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November calendar

Wednesday, November 1st
• Quarterly Blood Drive

Sunday, November 5th
• Kindergarten Family Breakfast
• Kindergarten Family School & 

Consecration Parent Meeting

Friday, November 10th
• National Donor Sabbath

Saturday, November 11th
• Contemplation Night

Sunday, November 12th
• CBT/Barnes & Noble Book Fair

Thursday, November 16th
• Lunch and Learn

Friday, November 17th
• Stay ’n’ Play

Saturday, November 18th
• Joint BTTY/JYG 

Havdalah Program

Sunday, November 19th
• Camp Fair
• Camp Scholarship 

Information Meeting
• Rosh Hodesh

Thursday, November 23rd
• Thanksgiving Day at the  

Community Kitchen

A Note from Rabbi Javier Cattapan

Continued on page 2

From the Yizkor Message

Early on in the history 
of our Reform move-
ment, our founders 
focused on changing 
the traditional liturgy. 
Our movement began 

as an attempt to adapt, “re-form” and re-shape 
traditional worship experiences so that it 
would align with Modern thought. 

Early Reformers insisted on not using language 
to which we object. Obviously, what they con-
sidered “objectionable” in the 1830’s is differ-
ent than what we may find objectionable today. 

They were fixated on what they considered 
“superstitious.” Prayers for the dead, including 
the Kaddish and Yizkor were targeted, and, in 
particular, the middle blessing of the Amidah, 
G’vurot. The traditional formulation mehaye 
hametim had to go. Such language suggested a 
belief in the resurrection of the dead, a doctrine 
found in the Talmud but no longer “in sync” 
with the “Modern” spirit. 

A few alternative versions were implemented, 
until in 1975, we settled for mehaye hakol, liter-
ally, “who gives lives to all;” this is the version 
most familiar to us.

Yet, this solution does not satisfy me. It is a 
distinction without a difference. Think for a 
moment, mehaye hakol includes everything, in-
cluding the dead. Perhaps God has the power to 
revive everything, but do we really wish every-
thing to come back to life? Why kid ourselves 
by saying mehaye hakol when what we really 
mean is mehaye hametim, reviving the dead? 

I was not alone in my dissatisfaction, and our 
new prayer books give us the option to say 
mehaye hametim. Today, I want to encourage 
you, to go back to the traditional words. We 
may say mehaye hametim and be hopeful. But 
moreover, we may say mehaye hametim and be 
honest, too, and this is how:

I am thankful to Rabbi Sandy Eisenberg Sasso 
for leading me to a fascinating book, I Am a 
Strange Loop, by Pulitzer-Prize winner Douglas 
Hofstadter. A professor of cognitive science, 
Hofstadter suggests that the common experi-
ence of the life of one person touching another, 
and how the hopes and dreams of one continue 
in the other, have a scientific basis. 

So, when people die, their hopes and dreams 
do not; they continue in the life of others to 
whom they were close. Professor Hofstadter is 
able to make a concrete connection between 
what we hope for and how the brain works. 

Through his research, he concluded that in our 
interactions with our loved ones, our brains 
absorb much of their brains; they are still in us. 
They literally live in us, in the folds of our brain. 
Things like, “she finishes my sentences,” or “you 
know me too well,” are not just commonplace 
phrases, they are neurological realities. 

Professor Hofstadter conjures the image of 
a “strange loop;” we are constantly receiving 
feedback from the world outside us, making it 
a part of us and, in turn, affecting the world. 
The amazing fact is that within us we hold 
more than our own single loop. Other people’s 
loops intersect with ours. 

https://goo.gl/iddU2V
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Our Pillars
We are a vibrant, modern 

Reform Jewish congregation 
where everyone matters.

Congregation Beth Torah:
Embraces Energizes
Illuminates Inspires
Responds Connects 

FOR MORE INFORMATION
Phone: 913-498-2212

Fax: 913-498-1071
6100 West 127th Street

Overland Park, KS 66209
Email: info@beth-torah.org

Website: beth-torah.org
Facebook:

facebook.com/CongregationBethTorah

OFFICERS
President .................................................... Barry Katz
First Vice President ................................. SueAnn Strom
Vice President ............................................ Boyd Bolter
Vice President ..........................................Brandi Fisher
Secretary ................................................ Genna Stowe
Treasurer ............................................... Mike Ginsberg

BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
Miccole Bowen

June Crane
Todd Davisson
Scott Franklin

Amy Kane

Howard Pitler
Stephen Steigman

Nick Toniazzo
Zach Zwibelman

BTTY President ........................................... Tess Gerson
Immediate Past President ...................... Linda Zappulla

STAFF 
Senior Rabbi ...............................Rabbi Javier Cattapan
Founding Rabbi .............Rabbi Mark Levin, D.D., D.H.L.
Music Director...................................... Emily Tummons
Director of Operations ............................... Laura Intfen
Director of Finance ..................................... Tara Hyder
Director of Lifelong Learning .... Rabbi Monica Kleinman
Office Manager .....................................Robin O’Bryan
Administrative Assistant ........................ Sharon Altman
Administrative Assistant .....................Alyssa Schildhorn
Bookkeeper.............................................. Barbara Kitt
Choir Director ....................................... Carmen Dieker 
Communications Associate ............................ Sara Glass
Tekiah Editor ............................................ Laura Bolter

The music we listen to, the art we see, the 
movies and sports we experience, every-
one we meet (for good or for bad), they 
all impact us by changing who we are, 
in small or big ways. And then there are 
a few people to whom we are very close, 
whose words and deeds, whose habits, 
occupy a large space inside us. They shape 
us fundamentally. 

At Yizkor we remember all those who 
shaped who we are today, who helped us 
grow. We are aware that we are linked, 
that their loop and ours constantly 
intersect. Through memory we see their 
light shining inside our souls, and realize 
that although we’ve lost them, they are 
alive. Yes, we can be honest: We may say 
mechaye hametim, “who gives life to the 
dead,” I mean, we should!

