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A Note from Rabbi Javier Cattapan

Learning a Sense of Belonging During the Seder
In the Torah we are com-
manded to tell the story of 
the Exodus from Egypt. The 

Hebrew verb used is lehagid, from where we get 
Haggadah, literally, “the telling.” Four times the 
Torah mentions that when children ask us about 
the reasons for Pesach, it is a mitzvah to explain 
to them what happened.

Our Sages looked at those four verses and 
concluded that they correspond to four types of 
learners—one who is wise, one who is wicked, 
one who is simple, and one who does not know 
how to ask. It is the famous midrash of the four 
sons. I am intrigued by the wicked and the one 
who doesn’t know how to even ask. What lesson 
can we learn from thinking about them during 
the celebration of the central Jewish holy day? 

Notice that in the Passover Haggadah, the two 
do not ask a question. Although the wicked child 
presents his comment as a question, it is more a 
rhetorical question. The rejection of the wicked 
child is evident in the interpretation that the 
Haggadah provides, “for me, and NOT for you.” 
In fact, this answer is a forced reading of the text.

How do I know? Because the simple child is given 
an answer that includes the same verse, but with-
out our rejection. The message is clear: If one per-
son does not know how to even ask the question, 
we must help them, engage them. The midrash of 
the four children is found in the Haggadah, but 
its message applies to the rest of the year as well. 

This midrash teaches us that we all bear a respon-
sibility to engage and involve every Jewish learner, 
even those who chose to separate from the com-

munity. Even the “wicked child” remains a part 
of our people. We encounter “the child who does 
not know how to ask the question” in our sanc-
tuary and in our school, at High Holy Days and 
other special events. Their simple understanding 
of Judaism should challenge us to do better. 

This challenge is not new. Consider: If the four 
children represent four ways in which Jews relate 
to Judaism, then roughly 50% are disconnected. 
It seems that from immemorial times, half of all 
the Jews have been disengaged at any given time. 
Yet, the message of the Haggadah is a message of 
hope. We are taught never to give up on them, 
because giving up on one half may lead us to give 
up on everyone else altogether. In the book My 
People’s Passover Haggadah, we read:

“the Haggadah’s […] still gives each child a seat at 
the table. In doing so, the Haggadah embodies a 
profound insight articulated by Numbers Rabbah 
(8:4): “If you estrange those who are distant, you 
will ultimately estrange those who are near!”

Even if they ask a question that sounds dismis-
sive to us, or even if they do not know what 
to ask, we need to be ready to invite them in; 
everyone wants a sense of belonging. According 
to Rabbi Mordecai Kaplan, there are three basic 
forms of Jewish identity: we can identify as a 
Jew either by believing, behaving, or belonging. 
For Kaplan himself, the primary form of identi-
ty was belonging. Judaism is the religion of the 
Jewish people; it emerged out of the life experi-
ence of a people, and therefore it is the Jewish 
people who are responsible to shape Jewish 
religion in every generation.

Saturday, March 3rd
• Makom Ba’tu’ach 

(Safe Space) Havdalah

Thursday, March 8th

• Lunch and Learn* 
* A week early due to 
  Spring Break

Tuesday, March 13th

• Israel Trip Meeting

Thursday, March 15th

• 100 Days of Giving Begins

Sunday, March 25th

• Quarterly Forum

Friday, March 30th

• No Erev Shabbat Worship

• First Night of Passover

Saturday, March 31st

• Community Seder

• 

https://goo.gl/LgM4Lv
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“Every person, in every generation, must regard his or her self as having been personally freed from bondage in Mitzrayim”

A Community Second Night Passover Seder
An opportunity for family and friends to come together as a community for the telling of the Passover story

Saturday, March 31, 2018
6:30 p.m. 

The Temple, Congregation B’nai Jehudah
12320 Nall, Overland Park, KS 66209

• Through engaging stories, songs and interactive discussions, we will retell the story of the Exodus, 
Crossing the Sea, the story of our people’s journey from slavery to freedom and remember those 
around the world who struggle with injustice every day.

• Seder led by Rabbis Jon Kleinman and Monica Kleinman and music by Rachel Black
• Traditional kosher-for-Passover Seder meal prepared under the supervision of the Vaad Hakashruth 

of Kansas City and served under supervision of Rabbis Kleinman and Kleinman

Sponsored by the Rabbinical Association of Greater Kansas City, funded in part by the Community Legacy Fund 
of the Jewish Community Foundation of Greater Kansas City and supported by Congregations.

Mail form and check to: 
Rabbinical Association, 5801 West 115th, Box 113, Overland Park, KS 66211

Reservations must be received by Wednesday, March 21, 2018
After deadline, DINNER reservations will be accepted on a space-available basis 

and increased to $38/adult and $16/child

Our Pillars
We are a vibrant, modern 

Reform Jewish congregation 
where everyone matters.

