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October calendar

Sunday, October 1st
• Help build our Sukkah

Wednesday, October 4th
• Erev Sukkot Picnic & Worship

Thursday, October 5th
• Sukkot Morning Worship
• Office is closed

Sunday, October 8th
• Bagel Walk N Talk

Wednesday, October 11th
• Erev Simchat Torah Worship

Thursday, October 12th
• Simchat Torah Worship with 

Yizkor Service
• Office is closed

Thursday, October 19th
• Rabbi Lunch N Learn

Friday, October 20th
• Stay-n-Play

Sunday, October 29th
• Meet a Muslim event

Sukkot and Simchat Torah 2017 / 5778
(All events and services at Beth Torah) 

 Wednesday, October 4, 5:30 p.m.  ........................................................................Erev Sukkot Picnic
 Wednesday, October 4, 6:30 p.m. ..................................................................... Erev Sukkot Worship
Thursday, October 5, 7:30 a.m. ................................................................... Sukkot Morning Worship 
Wednesday, October 11, 7:00 p.m. ........................................................ Erev Simchat Torah Worship 
Thursday, October 12, 7:30 a.m. ...................................  Simchat Torah Worship with Yizkor Service

In celebration of Sukkot and Simchat Torah, our office will be closed 
on Thursday, October 5th and Thursday, October 12th.

Ethical Food is Coming to Beth Torah. Are You Ready?
Vegetarian, vegan, 
organic, fair-trade, lo-
cally produced, ethically 
sourced, sustainable 
farmed, and I am sure 
I am leaving many out 

of this list. One wonders: What is Judaism’s ap-
proach on such a list? It is an important question 
to ask, and as a congregation, we began the dis-
cussion on Yom Kippur—yes, we learned about 
food, ethical food issues to be more precise, 
during one of our Yom Kippur study sessions. 

The connection between what we eat and Juda-
ism is made early on in the Torah. In the open-
ing chapter of the book of Bereshit, Genesis, 
we read: “God said: ‘Behold, I give to you every 
seed-bearing plant that is upon all the earth, and 
every tree that has seed-bearing fruit; they shall 
be yours for food.’ ” (Gen. 1:29). This passage is 
interpreted with near unanimity by classic Jewish 
biblical commentators as indicating that God 
originally commanded humans to be vegetarian. 
Before the Great Flood, humans did not have a 

need to slaughter animals for food. Noah and his 
family are the first to be allowed to “eat animals.” 

Some people in the ethical-food movement sug-
gest that Jewish texts teach that eating animals 
is a serious act that needs to be done with great 
care. Others go further and claim that eating 
animals is an ethically fraught activity that must 
be avoided. In our century, Kashrut, Jewish 
dietary laws, need to take into consideration the 
environment, current food production and our 
own personal nutritional and healthful practices. 

Beth Torah is a collection of families and indi-
viduals who observe Jewish dietary traditions at 
different levels both at home and in public. For 
example, some avoid the forbidden foods, but 
do not follow the laws regarding the mixing 
of meat and milk. Some members avoid foods 
that are grown or prepared under conditions 
that violate Jewish ethical laws, such as the law 
of not oppressing workers, or the law of com-
passion for animals. 

A Note from Rabbi Javier Cattapan

Continued on page 2

https://goo.gl/VC3wA5
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Our Pillars
We are a vibrant, modern 

Reform Jewish congregation 
where everyone matters.

Congregation Beth Torah:
Embraces Energizes
Illuminates Inspires
Responds Connects 

FOR MORE INFORMATION
Phone:  913-498-2212

Fax:  913-498-1071
6100 West 127th Street

Overland Park, KS 66209
Email: info@beth-torah.org

Website: beth-torah.org
Facebook:

facebook.com/CongregationBethTorah

OFFICERS
President .................................................... Barry Katz
First Vice President ................................. SueAnn Strom
Vice President ............................................ Boyd Bolter
Vice President ..........................................Brandi Fisher
Secretary ................................................ Genna Stowe
Treasurer ............................................... Mike Ginsberg

BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
Miccole Bowen

June Crane
Todd Davisson
Scott Franklin

Amy Kane

Howard Pitler
Stephen Steigman

Nick Toniazzo
Zach Zwibelman

BTTY President ........................................... Tess Gerson
Immediate Past President ...................... Linda Zappulla

STAFF 
Senior Rabbi ...............................Rabbi Javier Cattapan
Founding Rabbi .............Rabbi Mark Levin, D.D., D.H.L.
Music Director...................................... Emily Tummons
Director of Operations ............................... Laura Intfen
Director of Finance ..................................... Tara Hyder
Director of Lifelong Learning .... Rabbi Monica Kleinman
Office Manager .....................................Robin O’Bryan
Administrative Assistant ........................ Sharon Altman
Administrative Assistant .....................Alyssa Schildhorn
Bookkeeper.............................................. Barbara Kitt
Choir Director ....................................... Carmen Dieker 
Communications Associate ............................ Sara Glass
Tekiah Editor ............................................ Laura Bolter

