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A Note from Rabbi Javier Cattapan

Where were you 30 years ago?
If you had been born, 
maybe you were among 
the founding members of 

our congregation; or perhaps you were in town 
but too young to make decisions for yourself. 
Or maybe, like myself, thirty years ago, you 
were nowhere near Overland Park … Although 
I had heard the word Kansas, I had no concept 
of the place let alone that 30 years later I would 
be living here and sharing my rabbinate with 
all of you! Towards the end of 1988 my mother 
had been diagnosed with breast cancer. It was 
a hard time for me and my family, so I turned 
to the Jewish tradition for comfort. I was a 
student at the Conservative rabbinical seminary 
in Buenos Aires, and a fellow student and friend 

recommended that I read Harold Kushner’s 
When Bad Things Happen to Good People. His 
book was a welcome guide into the perennial 
questions of theodicy and the meaning of life; it 
changed my understanding of human suffering 
and opened a new path for me. In truth, it did 
more than help me at a difficult time; it began 
my lifelong love for the writings of Kushner’s 
teacher, Rabbi Mordecai Kaplan. As a result, I 
turned to Kaplan’s classic books (learned lots 
of English at the same time) and found much 
needed consolation in studying his work. It 
was the true beginning of my path toward the 
rabbinate and to a better grasp of challenging 
ideas until this very day.

Sunday, April 8th
• Contemplation Night: 

 7:30-8:30 p.m.

 Sunday, April 22nd
• Pick-A-Party Deadline
• Aleza Myer Memorial 

Mitzvah Day

Wednesday, April 25th
• Budget Informational 

Meeting

Sunday, April 29th
• Graduating Madrichim  

Honored at Worship
• 3rd Annual Spring Session
• Budget Informational 

Meeting

It is a year to celebrate! We are 30! We have the strength of stability in our staff and leadership. 
We have the strength of increased volunteerism and committee participation. 

We have the strength of a growing congregation and school!

We need your vote to approve our 2018-2019 Board of Trustees and budget. You will be receiving an informational email 
in mid April as we move to the electronic system this year that the congregation approved last year. 
Those of you that receive the Tekiah by regular mail will receive your Annual Meeting information by regular mail also. 
If you have questions about the upcoming budget, our Board of Trustees Treasurer, Mike Ginsberg, would love to meet 
you at Beth Torah during either of these Budget Informational Sessions: Wednesday, April 25th 7:00–8 p.m. and 
Sunday, April 29th 11:00 a.m.–noon. Mike will be in the Bride's room during these sessions to answer any questions you 
may have and listen to your feedback.

Be present at the Annual Meeting and be in the know.

Continued on the top of page 2

Save the Date and come join us on Sunday morning, May 6th at 10:15 a.m. 
in the sanctuary for our Annual Meeting:

https://goo.gl/qvW5ew
mailto:jcattapan%40beth-torah.org?subject=
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Our Pillars
We are a vibrant, modern 

Reform Jewish congregation 
where everyone matters.

Congregation Beth Torah:
Embraces Energizes
Illuminates Inspires
Responds Connects 

FOR MORE INFORMATION
Phone: 913-498-2212

Fax: 913-498-1071
6100 West 127th Street

Overland Park, KS 66209
Email: info@beth-torah.org

Website: beth-torah.org
Facebook:

facebook.com/CongregationBethTorah

OFFICERS
President .................................................... Barry Katz
First Vice President ................................. SueAnn Strom
Vice President ............................................ Boyd Bolter
Vice President ..........................................Brandi Fisher
Secretary ................................................ Genna Stowe
Treasurer ............................................... Mike Ginsberg

BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
Miccole Bowen

June Crane
Todd Davisson
Scott Franklin

Amy Kane

Howard Pitler
Stephen Steigman

Nick Toniazzo
Zach Zwibelman

BTTY President ........................................... Tess Gerson
Immediate Past President ...................... Linda Zappulla

STAFF 
Senior Rabbi ...............................Rabbi Javier Cattapan
Founding Rabbi .............Rabbi Mark Levin, D.D., D.H.L.
Music Director...................................... Emily Tummons
Director of Operations ............................... Laura Intfen
Director of Finance ..................................... Tara Hyder
Director of Lifelong Learning .... Rabbi Monica Kleinman
Office Manager .....................................Robin O’Bryan
Administrative Assistant ........................ Sharon Altman
Administrative Assistant .....................Alyssa Schildhorn
Bookkeeper.............................................. Barbara Kitt
Choir Director ....................................... Carmen Dieker 
Tekiah Editor ............................................ Laura Bolter

Sometimes a crisis in our life helps us 
reach for a part of us we might not have 
known was there. A crisis can be the 
catalyst to unleash our potential. In the 
same way, Beth Torah was born, in part, 
in opposition to another congregation. 
To some people, it might have seemed a 
trying and uncertain time; yet, with vision 
and determination a new congregation 
was born and flourished. Breaking away 

from another congregation unleashed 
some potential so that great things could 
be realized. It all began 30 years ago and 
whether we were here from the very begin-
ning or just joined recently, each one of us 
must strive to do our best and continue to 
unleash. What we did 30 years ago (and 
the years ever since) continue to strength-
en us and each other as we prepare for the 
next 30 years!

