name tags, too. At first the 
four of us talked about what we knew 
we had in common—the lovely service 
we just attended and Beth Torah in gen-
eral. But as time passed we got into a 
wider range of topics and stories—up to 
and including the variety of hearing aids 
available at Costco. Just a few weeks 
later we saw each other again at the 
Beth Torah Pick-a-Party that took place 
at the World War I Museum. Another 
layer of connection was added.

Rabbi Cattapan introduced the concept 
of Relational Judaism in his sermon on 
Erev Rosh Hashanah. He challenged us 
to be open to making connections and 
promised that the Beth Torah staff will 
be focused on creating opportunities for 
that to happen. Of course, many such 
opportunities already exist. Whenever 
we gather—say for a service, a celebra-
tion, a shiva or a program—we should 
all be thinking about how connecting 
with someone new in that circumstance 
will enhance our Jewish experience and 

strengthen our community.

Next month on Saturday, December 
7th, we will all have a great opportunity 
to hear much more about Relational 
Judaism. Our guest that night, as we 
celebrate Shabbat and Hanukkah, will 
be Dr. Ron Wolfson, author of the 
seminal work on this topic: “Relational 
Judaism: Using the Power of Relation-
ships to Transform the Jewish Commu-
nity.” Wear your name tag.

Barry Katz, President
bkatz12306@gmail.comPresident’s Corner

Torah Portion
November 2/3 | 25 Cheshvan

Chaye Sarah

November 9/10 | 2 Kislev
Toldot

November 16/17 | 9 Kislev
Vayetze

November 23/24 | 16 Kislev
Vayishlach

From Strength to Strength
Thank you to Drs. Karen & Steve Arkin for being our

Honorary 30th Anniversary Chair People

Save the Dates for these upcoming festivities as we 
continue to celebrate 30 years of Congregation Beth Torah in 5779!

December 7, 2018: We will have Dr. Ron Wolfson, inspi-
rational author and motivation teacher, bring his warmth, 
insight, and humor to Beth Torah and fill our weekend 
with stories and best practices based on the principles of 
Relational Judaism. Save the date for that Erev Shabbat, 
December 7th, for some Hanukkah lights and music, 
connecting with Dr. Wolfson, and some latkes!

February 10, 2019: For all of Beth Torah’s 30 years, 
our Social Justice programs have been a cornerstone 
of our activities. Save the date of Sunday, February 10, 
2019, to honor our past and explore new ways to bring 
some of our projects into the future. Join us for the 
Social Action Panim el Panim where we explore how to 

make these programs and projects even more relative 
in our lives and in the lives of the people we help. AND 
there will be a free lunch! How can you say “no”?   

April 13, 2019: Our yearlong 30th Anniversary cele-
bration will be drawing to a close, but not without 
one last big celebration: 

An Adult-Only evening of FUN! FUN! FUN!
Great Food and Drinks • Dance to live music of the 

Jewbee Brothers • A Silent Auction

PLUS! There are still Parties to be Picked.
Check out the Pick-a-Party page on our website to 
have some fun and meet new people in 5779.

mailto:bkatz12306%40gmail.com?subject=
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Dr. Ron Wolfson is the Fingerhut Professor of Education in the Graduate Center for Jewish 
Education at the American Jewish University in Los Angeles. Dr. Wolfson is a popular 
scholar-in-residence for synagogues and communities, traveling the world speaking on a 
wide range of topics in Jewish life, a co-founder of Synagogue 3000, and a pioneer in the 
field of Jewish family education. He is the author of Relational Judaism: Using the Power 
of Relationships to Transform the Jewish Community, The Spirituality of Welcoming: How to 
Transform Your Congregation into a Sacred Community, The Best Boy in the United States 
of America: A Memoir of Blessings and Kisses (all Jewish Lights Publishing) and his newest 
book (with co-authors Rabbis Nicole Auerbach and Lydia Medwin), The Relational Judaism 
Handbook: How to Create a Relational Engagement Campaign to Build and Deepen Relation-
ships in Your Community (Center for Relational Judaism, Kripke Institute). Ron is Presi-
dent of the Kripke (KRIP-KEE) Institute for Jewish Family Literacy and the Center for 
Relational Judaism. He eats frozen yogurt just about every day.

Dr. Wolfson will be here at Beth Torah from 
December 6th-8th. He will be working closely 
with our Board of Trustees and staff members on 
the 6th and the morning of the 7th to help the 
leadership of Beth Torah take the next steps in 
building connections here.

Then, on Friday night, December 7th, grab your 
menorah and some candles and plan on spending 
the 6th night of Hanukkah with us!

6:00 p.m. Light your menorahs while you nosh 
on delicious latkes with all the trimmings.
6:30 p.m. Worship with amazing music from our 
Men’s Group, Woman’s Group and Adult Choir.
7:15 p.m. Get ready to be amazed as Dr. 
Wolfson presents: “Envisioning The Relational 
Synagogue of the 21st Century.”

8:00 p.m. Oneg 
and Overtime with 
Dr. Wolfson as we enjoy some sufganiyot and 
other oneg treats while Dr. Wolfson answers 
your questions about Relational Judaism.

Shabbat morning, December 8th, Dr. Wolfson 
will lead our Sichat Shabbat class in the library 
and teach us, “The Seven Questions You’re Asked 
In Heaven.”

Congregation Beth Torah is proud to be hosting 
Dr. Wolfson as part of our 

30th Anniversary Celebration. 
Say “yes” to Beth Torah and be a connector

as we move from strength to strength
and our next 30 years.