Continued from page 1

TORAH PORTION
AND HAFTARAH

In Memoriam:
Marilyn Abraham
Aunt of Steve Cooper

Nancy Levine
Mother of Ronnie Lerner

Lawrence Cohen
Husband of Donna Gould-Cohen

Marian Melcher Brill
Mother of Barbara Gustin

David Gantman
Husband of Sofia Gantman and

Father of Julia Kheyfets
Morris Sterneck

Father of Frank Sterneck
Johnny Guy

Beloved friend of 
Jesus and Barbara Gutierrez

Mazel tov to:
Cliff and Andie Neuman 

on the marriage of their son, 
Danny Neuman to 

Lauren Gruenebaum.

November 3/4 |15 Cheshvan
Vayera
November 10/11 | 22 Cheshvan
Chaye Sarah
November 17/18 | 29 Cheshvan
Toldot
November 24/25 | 7 Kislev
Vayetze

In our tradition, 
oftentimes the 
best answer to a question... 
is another question:
“Why am I so tired?”
“Have you had coffee today?”
“Of course I have—but I think I need 
more?”
“There’s coffee over there on the 
table in the Ulam. Have you tried 
it?”
“Have I tried it? Um, yes. It’s not 
exactly.... to put it gently....gourmet. 
Why do I need to leave this building 
to get a good cup of coffee?”
“You don’t—anymore!” 
A group of CBT coffee aficionados 
recognized that the coffee we normally 
serve in this fine establishment could be 
improved, and devised a plan to acquire 
new brewing equipment to deliver a 
better drinking experience. Six families 
contributed funds to purchase a new 
Bunn airpot brewer, airpots, filters and 
our first batches of high-quality coffee. 
Beginning in early November, rich, well 
measured and brewed, superior coffee 
will become a mainstay at any event 
where the caffeinated (or decaf, if that’s 
your thing) drink is served. Ongoing 
support for coffee, half & half, filters 
and other consumable purchases are not 
only appreciated, but essential to keep 
our bean-dream alive. Ask yourself: how 
much would you pay for a cup from the 
coffee place down the street? Answer 
with a contribution to the on-site coffee 
fund donation box or contribute to Beth 
Torah’s Coffee Fund.
To (blatantly and irreverently) borrow 
from a common phrase at Beth Torah: 
“We are the caffeine we need!”
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The Sandhaus Story
The Sandhaus family is especially grateful 
that Congregation Beth Torah has chosen 
to focus on the mitzvah of organ dona-
tion.  Because we have been affected per-
sonally, our family members are hopeful 
that by raising awareness of the possibility 
of organ donation, lives will be saved. 
One can be a “live donor” for a kidney or 
liver transplant. Most transplants come 
from “deceased donors” who specify their 
consent to be a donor on their driver’s 
license or through an advanced directive.

In our situation Ron has advanced kidney 
disease. He has been living with chronic 
kidney disease (CKD) for several years 
and recently experienced a decline in kid-
ney function. While there is no cure for 
CKD, the options for treatment without 
receiving a transplant involve dialysis, a 
process that wears down the body and 
requires being hooked up to a machine 
for up to eight hours, three to six days a 
week. Ron is not on kidney dialysis yet 
and hopes to avoid this outcome.

Ron is on the active wait list at the KU 
Center for Transplantation. This center 
provides kidney, liver and pancreas trans-
plants. We are very fortunate to have this 
outstanding center nearby. The average 
wait time for a deceased donor kidney in 
the Kansas City area is two and a half to 
three years which is significantly less wait 

time than the national average.

Being a live donor is certainly a huge gift. 
We’ve been incredibly touched by the 
five people who have gone to KU to be 
evaluated as a live kidney donor for Ron. 
Unfortunately, none of these candidates 
qualified to be a donor. Either they were 
not a match, or they had a disqualify-
ing medical reason. Even if you aren’t a 
match for Ron or would not personally 
be a donor, we greatly appreciate your 
prayers and support. You can also help by 

sharing Ron’s story with others in your 
life. We never know who may be helped 
by your efforts to spread the word.

Thanks to Becky and Ron for making 
sure the organ donation will be 
represented at our CBT, Barnes & 
Noble Book Fair on November 12th. 
They will be running a Bone Marrow 
Transplant registration table. Check 
out the details of the book fair on 
page 7 of this Tekiah.

National Donor Sabbath
Join us as Beth Torah participates in National Donor Sabbath 2017 on Erev Shabbat, November 10th.

116,000 + Number of men, women and children on the national transplant list as of 8/2017
33,611 Number of transplants performed in 2016
20 Number of people that die each day waiting for transplants

“We are worth what we are willing to share with others.” Rabbi Jonathan Sacks

The organ shortage continues. Many people view donation as 
an act of compassion and generosity. Since people often turn to 
their faith for help when dealing with life and death issues, Na-
tional Donor Sabbath provides an opportunity for our commu-
nity to share each other’s views and join in the conversation.

The U.S. Department of Health & Human Services has set up 
this website with more information.

Learn more about organ donation and how it affects members 

of our own Beth Torah family from long-time CBT members 
Becky and Ron Sandhaus. Also, learn how you can help from 
our guest speaker, Andrew Widman.

Andrew Widman was born requiring an organ donation. A 
local, he attended KU and studied business and is now raising 
his family here. He works as a financial planner and can’t wait 
to share with the congregation how organ donation has changed 
his life.

http://organdonor.gov
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With the High Holy Day season 
now behind us, we should all 
take a moment to reflect on the 
efforts of our dedicated staff. They 
worked incredibly hard to plan and 
execute the multiple aspects of the 

five holidays that come in such rapid succession. Whether 
administrative, educational, musical or spiritual, every member 
of our staff contributed to the complex process of delivering 
the meaningful experiences that we all expect. As president, 
I see first-hand the immense effort that goes into this annual 
undertaking. And the work goes on, as the staff continues to 
evaluate how to improve the experience for next year. They 
welcome your input, so don’t hesitate to provide it, along with 
your gratitude.