Congregation Beth Torah:
Embraces Energizes
Illuminates Inspires
Responds Connects 

FOR MORE INFORMATION
Phone: 913-498-2212

Fax: 913-498-1071
6100 West 127th Street

Overland Park, KS 66209
Email: info@beth-torah.org

Website: beth-torah.org
Facebook:

facebook.com/CongregationBethTorah

OFFICERS
President .................................................... Barry Katz
First Vice President ................................. SueAnn Strom
Vice President ............................................ Boyd Bolter
Vice President ..........................................Brandi Fisher
Secretary ................................................ Genna Stowe
Treasurer ............................................... Mike Ginsberg

BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
Miccole Bowen

June Crane
Todd Davisson
Scott Franklin

Amy Kane

Howard Pitler
Stephen Steigman

Nick Toniazzo
Zach Zwibelman

BTTY President ........................................... Tess Gerson
Immediate Past President ...................... Linda Zappulla

STAFF 
Senior Rabbi ...............................Rabbi Javier Cattapan
Founding Rabbi .............Rabbi Mark Levin, D.D., D.H.L.
Music Director...................................... Emily Tummons
Director of Operations ............................... Laura Intfen
Director of Finance ..................................... Tara Hyder
Director of Lifelong Learning .... Rabbi Monica Kleinman
Office Manager .....................................Robin O’Bryan
Administrative Assistant ........................ Sharon Altman
Administrative Assistant .....................Alyssa Schildhorn
Bookkeeper.............................................. Barbara Kitt
Choir Director ....................................... Carmen Dieker 
Tekiah Editor ............................................ Laura Bolter

TORAH PORTION

Mazel Tov to:
Ellen Taylor and Jim Merrill 

on their marriage and new home

In Memoriam:
Robert Micco

Stepfather and stepfather-in-law of 
Bob and Debbie Hennecke, 

and grandfather of Arlo Hennecke

Charyl L. Rubin
Cousin of Jan Harness

Alex Schlachter
Friend of Jodi Hanson

March 2/3 | 16 Adar:  Ki Tisa

March 9/10 | 23 Adar: Vayakhel-Pekude

March 16/17 | 1 Nisan: Vayikra

March 23/24 | 8 Nisan: Tzav

March 30/31 | 15 Nisan: Passover

March 30: No Worship Services

March 31: First Day of Passover 
Shabbat Worship

	
“Every	person,	in	every	generation,	must	regard	his	or	her	self	as	having	been	personally	freed	from	bondage	in	Mitzayim”	
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Kansas City and served under supervision of Rabbis Kleinman and Kleinman 
 

Sponsored by the Rabbinical Association of Greater Kansas City, funded in part by the Community Legacy Fund  
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Mail form and check to: Rabbinical Association, 5801 W. 115th, Box 113, Overland Park, KS 66211  
Reservations must be received by Wednesday, March 21, 2018 
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For information or to inquire about confidential financial assistance, contact Annette Fish, Administrator/Program Director,   

  Rabbinical Association, afprogram@aol.com or (913) 327-4622 
 

First & Last Name of each Person Attending:  
(for additional names please use back of this form)  

Adult DINNER Meal 
$32.50 pp 

Chicken           Vegetarian 

Child Meal 
(Ages 4-9) 
$14.00  pp 

Child Meal 
(Under 4)  
No Charge  

1.          
2.          
3.          
4.          
 
Subtotals ……………………………………………………….. 

#       | $  #       | $  #      | $  #     | $  

Optional 1 lb. Schmurah Matzah hand-made in Israel        
# ____ |$ ___ (7-8 round pieces/box) @ $20 each  
 
 

TOTAL AMOUNT      
ENCLOSED:  
Make checks payable to 
Rabbinical Association  

$  

Name: __________________________________________ Email: ____________________________________ 
Day Phone: (   ) __________ Eve Phone: (   ) __________   Congregation Affiliation:_____________________ 
I/We wish to be seated with: ___________________________________________________________________ 
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6:30 p.m. 

The Temple, Congregation B’nai Jehudah 
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mailto:afprogram%40aol.com?subject=Community%20Seder
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From Strength to Strength: 30 Years at Beth Torah
A few months 
into my 
presidency, 
Laura Intfen 
mentioned at a 

board meeting that the 30th anniversary 
of the founding of our congregation 
would be coming up in April of 2018. At 
the time that date seemed way off into 
the future, but here it is almost upon us. 

Thankfully, SueAnn Strom, our First Vice 
President, took on the task of convening 
a brainstorming committee to come up 
with ideas on how to celebrate and sancti-
fy this milestone. Twelve members of our 
community attended the first meeting 
back in November and with great energy 
and enthusiasm started the ball rolling. 

Very early in this first meeting it became 
apparent to me what the theme of our 
celebration would be. Emily Kerstein had 
done some homework before the meeting 
and shared with us a very pertinent text 
from Pirkei Avot regarding the stages of 
life. In discussing human development 

at various ages, the passage declares that 
thirty is the age when full strength is 
attained. When I heard this I was actually 
startled by how applicable this was to Beth 
Torah at age 30. At long last our transition 
is complete and all of our staff positions 
are filled with great people ready to lead 
us into the future. We are truly and finally 
at full strength. It wasn’t so much that we 
found a theme. Rather, in some random, 
metaphysical, Godwink sort of way, it was 
the theme that found us.

Over time, as more discussion took 
place, the theme evolved from “Full 
Strength” into “From Strength to 
Strength.” Because, no matter how strong 
we have now become, the goal will 
always be toward greater strength and 
growth. We are grateful to Laura Bolter 
for designing a logo for us that will be 
utilized throughout the year to represent 
the milestone and its theme. Laura’s logo 
makes its debut in this Tekiah.