Celebrating 30 years of Beth Torah 
Continues with Our 

Scholar-in-Residence 
on Shabbat/Hanukkah night!
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I’ve worked at Beth Torah for a long 
time. I have sat in five different desks 
here in the office and have held 
probably twice that number of titles. 
Although I was trained by wonder-
ful staff members back in 1997, I 

have mostly learned how to do my job just showing up to work 
every day and listening to everyone I interact with. From rabbis, 
to congregants dropping off cookies for oneg Shabbat, every 
encounter has left me a better temple administrator. 

My job as Director of Operations is different than any of the 
other jobs I have held within these walls, and so it is with 
appreciation to the congregation and the Board of Trustees that I 
report, with excitement, that I will be attending my first National 
Association of Temple Administrators conference this month.

Along with my mentor and prior boss, Jeannie Adler, who hap-
pens to be the Executive Director of another synagogue here in 
town, and over 200 Reform synagogue administrators from all 
over the country, I will learn about modern congregational life, 
financial realities and strategies, organizational tools, inspirations 
to better work with coworkers, congregants and lay leaders and 
where and how to find help and support from my peers across 
the country. All of this packed into 4 days! But I will come back 
a better and more modern Jewish professional, better prepared 
to help the congregants and staff of Beth Torah achieve the goals 
and ideals of our community’s future. I have so much to learn.

But I know that it will be the hallway chats with other admin-

istrators and the shared laughs 
about shared triumphs and 
shared tears about shared strug-
gles that I will remember the 
most long after I leave Austin 
behind. These conversations 
build relationships with people 
that I will learn from long after 
our closing banquet. 

Conferences such as the one I will be attending 
are also designed to re“jew”vinate us. The Union for Reform 
Judaism peppers these conferences with worship and text studies 
and vendors of Judaica books. I will come home an energized 
Director of Operations, a more learned Jew and a better person. 
Thank you to the Beth Torah community, for offering me this 
opportunity.

I anticipate coming home full of energy and ideas that I will want 
to share with everyone. Rabbi Cattapan has generously offered 
me the microphone during Shabbat worship on Friday night, 
November 23rd. I would like to take that opportunity to show 
my appreciation to you all by reporting on what is new in Re-
form synagogues and what I learned that will benefit Beth Torah. 

I hope to see you that Friday night, and at all the other excit-
ing opportunities that Beth Torah is offering in November. 
A happy and grateful Thanksgiving to all of you and please, 
please, please… if you have not already done so by early voting 
or the mail… vote. 

Laura Intfen, Director of Operations
lintfen@beth-torah.orgConnections

In November, there is Thanksgiving and then there is:

As your social media and emails light up in preparation of 
Giving Tuesday, Beth Torah will once again encourage you to be 
a day ahead of the game and make a donation to Beth Torah on 
CBT Giving Monday, November 26th. All proceeds from this 
day will support our Educating Our Future Campaign. Invest in 
the future of our children with a suggested donation of $25.00 
(but of course, all donation amounts are welcome). Donations 
can be made online, through the mail, or by phone. 

100 Days: Have some fun while you give back to the Beth To-
rah community. Join this year’s 100 Days of Giving campaign to 
raise $10,000. This campaign supports Excellence in Program-
ming: our music program, membership events, adult education, 
weekly nosh, oneg, Sunday breakfast and more.

Buy a day for $100 and let us know what you are celebrating, 
or commemorating. Once the day is purchased, it’s gone. You’ll 
have to look for another date. The campaign opens this year on 
November 23, 2018, the day after Thanksgiving (affectionately 
known as Black Friday), and runs for 100 days, with the last 
day on March 2, 2019. Take a look at your calendars, and see 
what personal or family milestones you’d like to celebrate during 
those days. Or take a look at some of the fun holidays that 
occur: December 2nd – National Mutt Day, January 15th – 
National Bagel Day, February 17th – Random Act of Kindness 
Day, March 2nd – Dr. Seuss Day.

Call the office, or fill out a form in the ulam next time you are 
in the building, and we’ll reserve the day for you. You can deco-
rate your day on the big calendar which will go up in the ulam 
later this month, and expect to see your day commemorated on 
the Beth Torah FaceBook page. Buy multiple days if you are so 
inspired—each day costs $100, as before. 

Thanks for sharing in the fun.
Linda Zappulla and Samantha Hammontree 
Co-Chairs, FunDevelopment Team

mailto:lintfen%40beth-torah.org?subject=
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WELCOME TO OUR HOUSE

CALENDAR 5779
Congregation Beth Torah serves as a “home” for us in many different ways. 

Join us for one or all of these Erev Shabbat opportunities to make our synagogue community feel like a home!

Each of these Erev Shabbat experiences will begin at 6:15 p.m. with nosh, 
followed by an abbreviated service at 6:30 p.m. 

We will adjourn to dinner and a program, followed by an oneg.
Dinners are graciously sponsored by the Senior Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund.

ברוכים הבאים לביתינו

בית תפילה
Beit T’filah

House of Prayer

February 15, 2019
July 12/19, 2019

Synagogues function as 
Houses of Worship, places for 

Jewish people to gather with the 
intent of praying together as a 

community. Our communal ritu-
als help us support one another 
in times of simcha (happiness) 

and times of sorrow.

בית כנסת
Beit Kenesset

House of Gathering

November 16, 2018
March 29, 2019

The Modern Hebrew word for 
synagogue is Beit Kenesset, 

House of Gathering, and reminds 
us that synagogues are a place for 

Jewish people to gather and 
create community.

