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Visit the Beth Torah website for the 
complete March calendar

A Note from Rabbi Javier Cattapan

Saturday, March 4th 
New Moon Lab

Sunday, March 5th 
Purim Carnival

Thursday, March 9th 
Lunch & Learn 

with Rabbi Cattapan

Saturday, March 11th 
Café Shushan presents: 

The Lion Queen

Sunday, March 15th 
Rescheduled Open Hands

Friday, March 17th 
Stay & Play Board Games

Tot Shabbat With 
PJ Library  

Little People, Big Hearts

Thursday, March 23rd 
Jewish Community 

Healing Service

Saturday, March 25th 
Parents Night Out 

Camp Rainbow Fundraiser

Sunday, March 26th 
Kindergarten/1st Grade 

Breakfast & Family School
Open Hands:  

An Exploration of Judaism 
and End of Life Practices

Meet a Muslim Event

Pillars We Treasure
The values of our 
congregation are 
expressed in six 
pillars. Each pillar 
speaks about how 
we aspire to act as 
members of the 
community and 

how we want to be treated. The pillars are also 
a focal point for us; they help us hone in on 
what we can do better. As we look on our first 
nine months together and prepare to celebrate 
at my installation as your second senior rabbi, 
two of our pillars come to mind: Embracing 
and connecting. 

One of our pillars reads: “Beth Torah embraces. 
I feel welcomed and wanted when surrounded 
by the Beth Torah community. When I look 
around, I see kind, generous families and indi-
viduals of all ages who believe in the richness 
of diversity.” Our congregation has chosen to 
call the period of transition into a new settled 
rabbi, my “integration.” Kris and I are thankful 
to have been the beneficiaries of an amazing 
embrace on the part of Beth Torah’s members. 
Beth Torah did not begin to live up to this 
pillar when we arrived. Embracing diversity is 
part of its DNA. As we move forward together, 
this pillar will serve as an ideal to reach for, 

when we consider interfaith families 
and the role of the non-Jews in our 
congregational life. As long as we 
keep this pillar in front of us, we will 
continue to show our generosity to 

all those who join us with that same generosity 
of spirit in mind.

The second pillar that I want to highlight is, 
“Beth Torah Connects. We create relationships 
with each other, with the Torah, with our her-
itage and with Israel. Feeling connected allows 
me to embrace others despite our differences; 
energizes me to take that next step.” The process 
of integration has showed us the many ways 
in which we are able to connect to each other 
–both congregant to rabbi and congregant to 
congregant. Under the auspices of the inte-
gration committee (led by Karen Loggia and a 
dedicated group of volunteers and staff) many 
of our members met me and Kris but they also 
interacted with other members for the first time 
in a long time (or ever). All the pillars depend 
on each other, but connect and embrace seem 
to work in a symbiotic manner. Every time we 
connect, we plant the seed of a new relation-
ship which, in turn, will lead us to want to be 
surrounded by more such relationships.

The values of our congregation are expressed 
in the ideas behind the pillars and they are 
lived out fundamentally in the way that we 
connect and embrace each other. Through this 
transition, we have learned that the integration 
activities have resulted in a more integrative 
community and in better relationships. The 
installation weekend may mark the end of 
our formal integration but the lessons learned 
from the process can guide us and inspire us in 
months and years to come.

https://goo.gl/Oi0H9t
https://goo.gl/Oi0H9t
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We’re installing our Rabbi next month!
April 28-30, 2017 will be a busy weekend. We’ll have a schol-
ar-in-residence (Rabbi Rami Shapiro - http://www.rabbirami.
com/). We’ll have food. We’ll be celebrating! Watch for an 
invitation in your mailbox.

The theme for the weekend is: 
Be Mindful. Be Generous. Be Here.

Be Mindful.

Who is Rabbi Rami? Most every week on Friday night, 
Rabbi Cattapan reads from a Pirke Avot written by Rabbi Rami.  
One website suggested to read Rabbi Rami for:

• Lively and inspiring translations of ancient religious texts.

• Cogent and thought-provoking commentary on wisdom 
traditions.

• Practical suggestions on how to live a spiritual life every day.

• Creative explorations of the interfaith territory that lies ahead.

There will be multiple opportunities over the weekend to hear 
and interact with Rabbi Rami. 

Be Generous.

As is our tradition, whenever we celebrate, we also remember 
those who are going hungry around us. So, for our social justice 
project, we’re planning on feeding everyone serviced by the 
Jewish Family Services food pantry, our neighborhood food 
pantry, for a month! 

Along with the collecting of tzedakah for the food pantry, we’ll 
also be pursuing something for the congregation that Rabbi Cat-
tapan has asked for. Rabbi Cattapan likes the new Reform High 
Holy Days machzor Mishkan Hanefesh. It is a two volume set— 
one for Rosh Hashanah and 
one for Yom Kippur—that 
will allow us to replace The 
Gates of Repentance prayer-
book from 1978 and our 
self-created “contemporary” 
services prayerbook with a 
single prayerbook containing 
both options while also using 
a more inclusive liturgy. 

“It is spiritual, it weaves the 
voices of both men and women and contemporary language 
along with the traditional prayers,” said Rabbi Denise Eger, the 
CCAR’s newly installed president. “But it also gives voice and 
framework to our anxieties and our deep questions about God 
and meaning and the world in language that the contemporary 
ear and heart and mind understand.” We have copies available 
in the office if you’d like to stop by and take a look at a set.

We’ll need your help purchasing these new volumes as a gift to 
our community in honor of the installation of Rabbi Cattapan. 

For your donation, you’ll be remembered with a nameplate in 
each volume. Rabbi Cattapan is looking forward to using these 
books during the High Holy Days later this year.

When you’re ready to donate to either or both of these projects, 
just go to the Installation 
page on the Beth Torah 
website and follow the 
instructions there. $54 per 
set for the prayerbook, $46 
to support the food pantry, 
$100 for both. Multiple 
sponsorships are welcome!

Be Here.

The last ingredient for every 
celebration and, in partic-
ular, the entering into this 
covenantal relationship of 
rabbi and congregation, is 
you! We need you here with 
your community for this 
momentous occasion.

Machzor donated in honor of
the installation of

Rabbi Javier E. Cattapan
by

April 29, 2017 / 3 Iyar 5777

Your Name Here

In Memoriam
Ann Cohen

Mother and mother-in-law of 
Tom  Cohen and Lena Price 

Marilyn Schulzinger
Wife of Jacob Schulzinger 

Stephen Smith
Brother of Carol Smith

Marcia Sterneck
Aunt of Frank Sterneck

Sally Turk Tranin 
Mother and mother-in-law of 

Ed and Amy Tranin
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Our Pillars
We are a vibrant, modern 

Reform Jewish congregation 
where everyone matters.