We're trying something new at Beth Torah!
Pick-a-Party is a fundraiser and a 
community-builder all in one! As part 
of CBT's yearlong 30th anniversary cel-
ebration we are very excited to collabo-
rate with you to set up YOUR party!
• Our goal is to have 30 different 

parties! We need hosts to step up 
with creative, fun ideas.

• Your party is your donation to 
Congregation Beth Torah. We’ll set 
the ticket price and list the amount on 
each party’s description in the catalog 
that will be created.

• Party sign-ups will start May 4, 2018, 
at Beth Torah’s 30th Anniversary 
Shabbat Services and Dinner.

• To help spark your creativity, we've 
compiled a list of party ideas below.

Thank you for considering hosting a 
party. Party submissions are being 
accepted through the CBT website, or 
right here! 
You can also call the Beth Torah office 
for more information. 
We look forward to partying with you!
Many thanks for helping build our 
community. Pick-a-Party Committee: 
Brandi Fisher, SueAnn Strom, Debbie 
Bass and Rachel Siegel.

Some Pick-a-Party ideas:
Here is a list of ideas to get you 
started. You set the time, date and 

determine how many guests you can 
accommodate. Host a large party or 
an intimate gathering for 4-6. Host on 
your own or join with another family 
and plan something together!
The Amazing Race: 6 teams of two 
zoom around the city, completing 
tasks and navigating their way to the 
celebratory party that includes adult 
beverages.
Blintzes for Shavuot: We’ll have a lovely 
dairy brunch to celebrate the holiday 
and the season.
Cocktail Mixology: Learn how to make 
some of the hottest trending cocktails. 
We'll make our own shrubs, simple 
syrups and enjoy drinks and eats. You’ll 
go home with recipes to wow your next 
cocktail party.
Estate Planning Workshop: Everyone 
needs an estate plan. This workshop 
will help you make sure yours is in good 
working order.
Girlfriend's Closet Exchange Party: 
Bring that cute purse that goes with 
nothing you currently wear; or that hat 
that was so great when you had short 
hair, but doesn't fit now that you've 
grown it out.
Kid Fun and Parents’ Night Out: Bring 
your kids for an evening of pizza, games, 
and a movie. Weather permitting, we’ll 
walk up to our neighborhood park.

DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSIONS IS APRIL 15th.

Pick -a -Party!

http://beth-torah.org
https://goo.gl/Gk5eEn
mailto:info%40beth-torah.org?subject=
http://www.beth-torah.org
http://facebook.com/congregationbethtorah
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Erev Shabbat – May 4, 2018
Visit this site to register.

For a special evening of worship, some Beth Torah history, an exciting new program of 
community connection and, of course, some very good food including a Shabbat dinner!

There is no charge for the dinner, but tickets are required.

We find strength in tikkun olam so join us for the Beth Torah annual Aleza Myer Memorial Mitzvah Day.  
See page 10 for details. We find strength in celebrating Judaism through music at our 3rd Annual Spring 
Session.  See page 9 for details. We find strength in supporting our community and celebrating each 
other with our 100 Days of Giving campaign. See page 5 for details. We find strength in coming together 
as a community. Join us May 4th for a very special Erev Shabbat worship and dinner experience as we 
introduce you to our 30th Anniversary Pick-a-Party extravaganza.

In 1988 Congregation formed a community built on the 
strength of a small group of dedicated people. Pirke Avot, 
5:21 states that thirty years old is the age of full strength.  
Let's celebrate together on Friday night, May 4th.
6:00 p.m. Nosh
6:30 p.m. Erev Shabbat Worship in the Sanctuary followed 
by a Shabbat dinner with more music and a short ceremony 
giving a nod to the roots of our strength. After we celebrate, 
be sure to shmmooze around the school wing for all the 
Pick-a-Party offerings!
There is no charge for this 30th Year Celebration, but we ask 
that you bring a food item to share based on the first letter 
of your last name.

Please be sure to follow the Beth Torah Kosher Policy.
A–F Salads
G–L Desserts
M–R Rice, Kugels or Potatoes
S–Z Vegetables
Don't forget to bring something for the JFS Food Pantry 
also. Their wish list for May is Peanut Butter and Cereal. 
There is a limit of 175 for this event so print your ticket early. 
Let's party like it's 1988!
We hope you can make it!

https://goo.gl/5akqVe
https://goo.gl/37Rd1K
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From Strength to Strength: 30 Years at Beth Torah
The hardest 
reservation to 
get in Overland 
Park these 
days is for a 

meeting room at Beth Torah on Sunday 
mornings.  Lots of committee and 
project team meetings are taking place 
along with the usual Sunday morning 
activities of worship, religious school and 
music rehearsals. How great is it that so 
many of our members are stepping up 
to keep things humming at Beth Torah. 
Here are some of the things contributing 
to the hubbub.