בית מדרש
Beit Midrash

House of Study

June 7, 2019

Modern synagogues serve as a 
place for Jewish learning and 

exploration; the drive for lifelong 
learning connects us as a 

community that always seeks to 
increase its collective knowledge.
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Rabbi Monica Kleinman, Director of Lifelong Learning
mkleinman@beth-torah.orgReligious School

BTTY: Beth Torah Temple Youth
Hello,

BTTY had an extremely busy Octo-
ber, and we’re going to continue to 
finish the year out strong. To begin, 
NFTY MV Kickoff was a blast. 
Max, Lia Davidson, and I all went 
to the beautiful Rocky Mountains to 
see our NFTY friends again. I can’t 

decide whether my favorite part was Max and I playing the har-
monica for the “Ruach Bonanza” (comedy/talent show) or going 
on a hike with views to die for. It was cold, the altitude made 
it hard to breathe, and we didn’t have cell service for the entire 
weekend, but the pictures and memories were well worth it!

After a two week hiatus, the fun continued with CBT’s trip to 
the Kansas City Zoo. I’m glad I finally got an excuse to go back 
to the zoo; it’s been years since I last went. Most importantly, 
all of the kids who came with us had a good time. These kids 
are the future of BTTY and it’s important to show them what 
we’re all about. The next week, we went to reStart to throw our 
annual Halloween party. Thank you to everyone who donated 
supplies or volunteered to help make this year’s party a success; 
I know everyone had a blast!

We only have a one week break after that busy month before 
NFTY’s Fall Chavurah. This one will be at a camp in Indepen-

dence, Missouri, the second time we’ve gone there. MV Kickoff 
set a high bar for the rest of the year, so let’s see if Fall can fill 
its shoes. But whether it’s in the Rocky Mountains or Indepen-
dence Missouri, it’s always fun to get to see our NFTY friends.

Finally, on November 17th, we will be hosting another 
Date Night Babysitting. This is an excellent opportunity for 
you to get some peace and quiet at home. Come drop your kids 
off with us and forget about them for the rest of the night! Stay 
tuned to further Beth Torah announcements for more informa-
tion on times and prices.

In order to get more information or RSVP your children for 
Date Night Babysitting, please contact Zach Zwibelman at 
zzwibelman@gmail.com or call the Beth Torah office at 
913-498-2212. You can also contact me at swfine42@gmail.
com with any questions or comments you may have. If you’re 
not already part of the BTTY Facebook group, you’ll want to 
join that so you can stay informed and see all the pictures from 
our events. Please don’t hesitate to reach out to one of us if 
you need help doing so. And, as always, be sure to stay on the 
lookout for future BTTY Tekiah articles to keep up-to-date with 
everything we’re doing.

Until next time,
Sam Fine
BTTY Co-President

Announcing the Weiner Religious School’s 
First Special Person Day!

Shalom, Beth Torah Families!

I am delighted to share with you that on 
December 2nd, we will have our school’s 
first Special Person Day in conjunction 
with Consecration.

Special Person Day is an opportunity for 
our learners to invite someone special 
to them to share the morning together 
at Beth Torah. This person can be any 
adult in their lives with whom they 
have a special relationship: it could be a 
grandparent, teacher, neighbor, or anyone 
else! They also need not be Jewish—it’s a 
chance for your learner to share a Jewish 
place they love with someone they love.

We will begin at 9:30 a.m. with Family 
T’filah, including Consecration, as well 
as TONS of learner participation! All of 
our learners will have the opportunity 
to lead the congregation in an aspect of 
the service. It will be a great morning on 
the bima and in the pews! That evening 
is also the first night of Hanukkah, so 
we will get into the holiday mood with 
timely songs!

After T’filah our learners will go to class 
while our Special People (and any other 
adults who want to join) gather for a 
session with Rabbi Jon Kleinman entitled 
“Ethical Wills—How We Impart our Val-
ues onto Future Generations.” This is not 
specifically a Jewish ethical wills program, 
but rather how all of us can articulate 

what we value and share those principles 
with those who come after us.

Learners will then have the opportuni-
ty to share class time with their Special 
People, giving them a taste of our amaz-
ing classroom culture. We will conclude 
by noon so you can share the rest of your 
day together.

As you think about your Hanukkah plans, 
please plan on including someone special 
in your religious school day that weekend!

mailto:mkleinman%40beth-torah.org?subject=
mailto:zzwibelman%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:swfine42%40gmail?subject=
mailto:mkleinman%40beth-torah.org?subject=
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We hope you enjoyed getting to know 
Michael Fine and Henri Goettel last 
month. We received lots of positive com-
ments about how people felt they learned 
more about our newest teacher as well as 
a long-term member of our faculty.

This month we are featuring June Crane 
and Diana Hurst. Both of these veteran 
teachers are excited to share their profiles 
with the congregation.

June Crane
What grades do you teach at the WRS? 
This year I am teaching our new “Jewish 
Jumpers” class for preschool-aged 
children, and I’ve taught various primary 
grades over my career at the WRS.

Family Info: Michael (husband) – 62

Sons: *Jonathan – 33 and Joey – 31

*Jonathan recently became engaged, so 
I’ll be a mother-in-law soon!

Diana Hurst
What grades do you teach at the WRS? 
I have taught mostly 3rd grade, but 
have also taught 2nd grade and 6th 
grade as well as TAG for a while on 
Wednesdays. This year, however, is my 
first year teaching 1st Grade and I am 
looking forward to this age very much.

Where are you/your family from? 
My family is originally from Prussia, 
Romania and Austria. They all met after 
coming to America in the Nassau, N.Y. 
area. My dad and his brother moved 
to Missouri, I think in about 1950/51, 
with their business to be in a more 

central location. So at first, as a small 
child, I lived in northern Missouri, Clar-
ence & Macon area. When their business 
grew, my dad and his brother moved 
it to Ste. Genevieve, MO, to a larger 
factory when I was in Kindergarten. We 
belonged to B’nai Amoona in St. Louis. 
That is where I went to religious school 
and Hebrew school. My mom is still in 
Ste. Gen. So when I do have time off, I 
go in to see her. I lived in Ste. Gen until 
college when I went off to MIZZOU. (I 
am a tiger). My degree was in Fashion 
Merchandising and Design. After college, 
I landed my first job as an Assistant 
Buyer with Macy’s in 1975 and later 
becoming a buyer. I have been living in 
the Kansas City area ever since.

