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A Note from Rabbi Javier Cattapan

We All Stood at Sinai
The Torah teaches that 
the group coming out 
of Egypt was a “mixed 

multitude” of souls, bound by a shared sense 
of purpose and destiny. The mixed multitude 
stood at Sinai at the climactic moment of Rev-
elation and commitment. Our tradition teaches 
that on that day, a covenant was established 
between God and the people, “both with those 
who are standing here with us this day before 
Adonai our God and with those who are not 
with us here this day” (Deuteronomy 29:14).

Ever since, Jewish congregations have con-
tinued to be a mixed multitude of ethnic 
backgrounds and life journeys, but always of 
divergent opinions. We are both many and one. 

Just as the whole community -past, present and 
future- stood together at Sinai, so we attempt 
to stand together today.

For thirty years now, we have been one but we 
are also many. We are the continuation of pre-
vious congregations who nurtured and shaped 
us and we are also a new, never-seen multitude.

Just as we all stood at Sinai, we all stand togeth-
er as one congregation, even if our connections 
with our community is more tenuous. As we 
approach the festival of Shavuot, that celebrates 
our standing together at Sinai, we need to think 
about those who, for whatever reasons, some-
times find themselves “outside the tent” and 

Friday, May 4th
• 30th Anniversary Kick-Off

Sunday, May 6th
• Last day of Religious School
• 5th Grade Kabbalat Siddur  

Ceremony
• Annual Meeting
• BTTY Board Caucus
• 3rd Annual CloudBursT

Wednesday, May 9th
• Blood Drive

Thursday, May 10th
• Rabbi Lunch 'n' Learn

Saturday, May 12th
• Music-Centric Shabbat 

Morning Service
• BTTY & JYG “Get a Clue” Event

Saturday, May 19th
• Erev Shavuot Worship
• Erev Shavuot Meditation Circle

Sunday, May 20th
• Shavuot Worship with Yizkor

Sunday, May 27th
• Confirmation

Continued on the bottom of page 8

Beth Torah’s new home on the web 
will be live next week at the same address: 

beth-torah.org

Visit the website for the 
Complete May calendar

 Visit often and watch for new content to be added!

http://beth-torah.org
http://www.beth-torah.org/calendar
mailto:jcattapan%40beth-torah.org?subject=
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Our Pillars
We are a vibrant, modern 

Reform Jewish congregation 
where everyone matters.

Congregation Beth Torah:
Embraces Energizes
Illuminates Inspires
Responds Connects 

FOR MORE INFORMATION
Phone: 913-498-2212

Fax: 913-498-1071
6100 West 127th Street

Overland Park, KS 66209
Email: info@beth-torah.org

Website: beth-torah.org
Facebook:

facebook.com/CongregationBethTorah
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CONFIRMATION 2018/5778
Sunday, May 27, 2018 | 13 Sivan 5778 | 10:00 am

The members of the 
Congregation Beth Torah Confirmation Class of 2018 / 5778 

invite you to celebrate with them at their Confirmation Service 
and to join them for lunch hosted by their families following worship.

Isaac A. Decker
Samuel Wilson Fine

Joshua Aaron Frumkin
Jonah David Girson

Braxton Hammontree
Emma Jaye Kershenbaum

Molly Levinson
Alex M. Rein
Ethan S. Rein

Samuel Malone Reicher
Beth Shniderson

Please join our young adults as they engage in kabbalat Torah, accepting 
the Torah as Jewish adults. They have learned and experienced much in 
their many years with our community, and we are delighted to hear their 
outlooks on Jewish living and Jewish life for their futures. Their success 
is the success of our community, and we delight in the opportunity to 
celebrate together.

Thank you to this year’s Confirmation Mentors: 
Ellen Merrill and Lon Lowenstein

Rabbi Cattapan and the Confirmation Class recently volunteered at Lazarus’ Table, part of 
Lazarus Ministries, which offers unlimited compassion while providing for the unmet needs 
of Kansas City’s urban core.

mailto:info%40beth-torah.org?subject=
http://www.beth-torah.org
http://facebook.com/congregationbethtorah
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Saturday, May 19th
5:30-6:30 pm: Bring a picnic dinner and meet up in the side yard for some community 
and badminton (weather permitting). We will provide the ice cream dessert.  
6:30 pm: Let’s celebrate the receiving of Torah at Mt. Sinai in an outdoor worship service 
(weather permitting). There will be a “camp farewell” during the service. 
7:45 pm: You are invited to join Emily Tummons and Carmen Dieker in the sanctuary for 
an Erev Shavuot Meditation Circle. RSVPs are requested to emily@beth-torah.org.

Check our web site and Facebook that day for any changes due to weather.

Sunday, May 20th
10:30 am: Shavuot services including a Yizkor service.

We're trying something new at CBT! As part of our May 
4th, 30th Anniversary celebration, dozens of congregants 
are hosting mini-parties throughout the next year. We have 
30 unique parties ranging from brunch and bagel making to 
gourmet dinners. There is something for everyone. Whether 
you want to enjoy yoga and breakfast; go on a scavenger 
hunt, hayride float trip or motorcycle ride; celebrate 
Havdalah together or be part of an interactive art project; 
here is your chance to spend time in an intimate setting with 

old and new friends. On May 4th you will have a chance to 
"Pick-a-Party" or two or more!  You will also have a chance to 
sign up for a party at our Annual Meeting on May 6th. After 
May 6th, look for your chance to sign up for a party online. 
This is a fundraiser and a community-builder all in one! As 
part of CBT's yearlong 30th anniversary celebration we are 
very excited to party with you! 
Questions? 
Contact Brandi Fisher.