The 30th Anniversary kick-off event is a 
special Shabbat service and dinner that 

will take place on May 4th. Save the date 
and look for more information coming 
soon. The final event will be a party to 
take place in April of 2019. In between 
there will be a variety of activities (still 
being planned) of a spiritual, educational 
and social action nature. There will be 
many opportunities to recognize our 
arrival at full strength and to get started 
on the next 30 years.

Barry Katz, President
bkatz12306@gmail.comPresident’s Corner

Be A Greeter!
Your welcoming face is needed on Friday 
nights. Sign up to be part of our Shalom 
Squad and personify the warm and wel-
coming feel that Beth Torah creates. Since 
two people are needed every week, why 
not sign up with a friend?

Thank you to our member Jeff Anton-
iewicz for saying “Yes” to CBT and 
coordinating the Squad.

You can choose your dates by clicking 
here, or by heading to our website and 
clicking on the Shalom Squad link.

Passover Worship 
Service Schedule

First night Seder:
Friday night, March 30th, 

there will be no Friday night services.

First day of 
Passover/Shabbat worship:

Shabbat morning, March 31st, 10:30 a.m.

Last Day of Passover Worship 
including a Yizkor Service:

Friday morning, April 6th , 10:30 a.m.

(There will be regular Erev Shabbat 
services the evening of April 6th)

 
is celebrating 30 years 
and we are ready 
to celebrate!

Save the date
EREV SHABBAT

MAY 4, 2018

For a special evening of worship, some Beth Torah history, 
an exciting new program of community connection and, of course, 

some very good food including a Shabbat dinner! 

Check out CBT President Barry Katz’s article (above) 
for more celebration hints, and keep an eye out 

for more information coming soon!

Congregation Beth Torah

http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0c4dafaf2faaf85-erev
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0c4dafaf2faaf85-erev
http://www.beth-torah.org
mailto:bkatz12306%40gmail.com?subject=
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Travel to Israel with Rabbi Cattapan in 2019!
Second planning meeting is coming up.

Whether you attended the 
first meeting or not: 

Plan to join us at Beth Torah on 
Tuesday evening, March 13th 
6:30 p.m. in the Bride’s room

· Meet Rabbi Don Goor and 
David Magen, both from the 
tour company we will be 
traveling with.

· Get your questions answered 
regarding all the details that 
are in the works.

· Add an idea or two from your 
“must see” wish list.

· Contact the office if you have 
any questions. 

See you on the 13th!
Shalom.

Beth Torah is excited for the 2nd Annual 100 Days of Giving 
campaign. This year’s 100 days will be March 15th through 
June 22nd. We invite you to join our 100 Days of Giving 
campaign to raise $10,000 that supports excellence in program-
ming: our music program, adult education, weekly nosh, oneg, 
Sunday breakfast and more.

Buy a day between March 15th and June 22nd for $100 and 
let us know what you are celebrating or commemorating. Once 
you have purchased your day, it is yours. If a day you would like 
has already been purchased, just pick another day! Some mem-
bers have already jump-started the campaign and the following 
dates have been purchased:

March 25, 29; April 7; May 2, 13, 20, 25, 29; June 2, 22

Want to own a day? It’s easy to do:

1. Pick a day between March 15th and June 22nd 

2. Check our 100 days of Giving Calendar on our website or 
call the Beth Torah office to see if that date is available.

3. Call the Beth Torah office at 913-498-2212 or email Sharon 
Altman and request a date.

4. You will receive a confirmation email back from Sharon with 
payment instructions.

5. You own the day!  

6. Come to Beth Torah and decorate your date with stickers or 
a picture.

7. Check out the Beth Torah Facebook page on the day you 
purchased to see how we announce “your day” to the world.

Not only were last year’s dates picked in honor of birthdays and 
anniversaries, but also in honor of President Obama’s last day in 
office; in honor of the CBT Caring Connection Team; celebrat-
ing the 21st anniversary of the day we met; and in honor of our 
upcoming trip to the Middle East. Be creative and have fun!

Need some help picking a reason for a date:

• March 15th (the very first day) is National Peanut Lovers Day, 
and for those who don’t feel like a nut—National Milky Way 
Candy Bar Day.

• March 30th is National I am in control day!

• June 17th is Family Awareness Day.

Find fun more days at www.worldnationaldays.com!

mailto:saltman%40beth-torah.org?subject=
mailto:saltman%40beth-torah.org?subject=
http://www.worldnationaldays.com
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Beth Torah…Inside Out
As a member of Congregation Beth 
Torah, you have a right to have 
available to you information regard-
ing our community. You are asked 

to “bring a friend” to events and to encourage your unaffiliated 
friends to join. But it is hard for you to answer questions when 
you may not know the answers.

So, in 5778, my goal is to pick topics regarding Beth Torah and 
to offer comments and information on specific areas. Here is a 
quick list of what to expect from this part of our newsletter in the 
coming months:

Happy Campers
“To everything there is a season”…..Kohelet

The beginning of March sees the end of Camp Sign-ups and 
Scholarship and Grant money distribution season. It’s a long 
season, but satisfying. Why do we invest so much time and energy 
into helping Beth Torah kids go to camp? 

Let’s dive into that head first:

Jewish camp offers fun, heritage, connection and lifelong skills 
based on Jewish values. The Union for Reform Judaism offers 
about 20 different overnight camps ranging in geography from sea 
to shining sea and in age range from 3rd grade through gap year 
after high school graduation, in specialty programs from sports to 
science and technology to creative arts; and every outdoorsy thing 
in between. Our own Jewish Community Center funnels into 
camp SABRA, located in central Missouri, where campers from all 
over the Midwest comingle with Jews of all kinds. 

