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Visit the website 
for the complete 

Beth Torah 
December calendar

Sunday, December 3rd
• 3rd Grade Bake Sale

Sunday, December 10th
• Hanukkah Sing-along at T’filah
• Rosh Hodesh
• Dress rehearsal for Hanukkah 

program

Tuesday, December 12th
• First Night of Hanukkah

Wednesday, December 13th
• TAG celebrates Hanukkah

Thursday, December 14th
• Lunch ’n’ Learn

Friday, December 15th
• Bring your family menorah and 

candles to Shabbat worship

Sunday, December 17th
• Consecration
• Quarterly Forum
• Hanukkah Program
• Latke and Dreidel Party

Wednesday, December 20th
• Winter Break 

No Religious School

Friday, December 22nd
• Shabbat Huddle

Sunday, December 24th
• Winter Break 

No Religious School

Monday, December 25th
• Kansas City Community 

Kitchen 

A Note from Rabbi Javier Cattapan

Care to Join Me? We are GOING TO ISRAEL
In the Spring of 2019, 
that is. Although I have 
had the opportunity to 
travel to Israel many 

times in the last 20 years, the first time made 
the most lasting impression. I was almost 25 
years old when I visited Israel for the first time 
in August of 1993. A few days after my arrival 
in Jerusalem, it was my 25th birthday; I was all 
alone having a pasta dinner somewhere off King 
David Street in the heart of Jerusalem. “How 
depressing!” one may think… And then it hit 
me: I WAS in Jerusalem, having dinner, on my 
25th birthday and everything around me WAS 
in Hebrew, the menu, the street signs, the news 
on the radio… just how I had dreamed it would 
be… and I could understand it all, and it was 
wonderful… and it felt like home. 

The State of Israel is home for many of us as in-
dividuals and as a people, even though we might 
have never visited it; even when some of us might 
seem to have lost that sense of wonder about the 
Jewish State. There might be good reason why 
we may be reluctant to visit Israel. As the conflict 
between Jews and Arabs in Israel lingers, it seems 
impossible for us to see a light at the end of the 
tunnel. It might be a challenge for us to continue 
to believe that better days for the State of Israel 
are yet to come. Yet, I tell you, imperfect as Israel 
may seem to us from afar, once there, you will 
understand what it means to be “home.”  

We are in the early stages of the planning. We 
have identified a week in March of 2019, which 
works well for us, and may allow for spending 
Purim in Israel! If you are interested, please, 

come to our initial informational meeting on 
December 17th at 10:30 a.m. (as part of our 
Congregational Forum in the Sader-Shimkin 
Library). We will talk about the “audience” for 
the trip, as well as the possible focus of the trip, 
based on the interest of the participants: arts, 
history, food, wine, culture, bible, politics. This 
is a great opportunity to help us shape our next 
trip. 

A few days before I left for my first trip to Israel, 
my non-Jewish cousin gave me a book of Jewish 
poems, with a poem bookmarked:

“ONE DOES NOT travel to Jerusalem, 
one returns,
one ascends
the road taken by generations, 
the path of longing
on the way to redemption.”

As we begin the process of creating a congrega-
tional trip to Israel, let us remember that we are 
planning a return trip home—even for those 
among us for whom this will be their first trip; 
a trip that will help us grow as individuals, as 
families, and as a community.

https://goo.gl/eFhtiF
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Our Pillars
We are a vibrant, modern 

Reform Jewish congregation 
where everyone matters.

Congregation Beth Torah:
Embraces Energizes
Illuminates Inspires
Responds Connects 

FOR MORE INFORMATION
Phone: 913-498-2212

Fax: 913-498-1071
6100 West 127th Street

Overland Park, KS 66209
Email: info@beth-torah.org

Website: beth-torah.org
Facebook:

facebook.com/CongregationBethTorah

OFFICERS
President .................................................... Barry Katz
First Vice President ................................. SueAnn Strom
Vice President ............................................ Boyd Bolter
Vice President ..........................................Brandi Fisher
Secretary ................................................ Genna Stowe
Treasurer ............................................... Mike Ginsberg

BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
Miccole Bowen

June Crane
Todd Davisson
Scott Franklin

Amy Kane

Howard Pitler
Stephen Steigman

Nick Toniazzo
Zach Zwibelman

BTTY President ........................................... Tess Gerson
Immediate Past President ...................... Linda Zappulla

STAFF 
Senior Rabbi ...............................Rabbi Javier Cattapan
Founding Rabbi .............Rabbi Mark Levin, D.D., D.H.L.
Music Director...................................... Emily Tummons
Director of Operations ............................... Laura Intfen
Director of Finance ..................................... Tara Hyder
Director of Lifelong Learning .... Rabbi Monica Kleinman
Office Manager .....................................Robin O’Bryan
Administrative Assistant ........................ Sharon Altman
Administrative Assistant .....................Alyssa Schildhorn
Bookkeeper.............................................. Barbara Kitt
Choir Director ....................................... Carmen Dieker 
Tekiah Editor ............................................ Laura Bolter

TORAH PORTION
AND HAFTARAHIn Memoriam:

Irwin Blitt
Uncle of Sandi Fried

Marian Melcher Brill
Mother and mother-in-law of 

Barbara and Fred Gustin
Doris Snower

Grandmother of Andrea Funk

Mazel tov to:
Jake Theiss on his achievement 

of becoming an Eagle Scout
Lon Lowenstein and Susie Assal 

on their engagement

Ellen Taylor and Jim Merrill 
on their marriage

December 1/2 | 14 Kislev

Vayishlach 

December 8/9 | 21 Kislev

Vayeshev
December 15/16 | 28 Kislev

Miketz 

December 22/23 | 5 Tevet

Vayigash 

December 29/30 | 12 Tevet

Vayechi

Melton KC Returns to Beth Torah
Jews & Muslims have co-existed, at times peacefully and at other times contentiously, 
for more than a millennium. 
Melton KC is happy to announce The Star and the Crescent: The Long Relationship 
of Judaism and Islam on Thursday nights, beginning on January 11th from 7:00 to 
8:30 p.m. here at Congregation Beth Torah. 
Register here or contact Megan Pener, MeltonKC Director, at mpener@hbha.edu or 
913-327-8161.
This class will be co-taught by our own 
Rabbi Cattapan and Rabbi Kirzane of 
The Temple, Congregation B’nai Jehudah.

You shop. Amazon Gives.

Giving to Beth Torah couldn’t be more simple than this!
Raise your hand if you shop frequently on Amazon....

Did you know that when you shop on AmazonSmile, the AmazonSmile Foun-
dation will donate 0.5% of the eligible products to the charitable organization of 
your choice? If you haven’t done this before, visit AmazonSmile. You will use your 
existing Amazon.com account, and on your first visit to AmazonSmile, before you 
begin shopping, you’ll select the charitable organization that you would like to 
receive donations from your purchases. Amazon remembers your organization se-
lection, and then every eligible purchase you make when you start your shopping 
at AmazonSmile will result in a donation. Select Congregation Beth Torah so that 
every time you shop, CBT will reap the benefits. Bookmark AmazonSmile to begin 
your shopping there every time. It’s a no brainer!

http://www.hbha.edu/melton
http://smile.amazon.com
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We are offering a multitude of celebration opportunities 
for the upcoming Festival of Lights.

Come to one, or come to them all. Let’s light this winter up!
• Sunday, December 10th: Even though it’s not 

quite Hanukkah, you can get in the spirit at the All 
School Hanukkah Sing-Along during our 9:30 a.m. 
Family T’filah.

• Tuesday, December 12th: This is the first night of 
Hanukkah; let’s see how many pictures of our con-
gregants we can get on the Facebook page! Virtual 
first-night meet-up is ON.

• Wednesday, December 13th: TAG celebrates 
Hanukkah. It’s a Hannukah party Israeli-style with 
Shiran Cohen, our community shlicha.