Still looking back, on Erev Rosh Hashanah, I had the honor of 
addressing the congregation. When Rabbi Cattapan suggested 
that I speak about my personal journey to this point in my 
Jewish life, I was skeptical. I viewed my life more as a series of 
events than a journey and, frankly, I didn’t think I had a history 
that would be of interest to anyone. But, after considerable 
reflection, I realized that, interesting or not, I did have a history 
of stepping up as a volunteer at Beth Torah; and, maybe, 

that would inspire others to do the same. So I put together 
a chronology—from Hebrew school to my wife’s conversion 
to the early days of Beth Torah and up through the ranks of 
leadership, twice—and, to my surprise, a story emerged. I was 
someone who couldn’t say “no” when asked to help out Beth 
Torah with time and money. 

Upon further reflection, I now realize that I left something 
out—the influence of my father. As a small business owner, he 
worked very long hours, with very little free time. Yet, he made 
time to serve the Jewish community, which was very important 
to him. In a seven day week, his only “day off” was Thursday. 
That was the day he spent at the office of the Jewish National 
Fund in St. Louis, where he volunteered in numerous capacities, 
including as president. He supported other Jewish organizations 
as well. Not only was he not the sort to say “no”, he frequently 
stepped up before even being asked. His family and business 
obligations provided a ready-made excuse. But he never used it. 
It wasn’t conscious on my part, but I know the way he led his 
life, certainly had an impact on mine.

So, please reflect on your own personal history, and the 
people you admire. In that reflection, you just might find the 
inspiration and motivation to say “Yes” to Beth Torah.

Barry Katz, President
bkatz12306@gmail.comPresident’s Corner

Help Wanted
Beth Torah’s 30th anniversary is coming up 
next year and we are looking for volunteers to 
serve on a task force to brainstorm ideas for 
how to celebrate throughout the year 
(April 2018 through April 2019).
If you might have an interest in this committee, 
please contact Laura Intfen or Barry Katz.

Say “Yes” to
Beth Torah!

Please welcome 
Beth Torah 

New Members 
Paige Lowenstein

Michael & Eileen Schwartzman

CBT will be celebrating our 3rd Annual 
Giving Monday on November 27th 

(instead of Giving Tuesday.) 
An email blast from CBT will be in your 

inbox near that day, so please be on the 
lookout and participate! 

All donations received on Giving Monday 
will support the Educating Our Future campaign.

 Our goal is to double participation from last year, so PLEASE 
join us in this campaign. We’re suggesting $25-$50 but any 

amount—less or more —will definitely help us reach our 
campaign goal of $53,000.

mailto:lintfen%40beth-torah.org?subject=
mailto:bkatz12306%40gmail.com?subject=
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Beth Torah… Inside Out 
As a member of Congregation Beth 
Torah, you have a right to have 
available to you information regard-
ing our community. You are asked 

to “bring a friend” to events and to encourage your unaffiliated 
friends to join. But it is hard for you to answer questions when 
you may not know the answers.

So, in 5778, my goal is to pick topics regarding Beth Torah and 
to offer comments and information on specific areas. Here is a 
quick list of what to expect from this part of our newsletter in 
the coming year:

This month, thanks to an email discussion with a few members, 
I would like to share:

The President told me to “say YES to Beth Torah,” and the Rab-
bi told me to participate, but I am not sure how a 40 something 
year old does that……….

Of course, everyone is invited to everything at Beth Torah. 
Because of this, we don’t target programming publicity towards 
a specific demographic. But since this is the age group I heard 
from in response to my call out for November article ideas, I 
would like to offer some of these ideas for you:

Worship/Music: Besides joining one of our singing groups, there 
are New Moon Labs and Contemplation programs that are 
usually scheduled in the evening. While these two programs have 
different “vibes,”the participants are of varying demographics and 
each program is designed in length to allow plenty of evening left 
afterwards for out of the building get togethers and discussions. 

Our member David Spizman turned 50 this year. He shares his 
thoughts about including his Beth Torah community in this 
huge life event:

My meaningful simcha celebration
My birthday fell on Yom Kippur this year and I’m glad that 
I read Torah as a way to celebrate. As Rabbi mentioned 
during his sermon, Karen and I have tried to be present and 
involved at CBT. It’s this engagement that led to me consid-
ering doing an honor during the service.  

Although I was thinking along the lines of carrying the 
Torah during hakafah, I’m now glad Laura Intfen suggested 
I read Torah. Even if, like me, you haven’t read from the To-
rah for over 20 years, you’ll likely find service participation 
a meaningful way to mark an important life event.

It was special and memorable to see my family and many 

friends looking to me to share words of Torah. It also 
helped me have more meaningful birthday reflections than 
my typical realization about too little exercise. The prepa-
ration also helped me realize I could fit a little (re)learning 
into my busy schedule. (Often times after my 5 minute 
nightly practice I could feel my brain synapses reconnect-
ing, and I look forward to the next mini-stretch goal!)

As I often tell others based on the one marathon I com-
pleted, anyone could do it. For me, the first week of Torah 
practice was a bit rough. I’d read from the Torah on my bar 
mitzvah, and then one other time 22 years ago. But after a 
second week of practice (5 minutes most nights), I realized 
that I could have the portion down in time for Yom Kippur.

Let me know if you choose a similar way to engage so I can 
come celebrate with you!