Beth Torah does a lot around food in the 
Greater Kansas City area: We donate, 
volunteer, support. Our congregation 
already has a food policy in place, but 
it only addresses Jewish dietary laws. 
“We are the community we feed,” but 
are we ethical about it too? It is time for 
us to come together and draft an ethical 
food policy. Such policy is sure to reflect 
a compromise. With the help of our 
member, Don Goldman, we will convene 
a few meetings and study sessions to 
draft a proposal. We envision engaging 
our members in serious discussions on 
important ethical questions about today’s 
systems of industrial animal agriculture, 
where animals do not have their basic 

physical and mental needs met on factory 
farms, as well as labor conditions. Our 
goal is not predetermined—this is not 
about turning Beth Torah into either a 
vegetarian or a vegan or a Kosher institu-
tion. We want to learn together and hope 
that our discussions will shape our policy. 

Please, join our conversation. If you are 
concerned with the ecological consequences 
of consumption and care about our 
environmental impact, join us. If you are 
concerned about how and what we serve 
at our congregation and how it reflects our 
Jewish values, join us. If you are a “learner” 
and want to explore some of the Jewish 
ideas around food, join us as well.

jcattapan@beth-torah.org

Continued from page 1

Register
TODAY

for $18

Exercise your mind (by talking),
your body (by walking) and your spirit

(by attending family worship immediately following the walk)!

Join us for either a 1 mile walk or a 5K on the trails near CBT.
All ages, friendly dogs, and fitness levels are welcome.

Enjoy the fall trees changing colors on the trails while you catch up on life with a 
family member or friend. Gather your friends, and using the HHD canned foods, 
participate in our friendly CANstruction competition on the day of the event! 
Fun activities for kids and adults are planned before and during the walk. We will 
be wrapped up in time for family worship.

Event proceeds to benefit CBT’s Educating our Future initiative! And, as with so many CBT events, 
having a social justice component continues to be important to our community and so our committee 
has chosen to make a $250 donation to the Speak Up Foundation which works 
in the Kansas City community to reduce the stigma of mental illness and to 
promote education aimed at suicide prevention. More information will be 
available at the event.

Oct
8th

It’s Bagel/Schmear Time at the finish line!

Walk in honor/memory
of a loved one.

We will provide you a sticker to 
customize and wear!

Bring
Your
Dog

Click here to
register

http://events.constantcontact.com/register/event?llr=krmymqbab&oeidk=a07eeih6yiae5112ebc
http://events.constantcontact.com/register/event?llr=krmymqbab&oeidk=a07eeih6yiae5112ebc
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TORAH PORTION
AND HAFTARAH

Mazel tov to:
Adrianne and Vic Applebaum 
on the birth of their grandson, 

Ari Benjamin Applebaum

Adrianne and Vic Applebaum and 
Mahta and Mark Millerlile 

on the engagement of 
Dr. Michael Applebaum and 

Setareh Millerlile

Nancy and Jay Yedlin 
on the birth of their grandson, 

Quentin Samuel Jester

On, Friday, October 20th, come for 
services then stay to play board games 
with our community (or just come for 
the games at 7:45 p.m.). We will be 
teaching new games you may never 
have heard of or bring your favorite 
and find others to play with. Games are 
appropriate for ages 12 and up.

October 6/7 | 17 Tishri
Chol HaMo-eid Sukkot 
Intermediate day of Sukkot

October 13/14 | 24 Tishri
Parashat Bereshit

October 20/21 | 1 Cheshvan
Parashat Noach

October 27/28 | 8 Cheshvan
Parashat Lech Lecha

Help build our Sukkah!
Join us at 10:00 a.m. on Sunday morning, October 1st in the 
CBT side yard to help us put up our congregational sukkah.
Bring your power drills and step ladders if you have them.
Cider and donuts will be provided!!

Erev Sukkot
Wednesday, October 4th  (Rain or Shine)

Erev Sukkot Picnic at 5:30 p.m.
Bring your own picnic dinner and join us for lawn games, 
Sukkot decorating crafts and community fun. Take a turn 
shaking the lulav and etrog in our sukkah.

Erev Sukkot Worship
Around 6:30 p.m. or so we will have our wonderful 
Sukkot worship. 

Sukkot morning
Thursday, October 5th  

Nourish yourself with lox and bagels at 7:00 a.m.
Join us as we rise with the sun at 7:30 a.m. and sing songs 
of Hallel for Sukkot chag worship.

We will be outside in the sukkah if it’s nice. 
If not, we will be inside in our beautiful sanctuary. 

Simchat Torah

Come celebrate Torah with your Beth Torah community!

Erev Simchat Torah
Wednesday, October 11th

Services at 7:00 p.m. including hakafah and dancing music 
from the Beth Torah Band will spill from the sanctuary 
as we celebrate Torah. We will read the final verses of the 
scroll, and then start all over again.

Simchat Torah morning
Thursday, October 12th

Join us for Simchat Torah worship that will include a 
Yizkor service before you start your day.
Lox and bagels at 7:00 a.m.
Worship in the sanctuary at 7:30 a.m. 
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It’s been a very long time since I’ve 
had a “first day of school” experience. 
But last month, I felt it was my 
presidential duty to attend opening 
day at our Weiner Religious School. 
I attended out of duty, and went 

home energized, inspired and awestruck by the quality of the 
experience provided by our staff and volunteers.