The common theme in all of these camps is twofold:

1) They create a Jewish immersion experience that offers a jump-
ing off point to lifelong connections with both Jewish people 
and with feeling Jewish connections to the world. 

2) They are NOT cheap. 

While programs range from a few days to all summer long, to 
keep a child engaged, safe and full of amazing memories costs 
money. We at Beth Torah are aware of this. And so we have some 
very generous donors that want to help. 

The Weiner Religious School offers a Camp Fair in the fall. 
Campers and their families set up information booths for future 
campers to browse. Once and awhile, we even have camp direc-
tors from various camps in to talk to families. On that same day, 
I hold a meeting of prospective campers to go over our Camp Tu-
ition Assistance program as well as the Greater Kansas City Jewish 
Federation Rabbi Gershon Hadas Guardian Society assistance 
program. The goal of these programs is to make sure that every 

child that wants to go to Jewish camp, gets to go. 

There are a variety of Beth Torah programs that can relieve the 
burden of camp tuition for Beth Torah members:

Cousins Camp Scholarship: The recipient of this generous 
donor’s fund is targeted for young women of families that oth-
erwise might not be able to send the girls to camp. The Cousins 
Fund covers all tuition for a Jewish sleep-over camp of at least two 
weeks. One scholarship is given a year. 

First Time Camper Grant: This is a merit based award and not 
need based. All first, second and third year campers meeting the 
criteria laid out in the fund by the original donors receive awards 
set at generous levels. The camp program the child is attending 
must be one from a long list of approved Jewish overnight camps 
and there is no limit to the number of recipients that can receive 
this help in a year. 

Beth Torah Camp Scholarship Fund: This need based fund 
requires an in-depth application and some backing paperwork 
involving W-2 or 1040 forms. Our Camp Scholarship Disburse-
ment committee meets in early spring to go over each application 
and awards scholarships with one eye on making sure that no 
child cannot go to camp and the other eye on being a good stew-
ard of the fund. 

The deadline for application for these assistance funds is usually 
the first week in February and then the families are encouraged to 
also seek assistance from the funds in the community, and from 
the camps. But each family is told that we are here should the end 
of the scholarship season come and there is still a gap between the 
camp tuition and an ability to pay. It is why our generous donors 
set up these funds. 

But funds don’t last forever. That is why the Lowenstein Fami-
ly, through their foundation, is offering a unique and bountiful 
matching program for money that Beth Torah raises for its camp 
scholarship program. With a possibility of adding $100,000 to 
our camp scholarship fund, the Foundation will match our fund-
raising efforts in increments of $20,000—that is, once we raise 
$20,000 the Foundation’s $20,000 match will be made. We are 
already well on our way to our first $20,000 benchmark. Please 
join in this effort and your donation will be working double time 
to create lots and lots of happy campers!

So, if you have great memories of giggles at GUCI or kibbutzing 
at Kutz or singing at SABRA, then make a donation to our Camp 
Scholarship matching program and pay it forward.

Laura Intfen, Director of Operations
lintfen@beth-torah.orgConnections

April ......................... Board of Trustees
May ..............Staff and Job descriptions

June ............................... Adjustments

Want to know what’s nu?
Then come to the next CBT Quarterly Forum!!

Sunday morning, March 25th at 10:15 a.m.
We will be in the library sharing budget news, program news, 

and other goings on. Grab a bagel and join us.

mailto:lintfen%40beth-torah.org?subject=
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Rabbi Monica Kleinman, Director of Lifelong Learning
mkleinman@beth-torah.orgReligious School

In March we will continue our 
study of ענווה (humility) as we 
explore how it’s “not always about 
me.” It is easy to speak of incidenc-
es when we can draw back and 
allow another to have the spot-
light: someone else’s birthday, their 
performance on the athletic field 

or stage, or show them compassion and mercy when facing a 
difficult situation.

Another way in which we make room for others is when we say 
“I was wrong.” We acknowledge that we don’t always have the 
correct answer and are able to admit our own shortcomings. 
I’m delighted to share a story with you that makes light of an 
argument but shows that none of us has the correct answer all of 
the time, and sometimes we need someone else to show us the 
way to go.

In the town of Chelm, a magical, mythical place where the 
people are very pious and Jewish but not necessarily very smart, 
two citizens were engaged in an argument about how people 
grow. One gentleman was convinced that people grow from the 
ground up; the other was just as sure that they grow from the 
head down.

Each gentleman was able to cite evidence to support his opin-
ion. The gentleman who believed that people grow from the 
ground up said, “Just look at the army as it marches by, and 
you’ll see that I am right. None of the soldiers’ heads is at the 

same level, but all the soldiers have their feet on the ground. 
That is proof that people grow from the ground up.”

The other gentleman argued that if you look at the members of 
the marching band as they pass by, you’ll see that the pants of 
their uniforms don’t reach their shoes. Some of the pants are a 
little long, and some are a little short. That, he argued, surely 
indicates that people grow from the head down.

Since the two gentlemen couldn’t resolve their disagreement, 
they went to see the rabbi. Each man explained his belief about 
the method by which human beings grow.

The rabbi listened to them both and said, “My fair gentlemen, it 
is not that humans grow from the top down or from the bottom 
up. It is true only that they grow from the inside out.”