– David Spizman

If you are looking for a little more action…social action that is, 
you don’t have to wait for a program offered by Beth Torah to 
get connected. Every Sunday night. Every single Sunday night, 
Beth Torah prepares dinner for Save Inc. On our calendar since 
Beth Torah’s inception, this home was established to fulfill the 
dire need for housing, support and dignity for those dying from 
HIV/AIDS. Our member Lauren Aaronson has made sure that 
these men get a good meal on Sunday evenings. Some volunteers 
go and cook in their kitchen and then stay and dine with the res-
idents, others grab take-out and deliver. Anyway you get there, 
this is a perfect way to spend a Sunday evening with your group 
of friends that you spend your weekend time with, or with your 
family. Contact Lauren to set up a time for you to participate. 

Torah, Worship, Acts of Lovingkindness. The cornerstone of 
Beth Torah, no matter what your age, demographic or social 
network. It’s here. All YOU need to do is say, “Yes.” 

Next month: Donations, what happens after you say “yes.”

Laura Intfen, Director of Operations
lintfen@beth-torah.orgConnections

December ........................... Donations
January ............................... Expenses
February................................. Budget
March .................... Camp Scholarships

April ......................... Board of Trustees
May ..............Staff and Job descriptions
June ............................... Adjustments

“It was special and memorable to see my family and many friends look-
ing to me to share words of Torah,” shared by David Spizman, shown here 
with his family, Karen Loggia, Shaefer and Elliot.

mailto:aaronson.lauren%40gmail.com?subject=
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Rabbi Monica Kleinman, Director of Lifelong Learning
mkleinman@beth-torah.orgReligious School

Shalom, Beth Torah!

It has been a wonderful October at 
the synagogue and religious school, 
and I am so grateful for the Jewish 
experiences we have been able to 

share together over the past few weeks. Our Chugim are in full 
swing on Sunday mornings and it’s great to start each day hear-
ing our learners’ and families’ fantastic voices at t’filah!

Our middah (Jewish value) for the month of November will 
be ho’da’ah, gratitude. In October we discussed nedivut (gen-
erosity), we mentioned many times that not everyone is as 
lucky as we are to have a roof over their heads and food to eat 
at each meal. It was easy to discuss how we can make the world 
a better place, and now it is our chance to turn inwards and 
express ho’da’ah for the things in our lives that we treasure. I’m 
now delighted to share with you a story about giving thanks in 
unusual circumstances.

It was a very hot day, and the rebbe needed some air. He inter-
rupted his studies, opened the door of his yeshiva, and walked 
into the village street, where he was surrounded by several of his 
devoted students.

Across the street, the rebbe and his students noticed Yukel the 
water carrier. As usual, Yukel had his heavy pole draped across 
his shoulders. Two huge pails of water hung down from the 
pole, and as Yukel walked through the village street, the water in 
the pails sloshed from side to side. Yukel was complaining— not 
so softly— as he made his way through town.

“Say, Yukel, my friend,” hollered the rebbe from the far side of 
the street, “How are you today?”

“Oy, rebbe, not so good, not so good. My shoulders, they ache 
from carrying this water. Year after year, until I cannot even 
count the years, I have been schlepping water. And my children? 

Not one of them wants to go into the family business. They are 
too busy studying Torah and the good books; they have no time 
to help me. And my wife? Oy, she nudges me to do this and to 
do that. As soon as I get home, she is after me to do one thing 
or another. Oy, rebbe, not so good, not so good.”

And off Yukel walked, water sloshing from his pails.

“Blessings to you, my brother,” the rebbe shouted after him. 
The rebbe’s students intoned the same phrase: “Blessings to you; 
blessings to you.”

Time passed, perhaps a few weeks, and once more the rebbe 
opened the door of the yeshiva so that he and his devoted 
students could take in some fresh air. And what do you know 
but who was across the street just at that moment? Yukel the 
water carrier.

“Shalom Aleichem, Yukel. May peace be with you. How are you 
today?” asked the rebbe.

“You know, rebbe, not so bad, not so bad. You know my shoul-
ders? They have served me well and continue to do so. They are 
strong, and as a result I can bring water to all the people of our 
village. And my children? The Holy One has blessed them all 
with bright and inquisitive minds. They are bringing me such 
naches, such pride and joy, from their learning. Their knowledge 
fuels my soul. And my dear wife of so many years? If not for her 
asking me to do things around our house, I wouldn’t know how 
much she needed me. She does need me, and I need her. Rebbe, 
I am blessed. My life is blessed. And thank you for asking. Baruch 
HaShem, Praise to God.”

The students gathered around the rebbe, rushing to ask him 
if this was the same Yukel, the one who just weeks before had 
been so miserable.

“Yes, it is Yukel the water carrier,” said the rebbe. “Only this 
time he has come to see his tsuris—his troubles—as a blessing.”

Best Jewish Identity Builder
Studies prove that a residential (sleep 
over) Jewish Summer Camp experience is 
the BEST Jewish identity builder outside 
of the Jewish family!

We realize that residential Jewish summer 
camps are very expensive. Congregation 
Beth Torah wants to invest in your child’s 
future by making a Jewish summer camp-
er experience affordable for everyone. We 
would like you to consider sending your 
child to camp this summer by taking 
advantage of our generous scholarship 
program here at CBT. Please note that 

our scholarship funds are NOT limited to 
first time campers.

All scholarship applications are strictly 
confidential. While the deadline for schol-
arship applications is in the spring, we 
will be having a camp scholarship infor-
mational meeting on Sunday, November 
19th at 10:30 a.m. in the Bride’s Room. 

We will also be having a camp fair in the 
ulam that morning so you and your hap-
py camper can ask questions about what 
camp might be a good fit for your family.
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Sunday, November 12, 2017
11:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.

Barnes & Noble Town Center Store
4751 West 117th Street, Leawood

Check in with a CBT Greeter and pick up a voucher 
so CBT will receive credit for your purchases.

Schedule of Special Events
1:00 p.m.