The morning started with the “Batter Up” pancake breakfast, 
celebrating the start of the school year and the arrival of Rabbi 
Monica Kleinman as our Director of Lifelong Learning. This 
event was planned and executed by Miki Herman, who also led 
the search committee that recommended the hiring of Rabbi 
Kleinman. The star pancake flippers were Rabbis Cattapan 
and Kleinman, Music Director Emily Tummons and BTTY 
President Tess Gerson. Miki and her husband, Greg, also joined 
in the flipping and the good-natured trash talking that went 
along with it.

Shortly after arriving, my wife and I sat down at an empty 
table to enjoy our pancakes. But we weren’t alone for long. Two 
religious school families joined us, one of whom was brand 
new to our congregation. The overall tone in the ulam was 
very welcoming, and I could see first-hand that this new family 
was absorbing that feeling. What I saw was great, but what I 
heard was even better—lots of buzz, chatter and conversation 

that grew louder and louder as more people arrived and as the 
Sunday morning ruach increased. It was a shining example of 
Beth Torah community.

Then it was time for the Sunday morning service—and even 
more ruach. The focus of the service is on the kids, but the 
service leaders (the rabbis and Emily) captured the attention of 
the adults as well. Everyone in this multi-generational group 
was involved and enthusiastic. The new audio/visual equipment 
also contributed to the joyful atmosphere. Heads were up and 
attentive, not peering down at a service sheet. There was even a 
technological glitch that was overcome with professionalism and 
aplomb.

I think we can all agree that Jewish education is a critical part of 
Beth Torah’s mission. It was gratifying to see that mission being 
accomplished in such a positive and spirited way. I will be going 
back for more, and I encourage you to do so as well, whether or 
not you have children in the school.

This experience also reminded me of the importance of Beth 
Torah’s Educating our Future fund (EoF). School tuition is 
now free to Beth Torah members. But the cost of operating the 
school has not gone away. Our philosophy is that every member 
of Beth Torah has a vested interest in the Jewish education of 
our Beth Torah kids. So, please consider investing in them with 
a contribution to the EoF fund.

Barry Katz, President
bkatz12306@gmail.comPresident’s Corner

Help Wanted
We are looking to fill the volunteer position of Cemetery 
Committee Chair. This person serves as liaison between 
Mount Moriah and Beth Torah when questions arise 
(infrequently) regarding the operation and maintenance of 
our cemetery.

Thanks are due to Mickey Swade for his many years of 
service in this position.

Circles of Commitment
With the High Holy Days barely behind us, many of you may 
have noticed in the program the many members listed under 
various Circles of Commitment historically known as Circles 
of Giving. These Circles highlight those members who have 
committed above $2,750 for their annual membership dues.

One charge of the FUNd Development Committee has been 
focusing the last few years in developing deeper connections 
among this group by hosting several social events throughout 
the year. We average about 40 people at each event and the 
feedback has been extremely positive. We look forward to the 
day when we have 75-100 people in attendance!

Ideally, we would love to increase our participation in the 
Circles of Commitment. If you have more questions about how 
you can participate, please call or email Laura Intfen, Barry 
Katz or Samantha Hammontree. You don’t have to wait until 
next May when your membership letters arrive in your mailbox 
to join a Circle!

Beth Torah members 
supporting one another 

through life’s 
health care challenges

To make a referral 
or to volunteer, 

contact Beth Torah at 
 913-498-2212 or email 

caringconnectionteam@beth-torah.org
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Laura Intfen, Director of Operations
lintfen@beth-torah.orgConnections

Beth Torah… Inside Out 
As a member of Congregation Beth 
Torah, you have a right to have 
available to you information regard-
ing our community. You are asked 

to “bring a friend” to events and to encourage your unaffiliated 
friends to join. But it is hard for you to answer questions when 
you may not know the answers.

So, in 5778, my goal is to pick topics regarding Beth Torah and 
to offer comments and information on specific areas. Here is a 
quick list of what to expect from this part of our newsletter in 
the coming year:

You will notice that I do not have a topic for November. Please 
email something that YOU would like to know about. 

Our Building:
On March 27, 1988, a small group of friends met in the home of 
Carol and Hal Sader and dreamt up Congregation Beth Torah. A 
mere two months later, they hired Rabbi Mark Levin to be their 
spiritual leader. They met in rented and borrowed spaces.

A year after that first meeting, in March 1989, the Beth Torah 
Building Fund was created. That year, High Holy Day services 
were held in Indian Woods Middle School. 

In January 1990 we purchased this 13.6 acres that we sit on to-
day. We also happen to have had our first ever blood drive that 
year and created the Hunger Fund so that we could give back to 
our community. 

In January 1992, we began our long relationship with reStart. We 
learned, worked and grew together. The rest as they say is history:

• Beth Torah broke ground on this building in May 1995.

• And the weekend of November 15-17, 1995 our building 
was dedicated. 

