
CONFIRMATION
2017/5777

Sunday, May 28, 2017 | 3 Sivan 5777 | 10:00 a.m.
The members of the 

Congregation Beth Torah Confirmation Class of 2017/5777 
invite you to celebrate with them at their Confirmation Service 

and to join them for lunch hosted by their families following worship.

Talia Faye Chase
Max Samuel Gates
Megan Sarah Gates

Kallen Aerith Haun
Tara Lani Kaplan

Confirmation is not graduation from religious school. It is a lifecycle event to 
welcome the most recent class of students to Congregation Beth Torah and to 

listen to their religious messages. Please plan to attend this service and 
celebrate with these students and their families.

Thank you to this year’s Confirmation Mentors: 
Phyllis Goldberg, Ellen Taylor, Dave Zucker, and Zach Zwibelman.

Beth Torah Blood Drive
Wednesday, May 10th | 2:30 to 6:30 p.m.

Just stop by and walk in. No appointment necessary.
For additional details contact Scott Franklin at

(913) 645-1036 or sfranklin8@att.net

YOUR DONATION MATTERS!
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Visit the website for the complete 
Beth Torah May calendar

Saturday, May 6th
• BTTY Trip to Science City

Sunday, May 7th
• Annual Meeting
• Aleza Myer Memorial 

Mitzvah Day

Monday, May 8th
• Contemplation Night

Wednesday, May 10th
• Blood Drive

Thursday, May 11th
• Lunch and Learn 

Friday, May 19th
• Stay-n-Play Board Games

Sunday, May 21st
• CloudBursT: Jewish Poetry Event

Friday, May 26th
• Shabbat Huddle

Sunday, May 28th
• Confirmation

Tuesday, May 30th
• Erev Shavuout
• Outdoor Picnic
• Worship including Camper and 

High School Farewells
• Adult Education Series

Wednesday, May 31st
• Shavout Morning Worship 

Including a Yizkor Service

https://goo.gl/qrHVca
https://goo.gl/qrHVca
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Tzimtzum and the Future
A Sacred Partnership defines the relationship between rabbis and 
congregations. It includes the relationship between the rabbi and 
individual congregants as well as with the lay-leadership. It is based 
on the Jewish idea of brit, covenant. A brit is more than a contract; 
a brit is like a marriage; a happy marriage! Every brit requires 
some give and take. As your newly-installed rabbi, we have had 
our wedding ceremony —a beautiful event for which I am most 
thankful to all. Now that we are legal, it is good to think about how 
we continue to develop our relationship. Eugene B. Borowitz talks 
about the idea of tzimtzum and how it applies to our brit. 
According to Borowitz, tzimtzum came about as a response to the 
question: If God is everywhere, how can there be any place outside 
for God to create in? The great Medieval Kabbalist Isaac Luria 
suggests that creation begins with an act of contraction, tzimtzum. 
God must first withdraw into God-self in order to create.
Borowitz concludes, “Leaders, by their power, have a greater field 
of presence than most people do. When they move into a room 
they seem to fill the space around them. The Lurianic model of 
leadership has, as its first step, contraction. The leader withholds 
presence and power so that the followers may have some place in 
which to be.” 

Another way of expressing it, is to say that tzimtzum is another 
name for humility. Each one of us needs to feel a sense of humility 
before we can create something new and different. Having our 
relationship guided by a brit that includes tzimtzum will allow us 

both to be creative in a way that preserves what we consider to be 
the “identity” of our congregation.
There is no way to tell how far we can go along the path of 
change and regeneration, but my sense of humility tells me 
that much is unknown about our future. My humility comes 
from the realization that we are all in this together. In the new 
Machzor we find this daunting interpretative reading of the 
prayer Untaneh Tokef:  

“A day of ultimate questions
Will I still be here next year at this time
with the ones I love beside me?
What is in store for my family?
And what will become of my friends?[...]
Who will be missing when we gather next?
On the edge of the unknown we tremble:
What lies ahead for us all?
An empty page
An open book
Nothing is written and nothing is sealed.”

Indeed, as we walk together the path of life, we make space for 
the future to unfold in front of our very own eyes. It is the space 
we both, rabbi and congregation, create as we open our hearts 
to exploring tzimtzum that will determine the answer to some of 
these questions; that will delineate, at the same time, the contours 
of what we shall call no longer “yours” or “mine,” but “ours,” as we 
continue our sacred partnership into the future.

A Note from Rabbi Javier Cattapan

What an amazing installation 
weekend we had! Thanks to all 
the staff, lay leadership and our 
tireless volunteers for making 
the celebration exciting, fun, 
warm and memorable for my 
family and me. We are truly 
blessed to share this sacred 
b’rit with all of you.

- Rabbi Javier Cattapan

Delving into Mishkan HaNefesh: 
The New High Holidays Machzor

Upcoming Adult Ed sessions that will introduce you 
to the inspiration, tradition and innovation 

to be found in these amazing books.

• Tuesday, May 30th, 8:30 p.m.–10:00 p.m.
The Evolution of the Torah Service: Old Read-
ings, New Readings, Problematic Readings. 
Facilitated by Rabbi Cattapan.

• Wednesday, June 21st, 7:00 p.m.–8:30 p.m.
The New Shofar Service: Tradition and Innova-
tion. Facilitated by Rabbi Levin.

• Sunday, July 9th, 3:00 p.m.–5:00 p.m.
The Music & Poetry of the High Holy Days: 
Unlocking the Soul of the New Machzor. 
Facilitated by Emily Tummons & Judith Evnen.

• Friday, August 11th, 7:30 p.m.–9:00 p.m. 
After Erev Shabbat services. 
Oneg Shabbat treats served.
From Sacrifices to Machzor: High Holy Day 
practices throughout history. 
Facilitated by Rabbi Kleinman, new Director 
of Lifelong Learning.

• Saturday, September 30th 
Yom Kippur Afternoon: 
The Afternoon Service: An Interactive Experience. 
Facilitated by Rabbi Cattapan and Emily 
Tummons.
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A Holy Day for Renewal & Elevation

• • • • •
Erev Shavuot, Tuesday evening, May 30th 

All activities held, rain or shine

6:00 p.m. Outdoor picnic
Bring your outdoor games and a dinner to enjoy in our back yard. 
We will have the badminton net set up. 

7:00 p.m. Erev Shavuot Worship 
Including Camper and High School Farewells

8:30ish (After Erev Shavuot Worship and Kiddush)
Part 1 of our 4 part Adult Education series: 
Gold and Silver, zahav vachesef
Delving into Mishkan HaNefesh, The New High Holy Days Machzor
The Evolution of the Torah Service: Old Readings, New Readings, 

Problematic Readings
Rabbi Cattapan will be leading this introduction into these 

amazing prayer books. 
Dairy Desserts will be served.

• • • • •

Shavuot morning, Wednesday, May 31st
10:30 a.m. Shavuot morning worship in our sanctuary. 

This worship service will contain a Yizkor service. 

The Beth Torah office will be closed due to the holiday.

Camp Farewell
Is your Beth Torah student going to a Jewish overnight camp or Israel trip this summer? 
Please join us at our Erev Sukkot Picnic and Worship on Tuesday, May 30th. We will 
call all of our “travelers” up for a special blessing and the Youth Activities and Education 
Committee will have a Camp Farewell bag of goodies for each student. Please RSVP to 
mrittmaster@beth-torah.org to let her know the name of the camp and the dates they 
will be in attendance. Beth Torah wants to write a letter to each of our campers. You 
know how kids away from home like to get mail!!

High School Farewell
Calling all High School Grads! We hope to see you at our Erev Sukkot Picnic and 
Worship on Tuesday, May 30th. The Gift Shop at Beth Torah wants all graduates to 
have a mezuzah for their dorm room. Please RSVP to mrittmaster@beth-torah.org so 
we will have your gift wrapped mezuzah waiting for you!