Pick -a -Party!
A 30th Anniversary Event!

30th Anniversary News

We are excited to announce that Drs. 
Steve and Karen Arkin will be our Beth 
Torah 30th Anniversary Honorary 
Co-Chairs. The Arkins have been Beth 
Torah members for over fifteen years.

“We would like to express our sincere 
gratitude for the outpouring of support 
that the Beth Torah community has 
shown to our family, and continues to 
show to families in times of need. We are 
forever grateful.”

– Steve and Karen Arkin on why they have 
chosen to take this leadership role for the 
30th Anniversary.

mailto:brandijfisher%40yahoo.com?subject=Pick-A-Party
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Sufficient reasons to attend the annual meeting
We are days 
away from our 
congregation’s 
annual meeting 
to be held this 

Sunday, May 6th. I hope you will take 
advantage of this opportunity to mingle 
with your fellow Beth Torah members 
and participate in our governance. Lots of 
information will be presented and three 
important votes will be taken.

One of the votes will be to approve our 
budget for the coming year (beginning 
on July 1). Mike Ginsberg, our treasurer 
will walk us through how we expect to 
come out for the current year (ending 
this coming June 30) and what the plan is 
for next year. Mike took over as treasurer 
just over three years ago and this will be 
his fourth and final budget presentation 
to the congregation. That’s because per 
our bylaws, officers may not be elected 
to more than three consecutive one-year 
terms. Mike has done a tremendous 
job overseeing the budget process, 
monitoring our progress and presenting 
financial information to the Board and 

the congregation. So, if you come to the 
meeting for no other reason than to thank 
Mike for his years of excellent service to 
the congregation, that will be sufficient.

We will also be voting to elect officers for 
the coming year, and three new board 
members. The nominating committee 
led by Past President Linda Zappulla has 
done a great job placing the right people 
in the right jobs to assure the continuity 
of our leadership. So, if you come to the 
meeting for no other reason than to show 
support for the Beth Torah members that 
have stepped up to serve our congregation 
as officers and board members, that will 
be sufficient.

The other crucial vote we will ask you to 
make at the meeting is to renew Rabbi 
Cattapan’s contract. This requires a little 
explaining. The Rabbi’s current contract 
does not expire until June 30, 2019. But, 
as is the case in every rabbi/congregation 
relationship, each party needs to know a 
year in advance if the relationship is not 
to continue. In our case, we are thrilled 
with how the rabbi has settled into his 
role as our spiritual leader and are excited 

to work out a new contract with him. 
Our bylaws require that the congregation 
vote on whether or not to extend any 
contract with our Senior Rabbi; and this 
is the one time of the year when we are 
together to do that.  So, if you come to 
the meeting for no other reason than 
to show your appreciation for Rabbi 
Cattapan and join in the endorsement of 
his future with us, that will be sufficient.

Our staff and board work hard all year 
to assure that Beth Torah provides 
the environment and experience that 
makes membership meaningful to each 
individual and our community as a 
whole. Attending the annual meeting 
is one way you can demonstrate your 
appreciation for that. 

I hope to see you there. But, if you can’t 
make it, you can vote by proxy via email 
(for those who received the meeting 
notice by email) or by submitting the 
proxy card that came along with the 
physical mail notice (for those who 
received the meeting notice by regular 
mail). Call the office if you have any 
questions about the proxy process.

Barry Katz, President
bkatz12306@gmail.comPresident’s Corner

HELP WANTED
We need volunteers for the following:

• To edit existing video of Beth Torah events into short segments for posting on-
line. Feel free to volunteer your media savvy high school or college-age children.

• To join the planning committee for the silent auction to take place in April 2019 
as part of the final 30th Anniversary event.

• To join a new Marketing and Communications task force to help determine how 
to get the word out about the great things happening at our congregation.

• To be the one-person Cemetery Committee to be our liaison to Mount Moriah.
If you have any experience with silent auctions or marketing and 

communications, that would be ideal.
No experience necessary for the cemetery job.

SAY YES TO BETH TORAH

Contact Barry Katz or Laura Intfen for more information.

TORAH PORTION
May 4/5 | 20 Iyyar

Emor

May 11/12 | 27 Iyyar
Behar-Bechukotai

May 18/19 | 5 Sivan:  Erev Shavuot
Bamidbar

May 25/26 | 12 Sivan
Naso

In Memoriam:
Herb Eisenberg

Cousin of Julie Kaplan

Ruth L. Feinberg
Mother of Susan Feinberg

mailto:bkatz12306%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:lintfen%40beth-torah.org?subject=
mailto:bkatz12306%40gmail.com?subject=
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Camp changes lives.
By Lon Lowenstein 

Yes, Jewish camps change lives…for the better, for sure. 

I was the oldest of four boys growing up. Some of us went on 
camping experiences sponsored by the JCC, and when we were 
old enough, each of us went to various Jewish summer camps. 
My parents knew that the immersive Jewish experience was 
invaluable and would strengthen our Jewish values and beliefs. 
Without question, camps work. 