In February we had an extremely suc-
cessful Date Night Babysitting Event!  
All the kids that came had a blast and 
the teens had so much fun playing 
with the kids.  During the evening 
we played nine square in the air, we 
did arts and crafts, and we even had a 
paper airplane challenge.  Towards the 

end of the night we decorated cookies and watched a fun movie 
before the parents came to pick up.  Proceeds from the event 
will be going towards the teen youth group to subsidize future 
programming.  Hopefully we will continue to do more Date 
Night Babysitting events in the future!

Coming up on March 24th we will be having a really cool 
program in which we will learn about Israel. We’ll take a look at 
Israeli culture and have lots of fun at the same time! Any and all 
Jewish 6th - 12th graders are invited to come learn about Israel 
and hang out with other Jewish teens. Keep your eyes peeled on 
facebook and Rabbi Kleinman’s emails for more details as the 
event gets closer.

Recently, we have started a JYG (Junior Youth Group) commit-
tee for 6th - 8th graders who are interested in planning their 
own program for May.  We already had one meeting but if 
you or your child is interested in helping out please feel free to 
contact me. The event will be on May 12th at Beth Torah and is 
sure to be a great time for everyone! Also, if any high-schoolers 
are interested in learning more about what we are up to and 
want to come to a BTTY (Beth Torah Temple Youth) meeting, 
feel free to let me know at the email above!

Tess Gerson, BTTY President

BTTY: Beth Torah Temple Youth

Alana Breanne Campbell, 
daughter of Jill and Wes 
Campbell, will celebrate 
her Bat Mitzvah at Shabbat 
worship on Saturday, March 
3rd, at 10:30 a.m.

Alana is a 7th Grade student 
at Overland Trail Middle 
School.

She has danced at Miller 
Marley School of Dance and 
Voice for 10 years and is a 
member of the Competition 

Team and Youth Ballet Company II.

The Campbells would like to invite the congregation to join us 
for Kiddush following the service.

Upcoming Bat Mitzvah

mailto:tessgerson2000%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:mkleinman%40beth-torah.org?subject=
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Emily Tummons, Music Director
emily@beth-torah.orgMusic Program

Saturday, March 3rd
4:30–6:00 p.m.

Rabbi Kleinman’s home
in Overland Park.
RSVP for address

Makom Ba’tu’ach (Safe Space) Havdalah
Rabbi Kleinman and I have teamed 
up to create a truly unique and rich 
program for women this month. 

On Saturday, March 3rd, from 4:30 to 6:00 p.m., we will 
gather at Rabbi Kleinman’s home for “Makom Ba’tu’ach,” a 
safe space. This event is open to anyone over the age of 13 who 
identifies as female. 

We will spend our Shabbat afternoon doing text study, singing, 
and talking together. We’ll sing some of my new original com-
positions that were written with the upcoming Jewish Feminist 
Songbook in mind. Interspersed among these songs will be our 
study texts: ancient and modern prose, poetry, halacha, and so on.

Our program will have lots of snacks, and will close with Havdalah.

As Jewish women, we want to create a safe space to think, dis-
cuss, and express ourselves. Together we’ll engage in an ancient 

Jewish tradition while shaping our own contemporary experi-
ences, celebrating our unique outlook on the world around us. 

This will also be a chance for women from our community to 
connect with Rabbi Kleinman and me on a more personal level. 

Women who are undergoing some kind of change in life may 
find this experience especially rich and meaningful, because 
some of our programming that evening will touch on women’s 
issues ranging from fertility/choices surrounding parenthood to 
“empty nest syndrome” to menopause and aging. 

These topics may be touched on, alongside experiences that 
impact all of us—beginning/ending relationships, death and 
mourning, and struggling with Jewish identity.

There is still time to RSVP and let us know you are coming! Just 
email Alyssa Schildhorn. Come spend the afternoon with us.

Join Emily Tummons and Rabbi Kleinman for a women’s Shabbat afternoon with text study, singing, and Havdalah.

Let us know you are coming! 
RSVP here or to Alyssa.

Join Emily Tummons and Rabbi Kleinman for a women’s Shabbat 
afternoon text study, singing, and Havdalah.

• Open to all who identify as female and are 13 years of age or older

• Learn with other women in a safe space

• Explore Jewish texts and traditions spanning the centuries

• Get a sneak peak at some of Emily’s original compositions that will be 
featured in the 2018 Jewish Feminist Songbook

• Share a Havdalah ceremony with friends new and old

Makom Ba’tu’ach מקום בטוח 
A Safe Space

for Jewish Women

mailto:aschildhorn%40beth-torah.org?subject=
https://goo.gl/forms/C1UqLynJLadboJXn2
mailto:aschildhorn%40beth-torah.org?subject=
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In All That We Do, 
We Remember Them 
By Debbie Bass, CBT member since 2003 

The impact of the Evelyn and Melvin 
Spitcaufsky and Sandra L. Shaffer Memo-
rial Room at Congregation Beth Torah. 

One of the most meaningful and beautiful 
traditions in Judaism is how we remember 
loved ones who are no longer with us. 
“We Remember Them” is perhaps one 
of the most famous readings found in 
our liturgy. Its thoughtful and insightful 
words have transcended beyond Jewish 
liturgy and have entered the hearts and 
minds of Jews and non-Jews alike. The 
words remind us how important the idea 
of remembrance is to our sacred tradition.