Our Pillars
We are a vibrant, modern 

Reform Jewish congregation 
where everyone matters.

Congregation Beth Torah:
Embraces Energizes
Illuminates Inspires
Responds Connects 

FOR MORE INFORMATION
Phone: (913) 498-2212

Fax: (913) 498-1071
6100 West 127th Street

Overland Park, KS 66209
Email: info@beth-torah.org

Website: beth-torah.org
Facebook:

facebook.com/CongregationBethTorah

OFFICERS
Co-Presidents ..........................Matt and Shanna Haun
First Vice President .................................... Barry Katz
Vice President .......................................Bonnie Swade
Vice President ......................................Elisa Waldman
Secretary ............................................ SueAnn Strom
Treasurer .............................................Mike Ginsberg
Immediate Past President .................... Linda Zappulla

BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
Boyd Bolter
June Crane
Mike Fine

Miki Herman
Frank Sterneck

Tom Cohen
Todd Davisson

Amy Kane
Bob Milgrim
Genna Stowe

BTTY President .................................. Rylee Hendrikse

STAFF 
Senior Rabbi .............................Rabbi Javier Cattapan
Founding Rabbi ...........Rabbi Mark Levin, D.D., D.H.L.
Music Director.................................... Emily Tummons
Director of Operations ............................. Laura Intfen
Director of Finance ................................... Tara Hyder
Interim Director of Education .......... Marcia Rittmaster
Program Coordinator .............................Lezlie Zucker
Office Manager ...................................Robin O’Bryan
Administrative Assistant ...................... Sharon Altman
Administrative Assistant ...................Alyssa Schildhorn
Bookkeeper............................................ Barbara Kitt
Choir Director ..................................... Carmen Dieker 
Communications Associate .......................... Sara Glass
Tekiah Editor .......................................... Laura Bolter
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Payment Method

Check enclosed in the amount of $ ________________ (Please make check payable to CBT)

Charge credit card (below) in the amount of $ ________________

Name on card:  _____________________________________________________________________________

Card Number: 

           Expiration Date: __________/__________         Verification Code: 

Congregation Beth Torah 6100 West 127th Street, Overland Park, Kansas 66209 (913) 498-2212 Fax: (913) 498-1071

Generosity Opportunity Form

In honor of
Rabbi Cattapan’s Installation

APRIL 28-30 2017

Thank you to everyone who attended, planned, participated in and supported our Installation Weekend. 
There is still time to offer tzedakah in honor of Rabbi Cattapan.

Be generous.
Given our long-standing tradition of social justice and feeding 
the hungry, the Installation Celebration would not be complete 
without pausing to continue to fight against food insecurity! 
Our neighbors should not go hungry while we are celebrating 
this joyous occasion.

At the same time, take this opportunity to make a gift to the 
congregation of the new Reform Movement Machzor,  
Mishkan HaNefesh in honor of Rabbi Cattapan’s Installation.

Generosity Opportunities:
$54: A two book set of Mishkan HaNefesh including a personal 

nameplate commemorating your gift.

$46: Help buy one month’s groceries for the seven county area 
through the Jewish Family Services food pantry.

$100: Double Mitzvah—do both!

Donations may be made by check or credit card. Please return this form to the Beth Torah office.
If you are paying by credit card, you may fax the form to: (913) 498-1071. 
You can also call in your donation at (913) 498-2212 or visit our website.

Machzor donated in honor of
the installation of

Rabbi Javier E. Cattapan
by

April 29, 2017 / 3 Iyar 5777

Your Name Here

Nameplate Wording for the Machzor:

Visa Mastercard Discover

For internal use: 
Donor has been added to spreadsheet

on ___________ by ___________

http://beth-torah.org
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Joel H. Winston
Social Justice

Program

IN CONJUNCTION
WITH THE If I am not for myself,

who will be for me?
If I am only for myself,

what am I?
If not now, when?

Aleza Myer Memorial 

Mitzvah Day
MAY 7 2017 /  11  IYAR 5777

9:00 a.m. • Bagels, Donuts, and  Community
Hinei mah tov u’mah naim  shevet achim gam yachad.

How good and how pleasant it is that brothers and sisters dwell together. 
Psalm 133:1

10:10 a.m. • Annual Meeting
Mitzvot related to tzorchei tzibbur,  the needs of the community.  … I have 

become to them a small  sanctuary in the countries  to which they have gone.
Ezekiel 11:16

Participate in the life of our small sanctuary. 
 Hear the voices of Beth Torah  and let your voice be heard 

as we make important decisions about our community together. 

12:00 p.m. • Lunch (includes GF option)
The saying goes:  “The belly carries the feet.”

Midrash Rabbah, Bereishit 70

1:00 p.m. • Activities
Work side by side with your community as we become  like the noten ner 

la’ma’or, one who gives funds for heat and light, and practice hidur mitzvah, 
the embellishment of a mitzvah,  working on internal and external upkeep of 
our Sanctuary.  At the same time, we reach out to the community, honoring 

the old and wise, relieving our neighbor of burdens, and practicing keruv, 
drawing our neighbor close to us (and God).

 4:00 p.m. • “Mitzvah-dalah”

Landscaping
Help the outside crew cut down dead trees, 
grind stumps, and plant grass seed. We will also 
be berming around the building. Adults only
(Liability Waiver Required) Limit 15

Fire Pit & Trail
Bring your tools and gloves to help clean up and 
repair the fire pit area and benches and clean up
the trail. All ages.

Window Washing
Add sparkle and shine to the windows around
Beth Torah! We’ll be cleaning inside and out. 
Teens & adults.

Painting
Help give Beth Torah a fresh coat of neutral 
colors. Teens & adults. Experience preferred.

Sanctuary Support
Team Repair will repair prayer book holders, then 
Team Polish will give the pews a polish!
All ages with adult supervision.

Triangle Triage
Help our confirmation pictures fly right! We’ll 
add stabilizing feet to the pictures and re-hang 
them with an eye for design! Teens & adults.

Make History
Help create scrapbooks of Beth Torah’s history.
Ages 8 & Up.

Bake for Beth Torah & Beyond
Bake for Shabbat Onegs. We’ll provide the 
recipe and ingredients, you provide the cheffing! 
While the goodies are baking, help clean and 
organize the CBT kitchen and pantry! (time slots 
will be emailed to RSVP-ers.) All ages with adult 
supervision.

Soulful Soup
Create delicious soup mixes at Beth Torah for care 
packages to help feed the hungry. Adults only.

Bedding for Beasts
Create blankets and beds for our furry friends at 
local animal shelters. All ages.

Build the Perfect Birthday
Create birthday boxes that will be distributed 
to local children who would otherwise not have 
a birthday party. Come help pack and decorate 
these boxes so that they will delight! All ages.

Birthday Cards for Seniors
Share your inner artist while preparing birthday 
cards for the residents of Village Shalom and our 
own over-80-years-young members. All ages.

Bubble Blowing Bliss
Bubble blowing has been shown to decrease 
stress and increase calm and focus. Help build 
bubble blowing kits for kids at homeless shelters. 
All ages.

Walk-ups the day of are welcome!
We come together to honor the memory of Mitzvah Day champion Aleza Myer as we uphold the principles and 
 commandments (mitzvot) of our faith. We have planned a collection of maintenance tasks inside and outside the 
building (If I am not for myself, who will be for me), as well as projects that will benefit the community around us. 

(If I am only for myself, who am I?)