Congregation Beth Torah:
Embraces Energizes
Illuminates Inspires
Responds Connects 

FOR MORE INFORMATION
Phone: (913) 498-2212

Fax: (913) 498-1071
6100 West 127th Street

Overland Park, KS 66209
Email: info@beth-torah.org

Website: beth-torah.org
Facebook:

facebook.com/CongregationBethTorah

OFFICERS
Co-Presidents ..........................Matt and Shanna Haun
First Vice President .................................... Barry Katz
Vice President .......................................Bonnie Swade
Vice President ......................................Elisa Waldman
Secretary ............................................ SueAnn Strom
Treasurer .............................................Mike Ginsberg
Immediate Past President .................... Linda Zappulla

BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
Boyd Bolter
June Crane
Mike Fine

Miki Herman
Frank Sterneck

Tom Cohen
Todd Davisson

Amy Kane
Bob Milgrim
Genna Stowe

BTTY President .................................. Rylee Hendrikse

STAFF 
Senior Rabbi .............................Rabbi Javier Cattapan
Founding Rabbi ...........Rabbi Mark Levin, D.D., D.H.L.
Music Director.................................... Emily Tummons
Director of Operations ............................. Laura Intfen
Director of Finance ................................... Tara Hyder
Interim Director of Education .......... Marcia Rittmaster
Program Coordinator .............................Lezlie Zucker
Office Manager ...................................Robin O’Bryan
Administrative Assistant ...................... Sharon Altman
Administrative Assistant ...................Alyssa Schildhorn
Bookkeeper................................................. Barb Kitt
Choir Director ..................................... Carmen Dieker 
Communications Associate .......................... Sara Glass
Tekiah Editor .......................................... Laura Bolter

Our community celebrated 83 days out of 100! Although this was a first time campaign, 
it was met with success by raising $8300.00! Thank you for sharing your stories by hon-
oring and celebrating those you love. We had a tremendous amount of feedback about 
how fun it was to see the FACEBOOK posts for those participating. No worries if you 
missed out this year as we look forward to your participation on the next go around!

Nov 29 Barry & Linda Katz: In honor of the privilege of giving to Beth Torah
Nov 30 Harold Sader 
Dec 1 Carol Sader
Dec 2 Linda Katz: In honor of the Hanukkah shopping season at the CBT Gift Shop
Dec 7 Dan & Karen Davidson: In honor of Lia’s birthday
Dec 8 Denise Pakula: In honor of Jerry’s 75th birthday
Dec 9 Glenn Esser & Estelle Edelbaum: In honor of the 33rd anniversary of their first date in 1983
Dec 10 The Men’s Group: In honor of the Men’s Group singing at the Hanukkah music program
Dec 11 Linda Zappulla: In honor of her mother’s 100th birthday
Dec 12 SueAnn Strom: In honor of her 70th birthday
Dec 13 Rick & Teresa Hellman: In honor of their 25th wedding anniversary
Dec 16 Emily & Andrew Kerstein: In honor of Jonathan’s birthday and Samuel’s half birthday
Dec 19 Kelly Somberg: In honor of the Caring Connection Team
Dec 20 Cindy & Larry Mogolov: In honor of their 46th wedding anniversary
Dec 21 Ann Elyachar: In honor of her mother, Pat Sylvia’s 88th birthday
Dec 22 The Bass Family: In memory of Great-Aunt Tillie Steinzeig and mother, Sharon Steinzeig Hunter
Dec 23 Jackson & Jonathan Crane: In honor of their grandparents
Dec 24 The Frumkin Family: In honor of the first night of Hanukkah
Dec 25 Mike & Barb Ginsberg: In honor of Rabbi Cattapan’s first 100 days at CBT
Dec 26 Shanny Morgenstern: In honor of Eric’s 60th birthday
Dec 27 In gratitude of Bill & Randy Lefko’s visioning of our beautiful Memorial Room
Dec 28 Jo-Ann Harris: Happy mid-Hanukkah!!!
Dec 29 The Ellenberg Family: In honor of NATE Accredited Weiner Religious School
Dec 30 Greg Raymond: In celebration of his new job!
Dec 31 Laura & Tim Intfen: In honor of Laura’s birthday
Jan 1 Andrew & Genna Stowe: In memory of all our beloved grandparents
Jan 2 SueAnn Strom: In honor of Ben & Cindy Navarro—may they continue their generosity and 

beautiful spirit in 2017
Jan 3 Lauren Aaronson & Phil Meltzer: In honor of their 5th wedding anniversary
Jan 4 Edith Neusner: In honor of Jim Kaplan’s significant birthday
Jan 5 Laura & Boyd Bolter: In honor of Laura’s birthday
Jan 6 Tom Cohen: In honor of the anniversary of his first date with Lena

continued on page 4



www.beth-torah.org | 4

Jan 7 Betsy Wanger & Jan Harness: In honor of Maureen & Sandy 
Salz—first Shabbat, first in our hearts

Jan 8 Marcia Rittmaster & Laura Intfen: In celebration of enrolling our 
100th student in the Weiner Religious School

Jan 9 Kathleen Stone & Jerry Stokes: In honor of Jerry finishing his 
radiation treatment

Jan 10 The Simpson Family: In honor of our grandmother, Helen Kanin, 
who is 101 years old!

Jan 11 Michael & Jenifer Blum: In honor of Congregation Beth Torah
Jan 12 Mike & Ruth Worthington
Jan 13 Carol Ducak: In honor of her birthday
Jan 14 Cathy & Gary Levin and Dan & Karen Davidson: In honor of 

Ray Davidson
Jan 15 Doug & Rowene Bossart: In honor of Rowene’s birthday
Jan 16 Anne, Rick and Teresa Hellman: In honor of Judy & Lloyd 

Hellman and their commitment to Social Justice in this community
Jan 19 Julie Hellman: In honor of Richard’s birthday
Jan 20 Doug Greenwald: In honor of President Obama’s last day in office
Jan 21 Henri Goettel: In celebration of David Goettel’s first day as a retiree!
Jan 22 Emily & Andrew Kerstein: In honor of Beatrice’s birthday
Jan 23 Mike & Barbara Ginsberg: In honor of their anniversary
Jan 24 Judith Evnen and Sam & Emma Benson: In honor of Elaine 

Evnen’s 89th birthday
Jan 25 Jerry Stolov & Judy Elliott: In honor of Harriet Langley’s birthday
Jan 26 Jeff Altman: In honor of the quarterly Blood Drive
Jan 27 CBT Staff: In appreciation of Ulises Trujillo
Jan 28 Scott & Amy Franklin: In celebration of the Chinese New Year—

Year of the Rooster!
Jan 30 Sharon Altman: In honor of her sister’s new business Bert’s Bites 

(www.lovebertsbites.com)
Feb 2 Mark & Kacy Levin: In honor of Mark’s birthday
Feb 3 Samantha & Quentin Hammontree: In honor of Kenzie’s 

Bat Mitzvah
Feb 4 Edis Parkans: In honor of her 90th birthday
Feb 5 Susan & Joel Waxman: In honor of Elliott and Kelsey 