We never forget our departed loved ones. 
Moreover, Jewish tradition teaches that 
we can posthumously bring great honor 
to their souls. CBT’s Memorial Room 
does just that, memorializing those who 
are gone with a permanent plaque, so 
loved ones can visit the Memorial Room 
any time the synagogue is open. Its cozy 
space with a bench provides meditative 
and healing surroundings. Kaddish on 
Sunday mornings is also performed in 
this Memorial Room.

My family and I have personally found 
great comfort in purchasing memorial 
plaques to honor my mother and father. 
Nearly every time I’m at CBT, I will visit 
their plaques, even if only for a moment. 
Sometimes I will stay longer to reflect, 
remember fond memories, or count my 
blessings. I was pleasantly surprised to 
find how affordable the plaques are ($500 
each) and that it’s a wonderful way to 
financially support CBT.

Many other CBT members and 
non-members have felt similarly. Long-
time CBT member Donna Gould-Co-
hen purchased memorial plaques in 
CBT’s Memorial Room for her parents, 
her in-laws, and both of her husbands. 
Donna decided to have plaques at Beth 
Torah because she and her children now 
live in town and can visit the Memorial 
Room as often as they’d like. Donna 
reiterates, “The Room provides a quiet 

spot for remembrance. I’d highly recom-
mend to other congregants to remember 
their loved ones in this way.” Memory is 
not only integral to our Jewish tradition, 
but is part of all humanity. To remember 
is to lift up all the deceased have taught 
us so that their lives continue through 
ours. To remember is to embrace both 
the strengths and imperfections of those 
whom we have lost by continuing to fos-
ter our strengths and improve upon our 
own shortcomings. And, to remember is 
to do what is necessary—to keep in mind 
that what we do will have an impact on 
others’ lives.

If you have a loved one to remember, con-
sider honoring their memory with a plaque 
in the Memorial Room. Contact Laura 
Intfen to order your memorial plaque…

In All That We Do, We Remember Them.

What Celebrations Do You Have Coming 
Up at Beth Torah? Spread Your Joy!

Sponsor a breakfast or some fancy, shmancy creamers 
for our Sunday morning breakfasts.

Purchase a leaf on our Tree of Life in the ulam. 

Sponsor a nosh for an 
Erev Shabbat Friday night worship.

Hunger Never 
Takes a Holiday

As we approach the season of Passover, 
there will be hundreds among us who will 
struggle to put food on the table let alone 
those special items to celebrate a Seder. 

YOU can help make a difference. Join 
Jewish Family Services, The Rabbinical 
Association of Greater Kansas City and 
area congregations in collecting Passover 
food items. (The first Seder begins Friday, 
March 30th.) More than 160 families will 
be helped through your participation in 
the Passover food drive.

Our congregation has chosen to collect 
donations of Matzah Meal and grape 
juice. Packaged items should be labeled 
“kosher for Passover.” Drop off items at 
CBT through March 19th. Monetary 
donations are also being accepted by check 
or online through the JFS site http://www.
jfskc.org. By participating in the Passover 
Food Drive you are putting into action the 
traditional words of the Haggadah, “let all 
who are hungry come and eat.” 

There are a variety of volunteer oppor-
tunities available in connection with the 
Passover Holiday Food Drive.

If you or someone you know wants to 
volunteer, please call 913-730-1410 or 
send an email.

SCORE!! 
Thank you CBT community.

JFS reported that we donated 
over 129 pounds of non-perishable 

food to the JFS Food Pantry 
for their recent 

Souper Bowl Food Drive!

Yasher Koach!

mailto:volunteer%40jfskc.org?subject=


Mitzvah Day... it’s what we do!
Sunday, April 22nd

Breakfast @ 8:45 a.m.
Kicko T’filah @ 9:30 a.m.

Stay tuned to your CBT E-News and Facebook in March for more
information and how to sign up for these great opportunities!

We come together
to honor the memory of Beth Torah

Mitzvah Day champion Aleza Myer as we uphold the 
principles and commandment of our faith.

At CBT options may include: Out-of-the-building options
may include:

• helping ensure young people
have food with BackSnack

• baking made-from-scratch pet
treats for our local animal shelter

• using our talents to make
planters visually appealing

• sending well wishes to those in
need of words of support

• getting dirty at the Community
Mitzvah Garden

• sharing time with our
Village Shalom friends

• helping beautify lawns of elderly 
and disabled residents in our area

Join the entire Beth Torah Community, ages 1–101, for a morning
of Tikkun Olam both inside our walls and out in the community!

To mark the fourth anniversary of the shootings 
that took place at the Jewish Community 
Center and Village Shalom and to honor 
Holocaust Remembrance Day, SevenDays will 
host a special luncheon featuring author Yvette 
Manessis Corporon, cousin to Bill Corporon and 
Reat Underwood, who will share the story of 
how her grandmother helped to hide and save 
a Jewish family on the Greek island, Erikousa, 
during the Holocaust. Just days before the 
shootings in Overland Park that took her 
cousins’ lives, Yvette was reunited with the 

descendants of that Jewish-Greek family in 
Israel. Yvette’s story is chronicled in her new 
book entitled, Something Beautiful Happened: A 
Story of Survival and Courage in the Face of Evil.  
The vegetarian luncheon will be certified Kosher 
by the Vaad HaKashruth of Kansas City.