To sign up, call or email the office: (913) 498-2212 / info@beth-torah.org
(We will also have sign-up tables available some Fridays and Sundays)
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We have so much to kvell about! Just a 
few days ago, we celebrated Rabbi Javier 
Cattapan’s official installation as our 
spiritual guide and community leader. 
Rabbi Cattapan’s been our rabbi for 10 
months now and we’re really just getting 
to know him (have you seen the pictures 
with his new puppy?). We look forward 
to many, many happy years together!

Add to this our new Director of Lifelong 
Learning, Rabbi Monica Kleinman, and 
things are really shaping up for our future 
as a congregation! Be sure to join us 
for the Annual Meeting (and then later 
Mitzvah Day) starting at 10:10 a.m. on 
Sunday, May 7th to hear about some of 
the accomplishments for this past year, 
vote on board members & officers, vote 
on the budget, see a video from Monica 
and help us recognize the contributions 
of two departing staff members—Marcia 
Rittmaster and Lezlie Zucker.

Marcia is finishing out her year as our 
Interim Director of Education. Thank 
you Marcia for everything you’ve done 
with our kids and for Beth Torah not just 
in this past year, but all the years that 
came before. Your willingness to step in 
and take on this role (this one last time, 
we promise) allowed us to spend the 
time and find the right person to succeed 
you in bringing a dynamic educational 
experience to our congregation. We hope 
you enjoy your retirement and that we 
still see you around Beth Torah often.

Lezlie joined us just last July for a 
predefined one-year stint as Programming 
Coordinator. In these short 10 months, 
she has brought us some exciting new 
programs and left a lasting impression 
on Beth Torah. Beth Torah’s Got Talent 
was so much fun. We didn’t know our 
community had so many truly wonderful 
artists, singers, chefs and more. Then, 
Trumah for Troops helped us brighten the 

day of Israeli soldiers during the holidays 
and added a new, fresh activity to our 
Joel Winston Social Justice Program. 
Thank you Lezlie for sharing your ideas 
and passions with us and we hope you 
continue bringing those as a volunteer.

Please take a moment at the Annual 
Meeting or over the next couple months 
to reach out to Marcia & Lezlie to express 
your appreciation for their hard work.

We also want to take this time to let you 
know that we will be stepping down 
as co-presidents after this first term. 
It has been our honor and pleasure to 
work for this congregation and with 
such a dedicated group of volunteers 
and staff. There are so many things 
going on in a congregation such as ours, 
especially now with all the excitement 
of having Rabbi Cattapan installed and 
welcoming Monica to our community. 
We feel unable to provide the dedicated 
focus that the congregation, staff and 
board need and deserve due to our 
recent life changes. We want to thank 
the community for your overwhelming 
support of our daughter Kallie’s 
transition. It really lightens the heart 
to know that there’s a safe place for her 
here. And, THANK YOU Barry Katz for 
returning to the role of President to finish 
out our second year! You’ve done some 
many great things here at Beth Torah and 
we’re lucky to have you in our lives and as 
part of our community.

Last thing, don’t forget about 
Confirmation on May 28th. Everyone is 
invited to come and hear what our newest 
members and the future of the Reform 
movement have to say. Every year, we 
find the service and words of our youth 
inspiring and affirming. We hope you can 
join us!

Matt and Shanna Haun, Co-Presidents
HaunCBTPresidents@gmail.comPresidents’ Corner

2017 Annual Meeting 
May 7th • 10:10 a.m.

Join us after family worship as we 
plan for fiscal year 2017/2018 with 
these items on the agenda:

Budget
Board of Trustees slate
By-Laws changes
Electronic greeting from our new 

Director of Lifelong Learning
Gratitude to the Educator Search 

Committee
Upcoming Beth Torah programs 

and plans!

You should have received a packet 
including your proxy. If you cannot 
make the annual meeting, please fill 
out your proxy and return it to Beth 
Torah. Email proxies stating who you 
would like to give your vote to are 
accepted. Email those to Laura Intfen. 

Make the Annual Meeting just part 
of your day of giving and check out 
the Mitzvah Day information in this 
Tekiah. There is a plethora of choices 
for you.

TORAH PORTION
AND HAFTARAH

May 5/6 | 10 Iyar
Parashat Acharei-Kedoshim
May 12/13 | 17 Iyar
Parashat Emor
May 19/20 | 24 Iyar
Parashat Behar-Behukkotai
May 26/27 | 2 Sivan
Parashat Bemidbar

mailto:lintfen%40beth-torah.org?subject=
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Laura Intfen, Director of Operations
lintfen@beth-torah.orgConnections

Counting the Omer…and the Presidents.

Forty Nine days from Exodus to Redemp-
tion. The Counting of the Omer is part 
of the Jewish world this time of year. Just 
as the turning over of the Board members 
is part of the Congregational world this 
time of year. 

I hope to see you all at the Annual Meeting 
on May 7th at 10:10 am in the sanctuary. 
We have some important “stuff’ to do. 

There is budget work and there are by 
laws changes and these are very import-
ant. But, also at that meeting, you will be 
approving the new slate of Board Mem-
bers and Officers. The most visible being 
the Congregational President.

A year ago, we did something unique and 
new and elected Co-Presidents to lead 
our congregation. It made so much sense. 
Shanna had co-chaired the Rabbi Search 
Committee and Matt had been on the 
board for a number of years, and so with 
Rabbi Cattapan joining our community 
on July 1st, the Hauns were a fit like a 
hand in a glove. I want to thank them 
both for working together with each other 
and with the congregation so seamlessly. 

Not every twosome can navigate the jour-
ney of a new rabbi in a congregation of 
hundreds of families and keep us on track. 
But our membership has stabilized, our 
school grew and as a congregation we are 
now looking forward and not checking 
our rear view mirrors. What a nice feeling. 

What a perfect time to bring on Barry 
Katz. Shanna and Matt did what they set 
out to do. They have chosen, for personal 
reasons, to step off the board and support 
the congregation in other ways in the 
upcoming year. Rabbi Cattapan begins 
year two with 12 months of knowledge of 
CBT and CBT ways under his belt and 
with a new Director of Lifelong Learning 
onboard, so it is a perfect time to load 
up the office of the President with an old 
hand. Not that Barry is old. Let’s call him 
an experienced hand. 

Seventeen years ago, from 2000-2002, 
Barry Katz was the President of Beth Torah. 
He has been on the Executive Committee 
as a Vice President the past few years, and 
now he has once again accepted the mantel 
of responsibility. He once again said “Yes” 
to add his experience, love of our com-
munity and his thoughtful, level decision 

making skills to our 
list of Presidents. 

Barry, Shanna, 
Matt and all the 
presidents that have 
come before them, 
and the ones that 
will follow, are all 
volunteers. All of 
our lay leaders do 
what they do because of their commitment 
to our community. As a staff member, I 
count on them. As congregants, you count 
on them. As a chavurah of Beth Torah 
leaders they count on each other.

This is the time of year when we count 
the Omer. This ancient tradition  
encourages self-improvement and creates 
mindfulness. This time of year we also 
welcome a new slate of lay leaders and 
this year welcome a new president. It is 
appropriate to let them, and all of our lay 
leaders know that they can count on us, 
as we count on them to work together to 
improve Beth Torah and to be mindful of 
the hours and effort these special volun-
teers pour into our community. 

They are a blessing.

Committing your Support to Beth Torah
You will be receiving your Membership 
Commitment Forms for the 2017/2018 fis-
cal year in the mail this month. Please look 
for them and return them as soon as you 
can. Your returned pledge helps us budget 
moving forward. Please remember as you 
fill out your forms that it will cost you less 
to set up an automatic payment system 
through your bank. These secure transac-
tions can be set up easily. Details will be on 
your form. Our goal is 100% of the Mem-
bership Commitment Forms returned to 
us by June 15th. So please make your first 
act of support for Beth Torah for this fiscal 
year the act of returning your form.