Family Info: I have two grown children, 
Jake, 33, and Sasha, 26. They are both 
married and living in the area. Sasha and 
her husband Ed have given me a won-
derful grand baby. Her name is Edith 
Lyla (Edie) and she just turned 2. After 
I had Jake, I went back to school for my 
Master’s in Education in the late ’80s. 
My degree is in Curriculum and Instruc-
tion K-12 with an emphasis in Early 
Childhood. I was a Kindergarten teacher 
in the Shawnee Mission School District 
for 11 years. I have been (14 years) and 
currently teach Early Childhood Educa-
tion full time at our wonderful Johnson 
County Community College.

How many years have you been 
teaching at CBT? Ha, I can’t really 
remember. I know I began teaching 
at Beth Torah when Jake was about 4 

or 5 so around 1989/90. I took a year 
or so break when Sasha was born, but 
came back in 1993/94. I love being 
with the children, so I really haven’t 
actually counted the years. I even taught 
religious school at B’nai Jehudah before 
marriage and children. It has always 
been important to me to be able to try 
to help create those wonderful learning 
environments and community experi-
ences for our Jewish children. (Truth be 
known, some of my religious school ex-
periences as a child were not all positive; 
some were and some weren’t. So that so-
lidified my reasons for wanting to teach 
religious school. I want it always to 
be a positive place where children and 
families want to come and be together 
to celebrate our traditions.)

I love my yard and being out in nature. 
I don’t do much camping and hiking 
trails anymore, but really love walking 
around the Overland Park Arboretum. 
(It is beautiful and near my home.) Ac-
tually, though, I would have to say, right 
now, my absolute favorite thing to do 
is play with my granddaughter, Edie. I 
love talking with her and doing activities 
together. Taking her to the Zoo, Arbore-
tum and Deanna Rose are the best.

Favorite Teaching Moment in the 
Weiner Religious School: I think some 
of my favorite moments are when I ask 
the children to tell me their favorite sto-
ries. I especially remember those from 
around Hanukkah and Passover.

---
We are still working on an official name 
for our little group! Send us suggestions 
if you’d like.

Gloria Pitler & Marcia Rittmaster
Organizers

Team Members: Maggie Adler, Linda 
Katz, Ellen Merrill, Howard Pitler, 
Eva Steiner, Betsy Wanger

Faculty Support and Appreciation Committee
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Emily Tummons, Music Director
emily@beth-torah.orgMusic Program

Thank You, Erev Simchat Torah Band! 
Beth Torah 
has a passion 
for gather-
ing different 

ages and generations together to pray/ 
make music. I felt lucky to get to have 
some influence in the formation of the 
Strategic Plan this past year, and to help 
make explicit our goal of engaging all 
across the life span, “from childhood to 
older adulthood, including inter-gener-
ational opportunities.” 

Our music program poured a lot of time 
and sweat into making sure that this 
Simchat Torah Band could be just such 
an inter-generational opportunity. And I 
was ecstatic that no fewer than SIX of our 
youngest friends said “yes” to the call to 
join this year’s band. 

Kudos to their families for their extra 
effort as well, in making it happen! 

We recruited three “helpers” to join me 
in the service itself—the four of us acted 
as companions to these beginner play-
ers, and we helped keep track of where 
they were in the sheet music during the 
medleys. You can see the helpers’ names 
listed below.

The young, the not-so-young alike all 
gathered together for a rich musical 
project in the form of this band. The 
band served our Temple by leading this 
music from the bimah on a special night 
of Torah-centered ritual and liturgy. Our 
band helped our whole community to 
dance our socks off at the service last 
Sunday night.

If you see one of these instrumentalists 
out and about, please give them a pat on 
the back and a big “thank you”!

These are the names of all who 
participated in this year’s 
Erev Simchat Torah Band:

Ron Altman (congas)
Maury Antoniewicz (trombone)
Ray Antoniewicz (alto saxophone)

Shaun Antoniewicz (clarinet)
Betsy Appelbaum (flute)
Jim Appelbaum (keyboard)
Rachel Bolter (helper)
Emma Bowen (trumpet)
Carmen Dieker (piano, conductor)
Aaron Elyachar (guitar)
Sophia Herman (cello)
Tim Intfen (helper)

Julie Kaplan (bass trombone)
Anna Latman (French horn)
David Maddox (viola)
Larry Myer (tenor saxophone)
Eric Morgenstern (bass guitar)
Howard Pitler (drums)
Julie Shaffer (flute)
Emily Tummons (arranger, helper)
Zach Zwibelman (helper)

mailto:emily%40beth-torah.org?subject=
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Gifts for
Resettled
Refugees

 

If unwrapped: please join us for 
a wrapping party on Sunday, 

January 13th at the Jewish 
Community Campus. 

If wrapped: please include the 
age for which the gift is 

appropriate 
 

Suggested items: games, coloring/art supplies,
building activities (blocks, Legos), stuffed animals (new),

sports equipment (jump ropes, balls)

We are seeking
gender-neutral and 

culturally diverse gifts for 
those ages 0-12.

Gathering for Spiritual Peace 
and Wholeness

Emily Tummons joins three other Jewish community leaders in 
facilitating the next Jewish Family Services “Gathering for Spiri-
tual Peace and Wholeness”: Rabbi Jonathan Rudnick, Rachel 
Black, and Rabbi Sarah Smiley.  