• Friday, December 15th: Erev Shabbat AND 
Hanukkah? What could be more enlightening? 
Bring your family menorah and some candles 
and come to services at 6:30 p.m. We will have 
Hanukkah music during worship and light our 
congregational menorah as well as put all of our 
own menorahs together and let them light up our 
sanctuary and reflect in our beautiful windows. Oh, 
and there will be sufganiyot for Oneg.

• Sunday, December 17th: This day is so packed, that 
you will need extra luggage! 
Feel the lightness in your heart as you enjoy the 
Weiner Religious School Consecration ceremony 
at 9:30 a.m. and see the future of Judaism in our 
children’s faces.

Feel the lightness in your heart as you come togeth-
er with your community at 10:30 a.m. in the library 
for our Quarterly Forum and learn about some new 
and wonderful things happening at Beth Torah.
Feel the lightness in your heart as you gather in our 
sanctuary at 2:00 p.m. for our Hanukkah Program 
starring multitudes of singers sharing some songs 
and thoughts of the season. 
Feel the heaviness in your stomach as you enjoy 
latkes with all the fixings, sufganiyot and chocolate 
gelt as we party together in the ulam immediately 
after the Hanukkah program.

Hanukkah at Beth Torah!

Please bring something off of reStart’s wish list 
with you when you come on December 17th. 

We will get it down to reStart for you.
reStart wish list:

Pillows
Sheets: twin or full size

Blankets
Towels and washcloths

Hats and scarves

Feel the lightness in your heart as you lighten 
the burden for others and bring in donations for 

reStart that volunteers will bring down to the 
shelter during the month of January.
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We all know what the Beth Torah 
community feels like within the walls 
of our building. But, we recently 
saw how it also works outside those 
walls—in the form of the Beth Torah 
Book Fair at Barnes & Noble. It was 

interesting to walk into such a public, secular place on the day 
of the fair and so quickly and immersively get into the Beth 
Torah spirit.

It started with the registration table where my wife and I were 
warmly greeted by Laura Intfen and Marcia Rittmaster. In very 
short order we started bumping into Beth Torah members of all 
ages as we made our way toward the sound of our Kids Choir, 
led by Emily Tummons. Their wonderful singing was sandwiched 
between a story time and craft activity (led by volunteers Eva 
Steiner and June Crane) and an adult study session (led by Rabbi 
Kleinman). Throughout it all, there was lots of book buying, 
which generated some fundraising revenue for Beth Torah. 
And, because “We Are the Community We Feed,” we also used 

the Book Fair as an opportunity to collect food for the Jewish 
Family Services Food Pantry. The fair provided something for 
everyone and everyone included about 150 attendees—a very 
impressive turn-out.

It was a wonderful event and a great example of what can 
be accomplished through the combined efforts of staff and 
volunteers. I have already mentioned the contributions of 
our professional staff (Laura, Emily and Monica). But this 
event would not have happened without a whole bunch of 
dedicated volunteers. The effort was led by Marcia Rittmaster, 
who was not asked, but decided on her own that we needed 
to do this. She recruited seven others to join her committee 
(Todd Davisson, Phyllis Goldberg, Robin Hendrikse, Miki 
Herman, Amy Kane, Elizabeth Lenz, Denise Pakula and Becky 
Sandhaus). This allowed for a division of labor that minimized 
the effort required of any one person. And together they created 
a community spirit that, for a day, transformed Barnes & Noble 
into Beth Torah North.

Barry Katz, President
bkatz12306@gmail.comPresident’s Corner

Quarterly Forum at 10:30 a.m. on Sunday, December 17th

• Learn about plans for a 
congregational trip 
in the Spring of 2019

• Coming to the December 
forum will give you more 
information

• Purim in Israel might be 
a possibility

• Rabbi Cattapan will be  
leading the trip

Also on this 
forum’s agenda:

• Budget
• Strategic planning
• Security
• Plans for a new website
• New coffee machine— 

enjoy a cup at the meeting!

See you in the library!

We are GOING TO ISRAEL:
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Beth Torah… Inside Out 
As a member of Congregation Beth 
Torah, you have a right to have 
available to you information regard-
ing our community. You are asked 

to “bring a friend” to events and to encourage your unaffiliated 
friends to join. But it is hard for you to answer questions when 
you may not know the answers.