30th Anniversary Planning Committee 
(SueAnn Strom, Chair): This group 
is planning (with some starting to 
execute) the year-long celebration of the 
30th anniversary of our founding. The 
festivities get under way on May 4th 
with a special Shabbat service and dinner. 
This will be your first opportunity to 
“Pick-a-Party." There will be 30 or so 
parties hosted by Beth Torah members 
throughout the year that you can choose 
to attend by making a specified donation. 
You will find more information about 
Pick-a-Party and the May 4th event 
elsewhere in this Tekiah. The other 
members of this committee are: Jeff 
Antoniewicz, Debbie Bass, Paula Becker, 
Todd Davisson, Lauren Fasbinder, Brandi 
Fisher, Jo-Ann Harris, Emily Kerstein, 
Joel Krichiver, Marcia Rittmaster, Rachel 
Siegel and Andrea Zwibelman.

Strategic Planning Committee 
(David Spizman, Chair): This group 
has been working over many months 
to develop the strategic plan that will 
guide our efforts over the coming years. 
The committee has finished its work and 
last month the Board approved their 
recommended plan. The other members 
of this committee are Lauren Aaronson, 
Todd Davisson, Gregg Herman, Nina 
Shik, Ken Simpson, Rabbi Linda 
Steigman, Genna Stowe, SueAnn Strom 
and Linda Zappulla.

Educating our Future Task Force 
(Miccole Bowen and Stephen Steigman 
(Co-Chairs): This group is brainstorming 
ideas for filling the budget gap created 
when we decided to make religious 
school tuition free for BethTorah 
members. Other members of this 
committee are Jeff Antoniewicz, Debbie 
Bass, Margie Cooper, Steve Cooper, 
Henri Goettel, Donna Gould-Cohen, 
Miki Herman, Greg Raymond, Rachel 
Siegel and Linda Zappulla.

Membership Committee (Todd Davisson 
and Jo-Ann Harris, Co-Chairs): This 
group has jumped into planning 
the dinner portion of the May 4th 
anniversary event. Other members of this 
committee are Jeff Antoniewicz, June 
Crane, Denise Pakula, Gena Rosenwald, 
Tiffany Simpson and Kathleen Stone.

Social Action Committee (Scott Franklin, 
Chair): This group is knee-deep in putting 
together "Mitzvah Day— Something for 
Everyone” that will take place on Sunday, 
April 22nd (breakfast included). A variety 
of activities are planned, so there will 
be something to fit everyone’s situation. 
Other members of this committee are 
Lauren Aaronson, Jim Decker, Adrianne 
Metcalf, Gloria Pitler, Howard Pitler, 
Marcia Rittmaster and Betsy Wanger.

Finance Committee (Mike Ginsberg, 
Chair): This group just finished its 
analysis and recommendations regarding 
our budget for the upcoming year. The 
2018/19 budget will be presented for your 
approval at the Annual Meeting on May 
6th. Other members of this committee are 
Joel Krichiver and Howard Pitler.

Camp Scholarship Challenge Grant 
Task Force (Barry Katz, Chair). This 
group is working on how to meet the 
challenge offered by the Lowenstein 
Family Supporting Foundation to 
solidify funding for camp scholarships 
for many years to come. Other members 
of this task force are Boyd Bolter, Lon 
Lowenstein and Marcia Rittmaster.

Communications Team (Laura Bolter, 
Chair): This group is working to improve 
our day-to-day communications effort, 
starting with a soon-to-be-unveiled revamp 
of our website. Other members of this 
group are Boyd Bolter and Howard Pitler.

Fund Development Team (Samantha 
Hammontree and Linda Zappulla, Co-
Chairs): This group develops strategy 
around fundraising and tracks how we’re 
doing throughout the year to make sure 
we are meeting our fundraising goals. 
Other members of this group are Sharon 
Altman, Debbie Bass, Barry Katz and 
Dave Zucker.

My heartfelt thanks go out to all of 
these (and so many other) wonderful 
volunteers for saying “Yes” to Beth Torah. 
And also to our dedicated staff, one or 
more of whom works with each of these 
groups to keep our congregation focused 
and moving ahead.

Barry Katz, President
bkatz12306@gmail.comPresident’s Corner

HELP WANTED
We need volunteers for the following:

Planning committee for the 
silent auction to take place in 
April 2019 as part of the final 
30th Anniversary event.
A new Marketing & Communications 
task force to help determine how 
to get the word out about the 
great things happening at our 
congregation.
The one-person Cemetery 
Committee to be our liaison to 
Mount Moriah.
If you have any experience with 
silent auctions or marketing and 
communications, that would be 
ideal. No experience necessary for 
the cemetery job.

SAY YES TO BETH TORAH

Contact Barry Katz or Laura Intfen 
for more information.

mailto:bkatz12306%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:lintfen%40beth-torah.org?subject=
mailto:bkatz12306%40gmail.com?subject=
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This is the second year of the FUNdraiser that 
CBT enjoyed so much. This year we have aligned 
our 100 days to coincide with the launch of our 
30th Anniversary. So there are even more reasons 
to get on board and help us celebrate. We invite 
you to join our 100 Days of Giving campaign 
to raise $10,000 that supports excellence in 
programming: our music program, adult education, 
weekly nosh, oneg, Sunday breakfast and more.
100 Days of Giving began on March 15th, and runs 

until June 22nd. For these 100 days, you can buy a 
day for $100. Pick a day and celebrate, commem-
orate or laugh. Many days have already been sold: 
current and past board members and others will 
be celebrating birthdays, anniversaries, and Beth 
Torah’s 30 years from Strength to Strength.
Check the calendar on our website to see what days 
are still available. Don’t have a date during this time? 
Your day’s already taken? Go on line and find some-
thing that tickles your funny bone—did you know?