Waxman’s birthdays
Feb 6 Harold & Rita Olsen: In honor of their 60th wedding anniversary 

that was on January 19th
Feb 8 Miki & Gregg Herman: In honor of Marsha Herman’s 75th birthday
Feb 9 Nina Shik: In memory of her father, Paul Flam

Feb 10 Emily Tummons: In honor of the 1st anniversary of the CBT Women’s 
Group

Feb 11 Nancy & Bob Milgrim: In honor of Bob’s birthday
Feb 12 Margie & Steve Cooper: In honor of Steve’s 75th birthday
Feb 13  Richard & Julie Hellman: In remembrance of Richard’s parents, 

Gabriel & Rose Hellman
Feb 14 Javier Cattapan & Kris Gray: Celebrating the 21st anniversary of 

the day they met
Feb 15 Debra Brook: In memory of her mother, Rae Rubins and in honor of her 

daughter, Dana Leib
Feb 16 The Haun Family
Feb 17 Julie & Ron Altman and Family: In memory of parents and 

grandparents, Betty and Lou Moses
Feb 18 Bobby & Mary Young: In honor of Isaac’s birthday
Feb 19 Arthur Chaykin & Paulette Giarratana: In honor of Zack Chaykin 

and Ben Chaykin
Feb 20 Wes & Jill Campbell: In honor of Maura Lina’s birthday 
Feb 21 Karen Loggia, David Spizman, Shaefer and Elliot: In honor of 

Shaefer’s 8th birthday
Feb 22 Jesus & Barbara Gutierrez: In appreciation of Laura Intfen
Feb 24 Christa & Brian Balanoff: In honor of Olivia’s Bat Mitzvah
Feb 25 Nancy Solomon: In honor of her 70th birthday
Feb 26 Zach Zwibelman & Marcia Rittmaster: In honor of Zach’s 

birthday at Urban Air 
Feb 27 James & Gail Appelbaum and Sharon & Reed Hoffmann: In 

honor of Elizabeth Appelbaum’s 80th birthday
Feb 28 Alisa M. Kartch: In honor of Julie Kaplan’s 60th birthday and in 

memory of Joyce W. Kartch z”l
Mar 1 Ann Shepherd: In honor of Wisdom on Wednesday study group
Mar 2 Don Goldman & Martha Gershun: In honor of their children, 

Nathan and Sarah’s birthdays
Mar 4 Laura & Boyd Bolter: In memory of Anne & Howard Jacobs in 

observance of National Progress Day
Mar 5   Annette & Joel Fish:  In honor of their children: the engagement 

of their daughter Cara to Mike Schif and the 30th birthday of their 
son, Bryan

Mar 7   Larry & Ronnie Lerner: In honor of their grandchildren 
Mar 8 Bonnie & Mickey Swade: In honor of their upcoming trip to the 

Middle East
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We had an excellent discussion at the 
February 12th Quarterly Forum. Followed 
by another great discussion at the Board of 
Trustees meeting on the 13th. The topic? 
By-laws language around the rights of 
membership as they pertain to non-Jewish 
members of our congregational family. It 
was great to hear the engaged conversation 
with everyone sharing their thoughts.

For those that may not have thought about 
it before, the current by-laws language ex-
plicitly states that a non-Jewish member of 
the congregation cannot be the chairperson 
of a committee and cannot be a member 
of the Board of Trustees. Up until two 
years ago when we modified the by-laws, 
non-Jewish members couldn’t vote at the 
annual meeting. Yet, many of our non-Jew-
ish members are very involved in our 
synagogue life, raise and advocate for our 
Jewish children and support our communi-
ty financially through annual commitments, 
tzedakah and maybe even recommending 
Beth Torah to their friends.

So, at the Quarterly Forum, we started the 
conversation about how inclusive we are 
at Beth Torah. We have started thinking 
about whether that exclusionary wording 
is who we want to be now and for the 
next generation. This will be an on-going 
conversation where we hope everyone gets 
involved. Watch for opportunities over the 
coming months to talk about this topic at a 
congregational level. 

And, for those that did attend the forum, 
we will not be proceeding with the full list 
of changes for the Annual Meeting that 
we talked about. Instead, here’s what will 
probably be presented:

• For those that do not opt-out, permit 
electronic distribution of annual or 
special meeting materials along with the 
ability to supply an e-proxy.

• Modify the language around the annu-
al audit requirement in the by-laws to 
require an annual audited financial review 
and a full audit (financial review + policy 
review) on a periodic basis.

• Modify the language around the dissolu-
tion of a Household Partnership (death 
or divorce) where one person in that part-
nership is not Jewish. The modification 
would allow that non-Jewish household 
member to maintain their Beth Torah 
membership whether they have any 
non-adult children or not. In practice, 
we’ve had a person that was very involved 
at Beth Torah previously whose spouse 
passed away. When that happened, sud-
denly, she had no ability to maintain her 
connection to Beth Torah even though 
she wanted to. Changing this by-law 
would have allowed her to stay connected 
with the family she had grown into.

The discussion on the topics of committee 
chairperson, board membership and serving 
as an officer of the congregation will 
continue beyond the Annual Meeting.

We’re looking forward to future forums 
where we can talk about things beyond just 
financials and that can help shape who we 
are. We will plan to publish the agenda in 
advance of the forums in the future.

Matt and Shanna Haun, Co-Presidents
HaunCBTPresidents@gmail.comPresidents’ Corner

presents 

The Lion Queen: 

The GOOD 
Elton John years

Erev Purim is 
Saturday night, March 11th

Come and hear once again 
about the heroics of Esther 

as we read the megillah 
beginning at 7:00 p.m. 

in the sanctuary, and then stay 
to fulfill the commandment to 

be festive, at Café Shushan. 
The Café 
Shushan 
Players will 
be telling 
Esther’s story 
through Elton John’s glitzy 
glasses and there will be coffee 
and hamantashen for all.

No RSVP is necessary.
Just bring a box of mac and 
cheese to use as a grogger 

and then donate to the 
JFS Food Pantry.

Costumes are encouraged 
although no hyenas 

will be admitted.

TORAH PORTION
AND HAFTARAH

March 3/4 | 6 Adar
Parshat Terumah 

March 10/11 | 13 Adar
Parashat Tetzaveh

March 17/18 | 20 Adar
Parashat Ki Tisa

March 24/25 | 27 Adar
Parashat Vayakhel-Pekude

March 31/April 1 | 5 Nisan
Parashat Vayikra
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Dream Weaving
I asked. And I want to thank those of you that wove a tale 
of dreams as practical as fixing a leak in the rest room and as 
ambitious as staff additions. Your notes go right to the Execu-
tive Committee as the work of budget decisions starts. Here are 
your ideas in cloud form. Your Finance Committee, led by our 
tireless Treasurer Mike Ginsberg, could still use your help. If 
you have finance or accounting work experience, this commit-
tee could use your voice. Please contact me at the office to get 
connected to us financially. Help us weave these dreams.