The service will be held at the JCC Heritage Center on Thurs-
day, November 15th, at 6:30 p.m.

Life is a journey—a sacred path with unpredictable terrain. We 
need comfort and care, both when we celebrate and when we 
suffer, when we rejoice and when we mourn. 

The festival of Hanukkah reminds us that light in the midst of 
darkness can feel like a miracle. The comfort of community and 
tradition can offer us light in the middle of our own personal 
darkness, and invites us to find inspiration for healing with 
courage and understanding.

This sacred and supportive time offers spiritual healing and 
renewal for every stage of life. Our contemporary service includes 
prayer, song, readings, and personal reflection.

A light nosh will precede the service at 6:00 p.m., with sweets 
after. All are welcome. RSVP by calling 913-327-8250, 
or email healing@jfskc.org.

Blood Drive
Wednesday, 

November 14th 
2:30 to 6:30 p.m.
Book your appointment 

today at 
savealifenow.org 

and enter 
Sponsor Code: BethTorah

YOUR DONATION
MATTERS!

mailto:healing%40jfskc.org?subject=
http://savealifenow.org
http://savealifenow.org
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THANK YOU...
...for bringing a bag of food 
and/or paper products to 
donate EVERY time 
you enter the building.

The Gift Shop at Congregation Beth Torah 
is Ready for Hanukkah! 

We hope you all have a wonderful 
Hanukkah Holiday which begins at 
sundown on December 2nd. The Gift 
Shop is a one stop shop for all your 
holiday needs. We have gifts for all 

ages and all price points. New items arrive every day in-
cluding: gelt, dreidels, menorah, and all sorts of fun jewelry. 
Please consider at least one purchase from the Gift Shop 
during Hanukkah. 

Ideas for the Eight Nights of Hanukkah:

1. Have a goal to light candles every night as a family 
2. Have an evening with friends 
3. Participate in a family mitzvah project
4. Talk about your Hanukkah family traditions
5. Try a new recipe
6. Eat latkes
7. Join the CBT community at Friday Night Worship
8. Share the “holiday joy” with everyone you meet

As the days are growing shorter, we need more candles to 

light the dark. What if we tried to light the dark through 
identifying a social justice project? A donation of the “gift” 
of time or money over the next 12 months would bring 
light and begin the work of repairing our world. The Gift 
Shop at Congregation Beth Torah is one way to support the 
community. Watch for another chance to repair the world 
through The Gift Shop’s January Social Justice Project. 

Planning on ordering a Mah Jongg card for 2019? It is time 
to order a new Mah Jongg card for 2019. The Gift Shop at 
Congregation Beth Torah will be selling Mah Jongg cards 
with Marlene Kahn as our coordinator. If you wish to order 
a Mah Jongg card for 2019, we hope you will contact Mar-
lene Kahn at 305-322-5998 or The Gift Shop at Congrega-
tion Beth Torah at 913-498-2212. 

Happy Hanukkah to Everyone!  

The Gift Shop at Congregation Beth Torah is “where shop-
ping turns into a mitzvah!”

Kelly Kaplan, Chairman

Social Action at Beth Torah
The sense of community triggered by Beth Torah’s High Holi-
day Services often inspires members to take  a fresh perspective 
on the year ahead. If you are pursuing opportunities to say 
“yes” to Beth Torah in 5779, look no further than the social 
action opportunities available through the congregation.

Activities sponsored and facilitated by our Social Action Com-
mittee are diverse. Our offerings for involvement include:

• environmental sustainability 

• cultivating food for low-income individuals through the 
Mitzvah Garden

•  supporting our area refugees with an annual birthday party

• preparing and serving food for families at reStart

• coordinating a quarterly blood drive

• ensuring food security by preparing and delivering Back-
Snacks to ensure weekend nourishment for children

The Committee places a greater emphasis on doing rather than 
planning, so most of our efforts are in coordination with other 
organizations. 

Many of our members volunteer for “one and done” projects. 
In two or three hours you can make a big contribution to others 
without sitting through a single meeting. To find a good fit for 
you, or learn more about our social action program, email Scott 
Franklin at sfranklin8@att.net or by calling 913-645-1036.

There will be a Chavurah 
formation meeting on 
Sunday, November 18th, at 
12:30 p.m. We will meet in 
the library at Beth Torah. 
This meeting is for those 
who are curious about Cha-
vurahs and want to learn 

more. Attendance is NOT a 
commitment to join. If you 
are interested but are not 
available at that time, please 
contact us.

Susie & Jerry Klinock
Susie.Klinock@gmail.com
913-663-54466

Chavurah Reminder

mailto:sfranklin8%40att.net?subject=
mailto:Susie.Klinock%40gmail.com?subject=
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Restricted vs. Unrestricted Gifts 
As a nonprofit CEO for many years, I know that the very best 
donations a charitable or faith-based organization can receive 
are those that come with no strings attached. Technically called 
“unrestricted gifts,” these are the donations that are given to 
help fund the overall mission of the organization, rather than 
those that are earmarked for a particular activity or fund.

Running an organization is complicated, and many of the costs 
of “keeping the doors open” aren’t very sexy—and are often 
completely invisible to supporters. So donors rarely make gifts 
designated to pay for the electric bill or toilet paper or health 
insurance for the staff. But those are real costs of running the 
organization. If too few supporters give unrestricted money to 
pay those very ordinary expenses—and many more like them— 
then eventually the organization can’t sustain itself.

Unrestricted gifts also provide financial leverage in other import-
ant ways. Any time an organization is seeking debt financing—
for a short-term line of credit or something bigger like a mort-
gage—the lending institution often “values” unrestricted funds 
more favorably than restricted funds. With more unrestricted 
assets on the balance sheet, an organization is more likely to get 
better terms from the bank, including lower interest rates.