March 30th is National I Am in Control Day.
April 7th is International Pillow Fight Day.
April 21st is National Chocolate-Covered 

Cashews Day.
May 6th is Mayday for Mutts.
June 17th is Family Awareness Day.
Decorate your day on the over-sized calendars 
posted in the Ulam. And see your story, and the 
stories of our friends, brought to life on Facebook.

100 Days of Giving: Sold-out Dates
March

10 Sarah Derks & Tom Teller: In honor of the birthday of 
Sarah’s late sister, Mary Gliscinski

15 Sharon & Jeff Altman: Go Jayhawks!
16 Ellen Merrill: In celebration of my recent marriage, 

new home and successful surgery!
17 Rabbi Javier Cattapan: In celebration of the one year 

out mark for departure of the congregational trip to Israel
18 Doug Greenwald: In honor of the birthday of Pola 

Greenwald
19 Linda & Barry Katz: In celebration of the happiness 

they derive from supporting our community
20 Carol Ducak: In appreciation of Rabbi Javier Cattapan 

& Kris Gray
21 Barry Katz: In honor of Linda’s birthday
22 Jay & Andrea Zwibelman: In honor of Jay’s 56th 

birthday
23 Genna & Andrew Stowe: To raise awareness for the 

“March For Our Lives”
24 Jeff Antoniewicz: In honor of the 17th anniversary 

of the day Jeff Antoniewicz & David Saul first met
25 Vic & Adrianne Applebaum: In honor of the marriage 

of Michael Applebaum & Setareh Millerlile
26 Margie & Steve Cooper: In honor of the birthday of 

Margie’s late mother, Rose Levy Rudman on March 27th 
27 Gloria & Howard Pitler: In honor of Gloria’s birthday
28 CBT Staff: In honor of the keeper of our beautiful 

building who takes care of it with love
29 Jo-Ann Harris: In honor of my birthday
30 Kris Gray: In honor of my mother’s birthday tomorrow
31 Glenn Esser & Estelle Edelbaum: To celebrate hosting 

Estelle’s family for Passover

April
1 Rabbis Jon & Monica Kleinman: April Fools!
2 Laura & Tim Intfen: In honor of our 37th anniversary

6 Eric Morgenstern: SHANNY IS 60!!
7 Ellie Penner: In honor of Greg Herman on the occasion 

of his birthday
8 Spizman/Loggia Family: In honor of all EDUCATORS!
9 Laura Intfen: In honor of the Swades and Arkins for all 

the work they do for suicide prevention, and thinking of 
my sister on this day 

14 Barbara Gutierrez: In honor of my birthday
17 Valery Tokar: In honor of Susan and his anniversary

19 Brandi Fisher: In honor of Greg Raymond’s birthday

26 Miles & Noah Tarjan: Happy birthday Mom!

May
1 June Crane: In honor of all Beth Torah religious school 

teachers and especially in honor of Linda Rubin who is 
retiring from the CDC this May 

2 Grammy: In honor of Sophia Herman on the occasion of 
her birthday

3 Laura Intfen & Mike Ginsberg: In honor of Tara’s 
birthday

5 Gloria & Howard Pitler: In honor of our son David’s 
marriage to Sarah 

8 Louise Hipsh: In honor of my birthday
9 Bobby Young & Mary Crouch 
10 Alisa Kartch: In memory of Joyce Kartch on what would 

have been her 90th birthday tomorrow
11 The Herman Family: In honor of Lexie Herman’s high 

school graduation 
12 Denise Pakula: Just because!
13 Mom: In honor of Miki Herman on the occasion of her 

birthday
14 The Herman Family: In honor of Mother’s Day
15 Boyd & Laura Bolter: In honor of Hannah Michelson’s 

birthday
16 Gloria & Howard Pitler: In honor of our 45th wedding 

anniversary on May 19th 
17 Boyd & Laura Bolter: In honor of Rachel Bolter’s birthday

18 Bonnie & Mickey Swade: In honor of Bonnie’s birthday
19 Allison Roodman: In honor of Stella’s trip to France
20 Linda Zappulla: In honor of my birthday
25 Ellie: In honor of the anniversary of Miki & Gregg Herman
26 Margie & Steve Cooper: In honor of Alex & Ethan 

Reins' confirmation
27 Fran & Whitey Kuhn: In honor of their anniversary on 

May 29th
28 Howard Stark: To celebrate the birthday of my mother, 

Jeanette Stark
29 Samantha Hammontree: In honor of Braxton’s 

confirmation

June
2 Martha Gershun & Don Goldman: In celebration of the 

wedding of Nathan Goldman & Bridget Bergin
6 Margie & Steve Cooper: In honor of the birthday of 

Margie’s late father, Mitchell Rudman 
11 Jeff Antoniewicz: In honor of the birthday of 

Shaun & Maury Antoniewicz
13 Boyd & Laura Bolter: In honor of Boyd’s birthday

14 Stephen Steigman & Tamara Falicov: In honor of 
Avital Falicov’s 7th birthday

15 Anonymous
16 Emily & Andrew Kerstein: In honor of 

Samuel Kerstein’s 7th birthday
17 Lon Lowenstein: Happy Father’s Day!