Elementary Storytime & Craft 
with Eva Steiner and June Crane

2:00 p.m. 
Kids Choir Sings

3:00 p.m.
Adult Study with Rabbi Monica Kleinman: 

How to Build Your Jewish Library—from Talmud to 
Telushkin—and even for tots!

All Day Events

Register for great Door Prizes!
Need a recommendation?

Check out “Beth Torah Reads”
Eat lunch or a snack in the Barnes & Noble Café

FREE Gift Wrap!
Visit with your CBT Community while you shop!

Can’t attend our book fair at 
Barnes & Noble?

Visit this website to support us online 
from November 12th to November 17th 

using our Book Fair ID:  
12223368

A PERCENTAGE OF ALL YOUR BARNES & NOBLE 
PURCHASES WILL BENEFIT BETH TORAH

Congregation Beth Torah
Barnes & Noble
Book Fair

Thank you to the 
Bagel Walk ’n’ Talk 

participants 
and volunteers 

for helping raise 
$3,200 

to continue supporting 
Educating our Future!

A special thanks to the steering committee: 
Samantha Hammontree, Linda Katz, 

Cindy Mogolov, Jill Fine, and Jennifer Levinson 
for their time and energy!

http://bn.com/bookfairs
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During October a number of us 
traveled to Colorado’s Shwayder Camp 
with one of our advisors, Zach Zwi-
belman. It was wonderful to be in 
the mountains to learn and pray with 
other Reform teenagers from across 
our region.

Back here at home we had our very 
successful reStart Halloween Party! So many children showed 
up and had a blast making the crafts, playing the games, and 
getting so much candy! Many teens from BTTY helped with 
the party so that our guests could have as much fun as possible. 

Coming up soon on November 18th we are having a joint pro-
gram with JYG, the junior youth group, here at Beth Torah at 
7:00 p.m. It will be a fun casual evening getting to know every-
one and doing some awesome activities. It would be wonderful 
to have a great turnout, so please make it a point to come hang 
out with the BTTY Board and our wonderful advisors, Zach 
Zwibelman and Alexa Kitt.

Lastly, all of the BTTY board meetings are open to all 9th– 
12th graders who are interested in what we are up to or want to 
help plan future programs. If you would like to attend one of 
these meetings, please contact me so that I can let you know all 
of the details!

Tess Gerson, BTTY President

• YOUTH NEWS •

Who’s Ready for Camp?
Come to Beth Torah on Sunday, November 19th to learn all about great Jewish 
summer camp opportunities! Hear from campers and families alike about the 

great experiences they’ve had at one or more of our camping partners:

Camp Sabra in Rocky Mount, MO

Goldman Union Camp Institute (GUCI) in Zionsville, IN

Olin Sang Ruby Union Camp Institute (OSRUI) in Oconomowoc, WI

Shwayder Camp in Idaho Springs, CO

9:00 a.m. – 9:30 a.m. Family & Camper Meet and Greet
10:00 a.m. Financial Aid and Scholarship meeting with Laura Intfen

We want to help your child go to camp! Multiple scholarships and sources of 
financial aid are available. Laura Intfen is here to help!

Questions about camp programs, culture, traditions, or more? 
Contact Rabbi Monica Kleinman.

Beth Torah members 
supporting one another 

through life’s 
health care challenges

To make a referral 
or to volunteer, 

contact Beth Torah at 
 913-498-2212 or email

Upcoming Bar Mitzvah
Geordie Waldman will celebrate his 
Bar Mitzvah at Shabbat worship on 
Saturday, November 11, 2017 at 
10:30 a.m. at Congregation Beth 
Torah. Geordie is the son of Elisa 
and Stuart Waldman, and he has an 
older brother, Noah. Geordie attends 
The Barstow School where he enjoys 
participating on the soccer, basketball 
and cross-country teams and in the 
theatre program. Geordie is also a First Degree Black Belt in 
Tae Kwando. He is looking forward to returning to his fourth 
summer at Goldman Union Camp Institute (GUCI) this sum-
mer. Geordie’s parents, Elisa and Stuart, and his grandparents, 
Hal and Carol Sader, welcome you to enjoy a Kiddush lunch 
following the ceremony.

BTTY: Beth Torah Temple Youth

mailto:tessgerson2000%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:lintfen%40beth-torah.org?subject=
mailto:mkleinman%40beth-torah.org?subject=
mailto:caringconnectionteam%40beth-torah.org?subject=
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With the High 
Holy Days in 

our rear-view mirror, it’s a good time to 
pause and reflect on what we experienced 
together. From the music program’s 
perspective, we want to take a moment to 
thank a lot of people whose huge hearts 
and generosity of spirit contributed great-
ly to the richness and spirituality of the 
season. Here are a few descriptions and 
names, along with some photos:

Choral Singers
You can see the photo from Erev Rosh 
Hashanah that spotlights three of our 
ensembles: the Adult Choir, the Women’s 
Group, the Men’s Group. These singers 
devoted months of Wednesday evenings 
toward preparing the musical liturgy for 
their various services (Erev Rosh HaSha-
nah, Kol Nidre Late service, N’ilah). We 
are so thankful for their volunteer hours, 
their leadership, their enthusiasm. Here 
are their names, as they appear in the pho-
to below, left-to-right and back-to-front: 
Jim Appelbaum, Scott Franklin, Larry Myer, 
Stan Osman, Todd Davisson, Liz Willen, Kathy 
Coenen, Lezlie Zucker, Carmen Dieker, Emily 
Tummons, Jim Kaplan, Tim Intfen, Kris Gray, An-
drea Zwibelman, Zach Zwibelman, SueAnn Strom, 
Gail Altman, Estelle Edelbaum, Rabbi Javier 
Cattapan, Doug Greenwald, Mike Fine, 
Jill Fine, Henri Goettel, Sarah Derks, Ellen Cohn, 
Carol Ducak, Nina Shik, Louise Hipsh, Randy 
Deutch, Nanette Kraus, Betsy Appelbaum

Kol Nidre Band
For the Early Kol Nidre service this year, 
we welcomed our usual instrumentalists: 
Carmen Dieker (violin), Randy Deutch 
(bass), Kevin Dolan (guitar, mandolin), 
and Larry Figg (cello). 