That’s why Don and I choose to provide most of our financial 
support to Beth Torah in the form of unrestricted gifts. We do 
this in two ways: (1) By paying “enhanced membership dues” 
which provides money to fund the congregation’s annual bud-
get, and (2) By participating in as many general fund-raisers as 
we can—purchasing leaves for our Tree of Life, participating in 
100 Days of Giving, responding to the High Holy Day appeal, 

and sending donations to honor or remember important people 
in our lives. We have also specified that our Legacy Gifts to 
Beth Torah—the money that the synagogue will receive from 
our estates when we die—should be unrestricted.

There are also specific activities which speak to us in special 
ways that we choose to support with restricted gifts. For us, 
these often involve music or literary programs or social justice 
projects—helping support Spring Session, the CloudBursT po-
etry reading, Beth Torah’s ethical food offerings, and our annual 
January activities at reStart, among many others.

But we very intentionally make these “restricted” donations 
a much smaller part of our overall financial support for Beth 
Torah. They are the frosting; but our unrestricted support is 
the cake.

I know firsthand what it’s like to run a nonprofit organization 
that is fully dependent on the gifts of supporters to pay the 
boring, ordinary bills that show up every month—whether you 
have money in the bank to pay them or not. I also know what 
it’s like to have money in the bank that doesn’t fully “count,” be-
cause it’s restricted for a special purpose. Don and I are commit-
ted to being sure that the majority of our financial gifts to Beth 
Torah are unrestricted, so that our congregation has the neces-
sary general operating cash to continue to serve our community 
for many, many years to come.

Submitted by Martha Gershun, author, kidney donor and recent-
ly retired executive director of Jackson County CASA, and CBT 
member since 2000.

Wizards Wanted! Hogwarts is Hiring!
The Harry Potter Pick-a-Party is scheduled for 

Saturday, March 30th, 2019 at 6:30 p.m.
Hogwarts is hiring (at a pay rate of $0) volunteer prefects 

and professors for the following positions:

Prefects (4 needed)
Divination

Transfiguration
Charms

The Owlery
House Elves

Honeydukes Barwitch
Defense Against the Dark Arts

The position of Potions Master is Filled.

Applicants should send an owl (or email) to the Headmaster, 
Emily Kerstein at kersteins@hotmail.com. All new hires 
will be required to arrive early and stay late to receive their 
lesson plans, set up, and break down. Please bring your own 
robes If you have them!

Already applied for a position? Please confirm your contact 
information with the Headmaster and that you will be avail-
able for the party.

If this sounds like fun and your child has not gotten his or 
her Hogwarts Letter, you can still register for the Harry 
Potter Pick-a-Party on the CBT website. Recommended 
ages for students is 6-10 years old but we will accept 
talented witches and wizards of any age.

mailto:kersteins%40hotmail.com?subject=
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• TRIBUTES •

Beth Torah General Fund
Martha Gershun & Don Goldman 
James Fleckner 
Jeff & Janet Razafsky 
Elizabeth Loggia 
Bob Evnen 
Steven & Francine Gollub 
Dick & Marsha Rosenthal 
Robert Maline

In Memory Of:

Clayton L. Wood
Jo-Ann S. Harris

In Honor Of:

The Music at High Holy 
Day Services

Eddie & Marsha Herman

My Birthday
Howard Pitler

Reading the Haftarah on 
Rosh Hashanah

Steve Cooper

Rabbi Cattapan 
Discretionary Fund

Estate of Florence Warshawsky
In Memory Of:

Betty Horton
Frank Ginson

Ron & Jo Ann Ginson
Sally Bachelis

Fran & Whitey Kuhn
Florence Warshawsky

Jeff & Gail Ross
Hilda Zavelo

Sam Zavelo

In Honor Of:

Jeff Razafsky’s 70th Birthday
Janet Razafsky

Marriage of Maryanne Shelten & 
Kevin Ross

Jeff & Gail Ross
Eileen Garry’s Birthday

Phyllis Goldberg

Rabbi Levin 
Discretionary Fund
In Memory Of:

Arden Jay Hagen
Valda Hagen

Barry & Chris Shapiro

Rabbi Kleinman 
Discretionary Fund

Bob & Debbie Hennecke

CBT Fund for 
Families in Need

In Memory Of:

Pauline Cohen
Herb Crane

Hunger Fund
In Memory Of:

Marvin J. Goldberg, father
Sheila Goldberg

Educating Our Future Fund
Linda Zappulla
Henri & David Goettel
Marc & Linda Turner
Eric & Shanny Morgenstern

In Memory Of:

Everett Evnen
Henri Goettel

In Honor Of:

The Honorable Mayor Sly James
Roshann Parris’ Devotion

Samantha & Quentin Hammontree
Martha Gershun

Henri Goettel

Amy Dennis Pierron 
Music Fund
In Memory Of:

Amy Dennis Pierron
Joe Pierron

Camp Scholarship Fund
In Memory Of:

David Morgenstern
Lon & Suzy Lowenstein

Linda Sue Jacobson
Shelley Mann

Gordon Waller 
Youth Activities Fund
In Memory Of:

Ronald H. Chapman
Paul Chapman

Nov. 4th, 11th
Dec. 9th, 16th
Jan. 6th, 13th, 20th
Feb. 3rd, 10th

Mar. 3rd, 24th
Apr. 7th, 14th, 28th
May 5th

Select Sundays • 10:00-11:00 a.m.For little ones between ages 2 and 
4, this class is provided free of 
charge and is open to the Jewish 
community. But, we ask that you 
RSVP to Rabbi Monica Kleinman
(mkleinman@beth-torah.org)
or the CBT o�ce at 
913-498-2212.