I was extremely fortunate. I was a camper at OSRUI when the 
late Debbie Friedman was a camp counselor before she became 
a recording artist. The experience over my two summers was in-
credible, similar to a trip to Israel, to wake every day surrounded 
by Jews, in a fully Jewish environment—from the tradition of 
wearing all white on Shabbat, to some study, but outdoors in 
nature, to meeting new friends. The documentation shows that 
in some cases friendships made at Jewish camp result in mar-
riages. The experience was just incredible.

There are numerous studies, available on the internet, and 
through the site of the Foundation for Jewish Camp that prove 
unequivocally that a Jewish summer camp experience changes 
lives for the better. Camp is one of the most important experienc-
es that we can provide for our children. I will never forget camp.

My late wife and I sent all three of our children to camp and our 
son went on to be part of the staff at camp. As a father now of 
twins, I have no doubt that Lane will send his boys to camp.

When I was a bit older, I went to what was formerly known as 
Brandeis Bardin Institute, now called Camp Alonim. This camp 
was founded in 1941 by Dr. Shlomo Bardin. It was named in 
honor of the nation’s first Jewish Supreme Court Justice, Louis 
D. Brandeis. This is a more intensive program, as it is for young 
adults, but the results are as effective as Jewish Summer Camp. 
I was a camper when Dennis Prager and Rabbi Joseph Telushkin 
were staff. 

Jewish summer camping is an incredible gift that you can give 
to your children and grandchildren. Please see the challenge 
grant that has been set up at Beth Torah to assure that every-
one who wants to go to camp, gets that opportunity. I strongly 
encourage you donate if you can to the Beth Torah Camp 
Scholarship fund and then to send your kids to camp. It is truly 
life changing.

Mazel Tov to:
Members Jeff and Linda Schlachter on the birth of 

their grandson. Spencer Blake Schlachter was born April 6, 2018. 
He lives in Chicago with his parents Andrew and Rachel Schlachter 

and his big sister Lily Madison. 

Nick and Becky Toniazzo on the birth of their son, 
Ethan Moshe Toniazzo, born April 3, 2018.

Molly Levinson, Josh Frumkin and Sam Fine (pictured here left to right) 
and their families. These smart kids were just inducted to the 

Blue Valley High School National Foreign Language Honor Society. 
Look for BIG things to come from these Beth Torah kids as they make 

their way in the world! We are so proud of them.

A Unique Opportunity to 
Double Your Donation

The Lowenstein Family Supporting Foundation 
has offered to match future donations 

to Beth Torah’s Camp Scholarship Fund 
in $20,000 increments up to $100,000.

 We need to raise $20,000 to get the first match. 
We are over 25% toward the first goal.

Please help us build on that by making your contribution 
to our Camp Scholarship Fund today.

SAY YES TO BETH TORAH

CAMP SCHOLARSHIP 
CHALLENGE GRANT
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 As we hit 6 weeks of our 100 days this year March 15 - June 22), we have sold 
XX days - $XX,000 toward our goal of raising $10,000 for Beth Torah. Thank 
you all for sharing your lives and your dollars with us. 
Many days are sold, but many remain. Please look into your personal life cycle 
events, choose one from the many fun 'days' you can find on-line, or make 
something up. For these 100 days, you can buy a day for $100. Pick a day and 

celebrate, commemorate or laugh.  What a great way to kick-off Beth Torah's 
30 years from Strength to Strength ! 
Check the calendar on our web-site to see what days are still available. Dec-
orate your day on the over-sized calendars posted in the Ulam. And see your 
story, and the stories of our friends, brought to life on Facebook.

100 Days of Giving: Sold-out Dates
March

10 Sarah Derks & Tom Teller: In honor of 
the birthday of Sarah’s late sister, Marcy 
Gliscinski

15 Sharon & Jeff Altman: Go Jayhawks!
16 Ellen Merrill: In celebration of my recent 

marriage, new home and successful surgery!
17 Rabbi Javier Cattapan: In celebration of 

the one year out mark for departure of the 
congregational trip to Israel

18 Doug Greenwald: In honor of the birthday 
of Pola Greenwald

19 Linda & Barry Katz: In celebration of the 
happiness we derive from supporting our 
community

20 Carol Ducak: In appreciation of Rabbi Javier 
Cattapan & Kris Gray

21 Barry Katz: In honor of Linda’s birthday
22 Jay & Andrea Zwibelman: In honor of Jay’s 

56th birthday
23 Genna & Andrew Stowe: To raise 

awareness for the “March for Our Lives”
24 Jeff Antoniewicz: In honor of the 17th 

anniversary of the day Jeff Antoniewicz & 
David Saul first met

25 Vic & Adrianne Applebaum: In honor of the 
marriage of Michael Applebaum & Setareh 
Millerlile

26 Margie & Steve Cooper: In honor of the 
birthday of Margie’s late mother, Rose Levy 
Rudman on March 27th

27 Gloria & Howard Pitler: In honor of Gloria’s 
birthday

28 CBT Staff: In honor of Ulises, the keeper of 
our beautiful building who takes care of it 
with love

29 Jo-Ann Harris: In honor of my birthday
30 Kris Gray: In honor of my mother’s birthday 

tomorrow
31 Glenn Esser & Estelle Edelbaum: To 

celebrate hosting Estelle’s family for 
Passover

April
1 Rabbis Jon & Monica Kleinman: 

April Fools!