Something New: You will see a new op-
tion on your Membership Commitment 
Form this year. You will have the opportu-
nity to directly impact another Beth Torah 
family with tzedakah. We have many fami-
lies in our congregation that cannot afford 
to support this community the way they 
would like to. Look for the box on YOUR 
form to help out these members in need 
and strengthen our community.

Something Old: As in year’s past, if you 
have questions regarding your Member-
ship Commitment Form, or your Mem-
bership Commitment in general, answers 

are an email or phone call away. Our 
Director of Finance, Tara Hyder and I are 
easy to reach. To email click below:

Tara Hyder
Laura Intfen

Or, you can reach us at (913) 498-2212.

Thank you for your continual and gener-
ous support of the Beth Torah communi-
ty and the work that we all do together.

– Laura Intfen
Director of Operations & 

Supporting Member
Congregation Beth Torah

mailto:thyder%40beth-torah.org?subject=
mailto:lintfen%40beth-torah.org?subject=
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Marcia Rittmaster, Interim Director of Education
mrittmaster@beth-torah.orgReligious School

“Will I miss getting up early every Sunday morning to be here at 7:30 a.m.? 
Probably not, but I will always treasure the opportunity afforded to me to come 
back for one more “hurrah” and to help out the congregation and school I love.”

The months of April and May have been packed with a flurry 
of fun events! I can’t believe that school will end on May 7th. 
Didn’t we just have our opening day??

When I was asked to come out of retirement for this one 
additional year, I had no idea what was in store for me. There 
had been quite a few changes to the program and I didn’t know 
what to anticipate. What had become “rote” to me after almost 
20 years now required me to think differently and adapt.

It was an exciting year and from what I hear, a positive one for 
everyone. I know that people keep saying “thank you” to me 
and I do appreciate that. However, I am the one who needs to 
be thanking people. 

Thank you to the Congregation Beth Torah staff for helping 
me accomplish this more than full time job in fewer hours. All 
of you are wonderful to work with. We really are a true family! 
It was a true gift to work with Rabbi Javier Cattapan (I can’t 
say our “new rabbi” anymore because you will be reading this 
after his installation). I can say that Beth Torah has a treasure in 
having him as our rabbi. 

The Weiner Religious School Faculty and youth professionals 
are, to a person, awesome! I had the privilege of working with 
many of them before, but our new additions to the faculty fit 

right in. I’ve enjoyed mentoring them and I loved seeing them 
brought into the fold by teachers who had been here for many 
years. They are talented, smart and loving women and men. I 
am thrilled to report they will all be returning next year!

It was a treat to see our madrichim take on more responsibility 
this year. Having them run our chuggim program gives them 
more responsibility and they rose to the occasion. Not only 
did they learn new skills through this responsibility, it gave our 
younger students more exposure to these role models.

I am so excited to hand over the reins of the ARJE Accredited 
Weiner Religious School to Rabbi Monica Kleinman. I know 
you will all give her a warm welcome and will enjoy her lead-
ership for many years to come. She is an outstanding educator 
with a warm and winning personality. Another big “score” for 
Congregation Beth Torah!

Will I miss getting up early every Sunday morning to be here at 
7:30 a.m.? Probably not, but I will always treasure the opportu-
nity afforded to me to come back for one more “hurrah” and to 
help out the congregation and school I love.

With love and appreciation, 
Marcia 

May Activities at the 
ARJE Accredited 

Weiner Religious School
Breakfast Sponsors

Thank you to the following families 
for recently added special treats!

• Jay and Andrea Zwibelman
• Marcia Rittmaster in honor of the Beth 

Torah Weiner Religious School Faculty 
& Madrichim

• The Hammontree Family in honor of 
the Bagel Walk & Talk

• Gregg and Miki Herman in honor of 
Sophia’s 10th Birthday

• Nathan and Mikki Bowen in honor of 
Emma’s 10th Birthday

• Ziva Patt-Rappaport

Celebrating Hebrew Birthdays
On Sunday, May 7th, we’ll be celebrating 
the last of our Weiner Religious School 
Hebrew birthdays at Family Worship.  
Those with a birthday during the Hebrew 
months of Iyar, Sivan, Tamuz and Av will 
be called up to receive a Yom Huledet 
Sameach sticker and we’ll all sing a special 
Hebrew birthday song in their honor.

Maury Antoniewicz, Shaun Anton-
iewicz, Noah Beznovsky, Samuel 
Beznovsky, Alyson Boehm, Emma Bow-
en, Talia Chase, Diana Hurst, Avital 
Falicov, Jill Franklin, Lauren Frumkin, 
Delilah Rose Garcia, Arlo Hennecke, 
Sophia Herman, Iola Hoskins, Samu-
el Kerstein, Addison Kessler, Sydney 
Kitt, Evelyn Latman, Kiersten Metcalf, 
Jonathan Raymond, Samuel Reicher, 

Elizabeth Simpson, Elliot Spizman, Noa 
Falicov, Nathan Stowe, Robbye Tim-
merman, Elaine Tobias, Elijah Toniazzo, 
and Zoe Weneck.

May 
Weiner Religious School 

Calendar
Sunday, May 7

• Last Day of Religious School for Pre-K 
through 5th Grade

• Celebrate Iyar, Sivan, Tamuz and Av 
Birthdays

• Presentation of the Marcia Rittmaster 
Teacher of the Year Award for 5777

Wednesday, May 10

• Last Session of T.A.G. Classes
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This past month BTTY has been very 
busy. Our Lounge Night on April 
15th was very successful and everyone 
that attended had an amazing time, 
especially with our relay race. Thanks 
to everyone that joined us and brought 
clothes for Goodwill, with them! We 
also had our last Chavurah of the year 
up in Colorado. We had a marvelous 

time and cannot wait for next year!

This month BTTY will be wrapping up the school year with 
an amazing event at Science City on May 6th. Tickets need to 
be purchased online ahead of time on the Science City website; 
please purchase for the time slot of 3 pm-5 pm! Also, please 
RSVP here so we know how many drivers we will need!

As always, BTTY board meetings are open to all 8th-12th graders 
interested in learning what is going on in BTTY. Please email me 
if you plan to attend so we order enough pizza!

As the program year closes for BTTY, I need to thank all of the 
adults who offered their support during the year to help us reach 
our goals. We want to thank our new advisor, Alexa Kitt, and 
her “assistant," Zach Zwibelman for attending our programs and 
helping us with the planning. We appreciate the support of the 
Board of Trustees who gave us opportunities to give back to the 
Congregation. We would also like to thank our Interim Director 

of Education, Marcia Rittmaster, for all she has done for us over 
the past year. Last but not least, there is no way we could have 
been successful without the love and support of our parents—they 
donated, schlepped, served, and were always there for us whenever 
we needed them. We are grateful to all of them!

Watch for the news of the new BTTY board for the 2017-2018 
school year in next month’s article! Have a great end of the 
school year! – Rylee Hendrikse, BTTY President

TWYG Thank You
Thank you to all of our TWYG parent volunteers that put 
together fun events for our 3rd, 4th & 5th Graders this year: 
Michele Frumkin, Stephanie Kolb, Debbie & Bob Hennecke, 
Genna Stowe, Brandi Fisher and Elizabeth Lenz. We need help 
planning programs for the 2017-18 school year. Thank you to 
Drew and Elizabeth Lenz and Gina and Eric Rosenwald for 
already volunteering. If YOU are interested in helping next year, 
contact Marcia Rittmaster.

JYG Program Brainstorming
SAVE THE DATE! All 2017-18 6th, 7th & 8th Graders 
are invited to meet with JYG Advisor, Zach Zwibelman to 
brainstorm ideas for next year’s programs during the Erev 
Shavuot Picnic on Tuesday, May 30th. Bring your creativity! 
Ice cream treats will be served!