mailto:mkleinman%40beth-torah.org?subject=
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Upcoming Bar 
Mitzvah

Raymond Saul Antoniewicz, 
son of David Saul and Jeff 
Antoniewicz, will celebrate 
becoming a Bar Mitzvah during 
Shabbat worship service on 
November 10, 2018.
Ray is the brother of Shaun 
and Maury and the grandson 
of the late Vicki Saul, Eric 
Saul and Susan Saul. Ray is a 
7th grade student at Indian 
Hills Middle School where he 
enjoys playing the clarinet and 
saxophone. When Ray isn’t 
in school he’s usually playing 
competitive soccer, watching 
soccer on TV or supporting 
our hometown soccer team by 
attending Sporting KC games. 
The only thing Ray loves as 
much as soccer is Camp Sabra. 
He will be celebrating his fourth 
summer at Sabra in 2019.

HAVE YOU HEARD THE NEWS?
As part of CBT’s 30th anniversary celebration, there will be a silent auction next April. 
The auction committee has begun work in preparation for the big event. We are asking 
congregation members for donations of new merchandise and services. We need items 
in ALL price ranges. If anyone has a big ticket item to donate, such as the use of a 
condo, that would be wonderful! If you have something to donate, please contact us as 
soon as possible.

Susie & Jerry Klinock
Silent Auction Chairmen

913-663-5446
Susie.Klinock@gmail.com

ELECTION DAY 
Tuesday, November 6th

Voter Advocacy
As part of our 30th Anniversary 
celebration the committee identified 
Voter Advocacy as a priority during this 
year. Since last July, Congregation Beth 
Torah has been a partner with Main-
stream Coalition in a project called 
“Voter to Voter.” This is an innovative 
pilot project in peer-to-peer advocacy. 
Marcia Rittmaster has been the CBT 
Team Leader and Maggie Adler, Carol 
Ducak, Scott Franklin, Tim Intfen, 
Julie Kaplan, Susie Klinock, Mitchell 
Krasnapoler, Ellen Merrill, Genna 
Stowe, and SueAnn Strom have stepped 
forward to be our “Ambassadors”. Each 
of these individuals has been working 
since July and connecting with friends 
and family members to engage them 
about the importance of voting and to 
help them through the non-partisan 
steps of education and voting.

Marcia has participated in weekly con-
ference calls with the other 60+ teams 
from across Kansas and has been send-
ing out reminders about registering to 
vote, how to vote using a Vote by Mail 
Ballot and locations of where Advance 

Voting takes place. The Ambassadors 
pass these important facts along to their 
group of friends.

In the Primary Election, 28% of Kan-
sans voted. The percentage of those 
participating in the Voter to Voter 
program was 60%! There is no doubt 
this process has worked.

When you receive this Tekiah there is 
still time to cast YOUR vote. Uber and 
Lyft will even give you a ride to the polls 
if you need it. There is no excuse for not 
voting. In fact, it’s your Jewish duty!

The Sage Hillel taught “Al tifros min 
hatzibur, Do not separate yourself 
from the community” (Pirke Avot 
2:5). Moreover, it is our responsibility 
to play an active role in our commu-
nity and choosing its leaders. Rabbi 
Yitzhak taught that “A ruler is not to 
be appointed unless the community is 
first consulted” (Babylonian Talmud 
Berachot 55a).

If you need some help navigating the 
process of voting, feel free to contact 
Marcia at mrittmaster@gmail.com.

mailto:Susie.Klinock%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:mrittmaster%40gmail.com?subject=


Congregation Beth Torah | 15

My Mitzvah Project By Gabriel Decker

My bar mitzvah was October 6, 2018. At Beth Torah, b’nai 
mitzvah students are encouraged to develop a mitzvah project 
leading up to their bar or bat mitzvah. For my mitzvah project, 
I collected kitchen supplies for the Beth Torah kitchen. I chose 
this because the kitchen is used for a lot of community ser-
vice, but lacks many high-quality items and many necessities 
altogether. I wanted to donate to the kitchen because there 
are so many more things it could be used for if it had the right 
tools. 
I created a poster, fliers and a donation box and put them in 
the ulam by the main entrance. I also sent an email to my 
friends and family who are not Beth Torah members. I created 
an Amazon wish list to keep track of donated items and sug-
gested the cheapest, highest-quality options. I suggested for 
people to use Amazon Smile, which donates a percentage of 
sales to nonprofit organizations like Beth Torah as well. I asked 
everyone who was invited to my bar mitzvah to donate, as well 
as the entire congregation of Beth Torah.
The centerpieces at my bar mitzvah luncheon expanded on 
my mitzvah project because they were made out of a water 
pitcher, dishtowel and kitchen utensils. We donated all of the 
items to the kitchen afterwards. 
So far my project has been extremely successful. We received 
donations such as toasters, pots, pans, whisks, spoons, dish 
racks, spice racks, griddle, organizers, mixers and a lot more. I 
would like to thank the people who have already donated and 
encourage those who haven’t yet to help fill this need.  

Thanks to bar mitzvah 
student Eli Maker 
for building (with a 
little help from his 

grandfather) three new 
picnic benches 

for our yard as his 
bar mitzvah project. 
Soon these pictures 
will be full of happy 
picnickers enjoying 
this wonderful gift.