RSVP: The event is free to attend, but reserva-
tions are required at http://ow.ly/F4Cf30irBDZ

April 13, 2018 at 11:30 a.m.
Congregation Beth Torah  

http://ow.ly/F4Cf30irBDZ
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Celebrate the Anniversary of Your Bar or Bat Mitzvah
By Steve Cooper

My wife Margie and I joined Congrega-
tion Beth Torah three and a half years ago 
when we moved to Olathe from Daven-
port, Iowa. She was raised in a Reform 
synagogue, and I was raised in a Conser-
vative synagogue. Our decision to join 
CBT was based on CBT’s offering a more 
traditional service on Saturday morn-
ing, and the manner in which the entire 
congregation participates during services. 
Rather than having a “performance” by a 
cantor, prayers are chanted by everyone. 
This creates a spiritual environment that 
is conducive to both personal meditation 
and personal prayer. 

It is customary to be called up for an Ali-
yah and to chant the haftorah 70 (three 
score and ten) years following one’s Bar 
Mitzvah. Well, not too many persons live 

to and beyond age 83. So, I decided not 
to push my luck and chose to celebrate 
the anniversary of my Bar Mitzvah early. 
On February 10th of this year, both my 
wife and I were called up for an Aliyah, 
and I chanted the maftir for Shabbat 
Shekalim as well as the haftorah. 

I hope to start a tradition at CBT and 
would like to see more congregants 
celebrate the anniversary of their Bar or 
Bat Mitzvah. When I mentioned that I 
was going to relearn my parashah and 
haftorah, many people said that relearn-
ing should be like “riding a bike” and all 
would come back easily. WRONG! I did, 
however, enjoy the relearning experience. 
As a youngster, my Bar Mitzvah training 
consisted primarily to learn and to con-
duct Friday night and Saturday morning 
services as well as a time to learn my To-
rah trope, to learn the Torah portion, and 

to chant haftorah. As a 13-year-old, not 
much training was devoted for learning 
about the Torah message, it’s connection 
to the haftorah, and the background 
history of the haftorah.  So, relearning 
afforded me the opportunity to become 
more engrossed in both the Torah and 
haftorah messages and to gain more un-
derstanding of both. 

I enjoyed doing this and also enjoyed shar-
ing this meaningful experience with my 
immediate family and with my Saturday 
CBT “family.” I hope more of you who are 
reading this in the Tekiah, will also con-
sider doing this. It will be a meaningful, 
spiritual, and rewarding experience. 
*Note from the Director of Operations: It 
was a wonderful morning. If you would like 
to celebrate the anniversary of your b’nai 
mitzvah, please make an appointment to meet 
with Rabbi Cattapan and take the first step. 

Poets Invited to 
3rd Annual CloudBursT

Congregation Beth Torah invites poets 
of all ages to sign up to read their 
original poems on Jewish themes on 
Sunday, May 6th from 2:00-4:00 p.m. 
at CloudBursT, the synagogue’s third 
annual Jewish Poetry Event. The event, 
to be held in a traditional coffeehouse 
format including refreshments, is open 
to everyone in the community. Poets 
may read two poems for a maximum of 
five minutes to ensure a wide and diverse 
experience for the audience.

“Our community has such tremendous 
artistic talent,” said congregant Martha 
Gershun, who is organizing the event 
along with Emily Tummons, Music 
Director. “We wanted to give poets who 
write on Jewish themes a chance to share 
their work with each other as well as a 
broader audience.”

Last year 17 poets, including William 
Trowbridge, the former Missouri Poet 
Laureate, participated in CloudBursT, 
reading to a warm, appreciative audience 
in a comfortable, relaxed atmosphere in 
the ulam. Themes included Torah stories, 
family memories, Jewish holidays, Israel, 
the Holocaust, Yiddish, and more.

Community members of all ages and 
all faith traditions are invited to email 
Gershun by April 15th to sign up to read 
at CloudBursT. All forms of poetry are 
welcome, including traditional verse, free 
form, Haiku, sonnets, spoken word, and 
slam poetry. The only requirement is that 
each poem touch on a Jewish theme.

“We hope poets of all ages will come 
out to participate,” Gershun said. “Our 
more experienced poets are eager to 
encourage young talent, and this is a 
great venue for all poets to experience 
the joy of sharing poetry out loud with 
an appreciative community.”

mailto:martha%40mgconsulting.com?subject=
mailto:martha%40mgconsulting.com?subject=
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• TRIBUTES •

Beth Torah General Fund

In Memory Of:

Mitchell Rudman
Margie Cooper

Naum Khalemsky
Emiliya Kheyfets

Naum Mintskovsky
Felix Mintskovsky

Harry Parris
Stella Parris

In Honor Of:

The 63rd anniversary of Steve Cooper’s bar mitzvah
Mike & Jill Fine 
Henri Goettel

Rabbi Cattapan Discretionary Fund

Steve Cooper
In Memory Of:

Otto Hirsch
Bill Kessler

Lloyd Cunningham
Ron & Jo Ann Ginson

Alex Wacknov
Sam & Donna Zavelo

Rabbi Mark Levin Discretionary Fund

In Memory Of:

Arnold Shanberg
Patsy Shanberg

Jerry & Esther Shapiro
Barry & Chris Shapiro

Raymond Shaw
Radine Shaw

CBT Fund For Families In Need

In Memory Of:

Edward Goldstein
Gail Goldstein

Ethyl Portman
Gail Goldstein

William Carter, father
Barbara Gutierrez

In Honor Of:

The 63rd anniversary of Steve Cooper’s bar mitzvah
Paula & Steve Becker

Hunger Fund

In Memory Of:

Sid & Evelyn Antin
Cherie & John Fasbinder

Rose Kaufman
Judith & Marshall Weingarten

Music and Choir Fund
Steve Cooper

In Memory Of:

Jack Osman
Stan Osman

Robin Merle Olderman
Ann Shepherd

In Honor Of:

Emily Tummons and Carmen Dieker
Chuck Cantor

Amy Dennis Pierron Music Fund

In Memory Of: 

Raymond Shaw, father
Rosanne & Randy Deutch

Rabbi’s Fund For Social Justice Projects

Ron & Jo Ann Ginson

Educating Our Future Fund

Paul Chapman 
Carol Ducak

In Memory Of:

Michele Goldman
Robert Micco
Edward Ginsberg

Rabbi Linda Steigman

Camp Scholarship Fund

Lon Lowenstein

Youth Activities Fund

In Memory Of:

Dorothy Chapman
Paul Chapman
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Cut the Clutter and Get Organized 
Program on March 15th

Is clutter a problem for you? On Thursday, March 15th come 
and learn how to develop strategies for your household to man-
age, reduce and even eliminate your clutter. 

This free program is part of the Learn Laugh & Love series 
sponsored by Jewish Family Services and the Jewish Community 
Center’s Heritage Center. The free program takes place from 1:00-
2:00 p.m. in the MAC Room of the Jewish Community Campus, 
5801 W. 115th St., in Overland Park. It is open to the public.

Denise Dias, a family and consumer sciences agent with the 
Johnson County-Kansas State Extension, will facilitate the pro-
gram. During the program, participants will learn a four-con-
tainer system to tackle clutter in your home.

This program is free, but reservations are requested by calling 
the Heritage Center at 913-327-8044.

April 19th Program Focuses on 
Gardening in Small Spaces

Gardening season is just around the corner! You can still have a 
beautiful garden when limited to a small space. On Thursday, 
April 19th, the Learn Laugh & Love series presents Johnson 
County Master Gardener Merle Sharpe, who will share creative 
tips and tricks to maximize your gardening pleasure.

This free program is part of the Learn Laugh & Love series 
sponsored by Jewish Family Services and the Jewish Communi-
ty Center’s Heritage Center.

Sharpe has been a Master Gardener for 20 years, split between 
14 years at Chicago Botanic Garden and the last six in John-
son County. Much of her design work focused on small space 
gardening. Her own Chicago area garden was featured in the 
Chicago Tribune and in Better Homes and Gardens Small Space 
Gardens magazine.

This program is free, but reservations are requested by calling 
the Heritage Center at 913-327-8044.

Pre-Passover Service of 
Comfort and Renewal on March 8th

Spring is a time of renewal in nature and in us. As we get ready 
to retell the story of the Exodus from Egypt, we take this oppor-
tunity to look at our own life stories and focus on getting out 
of the narrow places in our lives, the places where we feel stuck 
and enslaved.

To assist in this process, community members are invited to a 
special service of comfort and renewal on Thursday evening, 
March 8th. The service will help us connect to these themes, 
and to each other, as we prepare for Pesach and for springtime. 

Presented by the Jewish Community Chaplaincy program of 
Jewish Family Services, the service will begin at 6:30 p.m. at 
Village Shalom, 5500 W. 123rd St., in Overland Park.  The 
service is open to anyone regardless of one’s level of observance. 
A light nosh will precede the service and sweets afterward.

Rabbi Jonathan Rudnick, JFS Community Chaplain, along 
with Cantor Benjamin Matis, Hazzan Director at Kehilath Is-
rael Synagogue, and Lezlie Zucker, community song leader, will 
facilitate the service that features both traditional prayer and 
contemporary inspirational readings and music.

Please make reservations for the service by calling JFS’ office at 
913-327-8250 or sending an email.

• COMMUNITY NEWS •

 Kosher Passover Candies 
Available at the Gift Shop at 

Congregation Beth Torah!
It is time to place your order for Kosher Passover Candies 
from Barton’s Chocolatier through their fundraising divi-
sion “Miss Chocolate.” The Gift Shop is accepting prepaid 
orders from now through March 12th. Please remember 
our Gift Shop will have a limited supply in our store, which 
will be sold only while supplies last, so a prepaid order is 
the best way to guarantee that you will have the candies 
you like for Passover. Seem too early to think about Pass-
over? First night Seder is March 30th. Don’t need candy? 
Did you know there are other household items to pur-
chase? For example, plastic cups with straws attached—
great for the small ones in your life. The Gift Shop is 
always working to meet the needs for our customers. 
During the month of January, the Gift Shop has a raffle 
to benefit a social justice project. Congratulations to 
the Bass Family who won our Social Justice Raffle! They 
have directed the winning donation be made to the 
Congregation Beth Torah Education Fund. Thanks to all 
our raffle contestants.

The Gift Shop hours are:
Sunday:

9:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
(during religious school)

Monday:
4:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.

Wednesday and Friday:
10:00 a.m. to noon

Or by appointment:
Call Kelly Kaplan at 
913-498-1474

Our Motto:
“Where Shopping Turns into a Mitzvah”

mailto:healing%40jfskc.org?subject=