Laura Intfen, Director of Operations
lintfen@beth-torah.orgConnections

“Dreams don’t work unless you do.”
– John C. Maxwell, American author and speaker on leadership

Blood Drive News
Kudos to Scott Franklin and Jeff Altman on a very successful 
blood drive. We received a letter from the Community Blood 
Center thanking us for our participation. They said, “Without 
your help, it would be difficult to collect the 580 pints needed 
each day for our family, friends, and neighbors.”

We appreciate all of you who donated blood and those of you 
who TRIED to donate (maybe next time).  

Thank you to Andie Neuman who bakes something “sweet” 
every blood drive and a special thank you to Marcia Rittmaster 
for making her delicious mandel bread at a last minute request. 
The turkey sandwiches were an added touch!

Please mark your calendar for the next blood drive, Wednesday, 
May 10th, 2:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. We would love to add new 
people to our drive!

Playing Phone Tag
We’re sorry. We changed phone/internet providers to achieve a 
faster and more stable internet. I appreciate the feedback that 
our Wi-Fi is faster, our connections more stable and our ability 
to download your attachments more consistent. However, now 
when you phone us, sometimes you get a busy signal, some-
times you get a recording letting you know that you have been 
forwarded to a number that cannot be reached, and sometimes 
you get an urologist’s office. We are working on this and are so 
sorry for the inconvenience. Your patience is amazing and the 
entire office staff shares your frustration. We won’t give up until 
it’s fixed. We promise.

A concert featuring 100% local, 
original Jewish songs

Sunday, April 2nd 
3:00 p.m.

Here is this year’s list of featured composers, in 
alphabetical order:

Jim Abel
Rachel Black

Carmen Dieker
Coleen Dieker

Jill Fine
Kris Gray

Howard Iceberg
Tim Intfen

Cantor Sharon Kohn
Stu Lewis

Rabbi Jonathan Rudnick
Linda Salvay

Warren Sickel
Roberta Solomon
Emily Tummons

Rabbi Scott White
Lezlie Zucker
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Marcia Rittmaster, Interim Director of Education
mrittmaster@beth-torah.orgReligious School

“While Congregation Beth Torah has a long history of commitment 
to social justice and inclusion throughout the Kansas City community, this year 

the Weiner Religious School ramped up our commitment to provide 
a Jewish education for all learners.”

Beth Torah’s Weiner Religious School 
Celebrates Inclusion 

It’s Sunday morning and the chorus of 
children’s laughter and family chatter fills 
Congregation Beth Torah’s Sanctuary. 
Sunday school is almost starting and families 
settle in to their seats. A song led by Music 
Director Emily Tummons and Rabbi Javier 
E. Cattapan begins Family worship. As one 
looks out into the sea of faces, many families 
familiar and unfamiliar fill the seats among 
us, a hint at new beginnings in Congregation 
Beth Torah’s Weiner Religious school.

By Lindsey Lipsky

February marked Jewish Disability 
Awareness and Inclusion Month 
throughout American Jewish 
Communities and was an opportunity 
to renew our commitment to removing 
barriers, celebrating diversity and 
connecting with Jewish values. While 
Congregation Beth Torah has a long 
history of commitment to social 
justice and inclusion throughout the 
Kansas City community, this year the 
Weiner Religious School ramped up 
our commitment to provide a Jewish 
education for all learners. This year we 
have welcomed over 34 students with 
special needs and their families into our 
religious school, marking CBT as one 
of the most inclusive religious school 
environments in Kansas City. 

We have seen a change in every aspect 
of our school. It’s wonderful to see how 
quickly these new students have been 
integrated into our congregational family. 
We were thoughtful in this process, 
holding special meetings with all of our 
faculty (not just those who had special 
needs students in their classrooms) and 
our madrichim to educate them on the 

best ways to make our new friends feel at 
home in worship and their classrooms. 
We see even the youngest children 
reaching out to help and support these 
new students. The constant involvement 
of our outstanding Sasone Consultant, 
Lindsey Lipsky, whether by visiting 
classrooms, problem-solving or providing 
written materials, is what makes this 
program work so well for us. Most 
recently she set up a special Sensory 
Room to help some students take a break 
and then return to class to continue to 
fully participate.

Parents have been thrilled by the support 
of CBT staff in their commitment 
to helping all learners thrive. Rachel 
Ommerman, whose 7-year-old son Sam 
began attending CBT Religious school 
this year, told me “Beth Torah has done 
a great job including Sam in everything 
going on in the classroom, and provided 
a wonderful paraprofessional to assist 
Sam. Sam’s teacher reached out to us 
before school started to talk about Sam’s 
needs and it is clear that she is working 
to ensure Sam is a part of his class. Sam 
is able to do projects and participate in 
the classroom. We see that the other kids 
interact with him and are understanding 
about his limitations. We have been very 
pleased with our decision to send him to 
CBT this year.”

Although this doesn’t come as a surprise, 
I am so proud of the Weiner Religious 
School’s place as a leader in the field of 
inclusion. It’s who we are!

Sunday, March 5th 
11:30 a.m. – 1:30 p.m.

You won’t want to miss this year’s 
Purim Carnival! We have activities for 
all ages. There’s no admission charge. 
Invite your friends to join you!
Activities will include a photo booth, 
balloon artist, face painter, inflat-
able Twister, a cake walk, bean bag 
toss, hula hoop contest and Madam 
Meshuga, Fortune Teller. We’ll have 
a Purim play put on by our Weiner 
Religious School Drama Chug and the 
Kids Choir will perform. 
We’ll be selling lunch consisting of a 
small sandwich, carrot sticks, chips 
and lemonade for $2 as well as cotton 
candy and soft pretzels for $1 each.
A dedicated group of volunteers have 
baked hamentashen for our Make-
Your-Own Shalach Manot station!
Roving CBT Board members will be 
judging for the best costume in many 
categories, so you will want to come 
in costume!
Doesn’t this sound like an awesome 
afternoon? Why in the world would 
you miss it? Hope to see you all there!

Email me 
or Genna Stowe to volunteer!

mailto:mrittmaster%40beth-torah.org%0D?subject=Purim%20Carnival
mailto:gennastowe%40gmail.com?subject=Purim%20Carnival
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BTTY has had a wonderful February as 
we helped celebrate Zach’s birthday at his 
birthday bash at Urban Air.

Coming up in March we have two 
wonderful events that I am looking 
forward to very much!! On March 5th, 
during the Purim carnival, BTTY will be 
hosting a silent auction to raise money for 
the youth group. We have some very neat 
items up for grabs at this silent auction.

On March 25th, BTTY is hosting a 
parents night out—babysitting kids that 
are potty trained and walking. The hours 
of this Camp Rainbow fundraising event 
are 4:30 p.m. to 9:30 p.m. Pizza will 
be served for dinner as well as snacks 
throughout the night. We will have teens 
here to keep your children entertained 
with some wonderful projects as you 
enjoy a night out alone! If you are 
interested in this event, keep your eyes 
out for a flyer coming soon!