2 Laura & Tim Intfen: In honor of our 37th 
anniversary

3 Jim & Lainie Decker: In honor of my new 
position

4 Sharon & Jeff Altman: In honor of Tracy’s 
new position as Dev. Director for JFS-Denver

6 SHANNY IS 60!!
7 Ellie Penner: In honor of Greg Herman on 

the occasion of his birthday
8 Spizman/Loggia Family: In honor of all 

EDUCATORS!
9 Laura Intfen: In honor of the Swades and 

Arkins for all the work they do for suicide 
prevention, and thinking of my sister on 
this day

10 Jack & Cindy Garfinkle
14 Barbara Gutierrez: In honor of my birthday
15 Mike & Ruth Worthington: In honor of Joel 

& Rebeca Worthington on the birth of our 
grandson, Jonas Leo

16 Amy & Shawn Kane: In honor of Claire’s 
adoption day

17 Valery Tokar: In honor of our anniversary
18 Phil Meltzer & Lauren Aaronson: Celebrate 

Spring!
19 Brandi, Shoshana & Jonathan: In honor of 

Greg Raymond’s birthday
20 Andrea, Jay, Lily, Mikay, Donny and Irv: 

Celebrating Andrea and Jay Zwibelman’s 
vacation

22 Dave & Lezlie Zucker: In honor of Spring 
Session and Community Outreach

25 Stephanie Fleetwood: In honor of getting 
my braces off!

26 Noah & Miles Tarjan: Happy birthday Mom!
27 Robin O’Bryan: In honor of my retirement 

and my incredible Beth Torah Family. I WILL 
MISS YOU!!

28 Henri Goettel: I’m leaving today to study 
Jewish Greece IN GREECE WITH Melton!

29 Steve Cooper: In honor of the wedding 
anniversary of my parents

30 Ron & Julie Altman: In honor of our 38th 
wedding anniversary on May 4th

May
1 June Crane: In honor of all Beth Torah 

religious school teachers and especially in 
honor of Linda Rubin who is retiring from 
the CDC this May

2 Grammy: In honor of Sophia Herman on the 
occasion of her birthday

3 Laura Intfen & Barb Kitt: In honor of Tara’s 
birthday

4 In honor of Drs. Steve and Karen Arkin for 
being the honorary chairs of Beth Torah’s 
30th Anniversary year

5 Gloria & Howard Pitler: In honor of our son 
David’s marriage to Sarah

6 Rachel Siegel, Jos LeBeau & Joel Siegel: 
In honor of mothers everywhere

8 Louise Hipsh: In honor of my birthday
9 Bobby Young & Mary Crouch
10 Alisa Kartch: In memory of Joyce Kartch on 

what would have been her 90th birthday 
tomorrow

11 The Herman Family: In honor of Lexie 
Herman’s high school graduation

12 Denise Pakula: Just because
13 Mom: In honor of Miki Herman on the 

occasion of her birthday
14 The Herman Family: In honor of Mother’s 

Day
15 Boyd & Laura Bolter: In honor of Hannah 

Michelson’s birthday
16 Gloria & Howard Pitler: In honor of our 

45th wedding anniversary on May 19th
17 Boyd & Laura Bolter: In honor of Rachel 

Bolter’s birthday 
18 Bonnie & Mickey Swade: In honor of 

Bonnie’s birthday
19 Allison Roodman: In honor of Stella’s trip to 

France
20 Linda Zappulla: In honor of her birthday
24 SueAnn Strom: In honor of her 

granddaughter Nili’s 9th birthday
25 Ellie Penner: In honor of the anniversary 

of Miki and Gregg Herman
26 Steve & Margie Cooper: In honor of Alex 

and Ethan’s confirmation
27 Fran & Whitey Kuhn: In honor of their 

anniversary on May 29th 
28 Howard Stark: To celebrate the birthday 

of my mother, Jeanette Stark
29 Samantha Hammontree: In honor of 

Braxton’s confirmation
30 Anonymous

June
2 Martha Gershun & Don Goldman: In 

celebration of the wedding of Nathan 
Goldman and Bridget Bergin

3 Teri & Ken Sackin: In honor of their 40th 
wedding anniversary

4 Nancy Solomon: In honor of her daughter 
Deborah’s birthday 

6 Margie & Steve Cooper: In honor of the 
birthday of Margie’s late father, Mitchell 
Rudman

11 Jeff Antoniewicz: In honor of the birthday 
of Shaun & Maury Antoniewicz

13 Boyd & Laura Bolter: In honor of Boyd’s 
birthday

14 Stephen Steigman & Tamara Falicov: 
In honor of Avital Falicov’s 7th birthday

15 Anonymous
16 Emily & Andrew Kerstein:In honor of 

Samuel Kerstein’s 7th birthday
17 Lon & Suzy: Dear Dad, In honor of your 

59th Father’s Day, we are wishing you 
many more in good health, great happiness 
and peace

18 Kathleen Stone: In celebration of climbing 
Mt. Shasta

19 Judy & Lloyd Hellman: In honor of our 
63rd wedding anniversary on June 26th

20 Genna & Andrew Stowe: In honor of our 
14th wedding anniversary

21 Susan & Joel Waxman: In honor of 
Susan’s birthday

22 Henri Goettel: “Just 5 more days until 
David’s 70th birthday!”
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Beth Torah…Inside Out
As a member of Congregation Beth 
Torah, you have a right to have 
available to you information regard-
ing our community. You are asked 

to “bring a friend” to events and to encourage your unaffiliated 
friends to join. But it is hard for you to answer questions when 
you may not know the answers.