18 Kathleen Stone: In celebration of summiting Mt. Shasta
19 Judy & Lloyd Hellman: In honor of our 63rd 

anniversary 
20 Genna & Andrew Stowe: In honor of our 14th 

anniversary
21 Susan & Joel Waxman: In honor of Susan’s birthday
22 Henri Goettel: “Just 5 more days until David’s 

70th birthday!”
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Beth 
Torah…
Inside 
Out

As a member of Congregation Beth 
Torah, you have a right to have available 
to you information regarding our com-
munity. You are asked to “bring a friend” 
to events and to encourage your unaffili-
ated friends to join. But it is hard for you 
to answer questions when you may not 
know the answers.

So, in 5778, my goal is to pick topics re-
garding Beth Torah and to offer comments 
and information on specific areas. Here is a 
quick list of what to expect from this part 
of our newsletter in the coming months:

May .................Staff and Job descriptions
June .....................................Adjustments

The Board Of Trustees
Most people know that there is a Board 
of Trustees at Congregation Beth Torah, 
but sometimes people wonder what the 
role of the board is, and exactly what they 
do from month to month.

According to the bylaws of Beth Torah, 
our Board of Trustees shall consist of no 
less than fifteen (15) members, plus the 
Immediate Past President and the Beth 
Torah Temple Youth Group President. 
Currently, we have 16 members of the 
board. Our board usually meets on the 
second Monday of the month at 7:00 
p.m. in the Sader/Shimkin Library Chap-
el. These meetings are open to all mem-
bers of the congregation and the minutes 
to these meetings are stored in the office, 
available to anyone who would like to 
look at them. We also schedule one day- 
long board working retreat every summer. 

Our board is run by the President. This 
position is currently held by Barry Katz. 
The president may serve up to two 
consecutive one year terms, and Barry 
is currently serving in the first year of 
his first term. Barry is supported in his 
work by a wonderful team of officers that 

round out the Executive Committee. 
SueAnn Strom is our 1st Vice-President, 
Boyd Bolter and Brandi Fisher serve as 
Vice Presidents at large, Mike Ginsberg 
serves as the Treasurer and Genna Stowe 
is our Board Secretary. Linda Zappulla is 
our Immediate Past President. 

Besides attending board meetings, this 
group, the Executive Committee, meets 
on the fourth Monday of every month. 
Their charge every month is to meet, 
discuss, and make recommendations to 
the Board of Trustees concerning any issue 
material to the Mission and well-being of 
the congregation, and in accordance with 
our Bylaws. The Executive Committee also 
functions as the Personnel Committee.

Many of our board members not only 
serve on the board, but chair or serve on 
committees. For instance, Todd Davisson 
co-chairs our Membership Committee. 
Scott Franklin oversees our Social Action 
Committee, and 1st Vice-President, 
SueAnn Strom, is steering the 30th Anni-
versary Think Tank. Our Immediate Past 
President, Linda Zappulla, co-chairs our 
Fund Raising Team, and board members 
Miccole Bowen and Stephen Steigman 
work together on the Educating Our 
Future committee. Many of our other 
board members serve on these and other 
committees. All of this commitment re-
sults in meetings, phone calls, reports and 
lots and lots of emailing. 

I have known people in my life that 
have served on boards and have heard 
many complaints about boring meetings, 
unproductive meetings and even con-
tentious meetings. None of these terms 
describe the CBT Board meetings. I look 
forward to our meetings. I have the hon-
or of attending every board and Executive 
Committee meeting, and it is humbling 
to sit at the table with these volunteers 
who have had a full day, and then, with 
intent, dedication, intelligence, and 
sometimes a little humor, discuss my 
favorite topic, Congregation Beth Torah. 

Your Board of Officers and Trustees are 
here to represent you. They are members 

who are dedicated to Congregation Beth 
Torah, and who have decided to share 
their valuable volunteer time to help 
make CBT a better place. We all owe 
them a debt of gratitude. You can find 
their contact information on our website 
and, of course, they would love to meet 
you in person here in our building. 

Laura Intfen, Director of Operations
lintfen@beth-torah.orgConnections

Mazel Tov to:
Valery and Susan Tokar on the birth 

of their granddaughter, Scarlett Tokar

In Memoriam:
Anna Friedman

Wife of Boris Friedman

Winona Lee King
Wife of Norman King

Madge Cox
Mother-in-law of Beth Cox

Arnold Waxman
Father and father-in-law of Joel and 

Susan Waxman

Richard Taylor
Father and father-in-law of 

Melissa and Richard Standridge, 
and grandfather of Quentin Standridge 

Ron Rosenblum
Cousin of Carol Ducak

Al Hess
Husband of Karen Hess

TORAH PORTION

April 6/7 | 22 Nisan: 
Yizkor Passover

April 13/14 | 29 Nisan: 
Shemini

April 20/21 |6 Iyar: 
Tazria-Metzora

April 27/28 | 13 Iyar: 
Acharei Mot-Kedoshim

mailto:lintfen%40beth-torah.org?subject=
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Rabbi Monica Kleinman, Director of Lifelong Learning
mkleinman@beth-torah.orgReligious School

Shalom, Beth Torah Families!