Youth News

WEINER RELIGIOUS SCHOOL REGISTRATION FOR 2017-18
Hopefully, you have already completed and updated a registration form for each of your children for the 2017-18 school year. If 
you are enrolling a new student or missed our other opportunities to enroll, NOW is the time to take care of this important task. 
We are building classes and want to make sure we have up-to-date and accurate information for all of our students. We’ll still be 
doing registration on Sunday, May 7th or you can stop by the Beth Torah office at any time.

Mark your calendars for Sunday, September 10th as the first day of Religious School for the 2017/2018 School Year.
HINT: There will be pancakes involved.

Thank you fellow CBT 
members, guests 

and furry friends for 
participating in the first 

Bagel Walk ’n’ Talk 
on April 30th. Proceeds from 

the event support the Installation 
Weekend as well as our chosen beneficiary 

the SPEAKUP Foundation. 
We look forward to growing this event next year with even 
more participation! If you are interested in volunteering on 

the committee, please email Samantha Hammontree.

CloudBursT: 
A Jewish Poetry Event

Sunday, May 21st  | 2:00–4:00 p.m.
Come join us to hear poets of all ages 

and faith traditions read original poems 
on Jewish themes.

Our 2nd annual CloudBursT 
will once again be held 

in a traditional coffeehouse format, 
including food and drink (even wine!)

https://goo.gl/8hT2mB
mailto:r.roo%40swbell.net?subject=
mailto:mrittmaster%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:shammontree8%40gmail.com?subject=
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The 2017 Composers:

Jim Abel
Rachel Black
Carmen Dieker
Howard Iceberg
Jill Fine
Kris Gray
Tim Intfen
Cantor Sharon Kohn
Stu Lewis
Rabbi Jonathan Rudnick
Linda Salvay
Warren Sickel
Roberta Solomon
Emily Tummons
Rabbi Scott White
Lezlie Zucker

The 2017 Performers:

The composers
CBT Adult Choir
CBT Women’s Group
CBT Men’s Group
CBT Kids Choir
Rabbi Scott and his 

Musical Friends
Kol Ami Musicians
Cantorial Ensemble
Rabbi Doug Alpert
Emma Benson
Rabbi Javier Cattapan
Randy Deutch
Weber Ingersoll
Brent Marriott

The Volunteers and Staff 
who helped our concert 

run smoothly:

Ron Altman
Jim Appelbaum
Boyd Bolter
Jim Decker
Jill Fine
Mike Fine
Henri Goettel
Laura Intfen
Jim Kaplan
Eric Morgenstern
Larry Myer
Stan Osman
Nina Shik
Eva Steiner  
Lezlie Zucker
Jay & Andrea Zwibelman

The Generous Givers of 
Our Supporters Circle:

Sharon & Jeff Altman
Thomas A. Cohen
Martha Gershun & Don Goldman
The Gift Shop of Beth Torah
Jo-Ann Harris
Jim & Kelly Kaplan
John Lantos & Martha Montello
David & Nina Shik
SueAnn Strom
Emily Tummons & Hunter 
Christophersen
Jay & Andrea Zwibelman
and anonymous donors

Enjoy this photo spread from last month’s concert, directed by Emily Tummons, featuring 22 original songs written by 16 local com-
posers. Beth Torah members invited their friends and families, and the whole KC Jewish community, filling the sanctuary on Sunday 
afternoon, April 2nd. For two hours, listeners were treated to spectacularly diverse styles of Jewish music, from reggae to klezmer to 
meditative to doo-wap. Check out our Beth Torah YouTube page to watch video clips from this concert. All video and photos were taken 
by Cat Szalkowski. 

2nd Annual Spring Session
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Asa Samuel Maker, son of 
Stephanie Kolb and Josh 
Maker will celebrate his Bar 
Mitzvah on Saturday, May 
6, 2017 at Shabbat worship. 
Asa is in the seventh grade at 
Lakewood Middle School. 
He enjoys playing sports, 
watching sports, knowing 
way too much about sports, 
technology, and reading. He 
is a wonderful big brother to 
his siblings. Asa loves spend-
ing time with his friends and 

family. Asa is grandson of Milton and Sharon Katz of Overland 
Park, KS and Pauline and Larry Maker of Toronto, ON. He 
is the great grandson of Jerome Inger of Los Angeles, CA. The 
congregation is welcome at the Kiddush luncheon following our 
community’s morning worship. 

Upcoming Bar Mitvah

Spring Session 2017 – A Personal Note 

I thought that the second annual Spring Session on April 2nd at 
Congregation Beth Torah was an amazing experience! Emily Tum-
mons did a great job in putting it all together. She spent count-
less hours of preparation coordinating all the songwriters and 
musicians and making sure the program ran smoothly and was a 
great success. Emily’s enthusiasm and encouragement for the local 
songwriters is amazing. Thank you to everyone who assisted Emily 
with putting together the program and to those of you who came 
out to the Spring Session to support all the participants. 

I would like to personally thank Lezlie Zucker for co-writing the 
song “Love, Hope, Courage & Strength” with me. Lezlie is a very 
talented musician, singer and songwriter, and I was honored that 
I got to work with her. Lezlie met with me one time and listened 
to my ideas for the music and lyrics and took the time to discuss 
with me the meaning of the song. At that same meeting, she was 
able to put our song together and truly capture the intent of the 
song. I was amazed at what she was able to accomplish in a very 
small amount of time! 

I would also like to thank Emily for encouraging me to write the 
song, adding the harmonies to the song and creating the sheet 
music for the singers and musicians to use, which is no small 
task!  Thank you to Carmen Dieker, Randy Deutch, and Rachel 
Black for performing the song with Lezlie and Emily. We have an 
amazing music group here at Beth Torah and just thought they all 
deserved to be noticed. 

Finally, I would like to encourage other people who have written 
songs in the past, or who have ideas for songs, to let Emily know 
and share your ideas with her. There is a wonderful group of song-
writers and musicians here at Beth Torah who are able to assist 
you if needed. It is an incredible experience hearing your song 
performed (or sharing your song with others, if you can carry a 
tune better than I can), and I would just like to encourage others 
to share your song with Emily and the rest of the congregation. If 
I can do it, you can too!

– Jill Fine

A View From the Pew: A Congregant’s Note of Appreciation

Beth Torah members supporting one another 
through life’s health care challenges

To make a referral or to volunteer, contact 
Beth Torah at 

(913) 498-2212 or send an email.

mailto:caringconnectionteam%40beth-torah.org?subject=
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Emily Tummons, Music Director
emily@beth-torah.orgMusic Program

Next Contemplation Night
We’ll hold our next contemplation night 
on Monday night, May 8th, at 7:30 
p.m. in the sanctuary. In the last few 
Contemplation Nights, we have sung 
together songs like these:

“I Find You,” by Carmen Dieker
“Dumiyah,” by Basya Schechter
“If It Be Your Will,” by Leonard Cohen
“Oseh Shalom,” by Cheryl Metzger
“El Na R’fa Na La,” by Carmen Dieker
“Come Healing,” by Leonard Cohen

Most of these same songs will be sung 
again at the May Contemplation Night. 
If you have attended one before, then you 
know the routine: we enter in quietness 
and leave in quietness, and in between, 
we focus on inner prayer. Carmen and 
I lead the songs and readings from the 
front pew, facing the ark like everyone 
else faces the ark. 

As the colors in the sky outside our 
enormous sanctuary window change 
from daylight, to oranges and reds, to 
blue, to the dark of night, we each take a 
solitary journey inward, in the company 
of our community. Instrumental medi-
tations, low candle lighting, moments of 
silence, and music you can feel in your 
bones—these all work together to give 
you one single hour to breathe freely, to 
breathe deeply. 