• Beth Torah moved its Torah scrolls into our new building in 
September 1996.

• September 21st, we held our first worship service in our new 
beautiful building.

Since the initial construction, we have added our Memorial 
Room and reconfigured our office space, but we have never 
expanded the building to encroach upon our beautiful yard since 
the building was built. Our land and building was appraised for 
2017 at $7,156,400. Our current mortgage loan is for $426,107. 
But our building is more than numbers.

Whenever I give tours of the building, I always begin with how 
blessed we were that the architect of our facility is a member 
of our congregation and the intentionality of every symbol in 
our building (and there are many) was dreamt and created with 
mindfulness and a love of Judaism. Although our cornerstone 
clearly states that the world is built on Torah, Worship and Acts 
of Loving Kindness, Beth Torah was physically built to reflect the 
Religious Sanctuary as a Paradise, the continuity of an historical 
community and the creation of a contemporary community. 

Taking care of this building and the land it sits on is a big job. 
It takes staff members plus volunteers to keep track of it all and 
prioritize repairs and upkeep. The Board hired an outside firm 
last year to conduct a thorough building assessment. The results 
of this study were very positive in that none of the big ticket 
items (like those huge heating/air units on our roof ) are in 
immediate need of replacement. This study helps the Board and 
me prioritize the usage of our over $200,000 we have budget-
ed for the 2017/2018 fiscal year for facility/utilities/insurance 
costs. The CBT Board of Trustees is a conscientious and respon-
sible steward of your building fund. 

A congregation was founded. A sacred home was built. New 
members have been born, have joined and current members 
have left and some have died. But who we are is built on a strong 
foundation so that our children’s generation and their children’s 
generation can come and see what was built here, on a dream that 
started in the home of Carol and Hal Sader on March 27, 1988. 
Keep our foundation strong. Make your next monetary donation 
in honor of keeping the lights on, fixing a leak, repairing a curb, 
saving a tree. Preserve our structure and infrastructure. 

If you would like more information on what we are working 
on in the building or would like to help out with some of our 
“honey do” repairs, please email me directly.

October ............................Our building 
December ........................... Donations
January ............................... Expenses
February................................. Budget

March .................... Camp Scholarships
April ......................... Board of Trustees
May ..............Staff and Job descriptions
June ............................... Adjustments

mailto:lintfen%40beth-torah.org?subject=
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Rabbi Monica Kleinman, Director of Lifelong Learning
mkleinman@beth-torah.orgReligious School

One of the aspects of Sunday morn-
ings I’m most excited about is our 
weekly Mussar מוסר lesson. Mussar 
 is the study of Jewish values מוסר
and how we can try to live our lives 

based on the middot מידות we learn: kindness, friendship, humil-
ity, patience, etc.

In September we learned about chaverut, חברות friendship, and 
in October I’m delighted to move on to nedivut נדיבות, generos-
ity. In that spirit, I would like to share a Jewish tale about our 
middah of the month!

Shmuel had to put together a Friday-night meal somehow, 
but all he had in his bag so far were a couple of sardines and 
a carrot. Up ahead was the fruit stand, though. Perhaps, if he 
asked nicely, Moishe the Fruit Seller wouldn’t mind giving him 
a few of the bruised apples, the way he usually did. “Here comes 
‘Shmool the Fool,’ expecting us to give away our merchandise 
again, no doubt,” Moishe was saying suspiciously. “Well, not 
me. Not this time.”

“You shouldn’t talk that way,” Rayzel the Baker chided. 
“Shmuel, come over here,” she called. “I have a challah for you. 
It’s a little lopsided, and I don’t think it was baked all the way 
through. But it’s yours if you want it.” She dropped the mis-
shapen challah in Shmuel’s bag and pushed him along before he 
could even say thank you.

“Well, if you ask me,” Moishe retorted, “we should all stop 
giving him charity! Shmuel has a job. Shmuel has no children 
to provide for. So why does he come around here begging every 
week? He must spend his money foolishly.”

“He’s not a bad person, he’s just not too bright,” Rayzel said, 
as if Shmuel weren’t standing right there in front of them. “He 
trusts that God will provide.”

“God? You say God will provide?” Moishe said, shaking his 
head. “It seems to me that we’ve been doing the providing. But 
that’s a good idea. Next time, let Shmuel ask God for help. I still 
have to earn a living!”

With those voices still ringing in his head, Shmuel trudged 
home to his little shack at the top of the hill. He found himself 
walking more and more slowly as he thought. Maybe his neigh-
bors were right. Had he been taking advantage of their charity? 
Maybe he should ask God for help!

He burst into a run, his sad old bag flapping against one leg. 
The moment he got home, he found a nubby pencil and scrap 
of paper and sat down at his bare kitchen table. His stomach 
grumbled expectantly. “Don’t worry, tummy,” he said, patting 
his middle, “you won’t be hungry for long.”

He began to write. “Dear God,” his letter said. “I was won-
dering if, perhaps, You might help me, Your humble servant, 

Shmuel. As usual, I am running out of money. I just don’t 
know where it all goes. So I am turning to You for help. Maybe 
You could teach me how to manage my money a little better. 
Meanwhile, if You can send me some food, my stomach and all 
the vendors at the market would be very grateful.” He signed it, 
“Shmool the Fool.”