So, in 5778, my goal is to pick topics regarding Beth Torah and 
to offer comments and information on specific areas. Here is a 
quick list of what to expect from this part of our newsletter in 
the coming year:

This month, I would like to share with you some interesting 
facts about donations: 

Every year, Beth Torah publishes the names of donors in our 
Circles of Commitment in our High Holy Day program. The 
Circles consist of donors who give more than $2,750.00 as their 
commitment. According to the Center for Effective Philan-
thropy, Giving Circles have probably been around longer than 
recorded history. What IS a Giving Circle? Again, according 
to the above-mentioned Center’s article on the matter, “Sim-
ply put, it’s a group of people who come together to do their 
philanthropy in a coordinated fashion.” The Shalom, Gemilut 
Chasidim, Avodah and Torah circles are populated with Beth 
Torah philanthropists that prioritize Beth Torah and the com-
munity our congregation supports. 

The Fund Raising Team here at CBT brings these donors togeth-
er for multiple gatherings where discussions are shared on Beth 
Torah happenings, ideas are spread with opinions about our fu-
ture and memories are doled out in heaps of laughter and pride. 

Did you know that the annual average cost per family at CBT 
is $2580.00 and the average annual support per family is 
$2253.00? We enjoy our beautiful building, our talented service 
leaders, our hard working administrative staff and other won-
derful connectors such as programming, education and commu-
nication platforms (website, Tekiah, E-News). 

Of course, we also count on the ability to help out our congre-
gants and our community when help is needed. So many of us 
are closer than we may imagine from needing help. Beth Torah is 
there for those with food insecurities, as well as making sure that 
necessities such as shelter, utilities and medications are available. 

This only happens with donations. 

Your donation counts, no matter how large or small, no matter 
when you give. But where you give DOES matter. We all have 

causes and interests and that is why we offer many donation 
funds. But when you donate to our General Fund, you tell 
the Board and Staff that you believe that the money will go to 
where it is needed most. Some months that is a building repair, 
other months, it may be something to enhance a program, 
educational opportunity or worship experience. Donating to 
our general fund guarantees the money will be used where it is 
needed most. And, although you can give at any time, here are 
some extra special times and places for your donation dollars:

Places and spaces:

Memorial Room Plaque to remember a loved one 500.00

Tree of Life leaf to celebrate a person or event 250.00

Regular sponsorships to share your joy (birthdays, good 
health, new job, or just because):

Weekly Nosh (assures hot food on Erev Shabbat) 150.00

Fresh flowers on the bimah (beauty for a special time) 225.00

Cinnamon rolls for our Religious School breakfast 35.00

Fruit tray for our Religious School breakfast 65.00

Flavored creamers for our wonderful coffee 10.00

Flavored cream cheese for our bagels on Sunday 10.00

Times and Seasons:

Golf Tournament hole sponsors, beverage cart sponsors, 
food sponsors, or putting contest sponsor

100 Days of Giving will be in the spring this year to cele-
brate simchas from March until June

Yahrzeit letters and our High Holy Day Book of Remem-
brance: When you get your letter from us letting you know 
when your loved one’s name will be read, there will be a 
donation form included. 

Another sure way to donate is to shop in our Gift Shop. Stop 
by and let a gift shop volunteer help you help Beth Torah. You 
can also give to Beth Torah just by shopping on Amazon.com. 
Use AmazonSmile and designate Beth Torah as your charity of 
choice. Then shop away.

Your donations to Beth Torah are acknowledged by an email. 
Our office notifies the person honored by a donation if applica-
ble and the donor also receives a “thank you” note for all dona-
tions over $18.00. Donors are also listed in the Tekiah. Your gift 
is appreciated. Your donation matters.

As always, you will also receive a donor statement from our 
amazing bookkeeper, Barbara Kitt, in January. As 2017 comes 
to a close, you can, with one phone call to CBT, help with your 
tax debt and help your Beth Torah community. 