So, in 5778, my goal is to pick topics regarding Beth Torah and 
to offer comments and information on specific areas. Here is a 
quick list of what to expect from this part of our newsletter in the 
coming months:

Next month: Adjustment process for our Annual Commitments. 

Beth Torah Staff: 
“Thank you for being a friend. For traveling down the road and 
back again. Your heart is true, you’re a pal and a confidant.” 
Andrew Gold. 

We are eleven people. All from different backgrounds and with 
different stories. We have different jobs but we are a great team. 

Rabbi Javier Cattapan: His title is Senior Rabbi and he is no 
longer the “new guy." If you have wanted to get to know him 
and haven’t yet, call the office and make an appointment to have 
coffee with him. He is a coffee fan and would love to discover a 
new coffee house while getting to know you. 

How do I make an appointment with the rabbi?

Alyssa Schildhorn: Starting July 1, Alyssa will be our Office 
Manager. She is the keeper of Rabbi Cattapan’s calendar as well 
as the answerer of the phone and the greeter of people that come 
in the office. She will handle the copies we make and the mail we 
post. She will process donations and other banking duties. She is 
amazingly efficient and friendly, but unfortunately, we just can’t 
ask her to work all the time.

So who covers the office when Alyssa is not there?

Sharon Altman has been working for Beth Torah for longer 
than we have been in our building. She is the Administrative 
Assistant in the office in charge of our data base. She can get 
you any list of members by name, age, zip code, occupation 
or birthday. She is the staff member connection to our Annual 
Golf Tournament and the keeper of our records for our 100 
Days of Giving Campaign. She works part time, but is integral 
in annual processes such as our Religious School registration 
and our annual Yom Kippur Book of Remembrance. 

So is Sharon who I call with Religious School questions?

Rabbi Monica Kleinman is Director of Lifelong Learning. Not 
only does she run our nationally accredited Weiner Religious 
School, but she programs our Social Justice events, plans and 
shares in the leadership of our adult educational opportunities 

such as our Sichat Shabbat class and our Yom Kippur study 
session. Besides all that, she also reads Torah for us once and 
awhile and she leads our Sunday morning Family T’filah. 

Wow. Leading services for kids Pre-K through 5th grade is tough. 
Does she do it alone?

Emily Tummons is our Music Director. She leads the music not 
only for Sunday morning T’filah, but for all of the Beth Torah 
worship services. She coordinates and leads a team of musicians 
who make music with her for not only services but also at our 
various music programs. Emily invites the entire Kansas City 
community here to Beth Torah to experience the talent of the 
music team during programs such as the Spring Session, New 
Moon Lab, Shabbat Huddle and Contemplation Night. Wheth-
er it is on a Friday night in the sanctuary, Erev Sukkot outside 
in the side yard or behind the Ark for one of the Shabbat Hud-
dle music programs, Emily chooses, arranges and even some-
times composes the music we hear from our seats in the pews. 

It must be hard to keep track of all those musicians. Payroll alone 
must keep her busy.

Tara Hyder is our Director of Finance. Tara comes to Beth 
Torah with experience in keeping books for large nonprofit 
organizations such as the Johnson County Airport and John-
son County Community College. She is the centerpiece of our 
budget work and works closely with our Board Treasurer and 
Finance Committee to keep our building and our budget in tip 
top shape.

So, if I have a question about my bill, I ask Tara?

Barbara Kitt has been the Bookkeeper here at Beth Torah for 
many years. She handles the accounts payables and receivables and 
the member accounts. All of the bank account reconciliations and 
making the dollar amount in our books match the bank’s books 
is where she focuses. Our statements are a product of the data 
base that we subscribe to and sometimes they can be complicated. 
Barbara is the one to call to help you figure out the numbers. 

Laura Intfen, Director of Operations
lintfen@beth-torah.orgConnections

mailto:lintfen%40beth-torah.org?subject=
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That’s a lot of people to remember. What if I don’t really know who 
to talk to when I call or email?

I have the honor and blessing of being Beth Torah’s Director of 
Operations. Ask me any day of any week and I will tell you that I 
have the best job in the world. And I will mean it. Building rent-
als, heating and air, grounds, money, connections, publicity and 
even sometimes worship and programming. I have been known 
to bandage a booboo of a child and then turn around and fix a 
toilet in the rest room. If I cannot answer your question for you, 
then I will find someone who will. 

But wait, sometimes I see other people doing things for Beth Torah 
that aren’t listed here.

You would be right. Although not in our office every day, 
Carmen Dieker, is our Choir Director: She directs the Adult 
Choir, octets, trios and instrumental ensembles as well as the 
Men’s Group and the Women’s Group. She is also a member of 
the Friday night music team, as well as the Shabbat morning and 
Chag music teams sometimes. She contributes by singing and 
playing many instruments, as well as arranging and composing 
music that is heard here at Beth Torah. 

Rabbi Mark Levin, although not “officially” a staff member can 
be seen in the building often and loves to read Torah and, once 
and a while offer a message from the pulpit he called home for so 
many years. Rabbi Levin and his wife Kacy travel quite a bit, but 
still enjoy services here with their Beth Torah community. 

Wait…that’s only ten.