What was new? For the first time, we 
experienced the richness and beauty of 
a golden harp with our High Holy Day 
music. Thank you to Carmen Dieker 
for taking on the task of learning to 
play the harp in the months leading 
up to Kol Nidre. And thank you to 
Rabbi Javier Cattapan for making the 
harp possible. Watch for the harp to be 
woven into some other special moments 

in the com-
ing months, 
including 
Contempla-
tion Nights, 
the Hanukkah 
Program, 
Shabbat Shirah, 
and so on. 

The HHD Morning Team

In my September Tekiah article, I wrote 
up an in-depth profile of “the morning 
team.” This is that large team of mu-
sicians who helped create and deliver 
the liturgy for both Rosh Hashanah 
Morning services, and both Yom Kippur 
Morning services. These services saw a 
creative fusion from what we’ve formerly 
called the “Traditional” services (with 
the choral pieces) and the “Contem-
porary” services (with the band vibe). 
All the elements were woven together, 
toward the goal of making cohesive, 
meaningful, prayerful services.

Here are their names, as they appear in 
the photo below, left-to-right and 
back-to-front: 
Kris Gray, Judith Evnen, Zach Zwibelman, Kevin 
Dolan (guitar, mandolin), Lezlie Zucker, Nanette 
Kraus (piano), Emily Tummons, Tim Intfen, Jim 
Kaplan, Liz Willen, Nina Shik, Carmen Dieker, 
Randy Deutch (bass)

Emily Tummons, Music Director
emily@beth-torah.orgMusic Program

HAPPY
5778!
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Spread the light of Hanukkah!

A Few Upcoming Events 
in the Music Program

Contemplation Night: 
Saturday, November 11th, 5:30 p.m., 

Join Carmen and me in the sanctuary at 
5:30 p.m. for an hour-long contemplative 
program, incorporating silence, the harp, 
meditative readings, and communal prayer 
in solitude. Here is one of the readings 
we’ll use that evening, by Ellen Dannin:

“The seed, planted in the dark, waiting in 
the dark of the year, the seed drawn to the 
light, the seed planted in the dark earth by 
our own hands, to be drawn from the earth 
by the light, which will return. Do the 
planted and the planter wait in despair in 
the dark for the return of the season of light? 
What if, we think, the light did not return, 
if we waited in the dark, and at last de-
spaired of light? We could almost forget, in 
our winter’s darkness, that light will come 
again. We light the lights in the dark of the 
year to recall that all is in readiness, that we 
wait only for the warmth of light, that even 
in the absence of light, the work of creation 
is made ready.”

Barnes & Noble Fundraising Event: 
Sunday, November 12th, 2:00 p.m.

Our Kids Choir will perform a mini-
show at the CBT Barnes & Noble 
fundraising event at 2:00 p.m. This will 
take place at the B & N location in 
Town Center, 4751 West 117th Street, 
Leawood. The whole event runs from 
11 a.m. to 4 p.m. When you arrive, just 
check in with a CBT greeter, and pick up 
a voucher so that CBT will receive credit 
for your purchases! 

Jewish Community Tefilat Shalom: 
Thursday, December 7th, 6:30 p.m. 

at Village Shalom

I will be playing guitar and singing at 
the next quarterly JFS healing service, 
the “service of spiritual comfort and 
renewal.” The service is led by Rabbi 
Jonathan Rudnick, and co-facilitated by 
Rabbi Stuart Davis. This pre-Hanukkah 
spiritual preparation is sponsored 
by the Chaplaincy Program through 
Jewish Family Services. This sacred and 
supportive setting offers spiritual healing 
and renewal for every stage of life. Our 

contemporary service includes traditional 
prayer, song, readings, and personal 
reflection. Please make reservations by 
calling the JFS office at 913-327-8250 or 
sending an email.

Hanukkah Program: 
Sunday, December 17th, 2:00 p.m.

Men’s Group rehearsals

Sunday mornings: 
November 5th, 12th, and 19th 
December 3rd 
10:10 a.m.–11a.m. 

Dress rehearsal 
Sunday, December 10th, 2:00 p.m.

Adult Choir rehearsals

Wednesday evenings: 
November 29th 
December 6th and 13th 
7:00 p.m.–8:30 p.m.

Dress rehearsal 
Sunday, December 10th, 2:00 p.m. 

Kids Choir rehearsals

Sunday mornings: 
November 5th, 12th, and 19th 
December 3rd, 10th 
9:00 a.m.–9:20 a.m.

Dress rehearsal 
Sunday, December 10th, 2:00 p.m.

What Celebrations Do You Have Coming 
Up at Beth Torah? Spread Your Joy!

Sponsor a breakfast or some fancy, shmancy creamers for our Sunday morning breakfasts.
Purchase a leaf on our Tree of Life in the ulam. 

Sponsor a nosh for an Erev Shabbat Friday night worship.

November 
Shabbat 

Sponsorship:

November 11th:
Kiddush luncheon sponsored by Hal and Carol Sader 

 in honor of the Bar Mitzvah of their grandson, 
Geordie Waldman.