I hope everyone is enjoying a lovely 
Passover full of the sounds and 
smells of the season!

One of my favorite things about 
Passover as a child was the interesting 

mix of people we welcomed to our seder table each year. As we 
lived in a smaller Jewish community, we often shared the evening 
with friends from the synagogue as well as non-Jewish friends 
experiencing a seder for the first time. Every year I was excited 
to sing favorite songs with my Jewish friends, and introduce our 
traditions to those who had never sat around a seder table. 

The story I’d like to bring you this month brings together last 
month’s מידה (middah), ענווה (anavah) humility, and our new-
est value, דיבוק חברים (dibbuk Chaverim), or sticking by your 
friends. A podcaster I listen to often refers to your friends as 
your “logical family,” the ones you are close with not because 
you happen to be related by blood, but rather because you share 
common interests, values, and outlooks on life. We often meet 
like-minded people in places where we profess these values: in-
terest groups, clubs, or houses of worship. We may know about 

others without knowing them personally: perhaps their name is 
on a roster or class list or it’s the one that appears in your inbox 
attached to the newsletter. As we will learn shortly, in the scary 
world out there it’s important to stick by those you know and 
whose person you value.

In the course of a journey, Rabbi Yehudah learned that Rabbi Shi-
mon was traveling the same road from the opposite direction. He 
got out of his carriage and went to meet him. Now Rabbi Shimon 
had heard of Rabbi Yehudah’s coming, got out of his carriage, and 
went toward him. They greeted each other like brothers.

Then Rabbi Yehudah said: “Now I understand the reasoning of 
the popular saying; ‘Men can meet, but mountains never.’ When 
one man considers himself just a human being, pure and simple, 
and the other does so too, they can meet. But if the one considers 
himself a lofty mountain, and the other thinks the same, then 
they cannot meet."

I hope that as we go forward into our holiday and welcome 
springtime, we can each see ourselves as human beings open to 
new friendships and love from others.

A Unique Opportunity to 
Double Your Donation

The Lowenstein Family Supporting Foundation 
has offered to match future donations 

to Beth Torah’s Camp Scholarship Fund 
in $20,000 increments up to $100,000.

 We need to raise $20,000 to get the first match. 
We are over 25% toward the first goal.

Please help us build on that by making your contribution 
to our Camp Scholarship Fund today.

SAY YES TO BETH TORAH

CAMP SCHOLARSHIP 
CHALLENGE GRANT

mailto:mkleinman%40beth-torah.org?subject=


Congregation Beth Torah | 8

Upper right: The CBT Adult Choir sang "Sing Unto 
God" in the 2017 Spring Session, joined by guests 
Warren Sickel and Rachel Black.

Lower right: The CBT Men's Group and Women's 
Group joined forces in presenting "Esa Einai" in the 
2017 Spring Session.

Emily Tummons, Music Director
emily@beth-torah.orgMusic Program

3RD ANNUAL “SPRING SESSION”
It’s that time of year! Please invite 
your friends and family to our 3rd 
annual Spring Session. Beth Torah 
hosts this concert that features 100% 

local, original Jewish songs. This event will be held here at CBT 
at 3:00 p.m. Sunday, April 29th.

Here are the 14 songwriting stars of this year’s showcase:

This year’s texts and themes include Shabbat liturgy, modern 
Israeli poetry, the Holocaust, Hanukkah, the Psalms, original 
poems, a prayer for healing, and even a new niggun, all set to 
new, original melodies. Other area vocalists and instrumentalists, 
including Rabbi Javier Cattapan (singing “Ani L’dodi Wedding 
Medley” by Jill & Mike Fine), Randy Deutch (bass), 
Larry Figg (cello), Lara Steinel (conducting the 
community chorus), and Rabbi Scott and his Musical 
Friends (presenting Rabbi Scott White’s “Ki L’olam 
Chasdo,” and Jim Appelbaum’s “Hashkiveinu").

A light dessert reception will follow the concert. This 
program is funded in part by a grant from the Jewish 
Federation of Greater Kansas City and by generous 
donations from our CBT Spring Session Supporters 
Circle. A $5.00 suggested donation at the door is 
requested but not required for attendance.

For more information about this event, check out our 
website.

CBT Rehearsals for the Spring Session
Interfaith Chorus (with the CBT Adult Choir)
Monday, March 26th: 7:00–8:30 p.m.
Monday, April 9th: 7:00–8:30 p.m.
Sunday, April 22nd: 3:00–5:00 p.m. Dress Rehearsal
Monday, April 23rd: 7:00–8:30 p.m.
Sunday, April 29th: 2:00 p.m. Call Time

Women’s Group
Sunday, April 8th: 10:10–11:00 a.m.
Sunday, April 15th: 10:10–11:00 a.m.
Sunday, April 22nd: 10:10–11:00 a.m.
Sunday, April 22nd: 3:00–5:00 p.m. Dress Rehearsal
Sunday, April 29th: 2:00 p.m. Call Time

Men’s Group
Sunday, April 8th: 11:10 a.m.–12:00 p.m.
Sunday, April 15th: 11:10 a.m.–12:00 p.m.
Sunday, April 22nd: 11:10 a.m.–12:00 p.m.
Sunday, April 22nd: 3:00–5:00 p.m. Dress Rehearsal
Sunday, April 29th: 2:00 p.m. Call Time

Jim Appelbaum
Rachel Black
Michelle Cox
Carmen Dieker
Jill Fine
Mike Fine
Tim Intfen

Stu Lewis
Jonathan Rudnick
Linda Salvay
Warren Sickel
Emily Tummons
Scott White
Lezlie Zucker

http://www.beth-torah.org
mailto:emily%40beth-torah.org?subject=
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The Beth Torah, Aleza Myer
Memorial Mitzvah Day 
Sunday, April 22nd

Breakfast @ 8:45 a.m.
Kicko� T’filah @ 9:30 a.m.