Then he went back outside. When he felt a strong guest of 
wind, he let go of the letter and watched the paper float away. 
Then he hurried inside to welcome Shabbat with his feast of 
sardines and half-baked challah.

But the wind did not take his letter to God. Instead, the letter 
skimmed along the hilltop like a dove. It flew over houses and 
through trees. It flew over valleys and hills, past gardens and 
lakes, until finally it landed in the palace courtyard.

In fact, the letter fell right at the feet of the queen herself. She 
read the letter over and over. “Imagine!” she thought, wiping 
away tears. “Imagine that a message from such a faithful soul 
should land right at my feet. It must be a sign from God telling 
me to help this poor man.” 

The queen commanded her servants to take a wagon filled with 
food and wine and clothes and coins to Shmuel’s house. “And 
make sure no one sees you,” the queen warned them, “for this is 
an act of charity commanded by God!”

One blustery night about a month later, Shmuel was awakened by 
an insistent knock at the door of his shack. It was a weary traveler, 
asking for a place to rest. Shmuel was too busy bustling about, 
poking the fire and bringing an extra blanket to notice that, in 
spite of her dusty clothes, his guest had a noble air. This guest was 
the queen herself, who, out of curiosity, had disguised herself to 
find out whether her charity had helped “Shmool the Fool.”

The queen’s eyes darted about eagerly. But the more she saw, the 
more disappointed her expression grew. Where were the pre-
cious clothes, the fine wine? Why, there was no sign of her gift 
at all. There didn’t even seem to be much food in the pantry.

Then the queen spied one of her own wine goblets on the man-
tel. “Say, isn’t that a wonderful goblet!” the queen said.

“Oh, yes,” answered Shmuel, smiling a little. “It came from God.”

“Really?” said the queen, leaning forward expectantly. “How so?” 
Finally, she would discover where the rest of her charity had gone.

“Well,” said Shmuel, sitting down with a sigh, “I once asked 
God for help, and the next thing you know, a great treasure was 
sitting on my doorstep. Enough to last a lifetime. If only…”

“If only what?” the queen prodded.

“If only I hadn’t gone and spent it—the way I always do!” 
Shmuel shook his head miserably. “The food went to the chil-
dren at the orphanage. And the wine went to the shul, of course. 
The clothes went to the dowry fund for poor Continued on page 7
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Wish List 
We are looking for some items to enhance our learners’ 
experiences here at WRS and help support our amazing faculty! 
If you have any of the following items to donate, we will put 
them to fantastic use. We will provide you with a receipt for 
your donation. Contact Rabbi Kleinman for more information!

Our biggest need right now is items for our upgraded sensory 
room! This is a safe space designed for friends to work on their 
self-regulation skills and relax for a short break. Imagine a dark 
and quiet room with soothing stimuli for all five senses. Some of 
the items we would love to include are:

For our bodies Weighted blankets or lap toys, 
water-bead style toys, silly putty (or 
malleable items)

For our eyes Creative lighting – lava lamps, fiber 
optic items, twinkle lights, etc, 
kid-friendly sunglasses

For our ears Noise-canceling headphones, small 
speaker with aux plug, calming music 
suggestions

For our noses 

 

Solid scent diffusers (not oils or can-
dles) in scents like lavender, lemon, 
rosemary, cinnamon, peppermint.

For our taste buds Sign up to sponsor a breakfast! Visit 
this site to pick a date and a delicious 
food item!

brides. There were coins, too…oh, the roof at the school needed 
to be fixed. Hmm, what else? You see, I’ve already lost track 
of it all! But it doesn’t matter, because the treasure is gone. All 
except for this goblet,” he said, cradling it tenderly in his hands. 
“I’m saving it as a reminder of God’s kindness to me. But I don’t 
deserve it. I didn’t change. It’s true what everyone says. I’m just 
as foolish as ever.”

The queen said nothing. The next morning, however, when she 
returned to the palace, she helped to load a wagon with food 
and wine and clothes and coins. She instructed her servants to 
bring the wagon to the little shack on the hilltop, and to deliver 
another one just like it to Shmuel every month, forever.

continued from page 6

Sunday, November 12, 2017
11:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.

Barnes & Noble Town Center Store
4751 West 117th Street, Leawood

Check in with a CBT Greeter and pick up a voucher 
so CBT will receive credit for your purchases.

Schedule of Special Events
1:00 p.m.

Elementary Storytime & Craft 
with Eva Steiner and June Crane

2:00 p.m. 
Kids’ Choir Sings

3:00 p.m.
Adult Study with Rabbi Monica Kleinman

All Day Events

Register for great Door Prizes!
Need a recommendation?

Check out “Beth Torah Reads”
Eat lunch or a snack in the Barnes & Noble Café

FREE Gift Wrap!
Visit with your CBT Community while you shop!

Can’t attend our book fair at 
Barnes & Noble?