As always, BTTY board meetings are 
open to any 9th-12th grader interested 
in learning about BTTY and what is 
being planned for the upcoming month. 
Beginning in March, all 8th graders 
are invited to BTTY programs, too!  If 
you are interested in attending a board 
meeting, please email me ahead of time 
so we make sure to order enough pizza.

Hope you all have a fabulous March!

Youth News Rylee Hendrikse, BTTY President

March Parent Breakfasts & 
Family Schools

March 26, 2017
Kindergarten/1st Grade

A Year in Review

Breakfast Sponsors
Thank you for adding special treats to our 
Family Breakfasts during February!

Greg Raymond & Brandi Fisher

Cathy & Bob Wylan in honor of 
Don Wylan’s 90th Birthday

Bobby & Mary Young in honor of 
Isaac’s Birthday

Eric & Gina Rosenwald

Celebrating Hebrew Birthdays
Once a month at Family Worship we will 
be marking the HEBREW birthdays of 
our students and faculty. Those with a 
birthday during the Hebrew month of 
Adar were called up during Family Wor-
ship on Sunday, February 26th to receive 
a Yom Huledet Sameach sticker, and we 
sang a special Hebrew birthday song in 
their honor.

Dylan Emert, Hannah Ginsberg, Rylee 
Hendrikse, Alice Lenz, Molly Levinson, 
Hazel Metcalf, Norine Rosenblum, 
Ruby Wexler and Isaac Young.

March Sunday Weiner 
Religious School Calendar

March 5
• Kids Choir meets       
• Chug Presentations (10-10:30 a.m.)
• PURIM CARNIVAL!!!! 

11:30 a.m. – 1:30 p.m.

March 12 & 19

NO RELIGIOUS SCHOOL CLASSES 
– SPRING BREAK

March 26
• Chug Selection (Round 3)
• Kindergarten/1st Grade Parent  

Breakfast & Family School
• Faculty Meeting

TAG Calendar
3rd Trimester begins on Wednesday, 
March 1st. All students are enrolled in 
what our Weiner Religious School Cur-
riculum calls “Enduring Understandings.” 
These topics are included on the list of 
what we expect our students to know be-
fore they leave our school in 10th Grade.

6th & 7th Graders
Shoreshim: Family History & Life Cycles 
Denise Ellenberg, Instructor

8th & 9th Graders
Comparative Judaism/Reform Judaism 
Rabbi Linda Steigman &                                                         
Zach Zwibelman, Instructors

10th Graders 
Confirmation Class 
Rabbi Javier Cattapan, Instructor

JYG News: 6th, 7th & 8th Grade Youth Group
JYGers will be helping out at the Congregation Beth Torah Purim Carnival 
on March 5th. Let Zach Zwibelman know when you are available to help at 
zzwibelman@gmail.com. Zach is continuing to run his Open Youth Lounge 
evenings on Wednesdays from 6:30 – 7:00 p.m. Check in with your friends and 
play some video games!

mailto:r.roo%40swbell.net?subject=
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Emily Tummons, Music Director
emily@beth-torah.orgMusic Program

“The only way to get it together is together.”
– Rabbi Zalman Schachter-Shalomi

Here is the lowdown on the happenings in our music program:

Tu B’shevat Sing-Along
Here’s a photo of the children in the Kids Choir on the morn-
ing they helped me lead a Tu B’shvat Sing-Along in the family 
worship service of our religious school last month. The next 
time they’ll be singing will be Sunday morning March 5th, at 
the Purim Carnival. Don’t miss their rousing rendition of Ellen 
Allard’s “I Like Hamentashen!” After that, they’re next perfor-
mance will be Linda Salvay’s original song “Tzedakah Shake” at 
the Spring Session, on Sunday afternoon April 2nd.

Thank You, Shabbat Shirah Musicians!
A big thanks to these people, for filling this year’s Shabbat Shi-
rah service on February 10th with so much jubilation:

• The CBT Adult Choir, joined by Betsy Appelbaum on the 
flute (see their joyful photo below!)

• Judith Evnen for chanting the Song of the Sea

• Martha Gershun for narrating

• Rabbi Cattapan for stirring our hearts with his singing of 
Bonia Shur’s “Mi Chamocha”

• The CBT Women’s Group for their second annual singing of 
“Miriam’s Song,” joined by Rylee Hendrickse’s expressive sign-
language, and Ellen Taylor’s conga-playing

• Tim Intfen and Lezlie Zucker, for sharing Tim’s original 
composition “Sing Unto God”

Men’s Group Returns to Village Shalom
Last month the Men’s Group performed a set of patriotic songs 
in the Fireside Lounge, in honor of Presidents Day weekend. 
Check out their photo! The 14 participants at this event were: 
Ron Altman, Boyd Bolter, Mike Fine, Doug Greenwald, Jesus 
Gutierrez, Lloyd Hellman, Barry Katz, Stan Osman, Larry 
Rittmaster, Warren Sickel, Eli Toniazzo, Nick Toniazzo, Emily 
Tummons, Zach Zwibelman. To the Men’s Group: thank you 
for everything you do to serve your community, and beyond. 
The next performance of this ensemble will be the Spring Ses-
sion on April 2nd.

Songwriters Host Shabbat Huddle
Thank you to Tim Intfen and Lezlie Zucker for the extra special 
Shabbat Huddle on February 24th. We gathered in the Well, 
and we got to hear their original musical compositions in the 
time leading up to our Friday evening Shabbat service. If you 
enjoyed their songs, please take a moment to let them know! 
And then watch for more of their songs to be performed at the 
Spring Session on April 2nd.

Jewish Community Tefilat Shalom
Join Rabbi Jonathan Rudnick, Lezlie Zucker, and me at the next 
quarterly JFS healing service on Thursday evening, March 23rd, 
at 6:30 p.m. Here is a description of the event:

The season of spring is not far away, and with it comes a time 
of renewal. At Passover we retell the story of the Exodus from 
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Educating Our Future NOW
85% to our goal of $53,000. We need to raise $8,000 to reach our 
goal. You could be that member that helps us finish the year strong!  
Why wait for others to get us there? Go ahead and give the “gift” of 
educating our future generations in helping offset the religious school 
fees with your donation. All level of sponsors are welcome!

SAVE THE DATE 

FOR OUR INAUGURAL

1.6K or 5K
FOR EVERYONE!

Join us on the Installation Weekend 

April 30th, at 8 a.m. 
for a 1 mile or 5K walk on 
the bike path behind CBT.

 This event will cater to all 
fitness types and ages!

After a big weekend of 
celebrating our new Rabbi, 

come eat a bagel and 
WALK and TALK (or gab) 

with your friends about 
the highlights of our amazing 

installation weekend!

Registration details will be 
coming soon via email.

$18/kids under 18 and 
$36/adults

T-shirts included with your 
registration.

We welcome all levels of 
SPONSORS! 

Please contact  
Samantha Hammontree 

for details on how you can participate 
send me an email 

or call (913) 484-3021!