Stay tuned to your CBT E-News, CBT website, and Facebook for more information!

We come together to honor the memory
of Beth Torah Mitzvah Day champion Aleza Myer as we 

uphold the principles
and commandment of our faith.

At CBT options include: Out-of-the-building options 
include:

• Preparing healthy snacks & meals 
for those in need

• Baking made-from-scratch pet
treats for our local animal shelter

• Using our talents to make
planters visually appealing

• Clipping coupons for military 
families

• Getting dirty at the Community
Mitzvah Garden

• Sharing time with our
Village Shalom friends

• Helping beautify lawns of elderly 
and disabled residents in our area

• Supermarket scavenger hunt

Join the entire Beth Torah Community, ages 1–101, for a morning
of Tikkun Olam both inside our walls and out in the community!

...it’s what we do!

Please contact Scott Franklin (913-645-1036)
if you would like more information about Mitzvah Day.

Click here to sign up NOW!

To mark the fourth anniversary of the shootings 
that took place at the Jewish Community 
Center and Village Shalom and to honor 
Holocaust Remembrance Day, SevenDays will 
host a special luncheon featuring author Yvette 
Manessis Corporon, cousin to Bill Corporon and 
Reat Underwood, who will share the story of 
how her grandmother helped to hide and save 
a Jewish family on the Greek island, Erikousa, 
during the Holocaust. Just days before the 
shootings in Overland Park that took her 
cousins’ lives, Yvette was reunited with the 

descendants of that Jewish-Greek family in 
Israel. Yvette’s story is chronicled in her new 
book entitled, Something Beautiful Happened: A 
Story of Survival and Courage in the Face of Evil.  
The vegetarian luncheon will be certified Kosher 
by the Vaad HaKashruth of Kansas City.

RSVP: The event is free to attend, but reserva-
tions are required here.

April 13, 2018 at 11:30 a.m.
Congregation Beth Torah  

http://ow.ly/F4Cf30irBDZ
https://goo.gl/EG2Ks4
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What the heck are these circles anyway?
During High Holidays, there is a page on the announcement 
sheets listing members who are in a Circle of Commitment. 
These are members who choose to support Congregation Beth 
Torah by paying their membership commitment at an enhanced 
level. WE THANK THEM FOR THEIR ONGOING GEN-
EROSITY AND SUPPORT!!!

Why is this so important? As you know, it takes money to run 
Beth Torah, to deliver the services and programs we all value. 
Because more than 60% of our budget is made up of the dues 
paid by our members, we rely very much on our members 
paying their membership commitment. And the enhanced 
givers make up for those who are not able to pay as much. Their 
commitment to an increased level of financial support allows us 
to count on that money to meet our obligations—staff salaries, 
light and heat, building maintenance, worship, programs, even 
Friday night nosh. The remaining funds come from various 
sources, primarily fund raising, donations, and recently, a few 
grants. We have to work for those additional funds, and they 
may come in, or they may not.

Can you choose to pay your annual membership commitment 
at a higher level? Please do so if you can. You can start now, or 
you can wait until May, when we send out next year's letters 
confirming your annual commitment.

Here are the enhanced Commitment Circles

Circle of Shalom  $  2,750
Circle of Gemulit Chasidim  $  5,250
Circle of Avodah  $  7,750
Circle of Torah  $ 10,250

Why do some of our members support Beth Torah like this? 
Because they have the ability to do so and because they want to 
help to ensure a financially healthy organization. They recognize 
that their support helps make our community possible. We 
thank them publicly, and occasionally we thank them with a 
donor event or other special recognition.

Beth Torah members 
supporting one another 

through life’s 
health care challenges

To make a referral 
or to volunteer, 

contact Beth Torah at 
913-498-2212 or 

send an email.

May is Beth Torah Food 
Collection Month for the JFS 
Food Pantry. In addition to the 
Passover and High Holy Day 
food drives, the JFS Pantry 
asks each congregation to 
focus on the needs of the Food 
Pantry once a year. May is our 
month and the focus is peanut 
butter, cereal and deodorant. 

These items are harder 
to obtain and often need 
to be purchased by the 
Pantry. Since it is our 30th 

Anniversary this year, let’s see if we can bring in 100 of each 
of these 3 items in celebration! 

Why not get a jump on the month and start bringing in your 
items NOW?

We ARE the community we feed. 

THANK YOU...