“The more tzedakah, the more shalom.” – Hillel

Laura Intfen, Director of Operations
lintfen@beth-torah.orgConnections

January ............................... Expenses
February................................. Budget
March .................... Camp Scholarships

April ......................... Board of Trustees
May ..............Staff and Job descriptions
June ............................... Adjustments

http://smile.amazon.com
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Providing meals to low-income residents during the holidays is a 
long tradition at Beth Torah. On Christmas day, Beth Torah will 
be working at Kansas City Community Kitchen, participating in 
a nationally recognized program administered by Episcopal Com-
munity Services (transitioning to the new name of NourishKC).  

This will be our first year working at the Kitchen. This or-
ganization stresses “dining with dignity” and spurns the old 

“soup kitchen” model. Instead, a restaurant approach is used 
to provide meals to guests. The chefs are students at a culinary 
training program, and will prepare the meals.

Volunteer assignments include a host who welcomes and seats 
guests, and servers who take meal and beverage orders (multiple 
meal choices are available). “Platers” work in the kitchen get-
ting the orders ready, and dishwashers use commercial equip-
ment to clean dishes and silverware. During their shift, Beth 
Torah volunteers can alternate between assignments. 

Children over 10 are welcome to join their family and adult 
supervision is required for each child under 14 years of age. 
The Kitchen will serve about 150-350 meals at lunch, so if you 
choose to volunteer you must be committed to attend. Hats, 
long pants, and closed toed-shoes are required. You can sign-up 
by calling Scott Franklin at 913-645-1036 or by email. Members 
may wish to sign-up directly at the Kansas City Kitchen website 
for our event. We hope that our service at the Kitchen becomes a 
tradition not only at these Holidays but throughout the year.

It’s Our Christmas
Mitzvah Time

29 Years of Service and Smiles!
The weekend of January 6th and 7th and consecutive week-
ends that month mark Beth Torah’s 29th year preparing and 
serving food at the reStart facility in KCMO. This is a fun and 
rewarding project for families to do together, as well as a way for 
individuals and friends to bond with others in our community. 

Volunteers who worked last year were pleasantly surprised 
(perhaps shocked) to see the extensive remodeling of the kitchen 
and dining areas. reStart’s cramped and dismal kitchen and 
dining area (this characterization is generous) was transformed 
this spring into a spacious and sparkling facility. Gone are 
the leaky pipes, the bright orange cone covering the kitchen 
drain cleanout, and a dining room with missing floor tiles. 
The kitchen sparkles with new and additional equipment. The 
dining hall is beautifully lit with a restaurant style set-up to 
replace the institutional arrangement of long tables. I visited the 
new digs this spring and was greeted by a food preparation area 
so shiny and roomy that it resembled a kitchen at a high-end 
hotel. In addition, our 4th and 5th grade friends at the Weiner 
Religious School have created custom placemats for residents to 
brighten their day as they enjoy their meals.

– Scott Franklin

Volunteering Details for reStart in January
• All food for the month is purchased by Beth Torah and 

prepared at reStart.

• We have a lunch shift (9:00 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.) and a dinner 
shift (2:00 to 6:30 p.m.) each weekend day.

• We need a total of six people per shift, three of whom must 
be over the age of eighteen. Children ten and older are 
welcome to participate with their families.

• Members can check out open slots and register through the link 
on the Beth Torah website or by contacting Scott Franklin.

• For those signing up an entire group, please get a 
commitment from each group member to ensure that there 
are no conflicts for that time slot.

• More than a week before your shift, Sharon Altman will 
send you directions and other logistical information that 
you need.

• Many Beth Torah members are unable to commit to a 
specific time in advance because of personal or business 
schedule uncertainties. We welcome those folks to volunteer 
on a substitute list should a scheduled member not be able 
to attend. Naturally, if you have a conflict when called, you 
can certainly decline.

• If you are not able to attend in person but would like to be 
involved with Beth Torah’s signature project, we are always 
in need of desserts—not baked Alaska though, but cookies, 
cupcakes, and brownies that residents can take back to 
their rooms. Drop them off at Beth Torah and your sweet 
offering will be transported to reStart.  

mailto:sfranklin8%40att.net?subject=
http://vmx.me/LRVVQDZU
mailto:sfranklin8%40att.net?subject=
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Rabbi Monica Kleinman, Director of Lifelong Learning
mkleinman@beth-torah.orgReligious School

Shalom, Friends!