Egypt—giving us all the opportunity to 
look within ourselves and examine the 
places in our own lives where we may feel 
stuck or enslaved. It is a time to consider 
what it would feel like, what it would 
mean, and what it might take to get 
unstuck and continue moving on our life 
journey. This service provides the perfect 
opportunity to connect with each other 
as we prepare for Passover. It is a service 
of spiritual wellness, care, and renewal, 
and features both traditional prayer and 
contemporary inspirational readings and 
music which are meaningful for every 
stage of life. 

New Moon Lab
Our next New Moon Lab, welcoming the 
month of Adar, will be really special. We 
will meet 6:30—7:30 p.m. on Saturday, 
March 4th, in the sanctuary to do havda-
lah together, say the blessing of the new 
moon, learn about Adar, pray, and sing. 
Babysitting is provided, and we’ll all en-
joy some hot apple cider and moon pies 
afterward. After that, the next one will be 
7:30pm, Saturday night, April 1st.

Spring Session 
Sunday, April 2nd, at 3 p.m.

It’s time—invite your friends and family! 
Beth Torah will host the second annual 

“Spring Session,” a concert featuring 
100% local, original Jewish songs. Last 
year hundreds of folks from the commu-
nity came out to support the 14 featured 
composers and more than 80 performers 
(sharing 22 original Jewish songs). 

This year we will feature more composers, 
more performers, more songs. Here are the 
songwriting stars of this year’s showcase:

Would you like to join the Spring 
Session “Supporters Circle,” and help 
bring this concert to life? The Supporters 
Circle is made up of those people who 
help significantly to defray the costs of 
putting on an event like this. If you have 
already signed up with Emily, thank you! 
We recognize your special assistance, and 
we know that this concert wouldn’t be 
possible without you.

Jim Abel
Rachel Black
Carmen Dieker
Coleen Dieker
Jill Fine
Kris Gray
Howard Iceberg
Tim Intfen
Cantor Sharon 

Kohn

Stu Lewis
Rabbi Jonathan 

Rudnick
Linda Salvay
Warren Sickel
Roberta Solomon
Emily Tummons
Rabbi Scott White
Lezlie Zucker

mailto:shammontree8%40gmail.com?subject=Bagel%20Walk/Run
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reStart reCap 2017
More than 100 CBT members volunteered 
for “January at reStart,” our 28th consecu-
tive year of preparing and serving food at 
this facility. Although our meal shifts are 
only on weekends, Beth Torah pays for all 
meals during the month. Special thanks to 
BTTY who showed up with 12 members 
for the last shift in January.

This year we battled the weather, specifically 
the weekend ice storm. We were able to 
staff three of the four shifts that weekend. 
For one of the shifts (a Sunday morning) 
reStart had their staff come and spend the 
night in order to prepare lunch. 

All the volunteers that I spoke with were 
very impressed with the new dining and 
kitchen facility. The kitchen is spacious 
and clean, with all kinds of equipment for 
food preparation. The former dining hall 
arrangement had long tables extending 
the length of the room. This institution-
al design has given way to a set-up that 
compares more to restaurant seating. 
Residents enjoy staying after meals for 
socializing and conversation.

Although many of our members have par-
ticipated at reStart, most still associate the 
facility with a homeless shelter. Evie Craig, 
long-time Executive Director, perceives 
reStart as a “launching pad,” helping indi-
vidual clients and families obtain perma-
nent housing in the community. reStart is 
a transition phase until residents can find 
employment and save enough money to 
move to either rental housing or purchas-
ing a home. The reStart mission focuses on 
assisting residents to gain computer literacy, 
learn job skills, and acquire a job retention 

mindset that results in behavior consistent 
with workplace norms. 

The greatest “at risk” population at reStart 
is teens. Many who have left home find 
themselves without shelter, and are 
subject to predators recruiting young 
people for pornography and prostitution. 
Because of limited facilities, reStart turns 
away about 70 youth 
per year seeking 
shelter. The youth at 
reStart are segregated 
from the other resi-
dents and take meals 
in the area where 
they are housed.

reStart has also 
remodeled a floor 
for the specific use 
of military veterans. 
reStart works with a 
number of individual agencies to en-
sure that these special residents receive 
personal and professional counseling to 
promote skilled employment in their area 
of interest or expertise.

In finding housing and employment for 
residents, reStart plays an active role advo-
cating with landlords and employers. This 
eases the way for clients to expedite their 
housing and employment search and also 
provides a liaison for landlords and firms to 
discuss and resolve issues that arise.

Although the Beth Torah role with this 
facility has traditionally involved “January 
at reStart,” our opportunities to engage 
in social justice go far beyond preparing 

and serving food. Members with 
minimal computer savvy can help 
bridge the “digital divide” which 
limits the employment options 
of many residents. Activities 
with youth are always welcome, 
particularly outdoor fun at the 
park across from reStart. And of 
course clean-up and painting is a 
constant need. 

Many of our youth, most recently 
Tori Bass, have designed B’nai 
Mitzvah projects to focus on 

collecting clothing and other necessities for 
reStart residents. The collection point is 
typically outside the CBT office. But solicit-
ing clothing and supplies is not all that this 
remarkable young lady has accomplished. 

• At a time when many young people de-
sire expensive theme parties, Tori hosted 
her birthday party at reStart with her 

friends and ran game stations for kids at 
the facility. The reStart kids got gifts, and 
cake was provided for everyone. On other 
birthdays, Tori collected gently used toys, 
books, and other items for reStart.

• When Tori was 8, she got some of her 
friends to help make hair bows and sell 
them to friends and family. They raised 
$70 that Tori donated to reStart to pay 
for kids to go swimming in the summer.

• Tori’s Girl Scout troop had a Valen-
tine’s Day party at reStart for kids and 
other residents. They brought snacks 
and did crafts.

Tori’s commitment to social justice through 
supporting reStart is an incredible trib-
ute to her parents, Neil and Deb Bass. 
I’m most impressed that Tori recognizes 
the nuances between collecting supplies 
for a facility and sharing herself and her 
friends with reStart youth. Both actions are 
valuable. But Tori’s efforts to embrace those 
reStart kids who have faced rejection and 
alienation at such a young age, bridges the 
“otherness” we often feel when interacting 
with disadvantaged people. Her sense that 
a personal touch is essential when pursu-
ing social justice is a principle that should 
guide all Beth Torah’s programming.
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In February we sang the Song of the Sea, 
we spoke for the trees, and we heard our 
stories told in fresh ways. In March we will 
share the story of Esther, learn how to best 
care for our loved ones who are nearing 
the end of their lives, and host an event 
that allows Muslims, Jews, and others to 
come together for an opportunity to learn 
about and from each other. From unique 
events to holiday celebrations to ongoing 
social justice programs, Beth Torah pro-
vides abundant opportunity to be “busy 
doing good.” Join us as we work every day 
to turn social action into Social Justice.