Robin O’Bryan has known every single member that has ever 
belonged to Congregation Beth Torah. Every single one. She 
worked for Rabbi Levin since before Beth Torah was formed 

thirty years ago. She has been 
the smile that greeted you, the 
“Beth Torah, this is Robin” you 
heard every time you called in, 
the hug that comforted you and 
the tear of joy that celebrated 
with you. Robin’s daughters grew 
up in our halls just as much as 
your children and mine did. But 
now her children are grown, and 
are having children of their own. 
And so Robin, not surprisingly, 
is loving being a grandma more 
than anything else in the world. She will be retiring from Beth 
Torah on June 30, 2018. As a community, we will miss her brain 
trust of knowledge of Beth Torah history. As a staff, we will miss 
her ideas, energy and dedication to Beth Torah programming and 
administration. Personally, I will miss her friendship every day. 

 Why not take some time over the next month or so and drop 
by and let her know how much she has meant to you over the 
years? Or give her a call at 913-498-2212, or send her an email.

“And when we both get older
With walking canes and hair of gray
Have no fear even though it’s hard to hear
I will stand here close and say
Thank you for being a friend.”

may not feel that they stand with us. Each one of us should con-
sider asking what do we need to do to bring them back inside? 
If our goal is the creation of a strong, sustaining and inclusive 
congregation, how can we ensure that no one feels unwelcome?

As we prepare for Shavuot, we are aware that we are a congre-
gation of women; men; those who are suffering the isolation of 
bereavement, illness or age; those who are gay, lesbian, bisexual 
or transgendered; the economically disadvantaged.

In the Ethics of the Sages, we read, “Ben Zoma asked: “Who is 
wise? The one who learns from every person.” (Pirkei Avot 4:1) 
Our rabbis taught: If one sees a crowd of Israelites, he says, 
“Blessed is the Wise One who understands secrets, for the mind 
of each is different from that of the other, just as the face of each 
is different from that of the other.” (Talmud, B’rachot 58a). There 
is value in diversity and there is value the festival of Shavuot as a 
celebration that we all stand together then and now.

We value inclusion, of course, but not for its own sake. Rather, 
we also recognize that each individual brings unique gifts to 
share and that our communities are poorer if we fail to acknowl-
edge and accept them. We want everyone standing together; it 
makes us a stronger and a better congregation.  

Rabbi Javier E. Cattapan

Continued from page 1

CBT GOLF CLASSIC
CHANGE OF DATE AND LOCATION:

Monday, August 13th
Oakwood Country Club

More information to follow.
Call Sharon Altman at Beth Torah, 
913-498-2212 with any questions.

mailto:robryan%40beth-torah.org?subject=
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Rabbi Monica Kleinman, Director of Lifelong Learning
mkleinman@beth-torah.orgReligious School

On some Sunday mornings before 
reciting Ahavah Rabah, thanking 
God for giving us the Torah, we read:

God, You gave us the Torah to 
show that You love us.
May it always be a friend at our side.

The Torah is our teacher.
It tells us what is right and what is wrong.
It shows us how to live good lives.
Be with us always when we study Torah.

Be with us always, as we try to live good lives.
ָברּוְך ַאָתה ְיָי, ַהבֹוֵחר ְבַעּמֹו ִיְשָרֵאל ְבַאֲהָבה.
Baruch atah Adonai, habocher b’amo Yisrael b’ahavah.

We praise You, Eternal God. You gave the Jewish people the Torah.
It is your special gift to us.

Our middah for the final month of the school year is Talmud To-
rah, the study of Torah. It may seem strange to save this middah 
for the end of the year, but it serves as a nice culmination of our 
mussar work throughout the past months. It is a gross under-
statement to say that Torah has much to teach us, but what we 
choose to emphasize from Torah has changed over time. While 

the intricate laws of ritual sacrifices and procedural methods of 
tabernacle construction may not be relevant as guidebooks in 
2018, we learn countless moral lessons from our sacred texts. 

We see chaverut (friendship) between David and Jonathan as 
they defend one another, even as Jonathan turned against his 
own family to defend his friend’s life; we see nedivut (generosity) 
when unprompted Rebecca offers rest and refuge to Abraham’s 
servant and his camels; we experience hoda’ah (gratitude) along-
side the Israelites as they cross the sea to freedom; tzedek (doing 
the right thing) is sometimes difficult, as when Joseph forgives 
his brothers after many years of estrangement; anavah (humili-
ty) is challenging too, but we see wonderful examples of Moses’ 
ability to step back from a leadership role and allow others to 
flourish. Finally, dibuk chaverim (sticking by your friends) is 
exemplified by none other than Ruth and Naomi, who journey 
together not because they are related by blood, but because of 
their devotion to one another.

While our stories may come from a time and place much 
different from our own, we see how our tradition teaches these 
essential values through engaging narratives. Regardless of where 
we believe Torah originated, we all benefit from its teachings 
and examples (both good and bad!) in the world we live in.

Stories from our Graduates: 
Matt Zappulla

My family joined Beth Torah when I was in 2nd grade. I attended 
Weiner Religious School from that time through confirmation, but 
it was when I joined BTTY and then NFTY Regional Board that I 
found a community outside of Kansas City; finding Judaism else-
where, and making friendships I still have today. 

A few years ago my cousin invited me to go on Birthright, which was life-changing. Since 
January 2015 I have spent more than a month in Israel every year. I am now a Birthright Israel 
Fellow and recently staffed a study abroad science and technology pilot program through Hillel 
International, where I was able to combine my love of Israel with my engineering background.