I am delighted to bring you yet 
another tale from the “old country” 
to kick off our middah for De-

cember—צדק (tzedek) righteousness or “doing the right thing.” 
During Kindergarten’s family school last month we talked about 
many ways to give tzedakah, one of which is giving without 
knowing who will benefit from your gift. A classic tale, affection-
ately named “The Challahs in the Ark,” shows us how our gifts 
are so appreciated, even if we don’t know who receives them.

Once upon a time, there was a man named Mendel. Mendel 
loved to bake, and every Friday morning, he would bake four 
challahs, two for himself, and two for his brother Chaim. He 
combined flour and water, he added the yeast, he kneaded the 
bread, he shaped the braids and he baked the loaves.

One winter, Mendel’s brother was invited to teach in a town far 
away. They bid farewell. The first Friday after he left, Mendel 
baked challah as usual. He combined the flour and water, he 
added the yeast, he kneaded the bread, he shaped the braids 
and he baked the loaves. And then he realized that he had made 
four challahs instead of two! What would he do with the two 
extra loaves?

He thought and he thought, until he finally realized, “I will give 
two away! But to whom?”

“I’ll go to the town’s wisest elder, she’ll surely know!”

When he arrived at the elder’s house, he said, “Rivke, I have made 
four challahs instead of two. What should I do with the extras?”

Malka thought and thought, and finally said, “I think you 
should leave them in the holiest place you can think of, and 
they will make their way to someone who needs them.”

“The holiest place?” thought Mendel. “Where would that be? 
Somewhere in the synagogue! Maybe the shelves with prayer 
books? No, the challahs might be crushed. The rack with prayer 
shawls? No, the challahs might become hidden.”

Finally, he thought, “The Ark, home to the holiest of scrolls, 
the Torah!”

So at two o’clock Mendel walked into the synagogue, opened 
the Ark, and carefully placed the challahs within.

At three o’clock,Yankel, a synagogue congregant who volun-
teered each week to straighten the shul before Shabbat services, 
came into the temple. “Oh,” he thought as he tidied up the 
books and prayer shawls, ”My wife Rachel works so hard pre-
paring for the Sabbath, yet the children are growing so fast, we 

have barely enough food. If only we had a little more for their 
hungry bellies…” Finally he opened up the Ark to straighten 
the Torahs, when suddenly he saw two loaves of challah. “How 
can this be?” he thought. “A Sabbath miracle!” And he quickly 
rushed home to help prepare for the festive meal.

That night, as Mendel was sitting at his table, he was comforted at 
the thought that his two extra challahs were being eaten by some-
one in need. And as Yankel was sitting at his table, he was grateful 
that his family was able to have a nourishing Shabbat meal.

All week, the good feeling of helping someone else stayed with 
Mendel, so when the time came to make challahs again, he made 
four instead of two! And at two o’clock, he walked into the syna-
gogue, opened the Ark, and carefully placed the challahs.

And all week, Yankel had been grateful at receiving the unexpected 
loaves of challah. On Friday, he wondered whether there might be 
another Sabbath miracle waiting for him. So at three o’clock, as he 
finished his chores at the synagogue, he opened the Ark, and to his 
amazement, there were two more loaves!

And so it was, week after week, and year after year. Mendel 
giving, and Mordechai receiving, through the seasons. Each 
Shabbat, Rivke the elder, looking at both Mendel and Yankel in 
synagogue, would see peace and contentment in their eyes.

But one Friday a slight change occurred. Mendel was a little late 
in preparing the challahs, and thus arrived through the front 
door of the synagogue later than usual.

And Yankel, knowing that he needed more time to prepare for 
his eldest son’s Bar Mitzvah Sabbath meal, arrived at the back 
door of the synagogue earlier than usual.