I was mistaken when I shared last Sep-
tember, “This might not be everyone’s 
cup of tea.” The last eight months of 
Contemplation Night exploration have 
shown me: this is for anyone. All hu-
mans. It is possibly the most universally 
needed and universally powerful program 
that my team and I currently provide in 
the whole landscape of our Beth Torah 
music program. It’s time for you to try it.

Next Shabbat Huddle
Join us in the little space behind the ark, in 
the sanctuary, for our next Shabbat Huddle: 
Friday, May 26th, 5:45 p.m.–6:15 p.m. 

In December’s Shabbat Huddle, we first 
introduced the song “Yachid,” by Shir 
Yaakov Felt. In May’s Shabbat Huddle, 
we will revisit this song and go deeper 
into the song. The words are from Ana 
B’choach (R. Nechunya ben Hakanah): 

Yachid gei-eh l’amcha p’nei
zochrei, zochrei
zochrei k’dushatecha

Unique One, Exalted One, turn to Your 
people, who remember Your holiness.

Rabbi Cattapan was our special guest at 
that December Huddle. He shared with 
us that there’s another way of looking 
at zochrei besides remembering. One 
Kabbalistic way of understanding this 
is that zecher means “to mention,” so by 
mentioning God’s holiness, we bring 
the holiness of God into the world. The 
words that we say make things happen in 
the world below. It’s possible that it’s the 
only way things happen, if we say them. 

So the reason why the Kabbalists might 
say that we must recite exactly the 
prayers that the rabbis told us to recite 
is not only because they believe that the 
prayers themselves are important, but also 

because without saying them we would 
never bring holiness into the world. We, 
the people of God, remember God’s ho-
liness. And we go beyond remembering, 
we declare it, and by doing so, make it 
happen here on earth. 

Friday Night Music Teams in May
The following musicians will join our 
rabbi and service leaders on the bimah in 
the month of May:

May 5: Carmen Dieker, Weber Ingersoll, 
Tim intfen, Emily Tummons

May 12: Randy Deutch, Judith Evnen, 
Tim Intfen, Emily Tummons, Lezlie Zucker

May 19 (Torah night): Carmen Dieker, 
Tim Intfen, Emily Tummons

May 26 (Shabbat Huddle): Randy 
Deutch, Carmen Dieker, Emily Tummons

Next New Moon Lab
Check out the photo of the group that 
gathered together at last month’s New 
Moon Lab in the library. During the teach-
ing segment, Rabbi Cattapan taught us all 
about the month of Nisan, and we studied 
Torah texts and Talmudic texts about the 
new moon of this special month. 

The next New Moon Lab will be held 
on Saturday, July 1st, at 7:30 p.m. 
Babysitting, Moon Pies, and hot apple 

continued on page 14
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cider are always provided. We do 
havdalah, sing, talk, learn together, and 
go outside to say the birkat halevana, the 
blessing of the new moon.

Workshops on the New Machzor
Judith Evnen and I are working on creat-
ing a workshop for Beth Torah that delves 
into the music and poetry in our new 
High Holy Day prayer book, Mishkan 
HaNefesh. Please join us Sunday, July 
9th, 3:00 p.m. –5:00 p.m. as we take a 
musical journey together! The title of our 
workshop is The Music & Poetry of the 
High Holy Days: Unlocking the Soul of 
the New Machzor.

You’ll come away from this workshop 
with a deeper understanding of the rich 
metaphors, artistic power, and lyrical 
gems that are woven throughout the 
liturgy of the Days of Awe.

Meet-Ups: Something for Everyone
Would you like to hike or walk some 
beautiful trails with Beth Torah friends 
and family? Join us on Sunday, May 21, 
at Minor Park in Kansas City, Missouri as 
we continue another of many “Meet Up” 
programs planned for this year. The hike/
river walk begins at 10:30 a.m. and you 
may want to bring beverages and a light 
lunch to enjoy afterwards in the large 
picnic area. These “Meet-Up” events are 
informal gatherings coordinated by the 
Membership Committee. They cover a 
broad range of cultural, recreational and 
educational activities. In April, our first 
Meet-Up featured a docent led free-tour 
of an exhibit at the Nelson-Atkins Muse-
um of Art. Every month, we will pro-
mote an event that should interest some 
segment of our membership.

Minor Park is part of the National 
Historic Trails that pass through Blue 
River Parkway. The trails are numerous, 
and all provide great river scenery with 
wildflowers populating the trail. We 
have selected a location near the tennis 
courts that provides three distinct hiking 

options. The most leisurely is a walk 
along the river with a wide and level 
dirt path. At the end of the path you 
can turn around and head back to the 
tennis court area. Those seeking a more 
challenging route (more hike than walk) 
can return to the tennis area on an upper 
trail that is narrow, with steep rises and 
declines. Depending on individual speeds, 
these walks will take between 25 and 40 
minutes. Finally, for those hearty souls 
who wish to add distance to their walk, 
there is a trail that follows the river but 
in an opposite direction from where the 
initial routes started. Add another 30 
minutes if you take this extended option 
which is relatively flat. Remember to 
bring bug spray, water, and comfortable 
shoes (leave those 6” pumps at home).

PLEASE REGISTER if you are inter-
ested in this “Meet-Up.” Contact Scott 
Franklin by email or by cell (913) 645-
1036. The park closes the trails when 
paths are wet. Participants need to regis-
ter with me so I can keep you informed 
of any postponements, changes in trail 

availability, location changes, and 
send detailed directions for the 
meeting place.

Interested in Suggesting a 
Meet-Up Idea or 
Coordinating a 
Meet Up Event? 

Contact Scott Franklin, Co-Chair 
Membership Committee by email 
or call (913) 645-1036, and we 
will do our best to facilitate your 
suggestion.

What celebrations do you have coming up at Beth Torah? Spread Your Joy!
• Sponsor a breakfast or some fancy, shmancy creamers for our Sunday morning breakfasts.

• Purchase a leaf on our Tree of Life in the ulam. 
• Sponsor a nosh for an Erev Shabbat Friday night worship.

May Shabbat Sponsorships:
May 5/6

Pulpit flowers and Kiddush luncheon are sponsored by Stephanie and Alex Kolb and 
Joshua and Shannon Maker in honor of the Bar Mitzvah of Asa Maker.

Mazal Tov to:

Roz and Tim Dyer 
on the birth of their grandson, 
Henry Frank Dwyer-Nunez, 

born April 11th to their 
daughter and son-in-law 
who live in Madison, WI. 

Lindsey and Danny Lipsky 
on the birth of their daughter, 

Eliana Rachel Lipsky, 
born April 19th. Lindsey is the 

Congregation Beth Torah 
Weiner Religious School’s 

Sasone Consultant.

mailto:sfranklin8%40att.net?subject=
mailto:sfranklin8%40att.net?subject=
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In April we remembered who we have 
been. Who we were. The Seder asked us 
to examine where we are in bondage—
from others or ourselves—and imagine 
how we can be free.

The last day of the first week of May, we 
have the opportunity to look at who we 
are. Who we can be. As individuals and as 
a community. We come together on May 
7th to perform Mitzvah Day. 

First, we will have the chance to simply 
sit and visit over bagels. Hinei mah tov 
u’mah naim shevet achim gam yachad. 
How good and how pleasant it is that 
brothers and sisters dwell together. 

After nourishing our bodies and our hu-
mor, we will nourish our souls at Sunday 
morning family worship. 

God said, “…I have become to them a 
small sanctuary in the countries to which 
they have gone.” (Ez. 11:16) We partici-
pate in the life of our small sanctuary by 
listening to the voices of Beth Torah and 
letting our voices be heard as we make 
important decisions about our communi-
ty together at the annual meeting.