Help Feed the Hungry for Passover
Hunger never takes a holiday. As we ap-
proach the season of Passover, there will 
be hundreds among us who will struggle 
to put food on the table, let alone those 
special items to celebrate a Seder. YOU 
can help make a difference. Join Jewish 
Family Services, The Rabbinical Asso-
ciation of Greater Kansas City and area 
congregations in collecting Passover food 
items. (The first Seder begins Monday, 
April 10.) More than 160 families will be 
helped through your participation in the 
Passover food drive.

Beth Torah is collecting Matzah Meal and 
Grape Juice. Packaged items should be 
labeled “kosher for Passover.” Drop off 
items at Beth Torah through March 27. 
You can find more information and other 
ways to help on our website.

Tu B’Shevat, PJ Havdalah 

Thank you to everyone who participat-
ed in our February PJ Havdalah and 
Tu B’Shevat celebration! We learned 
about tree anatomy, became a forest, and 
Theodor Seuss Geisel educated us about 
environmental responsibility while his 
Lorax spoke for the trees. 

Open Hands—An Exploration of 
Judaism and End of Life Practices

Part I 
Wednesday, March 15th, 7:00-8:30 p.m.

Part II 
Sunday, March 26th, 12:00-3:00 p.m.

Join us for this two-part adult education 
program that explores the issues we face 
as we and our loved ones approach death.

Part I: Halachic Voices and Mourning 
Customs: Join Rabbi Cattapan to discuss 
Halachic voices and Jewish mourning 
customs.

Part II: Traversing the Path: Join a panel 
of professionals to discuss the decisions 
that lie before us as we traverse these of-
ten complex, always emotion-filled paths.

*Please note that the prices on our 
cemetery plots at Mt. Moriah will be 
going up as of April 1 due to Mt. Moriah 
raising their prices. If you were thinking 
of purchasing your plots in our cemetery, 
this would be the time to act. Mt. Moriah 
representatives will be available at the 
March 26th session.

Ongoing Joel Winston 
Social Justice Programming

JFS Food Pantry: The Harvester barrels 
remain in the foyer as Beth Torah remains a 
major player in the fight against food insecu-
rity in the Kansas City metro. March is the 
Passover Food Drive. See above for details.

SAVEhome: Every Sunday night since 
May 9, 1993, members of Beth Torah 
have provided dinner to the residents of 
SAVEhome, a supervised 8-bed housing 
support unit for those with HIV/AIDS.  
This long term Social Justice Project is 
coordinated by Lauren Aaronson, who can 
be contacted via email at: 
laaronso@kumc.edu for more information.

Quarterly Blood Drives with BIAV and 
Congregation Ohev Sholom: Wednes-
day, May 10th, August 9th, November 1st. 
To sign up visit the blood center’s website 
(enter sponsor code “bethtorah”)

Mark Your Calendars
Tot Shabbat With PJ Library–Little 
People, Big Hearts: Friday, March 17th, 
6:00 p.m.

“Meet a Muslim” event: limited number 
of spaces available. Sunday, March 26th, 
5:00 p.m.–7:00 p.m. 

Installation Celebration of 
Rabbi Cattapan: Join us in feeding our 
neighbors so no one goes hungry as we 
celebrate this joyous occasion! 
April 28th-30th.

Lezlie Zucker, Program Coordinator
lzucker@beth-torah.orgGetting With the Program

“I do not want followers who are righteous, 
rather I want followers who are too busy doing good that they 

won’t have time to do bad.” – Rabbi Menachem Mendel of Kotzk

May 7 2017 / 11 Iyar 5777

 

Joel Winston Social Justice Program
in conjunction with the

We come together to honor
the memory of Mitzvah Day 

champion, Aleza Myer,
as we uphold the principles and

commandments (mitzvot)
of our faith.

We have planned a collection of 
maintenance tasks inside and 

outside the building
(If I am not for myself,

who will be for me),
as well as a project that will 

benefit the community around us
(If I am only for myself,

who am I?).
Sign up now to join us

on Mitzvah Day!
(If not now, when?)

Aleza Myer Memorial 

Mitzvah Day

https://www.esavealifenow.org/PublicScheduler/Default.aspx
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Beth Torah members supporting one another
through life’s health care challenges

To make a referral or to volunteer, contact:
Beth Torah (913) 498-2212 or email.

Thank you to the 
CBT community and 
friends and family of 
Kenzie Hammontree 

for participating in her Mitzvah Project, Camp WIN. This 
program introduces over 600 local Kansas City girls ages 
6-12 each summer to 16 sports in 4 days igniting their 
lives through advocating and promoting the lifetime value 
of sports and fitness, while providing opportunities for 
participation and leadership development. Our goal was 
to donate 100 balls and not surprisingly, this community 
stepped up and surpassed our goal by 20 balls!
For more information about Camp WIN, visit their website. 

 

Monday, August 14th
Oakwood Country Club

Welcome to our new title sponsor

Sterneck Capital Management
Frank and Robin Sterneck are longtime members 

of Congregation Beth Torah. 
Look for more information soon!

Save the Date
for the

14th Annual 
CBT 

Golf Classic 

MEET A MUSLIM AT CBT
Sunday, March 26th 5:00 p.m.-7:00p.m. Congregation Beth Torah

Congregation Beth Torah, home of a 
Reform Jewish community in Overland 
Park, is hosting a collaborative event 
with the Crescent Peace Society. It’s a 
chance for Muslims, Jews and people 
of different or even no faith to come 
together and get know one another in 
small groups. Join us for friendly con-
versation and mutual understanding at 
this event!

The Crescent Peace Society is a 
non-profit organization that seeks to 
build bridges between people of the 
Islamic faith and those of other faiths 
or no faith at all. We believe that by 
overcoming our differences and getting 
to know one another we can help foster 
a more inclusive and respectful society.

We would like to welcome you to meet 

with us and learn about the Crescent 
Peace Society, and Muslims believe at this 
event. We look forward to meeting you!

The event is free, but tickets are neces-
sary to enter. Get your tickets here.

*Please note that we are looking for table 
hosts for this event. If this is something 
you would like to do please contact 
Laura Intfen at lintfen@beth-torah.org.

Thank you to those who made donations 
in honor of Edis Parkan’s 90th birthday

Sharon & Jeff Altman
Sibby & Mel Cosner

Gloria & Matthew Elyachar
Henri & David Goettel

Lorraine Hersh
Laura & Tim Intfen

Harriet & Ron Jacobson
Alice & Tom Lewinsohn

Ellie Penner
Ellen Taylor

Gail Cosner Tucker

mailto:caringconnectionteam%40beth-torah.org?subject=
http://www.sportkc.org/win-for-kc/camp-win/
https://www.facebook.com/events/229815707426418/
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• TRIBUTES •

Beth Torah General Fund
 Janice Hendler
In Honor Of:

Recovery of Joann Mader Bob & Cathy Wylan
Linda Steigman’s guidance preparing Kenzie

for her Bat Mitzvah Samantha & Quentin Hammontree
In Memory Of:

My Sister Harry Levitt
My Father Harry Levitt
Mordko Friedman Boris & Anna Friedman
Naum Mintskovsky Felix Mintskovsky
Lou Moses Cherice & Howard Gerson and Family
Marilyn Schulzinger Felice Baumgarten
John Ernie Esser Glenn Esser & Estelle Edelbaum
Ann Cohen Sharon and Jeff Altman
Ann Cohen Andrea and Cliff Neuman

Rabbi Cattapan Discretionary Fund
In Memory Of:

Louis Moses Julie & Ron Altman, Judy & Ron Dubrov and 
Janet & Robert Bloom

Father, Eddie Goldstein Mindy Goldstein
Marilyn Schulzinger Jacob Schulzinger
Jean Kessler Bill & Charlotte Kessler

In Honor Of:
Marcia Rittmaster,

who does so many things so well Scott Franklin
Kenzie’s Bat Mitzvah Samantha Hammontree

Rabbi Levin Discretionary Fund
In Memory Of:

Louis Moses Julie & Ron Altman, Judy & Ron Dubrov and 
Janet & Robert Bloom

Lou Moses Heidi, Jess and Josh Altman
Edna Karasik Marty & Dianne Lustig
Leah Shaw Radine Shaw
Jerry & Esther Shapiro Barry & Chris Shapiro
Labe Asner Jeff Ross

Music/Choir Fund
In Memory Of:

Raymond Shaw Rosanne & Randy Deutch
Leah Shaw Rosanne & Randy Deutch
Lloyd Cunningham Ron & Jo Ann Ginson
Lou Moses Laurie & Vic Finkelstein

In Honor Of:
Kenzie’s Bat Mitzvah Samantha & Quentin Hammontree

Hunger Fund
In Memory Of:

Louis Moses Julie & Ron Altman, Judy & Ron Dubrov and  
Janet & Robert Bloom

Netta Scheel Jacob Schulzinger
Alex Wacknov Donna & Sam Zavelo
Mark Schulzinger Jacob Schulzinger
Esther Minsky Jacob Schulzinger
Mother & Grandmother, Sadie Ozar I.I. Ozar & Stephanie Elyachar
Charles Wasserman Rita Stark

Educating Our Future Fund
In Honor Of: 

Hannah Michelson & Rachel Bolter Boyd & Laura Bolter
In Memory Of:

Louis Moses Julie & Ron Altman, Judy & Ron Dubrov and
Janet & Robert Bloom

Marilyn Schulzinger Aaron Nielsenshultz
In Honor Of:

70th Birthday of SueAnn Strom Denise & Jerry Pakula
Bat Mitzvah of Olivia Balanoff Symie & Jay Menitove
Carol Ducak’s Birthday Ann Shepherd
SueAnn Strom’s Birthday Ann Shepherd
Henri Goettel’s Birthday Ann Shepherd

CBT Fund For Families In Need
In Memory Of:

Louis Moses Julie & Ron Altman, Judy & Ron Dubrov and
 Janet & Robert Bloom

Herb Fishman Ellen Taylor
Sidney & Evelyn Antin Cherie Fasbinder
Eugene Pikovsky Rowene Bossart
William Elfanbaum Rita Stark
Ann Cohen Matthew and Gloria Elyachar

Winston Social Justice Fund
In Memory Of:

Steve Smith Judy & Lloyd Hellman

Dr. Milton L. Tate Torah Fund
 Myron & Nicole Wang

Youth Activities Fund
In Memory Of:

Dorothy Chapman Paul M. Chapman

Holiday Prayerbook Fund
In Memory Of:

Lou Moses Edis Parkans

CBT Camp Scholarship Fund
In Memory of:

Ann Cohen Lon Lowenstein
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Learn, Laugh And Love Program 
Focus On Relationships

Debra Orbuch Grayson will facilitate the March program of the 
Learn, Laugh and Love series, “Maintaining Positive Relation-
ships: Myths & Realities,” on March 16. The 1:00 p.m., free 
program will be held at the Jewish Community Campus. Jewish 
Family Services and the Jewish Community Center (The J) 
present the free program.

Grayson is a licensed marriage and family therapist with close 
to 30 years of experience helping couples, families, children and 
organizations. The hour-long program will explore the realities 
and myths about relationships and will share some tips to help 
you create the relationships you want. Research shows that 
healthy relationships help to increase happiness and contribute 
positively to overall health.

Reservations are requested for the program; to do so, please call 
The J’s Heritage Center Reception Desk at (913) 327-8044.

Food Pantry Opens Expanded Space
Jewish Family Services Food Pantry has expanded its facilities 
both at the Jewish Community Campus in Kansas and in the 
agency’s new Missouri location in Brookside. The expansion was 
completed to accommodate the increasing demand for food by 
people facing food insecurity. The pantry facilities are open to 
those who qualify regardless of faith, age, culture or lifestyle. 
JFS is always seeking donations of food as well as personal care 
and household items.

For more information about the pantry or to host a food drive, 
please contact Jo Hickey, JFS food pantry director, at (913) 
327-8257 or email. To volunteer to help in the pantry please 

email or call (913) 730-1410.

Career Skills And Connections Here To Help You

There is no better time to kick-start your career than the start of 
a new year! Career Skills & Connections (CSC) is a comprehen-
sive career and employment program providing the technical 
and emotional resources to assist you in finding employment or 
making a career change. CSC is a joint effort of Jewish Family 
Services and Jewish Vocational Service. Its experienced Career 
Coaches help those who are unemployed, underemployed or 
looking for a career change. CSC has regular events that are 
open to the community including the Monday Morning Coffee 
Club, networking and helpful workshops to kick your job 
search into high gear. Details are available at on the website or 
by contacting CSC staff at employment@jfskc.org or calling 
(913) 730-1449.

Wanted: Volunteers To Make A Difference

Are you looking for a meaningful way to make a difference in 
others’ lives?

Jewish Family Services is the place to be! Whether it’s serving as 
a volunteer driver for our JET EXPRESS program taking older 
adults to the places they need to go, or lending a hand in our 
food pantry providing nutritious items to those who face food 
insecurity, JFS has a place for you. There is a variety of opportu-
nities, whether you want to help one time or if you want your 
volunteering to be a regular, frequent commitment.

For more information about how you can help, email the JFS Vol-
unteer Engagement team at or 913-730-1410.

• COMMUNITY NEWS •

Community-Wide Purim Day Celebration
Sunday, March 12, 3:30 p.m. at Village Shalom

The program will include:
• complimentary light dinner
• sing-a-long
• engaging and interactive Purim study

• assembling Shalach Manot gift bags
• an optional Megillah reading

 

Led by members of the Rabbinical Association. 
There is no charge to attend but please bring a non-perishable food item for the JFS Food Pantry.

In order that we have adequate seating, food and supplies, 
we ask that you please make advance reservations by March 3.

Visit the website for details and registration.

mailto:jhickey%40jfskc.org?subject=Food%20Pantry
mailto:volunteer%40jfskc.org%20?subject=Food%20Pantry
http://www.jfskc.org/
mailto:volunteer%40jfskc.org?subject=JET%20Express
http://www.kcrabbis.org