When they both entered the sanctuary at the same time, and 
began walking towards the Ark, they suddenly stopped, and 
realized what had happened. A smile crept across both of their 
faces, and they started laughing.

“Good Shabbos, my friend,” said Mendel to Yankel.

“Good Shabbos, my friend,” said Yankel to Mendel.

And then Yankel asked, “Mendel, would you like to join my 
family for the Sabbath meal tonight?”

And Mendel said, “I would love to join you…and I will bring 
two loaves of Challah!”

And thus began the first of many shared meals. Week after 
week, year after year, the men and their families broke Sabbath 
bread…together!
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At the end of October, we had our 
annual reStart Halloween Party! We 
always go down to reStart, a shelter 
that provides housing and services to 
all those without permanent homes, 
to have a Halloween party mostly for 
kids, but also fun for adults. It was so 
much fun! We played Twister, ring toss, 

and an interesting bowling game! We also had some crafts for 
the kids and face paint. And last but certainly not least, we had 
all the candy and it was completely wiped out by the end of the 
party which meant that everybody certainly had a fantastic time! 
Then in November, the JYG, Junior Youth Group, and BTTY 
had a joint program where we learned about how Kansas City 
has grown over the years and the general history of it. It was real-
ly great getting to know some of the people who will be joining 
BTTY in the next couple of years! We also served as ambassadors 
for the Beth Torah Book Fair at Barnes & Noble. We had so 
much fun seeing our synagogue friends out and about!

We will be having a Finals Fun Day on December 10th. Since it 
is finals week for us high schoolers we need some way to relax. 
This program will be filled with fun ways for high schoolers to 
get their minds off of school and the pressure of finals. We will 
be playing games and just hanging out and talking! Also, this is 
our last program of the semester so I would love to see new faces 
of people who are interested in getting involved in BTTY! I am 
sure it will be a blast!

Finally, all of our BTTY Board meetings are open to all 9th– 
12th graders who are interested in getting involved in planning 
programs or just want to hear what we are up to! Our next board 
meeting will be on December 3rd from 12:30–1:30 p.m. with 
the location to be announced. If you are a teen who plans on 
attending or has any questions for me, please contact email me 
or call 913-428-6696.

Tess Gerson, BTTY President

• YOUTH NEWS •

BTTY: Beth Torah Temple Youth

Stories from our Graduates
The religious school at Congregation 
Beth Torah shaped a lot of who I am 
and the career path I have chosen. I 
grew up in this incredibly support-
ive environment and was taught by 
amazing teachers, including some of 
my own family members. While I of 

course learned a lot through the traditional classes, I would 
say that getting to help educate kids while I was in high school 
is what changed my life the most. Being a madricha for the 
Weiner Religious School was the first opportunity I ever had 
to start teaching in a Jewish environment. Had I not had this 
experience, I would not have been able to continue to be the 
Assistant Director of Education at URJ Henry S. Jacobs Camp 
or be looking for a career in the field of Jewish education. 
Beth Torah and the opportunities I had in that community 
allowed me to learn and change to discover who I wanted to 
be. I know Beth Torah continues to create these amazing expe-
riences for the kids growing up in the Weiner religious school, 
and they will grow up to value it as much as I have.

– Mackenzie Haun

More about Mackenzie:

In March, 2017, Jewish Studies student Mackenzie Haun 
was (one of three JS students) elected to join Phi Beta Kappa, 
the oldest and most prestigious national academic acade-
my. Phi Beta Kappa “celebrates and advocates excellence in 
the liberal arts and sciences. Its campus chapters invite for 
induction the most outstanding arts and sciences students at 
America’s leading colleges and universities.”

mailto:tessgerson2000%40gmail.com?subject=
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Emily Tummons, Music Director
emily@beth-torah.orgMusic Program

CONGRATS TO THE 
KIDS CHOIR!

A big thank-you to all the children in 
the Kids Choir, and especially to their 
families. The kids worked very hard for 
several weeks to work up a few songs for a 
mini-show on Sunday afternoon, Novem-
ber 12th, at CBT’s big fundraising event at 
Barnes & Noble. 