The sense of community found at Beth Torah, in its adult membership as well as its youth 
movement, perfectly captures the warmth and hospitality I found in Israel. Learning about 
Israel in Hebrew school, it never felt real, but after having spent months there the past few 
years I started to understand and see that the community at 
Beth Torah is the community of Israel.

I wasn’t always paying as much attention as I should have, but 
working on my Hebrew now is actually quite nostalgic for my 
days in the Beth Torah classrooms and I actually retained much 
more than I expected.

So thank you Weiner Religious School and CBT, I wouldn’t be 
where I am today without you.

mailto:mkleinman%40beth-torah.org?subject=
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It has been a quiet month for BTTY, 
but we are working hard at building a 
better future both here at Beth Torah 
and in the world around us. On March 
24th we attended services at Beth Torah 
along with Jewish teens from all over 
the Kansas City area and then partici-
pated in the March for our Lives with 

Rabbi Cattapan. It was wonderful to stand with other people 
who care about making our world a safer place for everyone. We 
made signs together before we left and enjoyed being part of a 
bigger group. We are also working on a joint event with JYG 
(and also introducing our 5th graders to JYG) with a “Get A 
Clue!” event that will happen on May 12th. Our board members 
have helped mentor our sixth grade friends as they plan their first 
event. See the flyer in this Tekiah for all of the info!

We were so happy to attend Spring Chavurah where we had a 
blast! Spring Chavurah is where Jewish teens apart of NFTY 
(North American Federation of Temple Youth) from Colorado, 
Missouri, Iowa, Kansas, southern Illinois, Nebraska, and Wyo-
ming come together. It was from Friday, April 20 - Sunday, April 

22 at the Three Trails Camp. We spent the weekend participat-
ing/leading informational Jewish programs and having fun at the 
Shabbat social. Also, the BTTY board got to participate in the 
voting for the upcoming regions board members. Then, at the 
end of the weekend, we all had to say goodbye to the seniors and, 
for me, I was so sad to leave the amazing friends I’ve met over the 
years. To parents of teens in high school or those teens, I recom-
mend to you to get your teen involved/yourself (if you’re a teen) 
in NFTY in general so that you can meet so many amazing teens 
from the MV (Missouri Valley) Region.

On Sunday, May 6th at 12:30 pm we will be having a caucus 
for our BTTY board for next year. At the caucus, those who are 
interested in being on the board next year will speak about why 
they want the position they are running for and those who are 
not running will vote on the board. If you are interested in being 
on our board for the upcoming school year please either contact 
me, Tess Gerson, or Rabbi Monica Kleinman. Also, those who 
are interested in running need to either be a current high school-
er or going to be in high school for the next school year.

Lastly, I, Tess Gerson, wanted to say goodbye and thank you. I 
am a senior right now and going to Loyola University Chicago to 
major in nursing next year. It has been an amazing year getting 
to know those on my board, my advisors (Zach and Alexa), and 
more of you in the congregation better. Being President of BTTY 
has helped me grow as a leader and a program planner. These 
skills will help me later in life. Anyways, I am sad to say goodbye 
but I know I will be back in the future to say hello again! Thank 
you everyone for everything!

BTTY: Beth Torah Temple Youth

mailto:tessgerson2000%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:mkleinman%40beth-torah.org?subject=
http://www.beth-torah.org/register5779
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Emily Tummons, Music Director
emily@beth-torah.orgMusic Program

On the heels of the Spring Session, 
we dive headfirst into some equally 
cool musical moments in the coming 
weeks. Here are some snapshots of 
things to look forward to:

May 4th: Erev Shabbat—30th Anniversary
At our 30th Anniversary Kick-Off event, the Erev Shabbat 
service itself will only be about 30 minutes. After that we will 
move into the ulam for our Shabbat dinner and other cele-
bratory moments. But that 30 minutes will be packed with 
energetic music. On May 4th, we welcome this music team to 
the bimah, joining Rabbi Cattapan in marking this milestone: 
Randy Deutch, Carmen Dieker, Larry Figg, Tim Intfen, Emily 
Tummons, Lezlie Zucker. Friday, May 4th, 6:30 pm

May 12th: Music-Centric Shabbat Morning Service 
(10:30 am)

Expect the unexpected on Saturday, May 12th. In the Torah, 
this month of Iyyar is called Ziv, meaning “radiance.” For this 

last Shabbat morning in the Hebrew month of Iyyar, something 
a little different is offered. From the music team perspective, 
Carmen Dieker and I will be helping to make an especially 
music-immersed, joy-filled Shabbat morning service, one that 
will be truly radiant. Please join us that morning! All our famil-
iar melodies will find new layers of instrumental texture with 
drum, violin, piano, and harp. Carmen and I will be leading 
many of the songs in duet format. Some of the lesser-tapped 
readings in Mishkan T’filah will be woven into the service too. 
Consider joining us at 10:15 am to learn one additional melody 
that will be used that morning. Saturday, May 12th, 10:30 am

May 19th: Erev Shavuot Meditation Circle (7:45 pm)
Our Erev Shavuot service will be held outdoors (weather-per-
mitting) at 6:30 pm on Saturday, May 19th. After this service 
concludes, we invite you to join Carmen and me in the sanctu-
ary for something tailored to this moment of the Jewish calen-
dar: an Erev Shavuot Meditation Circle. We will sit in a circle, 
some of us on floor pillows, some of us on chairs, and by the 
light of candles we will sing, chant, read, pray, and hold silent 
moments. In the spirit of Tikkun Leil Shavuot, consider being 
present with us that evening as we contemplate the moment 
that we stood at the foot of Mt. Sinai. Please RSVP for this 
event by emailing me at emily@beth-torah.org. Saturday, May 
19th, 7:45 pm