For additional information, visit Ohev Sholom’s website: ohev-sholom.com

Ohev Sholom
Sisterhood

Presents:

Rabbi Javier Cattapan

The focus will be on the origins, culture, and
language, not specifically American Sephardic culture

Sunday, November 18, 2018 at 2:30 p.m.
Location: The Atriums

7300 West 107th Street, Overland Park, Kansas
This event is open to the community.

Shalom Espaniya: 
Sephardic Culture Then and Now

Please bring: dessert, fruit, veggies, or chips & dips

RSVP to Carol Offenbach at 913-492-9192
or email cdragonfrog@yahoo.com

Please let Carol know 
what dairy or parve treat you plan to bring.

http://smile.amazon.com
mailto:cdragonfrog%40yahoo.com?subject=
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• COMMUNITY NEWS •

Hanukkah Holiday Project 
Needs Volunteers, Shoppers

Help make a difference for an individual or family in our 
community by participating in Jewish Family Services annual 
Hanukkah Holiday Project. This year, Hanukkah begins the 
evening of December 2nd. With the generosity of the commu-
nity, JFS will provide gifts to approximately 300 families. 

Now until November 4th, “adopt” a family or older adult in 
need and shop for them from a wish list provided by JFS. Gift 
cards are also needed from places such as Target, Walmart, and 
area grocery stores such as Hy-Vee and Price Chopper; incre-
ments of $25 is suggested. Gift cards will be given to recipients 
to make their own selections or to help purchase groceries. Please 
drop gift cards at JFS’ office at the Campus or mail them to the 
JFS office with “Attention: Hanukkah Project” on the envelope.

Financial contributions to help support the holiday project can 
be made on line at www.jfskc.org/donate or by mail. Please make 
checks payable to Jewish Family Services and send to JFS, 
Attention: Hanukkah Project, 5801 West 115th Street, Suite 
103, Overland Park, KS 66211. All donations are tax deductible. 

Volunteers are invited to this year’s Hanukkah Gift Wrapping 
Party that will take place on Tuesday, November 27th, 5:30–
7:30 p.m. in the Campus Social Hall. Drivers are also needed 
to make gift deliveries on Friday, November 30th and Sunday, 
December 2nd. If you are interested in any of these opportuni-
ties, please e-mail volunteer@jfskc.org.

Workshop for Interfaith Couples: 
Supporting Healthy Relationships

Attention interfaith couples!

Join Jewish Family Services Clinical Manager Debra Orbuch 
Grayson for an interfaith workshop focused on improving com-
munication skills and overall strategies for maintaining a healthy 
relationship. This workshop will address challenges unique to 
interfaith couples, either married or dating.

The November 12th workshop will be held 6:30-8:00 p.m. 
JFS Brookside East at 425 E. 63rd St., Kansas City, Missouri. 
Grayson has spent more than 30 years working with couples 
and families. The program will be interactive and participatory. 
The cost of the workshop is $20 per couple; a sliding fee avail-
able upon request.

For registration or questions, please contact Family Life Edu-
cation Director Susie Hurst at 913-327-8259 or email her at 
susieh@jfskc.org.

Pre-Hanukkah Gathering For Spiritual Peace and 
Wholeness Set For November 15th

With the days getting shorter and nights cooler, our outdoor 
world continues to change with the oncoming winter season. 
Yet Hanukkah and the Jewish calendar propel us to prepare 
ourselves internally, moving towards wholeness with courage 
and understanding.

 On Thursday, November 15th, join this expressive and sup-
portive gathering as we share traditional and contemporary 
prayers, songs, and readings,which include personal reflections 
from individuals looking for warmth and light. The Jewish 
Gathering for Spiritual Peace and Wholeness will focus on the 
miraculous power of hope and the need for all of us to feel some 
light in times of darkness.

The evening gathering will be co-facilitated by Jewish Commu-
nity Chaplain Rabbi Jonathan Rudnick and song leader Emily 
Tummons with guest facilitator Rabbi Sarah Smiley of Congre-
gation B’nai Jehudah as well as Rachel Black, cantorial soloist. 
Sponsored by the Chaplaincy Program of Jewish Family Ser-
vices, this sacred time and space will offer support and connec-
tion to those seeking comfort. 

This service will take place at the Heritage Center at the Jewish 
Community Campus beginning at 6:30 p.m. It is open to the 
entire community regardless of one’s level of observance. A light 
nosh will be served starting at 6 p.m. Please make reservations 
by calling the JFS office at 913-327-8250 or sending an email 
to healing@jfskc.org.

Career Skills & Connections Offers 
Free Coffee Club Every Monday

Join Career Skills & Connections (CSC) every Monday at 9:00 
a.m. in the Jewish Community Center of Greater Kansas City 
Board Room for Coffee Club. The first hour, led by a Career 
Coach, includes an educational component on a job search 
related topic; the remaining time provides an opportunity for 
networking. The fourth Monday of the month will be led by the 
Midwest Alliance for Mindfulness. Speakers will present topics 
relevant to job seekers and the emotional side of the job search.  
Monday morning Coffee Club is FREE and you need not be a 
client of CSC to attend. Light refreshments are served. For more 
information contact CSCinfo@jfskc.org or 913-730-1449.

Mitzvah Baskets Available for Centerpieces
Jewish Family Services has centerpiece baskets available to 
rent for your next simcha. All proceeds benefit the JFS Food 
Pantry. Please contact Jo Hickey, JFS food pantry director, at 
913-327-8257 or email her at jhickey@jfskc.org. To volunteer 
to help in the pantry please email volunteer@jfskc.org or call 
913-730-1410.

http://www.jfskc.org/donate
mailto:volunteer%40jfskc.org?subject=
mailto:susieh%40jfskc.org?subject=
mailto:healing%40jfskc.org?subject=
mailto:CSCinfo%40jfskc.org?subject=
mailto:jhickey%40jfskc.org?subject=
mailto:volunteer%40jfskc.org?subject=