JFS Hanukkah Project 
by Martha Gershun

This year I’m volunteering with JFS to 
help manage our community’s annual 
Hanukkah Project. We hope to provide 
gifts for more than 300 children, families, 
and older adults. For many, especially our 
older adults living alone, these will be the 
only Hanukkah gifts they receive.
I’m hoping the generous members of 
Congregation Beth Torah will help by 
“adopting” an older adult or family for 
Hanukkah or by providing gift cards to 
help us shop. You can sign up by 
emailing me before November 10th. 
Let me know how many people you can 
“adopt,” and if you have a preference for 
older adults or families. Every year, our 
greatest need is for gifts for older adults.
Drop off for all gifts will be 8:00 a.m.–
5:00 p.m. on Nov. 20, 21, and 22 at the 
JFS Kansas office at the Jewish Com-
munity Center. We’ll also be hosting a 
gift-wrapping and Chiefs watch party 
from 11:45 a.m.–2:00 p.m. on Sunday, 
Dec. 3 at the Social Hall at the J. I’ll be 
there wrapping and would love to see you!

Many thanks for helping with this 
important project!

mailto:healing%40jfskc.org?subject=
mailto:martha%40mgconsulting.com?subject=
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Raising the Sukkah: 2017/5778
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• TRIBUTES •

Beth Torah General Fund 
 Ellie Penner
 Matthew & Gloria Elyachar
 Daniel Rabin
 Gloria & Howard Pitler
 Andrea Zwibelman
 Zach Zwibelman
 Stephen Steigman
 Karen Loggia & David Spizman
 Allan Simpson & Tiffany Simpson
 Emily & Andrew Kerstein
 Brandi Fisher & Greg Raymond

In Memory Of:
Dr. Larry Cohen Jack & Irma Katz
Dr. Larry Cohen Bernard Rice & Joan Rice
Dr. Larry Cohen Regina & Bill Kort
Dr. Larry Cohen Brenda Pelofsky
Dr. Larry Cohen Donna & Harvey Thalblum
Irv Gewertz Henri Goettel
Edis Parkans Alisa Kartch
Edis Parkans Sandy Morewitz & Harry Kelijian
Eloyce Pepper Sharon Jerwick
Edis Parkans Nancy Solomon
Nancy Levine Levy & Craig
Dr. Larry Cohen Charlotte & Richard Brockman
Dr. Larry Cohen Denise & Jerry Pakula
Missy Palan Goldenberg Denise & Jerry Pakula
Nancy Levine Denise & Jerry Pakula
Edis Parkans Denise & Jerry Pakula
Ira Kersh Linda K. Steigman
Lillian Nathan Kersh Linda K. Steigman
Clayton L. Wood, M.D. Jo-Ann S. Harris
Dr. Larry Cohen Ronnie & Larry Lerner
Dr. Larry Cohen Don Goldman & Martha Gershun
Cheryl Kirke Larry Kirke
Sally Zwibelman Steve & Marjie Cooper
Sue Rudman Steve & Marjie Cooper
Rich Polep Steve & Marjie Cooper
Marilyn Abraham  Steve & Marjie Cooper

In Appreciation Of:
Beth Torah Worship Team Henri Goettel
Rabbi Cattapan’s HHD Service Dick & Marsha Rosenthal
HHD Worship Steve Gollub

In Honor Of:
High Holy Day Aliyah Steve & Marjorie Cooper
Bar Mitzvah of Geordie Waldman Mori Miller and Family
Continued good health of Mahta Millerlile Sion & Parvin Rahbarrad
Bat Mitzvah of Tori Bass Steve & Margie Cooper

Rabbi Cattapan Discretionary Fund
 Jeff Lefko

In Memory Of:
Mother, Martha Levy Joe Levy
Melissa Goldenberg Jeff & Gail Ross
Hilda Zavelo Sam & Donna Zavelo
Mother, Gussie Ellis Charlotte Kessler
Frank Ginson Ron & Jo Ann Ginson
Bertram Mann Marty & Dianne Lustig

In Appreciation Of:
Beautiful HHD Services Margie & Steve Cooper

In Honor Of:
Roman’s Bar Mitzvah Paul & Lisa Katz

Rabbi Mark Levin Discretionary Fund 
In Memory Of:

Arden Jay Hagen  Barry & Chris Shapiro
Valda Hagen Barry & Chris Shapiro
Lamar McDaniel Radine Shaw
Morton Hurst Radine Shaw
Cyril Skikne Barry Skikne
Herman Shaffer Radine Shaw

In Honor Of:
Bris of James Paul Alldritt Cindy & Joe Doyle

Music and Choir Fund
In Memory Of:

Nancy Levine Judy & Lloyd Hellman
Nancy Levine Chuck & Sandi Cantor
John Esser, Jr. Glenn Esser
Marion Brill James & Kelly Kaplan

In Appreciation Of:
Emily Tummons’ beautiful music Margie & Steve Cooper

Hunger Fund
In Memory Of:

Alan Elfanbaum Rita Stark
In Honor Of:

The HHD Food Drive Beth & Steven Cole

CBT Fund For Families In Need
In Memory Of:

Nancy Levine Morris & Lynne Faiman
Mother, Pauline Cohen Herb Crane

Prayer Book Fund
 Rabbi Cattapan & Kris Gray

Rabbi Mark & Kacy Levin

Amy Dennis Pierron Music Fund
In Appreciation Of:

Emily Tummons & Carmen Dieker Randy & Roseanne Deutch
In Memory Of:

Amy Pierron Joseph Pierron

Educating Our Future Fund
 Laura & Boyd Bolter
 Henri & David Goettel
 Barry & Linda Katz
 SueAnn Strom
 Neil & Debbie Bass

In Memory Of:
Morris Sterneck Sharon & Jeff Altman

Joel H. Winston Social Justice Fund
In Memory Of:

Marian Melcher Nini & Skip Rosenstock
Erwin R. Sackin Nini & Skip Rosenstock
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Preparing, serving, or delivering food to low-income residents of 
our community on Thanksgiving and Christmas is a long-time 
tradition at Beth Torah. This holiday season we are switching 
venues from Pleasant Green Baptist Church to the Kansas City 
Community Kitchen at 750 Paseo Boulevard. The facility is 
located directly across the street from Kansas City University of 
Medicine and Biosciences.