Visit bn.com/bookfairs to support us online 
from November 12th to November 17th 
using our Book Fair ID (to be provided)

A PERCENTAGE OF ALL YOUR BARNES & NOBLE 
PURCHASES WILL BENEFIT BETH TORAH

Congregation Beth Torah
Barnes & Noble
Book Fair
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First Day of Religious School 2017 | 5577
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THIRD year in which Beth Torah offers religious school as a benefit of membership
As we enter the third year of no tuition at the Weiner Religious 
School, we thank our generous donors for helping to make this a 
reality. Supporting the Pillar of ‘Illuminate,’ we bring our children 
into our Jewish world through education, family involvement and 
connection with other children.
We are more than halfway to our goal of raising $53,000, with 
$35,000 from members who committed to support this 3 year 
plan. Will you join them with a donation for this year so we can 
reach our goal? Also, you can serve as “Personal Beth Torah 

Ambassadors.” Whether you have kids in the school or not, please 
help represent the school and our congregation. Invite your friends 
to check out our synagogue, and to experience first-hand how 
special religious school is at Beth Torah. 
As we welcome Rabbi Monica Kleinman as Director of Lifelong 
Learning, let’s make clear our commitment to educating the chil-
dren of the congregation.
Thank you

To start off the BTTY season, we had 
our rush event at the beginning of 
September. It was so much fun, but 
we would have loved to see more new 
faces! We did a lot of cool and creative 
activities. We did everything from tie-
dye to gaga, and we even played messy 
twister—we put paint on a twister 

board and played the game like normal except everyone gets 
covered in paint. It was hilarious to see everyone get covered 
from head to toe in paint! One of the last things we did that 
night, was to celebrate havdalah.

This month we will hold our annual reStart Halloween party. 
Our Halloween party will be a blast, and I am sure we will have 
a lot of fun talking with the different families and children. We 
will have several different stations set up for the kids like witch 
hat ring toss and ghost bowling. There will also be several craft 
stations for the kids to express their creativity. I look forward to 
this program every year!

Finally, I just wanted to remind everyone that BTTY Board 
meetings are open to all 9th–12th graders who are interested in 
helping plan programs or just to hear what we are up to. Our 
next board meetings will be on Sunday, October 22nd and Sun-
day, November 5th. If you plan on attending please email me or 
call 913-428-6696.

Tess Gerson, BTTY President

• YOUTH NEWS •

Olive Goldman, daughter of 
Keith and Amy Goldman, will 
celebrate her  Bat Mitzvah at 
Shabbat worship on Saturday, 
October 21, 2017 at 10:30 a.m. 
at Congregation Beth Torah. 
Olive attends Indian Hills middle 
school. Olive’s interests are soccer, 
hip hop dance, writing, and per-
formance. She hosted her school 
varsity show two years in a row. 
She is passionate about music and 

her dogs. Olive looks forward to being a successful Bat Mitzvah.

Upcoming Bat Mitvah

THANK YOU 
for bringing 
a bag of food 

and/or 
paper products 

to donate 
EVERY time 
you enter the 

building.

mailto:tessgerson2000%40gmail.com?subject=
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Here’s a smattering of upcoming music 
happenings in the life of Beth Torah:

Kids Choir Seasons
Our Kids Choir rehearses seasonally, 
many of the Sundays when our 

Religious School is in session. Here are the Sundays we’ll be 
rehearsing in the sanctuary, 9:00 a.m.–9:20 a.m.: 

October 8th, 22nd, 29th
November 5th, 12th, 19th
December 3rd, 10th

Below are our upcoming performances, one per month:

October: The Kids Choir will share a couple of songs at the be-
ginning of the Erev Sukkot service on Wednesday, October 4th 
at 6:30 p.m. This outdoor picnic and service is always a blast for 
all ages. 

November: We’ll perform a mini-show at the CBT Barnes & 
Noble fundraising event at 2:00 p.m. on Sunday, November 
12th. Marcia Rittmaster is spearheading this unique event—
watch for more details from her!

December: Don’t miss the Kids Choir performance at this year’s 
Hanukkah Program, which will be held Sunday, December 17th 
at 2:00 p.m.

Simchat Torah Band
We have gathered together some lively and robust music-makers 
to create that klezmer-y hakafah sound at Erev Simchat Torah, 
Wednesday, October 11th. Below are some of the people and 
instruments who will help us dance our socks off:

Betsy Appelbaum: flute
Jim Appelbaum: keyboard
Carmen Dieker: violin, piano
Julie Kaplan: euphonium
Howard Pitler: percussion
Jim Reicher: tenor saxophone
Julie Shaffer: flute
Warren Sickel: clarinet
Emily Tummons: accordion
Zach Zwibelman: trumpet

There is one single big rehearsal for this band: we meet Monday 
evening, October 9th, 7:00 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.

Adult Choir Singing at Hanukkah Program
The next season for the Adult Choir is Hanukkah. We look for-
ward to meeting on the Wednesdays below, and preparing some 
truly magical holiday songs. 