...for bringing 

 a bag of food and/or 

paper products 

to donate 

EVERY time you 

enter the building.

mailto:caringconnectionteam%40beth-torah.org?subject=
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• TRIBUTES •

Beth Torah General Fund
Joe Waxman

 In Memory Of:

Joseph Weneck
Rhonda & Mark Brown

Arnold Waxman
Pola Greenwald

Anna Friedman
Boris Friedman

In Honor Of:

Nick’s birthday
Nick & Becky Toniazzo

Birth of Scarlett Tokar
Barry & Linda Katz

Rabbi Cattapan Discretionary Fund   
Ron & Jo Ann Ginson

In Memory Of:

Bobbie’s father, Meyer Kreitman
Joe & Bobbie Levy

Jean Kessler
Bill Kessler

Robert W. Murray 
Lynn Murray

Mother, Jeannette Stark
Meyer Kreitman

Howard Stark
Charles Wasserman

Rita Stark
Mother, Nadine Agron

Karen Flattery
Sadie Wacknov

Sam & Donna Zavelo
Anna Friedman

Boris Friedman

Rabbi Levin Discretionary Fund   
In Memory Of:

Lillian Optican
Richard Optican

CBT Fund for Families in Need
In Memory Of:

William Elfanbaum
Rita Stark

Harold Bram 
Alan Bram

Marlene Shapiro
Kathy & Steven Shapiro

Sidney Kleg
Susie & Jerry Klinock

Hunger Fund
In Memory Of:

Sophie Stern
Sam Weingarten

Judith & Marshall Weingarten
Morris Gorsky

Doug Greenwald
Grandmother, Sadie Ozar

Stephanie & Adam Elyachar
Mother, Sadie Ozar

I.I. & Lesly Ozar

Educating Our Future Fund
Lauren Aaronson & Philip Meltzer

In Memory Of:

Rose Romeo
SueAnn Strom

Brad Weiner
Joni & Larry Weiner
Samantha & Quentin Hammontree

Elizabeth Major
Joni & Larry Weiner 
Samantha & Quentin Hammontree

Earl Unell
Eileen & Bruce Kershenbaum

Camp Scholarship Fund
Boyd & Laura Bolter

Youth Activities Fund
In Memory Of:

Arthur Chapman
Paul Chapman
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April 19th Program Focuses on 
Gardening in Small Spaces

Gardening season is just around the corner! You can still have a 
beautiful garden when limited to a small space. On Thursday, April 
19th, the Learn Laugh & Love series presents Johnson County 
Master Gardener Merle Sharpe, who will share creative tips and 
tricks to maximize your gardening pleasure.

This free program is part of the Learn Laugh & Love series 
sponsored by Jewish Family Services and the Jewish Community 
Center’s Heritage Center.

Sharpe has been a Master Gardener for 20 years, split between 14 
years at Chicago Botanic Garden and the last six in Johnson Coun-
ty. Much of her design work focused on small space gardening. 
Her own Chicago area garden was featured in the Chicago Tribune 
and in Better Homes and Gardens Small Space Gardens magazine.

This program is free, but reservations are requested by calling the 
Heritage Center at 913-327-8044.

Agencies Working Together for 
Building Healthy Families

“Building Healthy Families: What to Consider When Expanding 
Your Family” will be held 2:30–4:30 p.m. on Sunday, April 22nd 
in the MAC Room at the Jewish Community Campus.

The program is open to the entire community and will feature a 
panel discussion about what to consider when expanding your 
family. Panelists include: Karen Arnovitz Grinzaid, J-Screen Execu-
tive Director; Dr. Daniel Kort, a reproductive endocrinologist and 
Neway Associate Director; and Debra Orbuch Grayson, Jewish 
Family Services Clinical Manager and therapist. Annie Glickman, 
Director of The Priya Fund for Jewish Reproduction, will serve as 
moderator. A question and answer session will follow the panel.

Genetic screening is available for those 21 to 40 through J-Screen. 
There is a nominal charge for the J-Screen testing, thanks to the 
generous underwriting of the Romotsky-Price-Cortes Genetic 
Testing Fund. Those interested in screening need to preregister at 
J-Screen online.

Childcare is available by advance reservation.

This program is led by the Jewish Community Center, Jewish 
Family Services, the Priya Fund for Jewish Reproduction and 
J-Screen. It is sponsored by the Jewish Community Foundation, 
Jewish Federation of Greater Kansas City, the Hyman Brand 
Hebrew Academy, TribeKC, PJ Library, J-Lead, and the Rabbinic 
Association of Greater Kansas City.

For more information, contact Annie Glickman, Priya Fund Di-
rector, at 913-735-9242 or email her. For babysitting needs, please 
email Stacey Belzer, The J’s Director of Family Engagement.

• COMMUNITY NEWS •

Check Out Our 
New Kitchen Floor! 

Thank you to Matthew and Gloria Elyachar, who, through their 
business, GEM Commercial Flooring Company, have chosen 
to use their specific skill sets (providing commercial flooring 
solutions) by donating to Beth Torah new, commercial grade 
Dur-A-Flex slip-resistant epoxy kitchen flooring.

As proud members of Beth Torah, they want to encourage and 
challenge all of our members to help contribute their own pro-
fessional special skill sets to see this wonderful community 
of ours thrive and prosper.

Say “YES, I can for Beth Torah!”

After

Before

mailto:aglickman%40pryiafund.org?subject=
mailto:staceyb%40thejkc.org?subject=