Finally, after lunch—The saying goes: 
“The belly carries the feet.” (Midrash 
Rabbah, Bereishit 70)—Mitzvah Day 
stations begin. We will work together to 
restore and repair our small sanctuary 
and reach out to the greater community 
through small acts of kindness. 

Don’t stay home just because you forgot 
to register. Come join us for the day. 
Come see who we can be!

BackSnack Call for Volunteers
We are in the final month of the Back-
Snack program before summer break, 
but we can still use volunteers! Pick up 
backpacks from Beth Torah and deliver 
them to Pawnee Elementary at 91st and 

Antioch. Each pack weighs about 3-5lbs, 
so you may even be able to count this as 
part of your weekly exercise routine!  If 
you can spare an hour or two a month, 
please email Teresa Hellman.

May is Beth Torah Month 
at the JFS Food Pantry!

May is our month and the theme is 
Shavuot! In addition to products pro-
duced from the wheat harvest, the food 
pantry needs Peanut Butter, Cereal, and 
Sun Screen. Let’s not let JFS forget that 
Congregation Beth Torah is a leader in the 
fight against Kansas City food insecurity!

May Blood Drive
How often can you be practically guaran-
teed to save a life? Thirty-seven percent of 
the population is eligible to donate blood, 
yet only 7 percent performs this life-sav-
ing mitzvah. Be a 7-percenter and join 
your friends at Beth Torah at our next 
quarterly Blood Drive. Visit the Beth 
Torah website (click on Social Justice at 
the top of the page) to find details about 
scheduling your donation time.

See you ’round the synagogue!

Ongoing Joel Winston 
Social Justice Programming

JFS Food Pantry: The Harvester's barrels 
remain in the foyer as Beth Torah remains 
a major player in the fight against food 
insecurity in the Kansas City metro. The 
May theme is Shavuot! Consider donat-
ing wheat products, peanut butter, cereal, 
and sun screen.

SAVEhome: Every Sunday night since 
May 9, 1993, members of Beth Torah 
have provided dinner to the residents of 
SAVEhome, a supervised 8-bed housing 
support unit for those with HIV/AIDS.  
This long term Social Justice Project is 

coordinated by Lauren Aaronson, who 
can be contacted via email for more 
information.

Quarterly Blood Drives with BIAV 
and Congregation Ohev Sholom. 
Wednesdays, May 10th, August 9th, and 
November 1st.

Lezlie Zucker, Program Coordinator
lzucker@beth-torah.orgGetting With the Program

“If I am not for myself, who will be for me? But if I am only for 
myself, what am I? And if not now, when? ”

– Hillel the Elder (Pirkei Avot Chapter 1:14)

Mark Your Calendars!
• Aleza Myer Memorial Mitzvah 

Day in conjunction with Joel H. 
Winston Social Justice Program

Sunday, May 7th 
9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.
Facebook event

• May Blood Drive with BIAV and 
Congregation Ohev Sholom

Wednesday, May 10th 
2:30 p.m. – 6:30 p.m.
Facebook event

Web page

Sign-up: 
Blood Center Website
Enter sponsor code “bethtorah”

In Memoriam:
Beth Smith

Mother of Deborah Smith

 John “Jack” Jacobson
Father of John Jacobson

Helen Gandal
Mother of Susan Berkowitz

Merle “Robin” Olderman
Mother of LeAnne Beaumont and 

Rachel Cornette

mailto:Teresa.Hellman50%40gmail.com?subject=
http://www.beth-torah.org
http://www.beth-torah.org
mailto:laaronso%40kumc.edu?subject=
https://goo.gl/IM4MTv
https://goo.gl/rFy3OR
https://goo.gl/dDCFzO
https://www.esavealifenow.org/
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Proposed By-Laws Changes
At the Annual Congregational Meeting on May 7th, we will be voting on three changes to our by-laws. 

Please review these changes in advance of the meeting. Feel free to send questions to hauncbtpresidents@gmail.com.

• Currently, the by-laws require an annual audit. The type of audit is not specified and thus a full audit is done each year at a 
significant expense. 

• CURRENT: Article VI Section 5 - “The Treasurer shall arrange for an annual audit of the Congregation’s financial records by an 
independent Certified Public Accountant selected with the Board of Trustee’s approval.”

• PROPOSED: “The Treasurer shall arrange for an audit of the Congregation’s financial records by an independent Certified 
Public Accountant selected with the Board of Trustee’s approval.”

• CHANGE: Remove the “annual” requirement which is already covered in Article VII.

• CURRENT: Article VII Section 5 - “The Board of Trustees shall have an audit made annually of the Books and Records of the 
Congregation by a Certified Public Accountant.”

• PROPOSED: “The Board of Trustees shall have a financial review of the Books and Records of the Congregation by an 
independent auditor made annually. A full audit which includes review of policies and procedures may be ordered by the Board 
of Trustees at any time.”

• CHANGE: Separates out the financial review from the procedural review. A lot of time is spent doing policy reviews without a 
lot of change year-over-year. This will reduce the cost of the annual audit while still ensuring our financial records are reviewed.

• Some congregants prefer electronic delivery over physical delivery of information from Beth Torah. This change will allow 
us to send annual meeting notifications and materials or special meeting notification and materials via email. The by-laws 
already allows for the electronic delivery of the nomination slate but not other materials.

• CURRENT: Article IX, multiple locations (related to nominations) - “…shall be sent by mail or verifiable electronic means to 
all members of the Congregation at least ten (10) days prior to the Annual Meeting.” 

• CURRENT: Article V - “Every member of the Congregation shall be notified by mail at least ten (10) days prior to the holding 
of the annual Meeting or of any special meeting.”

• PROPOSED: “Every member of the Congregation shall be notified by mail or verifiable electronic means at least ten (10) days 
prior to the holding of the annual meeting or of any special meeting.

• Members will be able to opt-in to receiving these mailings in hard copy.”

• CHANGE: Added in the phrase “or verifiable electronic means” and the last line about members being able to opt-in to 
receiving mailings via normal mail. This change will reduce the required staff and volunteer support for handling these mailings 
and reduce our postage costs as these letters are always sent via first class mail rather than bulk mail.

• Our current by-laws negatively impact the status of the non-Jewish partner in the event something happens to the Jewish 
partner. Many of our non-Jewish members are very involved in both the congregation and in raising their Jewish children. 
The change being proposed here will allow that non-Jewish partner that was a member of the congregation at the time of a 
household dissolution to be able to maintain that membership as long as they also continue to meet the financial obligations 
of that membership.

• CURRENT: Article IV, Section 5 Changes in Household Partnership - “In the case of a Household Membership in which the 
Jewish Household Partner leaves the household due to death or dissolution of the Household Partnership, then any Dependent 
Members who continue to reside with the non-Jewish Household Partner shall continue to have the benefits of the Household 
Membership, so long as the financial obligations of the membership continue to be met.”

• PROPOSED: “In the case of a Household Membership in which the Jewish Household Partner leaves the household due to 
death or dissolution of the Household Partnership, then the non-Jewish Household Partnership member shall continue to 
have the benefits of the Household Membership, so long as the financial obligations of the membership continue to be met. If 
the non-Jewish Household Partnership member does not wish to maintain membership, then any Dependent Members who 
continue to reside with the non-Jewish Household Partner shall continue to have the benefits of the Household Membership, so 
long as the financial obligations of the membership continue to be met.” 

• CHANGE: Extends the membership benefit to the non-Jewish household partner without a requirement of having dependents.
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Schedule of Events

• 

11:00 a.m. 
Registration Opens

11:00 a.m. - end of tournament
Silent Auction

11:00 a.m. - end of tournament
Putting Contest

11:00 a.m.-12:45 p.m.
Boxed Lunch

12:45 p.m.
Orientation Round Up

1:00 p.m.
Shot Gun Scramble

Post Golf
Awards Ceremony and 

Light Meal

•

GOLFERS NEEDED 
AT THE

2017 Sterneck 
Capital Management

14th Annual CBT Golf Classic

MONDAY, AUGUST 14TH
AT

OAKWOOD COUNTRY CLUB
9800 Grandview Road 
Kansas City, Missouri

Email Sharon Altman to sign up 
or by call her at 

the Beth Torah office at (913) 498-2212.