Wednesday, November 29th: 7:00 p.m.–8:30 p.m.
Wednesday, December 6th: 7:00 p.m.–8:30 p.m.
Sunday, December 10th: 2:00 p.m. (dress rehearsal)
Wednesday, December 13th: 7:00 p.m.–8:30 p.m.
Sunday, December 17th: 1:00 p.m. (call time)

Come Sing “Rock of Ages” with the Men’s Group!
The Men’s Group will once again sing “Rock of Ages” (Maoz 
Tzur) at the Hanukkah program, along with a couple of other 
songs. This year’s Beth Torah Hanukkah program will be held 
Sunday, December 17th at 2:00 p.m.

Here is a complete rehearsal schedule:

Sunday, November 5th: 10:10 a.m.–11:00 a.m.
Sunday, November 12th: 10:10 a.m.–11:00 a.m.
Sunday, November 19th: 10:10 a.m.–11:00 a.m.
Sunday, December 3th: 10:10 a.m.–11:00 a.m.
Sunday, December 10th: 2:00 p.m. (dress rehearsal)
Sunday, December 17th: 1:00 p.m. (call time)

Please join us!
Save the Dates

It’s not too soon to mark your calendars for some of these juicy 
music-related events coming up in your year 5778:

Shabbat Shirah: Friday, January 26th
Purim Spiel: Wednesday, February 28th
Spring Session: Sunday, April 29th

Emily Tummons, Music Director
emily@beth-torah.orgMusic Program

What Celebrations Do You Have 
Coming Up at Beth Torah?

Spread Your Joy!

• Sponsor a breakfast 
or some fancy, shmancy 
creamers for our Sunday 

morning breakfasts.

• Purchase a leaf on our 
Tree of Life in the ulam. 

• Sponsor a nosh for an 
Erev Shabbat 

Friday night worship.

October 
Shabbat Sponsorship:

Following services bagels and cream cheese 
will be sponsored by Keith and Amy Goldman 
in honor of the Bat Mitzvah of their daughter, 

Olive Goldman.
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• TRIBUTES •

Beth Torah General Fund 
 Alan Markowitz

In Memory Of:
Marjorie & Ray Lantos John Lantos
Emery & Jimmie Taylor Barry & Linda Katz
Yakov Shuklaper Joseph Shuklaper
Edna Shaw Robert & Jeanne Shaw

In Honor Of:
Sharon Altman Laura & Boyd Bolter

Rabbi Cattapan Discretionary Fund
In Memory Of:

Marianne Allen Bob & Cathy Wylan

In Appreciation Of:
Laura & Tim Intfen Ron & Jo Ann Ginson
Rabbi Cattapan Mindy Goldstein & Tonja Hayungs

Rabbi Mark Levin Discretionary Fund 
In Memory Of:

Lucille Ellen Wylan Bob & Cathy Wylan
Lucille Ellen Wylan Don Wylan
Ross Zucker Marge & Barry Skikne

Hunger Fund
In Memory Of:

Gilbert S. Greenwald Pola Greenwald
Simin Khalili James & Betsy Khalili
Leah Kelne Bernat Harriet & Ron Jacobson
Diane F. Droskin Debbie Droskin Berkowitz

CBT Fund For Families In Need
In Memory Of:

Mickey Kleg Susie & Jerry Klinock
Zita Agnes Kuhn Fran & Whitey Kuhn

Amy Dennis Pierron Music Fund
In Memory Of:

Ben Rothstein Ruth & Michael Worthington
Amy Pierron Ruth & Michael Worthington

Camp Scholarship Fund
In Honor Of: 

Marcia Rittmaster’s birthday Ken & Teri Sackin

In Memory Of Edis Parkans:

Adrianne Applebaum
Ellen Berkowitz & Jerry Altman

Laura & Boyd Bolter
The Bruennig Family
Sylvia & Mel Cosner

Erwin & Arlis Grossman
Gene & Lorrie Hersh

Allison Katz
Susan Kivett

Gerard Lanosga
Michelle Beecher Lanosga

Dean Lewis
Drs. Keith & Maura Linas

Sharon & Peter Loftspring
Frank & Rosemary Mannino

Margie A. Morgan
Estate of Edis Parkans

Elinore A. Penner
Ruth Plantowsky Family

Lynn & Bert Reese
Kenneth & Teri Sackin

Arlene Shalinsky
Adam Silverman

Brian Spinella
Ellen Taylor

Dr. & Mrs. John Waldron

Please welcome Beth Torah Summer 2017 New Members 
Stefanie Benson-Hebberd & Casey Hebberd

Rex Hebberd

Benjamin Gaeddert & Henri Hubble

Jack & Cynthia Garfinkle

Bret and Krista Gordon
Caroline, Joshua & Sarah Gordon

Jon & Monica Kleinman

Beth Oberman

Rachel Ommerman & Joshua Tucker
Lilith & Samuel Tucker

Rachel Siegel & Joshua LeBeau
Joel Siegel

JoAnn Weiner

Marshall & Judith Weingarten

Zane & Shari Womack 
Alexandr Ditsch
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Meet a Muslim Event Returns
Sunday, October 29th | 2:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m.  at Congregation Beth Torah

Congregation Beth Torah is repeating this collaborative event 
with the Crescent Peace Society. It’s a chance for Muslims, Jews 
and people of different or even no faith to come together and 
get to know one another in small groups. Join us for friendly 
con versation and mutual understanding at this event!