The Kitchen, which is adminis-
tered by Episcopal Community 
Services (transitioning to the new 
name of “NourishKC”), stresses 
“dining with dignity” and spurns 
the old “soup kitchen” model, using a restaurant approach to 
providing meals to their guests. Guests are seated by a host and 
are given meal and beverage options that are delivered by servers. 
The chefs are students at a culinary training program.

Healthy meals are a high priority of the Kitchen. Aware that 
some guests suffer from diabetes, desserts are not served with 
meals. Nutrition is key to meal planning. The Kitchen has 
received national publicity with features appearing on NBC 
Nightly News and Good Morning America. Watch the NBC clip 
on this website. We are extremely proud to be partnering with 
this program for the 2017 holidays. 

Both holiday shifts run from 10:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. Kitchen 
staff takes care of food preparation, while volunteers seat the 
guests, take meal orders, provide beverage service, and serve the 
food. On Thanksgiving, we have four slots to fill while Christ-
mas Day we need 17 members to work at the kitchen. Children 
over 10 are welcome to join their family and adult supervision is 
required for each child under 14 years of age. The Kitchen will 
serve about 150-350 meals at lunch, so if you choose to volun-
teer you must be committed to attend. Hats, long pants, and 
closed toed-shoes are required. 

You can sign-up by contacting Scott Franklin at 913-645-1036 
or by email. Members may wish to sign-up directly at the Kansas 
City Kitchen website for our event. We hope that our service at 
the Kitchen becomes a tradition not only at these holidays but 
throughout the year.

Volunteers Needed
The Social Action Committee is focusing on food sustainabili-
ty this year from the perspectives of food cultivation, distribu-
tion, education, and advocacy. We are looking for a few good 
people to help direct our efforts to areas that advance Com-
mittee objectives and engage Beth Torah members. For this 
year we will work in collaboration with organizations that have 
a history of successful and innovative projects. You will not be 
asked to attend a lot of meetings. The priority is to identify 
great programming opportunities, publicize these events, and 
get broad congregational participation.
If you are interested in becoming a committee member or 
learning more about our mission please email Scott Franklin 
or by call 913-645-1036. AND THE WORK OF

TZEDAKAH SHALL BRING PEACE.
ISAIAH 32:17

Community 
Kitchen

http://episcopalcommunity.org
mailto:sfranklin8%40att.net?subject=
http://vmx.me/LRVVQDZU
http://vmx.me/LRVVQDZU
mailto:sfranklin8%40att.net?subject=
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• COMMUNITY NEWS •

JFS Nov. 5 Annual Meeting Honors Volunteers, 
Leadership Changes

On Sunday, November 5th, Jewish Family Services will hold its 
Annual Meeting welcoming new board president, Fay Balk, and 
recognize outgoing JFS President David Kaseff for his service to 
the agency.

The JFS Annual Meeting will take place at 10:30 a.m. in the 
Social Hall of the Jewish Community Campus. The entire com-
munity is invited to attend. 

During the gathering, several volunteer awards will be given to 
individuals honoring them for their dedication to supporting 
JFS’ mission. The prestigious Bernstein Humanitarian Award 
will be given to Rich Hastings for his support and commitment 
to the JFS family.

While the event is free, reservations are required by October 31st. 
For reservations, please contact JFS Development Director Vanessa 
Herring at 913-327-8299 or email her. 

Career Skills & Connections Can Help You With 
Free Resume & Linked In Review

Career Skills & Connections (CSC) is offering a special you 
won’t want to miss!

Schedule a 30-minute resume or LinkedIn review with a CSC 
professional career coach—FREE! You will also learn about all 
the services CSC offers in the community.

CSC is a joint program of Jewish Family Services and Jewish 
Vocational Service that offers a comprehensive array of services, 
including career coaching, workshops covering basic technical 
skills, peer support and job development. Its primary focus is to 
assist the underemployed, unemployed and those in career tran-
sition. This summer special on resume review provides people 
the opportunity to test out the program and see all the benefits 
it has to offer.

To schedule your free review, contact Cari Boasberg by calling 
913-730-1449 or email her. Appointments are limited.

Jewish Spiritual Content Available Online
A wealth of Jewish spiritual content is available literally at your 
fingertips, with the help of your computer, tablet, television or 
smartphone. Things such as Hebrew lessons, lectures from 92nd 
Street Y, news from Israel, Jewish music, and Sabbath and Daily 
Minyan services. 

A list of internet resources for viewing and listening to Judaic 
content can be found on the Jewish Family Services website. 
These resources are particularly convenient for older adults 
or those who may be homebound. You also will find tips for 
accessing content via hi-definition internet television. 

For more information on Judaic content online, contact JFS’ 
Chaplaincy program. If you need technical assistance access-
ing these resources, JFS offers assistance through its 
Help@Home membership-based program. Both can be 
reached at 913-327-8250. 

JFS Offers Variety Of Older Adults Programs
As we age, sometimes we need a little assistance maneuvering 
life’s daily tasks. Jewish Family Services offers a variety of ser-
vices, counseling and more to help older adults. Those resourc-
es include Help@Home—providing access to a community 
handyman to assist with tasks, JET Express—a volunteer driving 
program, comprehensive and care management services as well as 
counseling. Details on these resources may be easily found here, 
or call JFS at 913-327-8250.

We’re here to help make life easier for you!

THANK YOU...
...for bringing a bag of food and/or paper 

products to donate EVERY time you 
enter the building.

mailto:vherring%40jfskc.org?subject=
mailto:cboasberg%40jfskc.org?subject=
http://www.jfskc.org/judaic-content
http://www.jfskc.org/services/older-adult-services