Silent Auction and more: 
Hole Contests, Putting Contest, Team Prizes

Join us at the 14th Annual Golf Classic. 
If you are unable to play in the tournament, 

sponsorships are greatly appreciated.

Beth Torah is dedicated to creating an inclusive caring community by providing 
opportunities for lifelong learning and social justice involvement. The monies 
raised through a sponsorship of our CBT Golf Classic will help further our efforts 
to contribute to our community by supporting programs that benefit the Joel 
H. Winston Social Justice Fund, such as: Community Blood Center, BackSnack, 
reStart, Thanksgiving & Christmas at Pleasant Green Baptist Church and JFS 
area food pantries.

mailto:saltman%40beth-torah.org?subject=
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• TRIBUTES •

Leaving a Legacy
Linda Zappulla was recognized (among many others) at the Jewish Community Foundation event, 
Foundation for our Future, where she participated in the Book of Life signing ceremony. Here is 
what she wrote at that time:

Raising our children Jewish while living in an interfaith family, I felt the need to be more involved 
in Congregation Beth Torah than I might otherwise have been. That resulted in taking on leadership 
roles in the community, and learning first-hand the value of a strong Jewish context. CBT has been 
there for me and my family through our years in the area, and when I was approached about a legacy 
gift, I realized I wanted to make more than short term gifts. I wanted to help insure that Beth Torah 

would be here for generations to come. My legacy gift began as a response to a request, and became an important part of my 
estate planning process.

To learn more about legacy giving at Beth Torah, contact Barry Katz at (913) 766-9484 or by email.

Contributions that were made in honor of the Rabbi’s Installation weekend will be highlighted in the June Tekiah. Thank you.

Beth Torah General Fund
In Appreciation Of:

Susan & Tom Tivol Nini & Skip Rosenstock
In Memory Of:

Nadine Vaysfligel Sergey Vaysfligel
Susan Rudman Margee & Steve Cooper
Arnold Parris The Parris Family
Shirley White Nini & Skip Rosenstock
Shirley White Jerry & Denise Pakula
Gary Charles Davisson Lolly Davisson
Ed Serlin Tina Shea

Rabbi Cattapan Discretionary Fund
In Memory Of:

Isabelle Irene Childers Ron & Jo Ann Ginson
In Honor Of:

Rabbi Cattapan performing 
Asa’s Bar Mitzvah Stephanie Kolb

Rabbi Levin Discretionary Fund
In Memory Of:

George Kaplan Alice Kaplan
Rose Skikne Barry Skikne

Music and Choir Fund
In Memory Of:

Joel Osman Stan Osman
In Honor Of:

Emily Tummons & the  
Bar Mitzvah of Asa Maker Stephanie Kolb

Hunger Fund
In Memory Of:

Leonard Klein Lesly & Issy Ozar
Leonard Klein Stephanie & Adam Elyachar
Earl Unell Ruth & Michael Worthington

Winston Social Justice Fund
In Memory Of:

Duana Linville Dralus Maureen & Sandy Salz

Educating Our Future Fund
 Donna Gould Cohen 

In Memory Of:
Louis Moses Cynthia Seltzer

CBT Fund For Families In Need
In Memory Of:

Rose Sarah Klopper Karen Agron Flattery
Earl Unell Karen Agron Flattery
Ernest Kriss Sherry Abramowitz
Samuel Freed Morris & Lynne Faiman

Vinebaum Memorial Scholarship Fund for the 
Weiner Religious School
In Appreciation Of:

Bat Mitzvah tutoring for  
Olivia Balanoff The Balanoff Family

Camp Scholarship Fund
In Memory Of:

Teresa Estrada Barbara Gutierrez

mailto:bkatz12306%40gmail.com?subject=
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• COMMUNITY NEWS •

Joint JFS-JVS Effort To Help 
Local Refugees

Details are now in place for how the com-
munity can help area refugees through a 
special effort by Jewish Vocational Service 
(JVS) and Jewish Family Services (JFS). 
The two organizations have teamed up to 
provide much-needed food and transpor-
tation to the local refugee community. 

The following donations are being sought 
including the number of items needed to 
support the effort in its first few months: 

• Bags of dried beans: red, black or 
garbanzo-250 bags

• Canned carrots-250 cans
• Canned peas-250 cans
• Toilet paper- 80-12 packs (960 rolls 

total)
• Dried spices

Items can be dropped off in JFS Food 
pantry barrels at the agency’s location 
at the Jewish Community Campus in 
Overland Park, the JFS Brookside East 
location at 425 E. 63rd St., and at JVS’ 
offices, 4600 The Paseo, Kansas City, 
Missouri. 

JFS and JVS have teamed up to form Ref-
ugee Rides, a volunteer-based transporta-
tion program for refugees served by JVS. 
The program will provide refugees with 
transportation to doctor’s appointments, 
school programs, and cultural activities.

Refugee Rides needs volunteers Monday 
through Friday during typical business 

hours to pick up refugees from their 
homes and take them to appointments at 
JVS or other places in the city. Most of the 
refugees are currently living in the historic 
northeast neighborhood of Kansas City.

Volunteer drivers only need to attend one 
training session. To register for a train-
ing, or for more information on Refugee 
Rides, please visit the website or email.

Learn Laugh & Love Series June 15 
Program Spreading Kindness

Words and acts of kindness can bridge 
the differences between us. Kindness 
offers a warm welcome to both friends 
and strangers, and has a real impact on 
the quality of our day-to-day interactions 
with each other. Join the next program in 
the Learn, Laugh & Love Series on June 
15 with a focus on kindness. Marlene 
Katz will facilitate this interactive pro-
gram, “Spread Some Kindness” from 1-2 
p.m. in the Board Room of the Jewish 
Community Campus.

This joint program of Jewish Family Ser-
vices and The Heritage Center of the Jewish 
Community Center is free, but reservations 
are requested by calling The Heritage Cen-
ter reception desk at (913) 327-8044.

New Disability Program Offered In 
Jewish Community

Jewish Family Services now offers a 
program to meet the needs of people with 
Intellectual/Developmental Disabilities 
(I/DD). The goal of the new JFS Dis-

ability Services program is to support 
the quality of life and independence of 
people with I/DD.

Porsche Elkins is the developmental dis-
ability specialist overseeing this new pilot 
program for JFS.

Through the program, Elkins will help 
clients increase access to a variety of 
inclusive social activities, interaction 
with peers, Jewish holiday activities, and 
outreach to Jewish congregations and 
other organizations to promote socially 
inclusive activities.

Elkins and JFS staff will assist families in 
developing goals and linking people to 
professional resources that are develop-
mentally appropriate.

Those interested in learning more about 
JFS Disability Services may contact 
Elkins at (913) 730-1474 or email her.

Mitzvah Baskets 
Available For Centerpieces

Jewish Family Services has centerpiece 
baskets available to rent for your next 
simcha. All proceeds benefit the JFS Food 
Pantry. Please contact Jo Hickey, JFS 
food pantry director, at (913) 327-8257 
or email her. To volunteer to help in the 
pantry please email or call (913) 730-1410.

http://www.jfskc.org/refugeehelp
mailto:refugeehelp%40jfskc.org?subject=
mailto:pelkins%40jfskc.org?subject=
mailto:jhickey%40jfskc.org?subject=
mailto:volunteer%40jfskc.org?subject=