The Crescent Peace Society is a non-profit organization that 
seeks to build bridges between people of the Islamic faith and 
those of other faiths or no faith at all. We believe that by over-
coming our differences and getting to know one another we can 
help foster a more inclusive and respectful society.

We would like to welcome you to meet with us and learn about 
the Crescent Peace Society, and what Muslims believe at this 
event. We look forward to meeting you!

The event is free, but tickets are necessary to enter. 
Get yours here.

*Please note that we are looking for table hosts for this event. 
If this is something you would like to do, please email Laura 
Intfen.

AND THE WORK OF
TZEDAKAH SHALL BRING PEACE.

ISAIAH 32:17These CBT members made the Social Action Committee's first event of the year at the Community 
Mitzvah Garden a great success. We look forward to supporting this great community effort throughout 
the year.

Beth Torah member Denise Pakula explains the use of the yad in our tradi-
tion as part of her tour during the first Meet a Muslim event that was held in 
March, of this year.

Tickets for the first Meet a Muslim event sold out as our building overflowed 
with people of all faiths who come together to learn, laugh and search for 
similarities instead of differences among ourselves.

https://goo.gl/SC7VrL
mailto:lintfen%40beth-torah.org?subject=
mailto:lintfen%40beth-torah.org?subject=
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• COMMUNITY NEWS •

 Listen Up! How To Be A Positive Parent
Join Jewish Family Services Family & Child Therapist Wendy 
Anderson in October for a three-part workshop on Positive 
Parenting. Anderson will facilitate the workshop focusing 
on strategies for healthy problem solving, balancing love and 
discipline, limit setting, and improving parent-child communi-
cation. Workshop dates are Tuesday nights, October 10th, 17th 
and 24th, 7:00 p.m.–8:30 p.m. in Conference Room A at the 
Jewish Community Campus.

This program is for parents of pre-school to elementary school 
age children.

The total fee for three sessions is $40 and advance registration is 
required. For more information or to register, please email Susie 
Hurst, JFS Director of Family Life Education, or call 
913-327-8259.

Millennials Marriage Workshop
All healthy relationships require effort and attention. Jewish 
Family Services is sponsoring a three-part marriage workshop for 
millennials “Building a Strong Marriage: A 3-session Program 
for Newly Married Couples,” on Wednesdays, Oct. 18th, 25th 
and Nov. 1st, 7:00 p.m.–8:30 p.m. in Conference Room A of 
the Jewish Community Campus. This workshop is an opportu-
nity for newly married couples or those with young families to 
come together to learn about the essential ingredients required 
for building a strong marital relationship. Participants will be-
come familiar with common challenges in new relationships and 
learn strategies for addressing expectations and differences.

The cost for the three workshops is $40 and advance registration 
is required. For more information or to register, please email 
Susie Hurst, JFS Director of Family Life Education, 
or call 913-327-8259.

Jewish Spiritual Content Available Online
A wealth of Jewish spiritual content is available literally at your 
fingertips, with the help of your computer, tablet, television or 
smartphone. Things such as Hebrew lessons, lectures from 92nd 
Street Y, news from Israel, Jewish music, and Sabbath and Daily 
Minyan services. 

A list of internet resources for viewing and listening to Judaic 
content can be found on the Jewish Family Services website. 
These resources are particularly convenient for older adults 
or those who may be homebound. You also will find tips for 
accessing content via hi-definition internet television. 

For more information on Judaic content online, contact JFS’ 
Chaplaincy program. If you need technical assistance access-
ing these resources, JFS offers assistance through its Help@
Home membership-based program. Both can be reached at 
913-327-8250.

JFS Offers Variety Of Older Adults Programs
As we age, sometimes we need a little assistance maneuvering 
life’s daily tasks. Jewish Family Services offers a variety of ser-
vices, counseling and more to help older adults. Those resourc-
es include Help@Home, providing access to a community 
handyman to assist with tasks, JET Express, a volunteer driving 
program, comprehensive and care management services as well 
as counseling. Details on these resources may be easily found on 
the JFS website, or by calling JFS at 913-327-8250.

We’re here to help make life easier for you!

We have heard of a wonderful opportunity to pass on
Beth Sherr Cuba Journey is an out-of-
the-ordinary vacation. You will be inspired 
by soulful art, musical rhythms and vibrant 
dance. Meet and bring support to the Jewish 
communities of Cuba. You will learn about 
Cuba past, present and the changes the future 
will bring. Cuba is quickly changing.

This amazing trip is not a Beth Torah sponsored 
trip but will include travelers from all over. The 
trip will take place from March 13-20, 2018 
for a cost of $3899 (this includes air fare from 
Charleston, South Carolina to Havana).

For more information, contact the 
Beth Sherr Cuba Journey at 847-882-8881.

http://susieh@jfskc.org
mailto:email%20Susie%20Hurst?subject=
mailto:email%20Susie%20Hurst?subject=
http://www.jfskc.org/judaic-content
http://www.jfskc.org/services/older-adult-services