June 16th: New Moon Lab (7:30 pm)
At our next New Moon Lab, we’ll do havdalah, go outside to 
say the blessing of the new moon, learn together about the 
month of Tammuz, and enjoy hot apple cider and Moon Pies 
afterward. Babysitting is always provided for this program, no 
need to RSVP. Saturday, June 16th, 7:30 pm

mailto:emily%40beth-torah.org?subject=
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May is Beth Torah Food 
Collection Month for the JFS 
Food Pantry. In addition to the 
Passover and High Holy Day 
food drives, the JFS Pantry 
asks each congregation to 
focus on the needs of the Food 
Pantry once a year. May is our 
month and the focus is peanut 
butter, cereal and deodorant. 

These items are harder 
to obtain and often need 
to be purchased by the 
Pantry. Since it is our 30th 

Anniversary this year, let’s see if we can bring in 100 of each 
of these 3 items in celebration! 

We ARE the community we feed. 

The Gift Shop at
Congregation Beth Torah

Yeah!! Just in time for all of our gift needs, The Gift Shop is 
having our annual “end of the year” May sale. From May 1st 
through May 18th, everything in our shop will be 25% or 
more off the regular low prices. The gift shop has a variety of 
delightful and unique gifts for a B’nai Mitzvah, Mother’s Day, 
Conversion, Confirmation, Teacher gifts, Graduation gifts or 
gifts for any special occasions.

The Gift Shop wishes to thank all of our customers and volun-
teers for another successful year. It is our goal to have a wide va-
riety of items at reasonable prices. Your support of the Gift Shop 
is another way you show support for our CBT community.

The Gift Shop at Congregation Beth Torah hopes you will 
think of us as your one stop shopping place for all your needs.

Over the summer, we will be open on Monday 4–6 pm, and 
Wednesday and Friday 10:00 am–noon. Remember, The Gift 
Shop at Congregation Beth Torah is raising funds for our con-
gregation!

The Gift Shop is the place “Where Shopping Turns into a 
Mitzvah!”

Shalom, 
Kelly and all our volunteers

CloudBursT: A Jewish Poetry Event
Sunday, May 6th from 2:00–4:00 pm

Poets of all ages and faith traditions will be reading their 
original poems on Jewish themes at our 3rd Annual Jewish 
Poetry Event. Held in a traditional coffeehouse format 
including food and drink, the program is open to everyone 
in the community. Poets will be reading two short original 
poems or one long original poem to ensure a wide and 
diverse experience for the audience.

Come enjoy listening to this amazing program, featuring 
a wide variety of poetry, including traditional verse, free 
form, Haiku, sonnets, spoken word, and slam poetry. Every 
poem will touch on a Jewish theme.

Blood Drive
Wednesday, May 9th 

2:30 to 6:30 p.m.
Book your appointment 

today at 
savealifenow.org 

and enter 
Sponsor Code: BethTorah

YOUR DONATION
MATTERS!

http://savealifenow.org
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• TRIBUTES •

Beth Torah General Fund  
In Memory Of:

Winona Lee King
Richard Baumgarten

Rich Polep
Marilyn Abraham

Margie & Steve Cooper
Ray Rosenblum

Carol Ducak

In Honor Of:

Congressional Forum
Don Goldman & Martha Gershun

In Appreciation Of:

Wedding of Setareh Millerlile & Michael Applebaum
Mark & Mahta Millerlile

Rabbi Cattapan Discretionary Fund   

In Memory Of:

Isabelle I. Childer
Ron & Jo Ann Ginson

Charlotte Burnester
Jeff & Gail Ross

Rose Sara Klopper, beloved grandmother
Karen Agron Flattery

Dorothy Kreitman
Joseph Stark

Howard Stark
Edward Serlin

Kevin & Tina Shea

Rabbi Levin Discretionary Fund   

In Memory Of:

Jack M. Weinstein
Frances L. Weinstein
Raymond Wolf
Betty Wolf

Larry Weinstein
Rose Skikne

Barry Skikne
George Kaplan

Alice Kaplan

CBT Fund for Families in Need

In Memory Of:

Samuel S. Freed
Morris & Lynne Faiman

Leonard Klein
Stephanie & Adam Elyachar

Music and Choir Fund

In Memory Of:

Ernie Esser
Glen Esser & Estelle Edelbaum

David A. Gilman
Richard Gilman

Hunger Fund

In Memory Of:

Leonard Klein
Lesly & Issy Ozar

Arnold Waxman
Teri & Ken Sackin

Mother, Dorothy Kreitman
Bobbie Levy

Helen & Marvin Shalinsky
Linda Rubin & Family

Harry Gorsky
Douglas M. Greenwald

In Honor Of:

Betsy Wanger and her 20th work anniversary at 
Olathe-Health Center

Maureen & Sandy Salz

Educating Our Future Fund

In Honor Of:

Rabbi Linda Steigman’s birthday
Susan & Jeff Kivett

Mackenzie Haun’s new position as Education Fellow 
with Institute for Southern Jewish Life

Maureen & Sandy Salz

Winston Social Justice Fund

In Memory Of:

Duana Linville Dralus
Maureen & Sandy Salz