The Kids Choir embraced a different 
goal this season. While they did perform 
a couple of Hanukkah-themed favor-
ites, plugging the upcoming Hanukkah 
Program on December 17th, the ma-
jority of the songs we prepared offered a 
wider appeal, tailored to this event: songs 
like “Sing, Sing a Song,” “Home on the 
Range,” “Eidelweiss,” and “When You’re 
Smilin’,” joined by Carmen Dieker on 
violin. The energy was high, and the kids 
did an absolutely fabulous job. Thank 
you to all the congregants who came out, 
not only to support the Kids Choir, but 
to support this fundraising event.

Here are the names of the singers in this 
season of the Kids Choir, who either 
performed at Barnes & Noble, will be 
performing at our Hanukkah Program on 
December 17th, or both: Adina Cox, Es-
ther Cox, Moriah Cox, Sarah Cox, Isabelle 
Haarhoff, Sophia Herman, Alice Lenz, 
Adam J. Pizor, Jonathan Raymond, Jordan 
Rosenwald, Reagan Rosenwald, Elliot 
Spizman, Shaefer Spizman, Eli Toniazzo, 
Ellianna Toniazzo, Florence Zwibelman.

HANUKKAH PROGRAM
This year, for the second year in a row, 
our Hanukkah Program will be held on 
a Sunday afternoon rather than during 
the Friday night Shabbat service: Sunday, 
December 17th, at 2:00 p.m.

Over the course of a full hour, we will 
experience decadent Hanukkah delights 
such as the haunting Yiddish song “O 
Ir Kleine Lichtelech” sung by Harriet 
Jacobson, a rousing rendition of “S’vi-
von” sung by Alice Capson, a Sephardic 
song in Ladino sung by Rabbi Javier 
Cattapan, and a lesser-known Hanukkah 
song composed by Naomi Shemer called 
“Shivchei Maoz” sung by Liz Willen. 
Soloists Drew & Bella Stowe and Randy 
Deutch will also join our larger ensem-
bles like the Adult Choir, Men’s Group, 
and Kids Choir in presenting Hanukkah 
favorites. The narrating team of Rabbi 
Monica Kleinman and Chuck Cantor 
will be tying all the songs together in one 
compelling narrative arc from a place of 
wonder and hope to a place of all-out joy, 
with latkes to boot.

Please invite your friends and families!

FRIDAY EVENING 
WORSHIP TEAMS

Here are the bimah teams for each of 
the Friday night Shabbat services in the 
month of December:

December 1: Rabbi Javier Cattapan, 
Carmen Dieker, Emily Tummons

December 8: Martha Gershun, 
Tim Intfen, Emily Tummons

December 15: Rabbi Javier Cattapan, 
Randy Deutch, Carmen Dieker, Weber 
Ingersoll, Tim Intfen, Emily Tummons

December 22: Rabbi Javier Cattapan, 
Tim Intfen, Emily Tummons, 
Lezlie Zucker

December 29: Rabbi Javier Cattapan, 
Randy Deutch, Carmen Dieker, Weber 
Ingersoll, Tim Intfen, Lezlie Zucker

SHABBAT HUDDLE
At our next Shabbat Huddle, we will 
welcome two guest facilitators: Joel Kri-
chiver and Lezlie Zucker. We will meet in 
the space behind the ark, 5:45–6:15 p.m., 
Friday, December 22nd, before the Erev 
Shabbat services begin at 6:30 p.m.

Shabbat Huddles are held approximately 
once per quarter throughout the year. 
Looking back over this current year, 
2017, here are the themes that we have 
explored together:

1. February 2017 Huddle: At our Febru-
ary Huddle, we featured the songwriting 
creations of two of our members, Lezlie 
Zucker and Tim Intfen. Together with 
the whole music team, we played and 
sang many of Tim and Lezlie’s original 
Shabbat-connected songs, like “Hinei 
Mah Tov,” “Haporeis Sukat Shalom,” 
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“Sing Unto God,” “Stand & Pray,” “Or Chadash,” “Shalom Rav.”

2. May 2017 Huddle: We focused on Jerusalem, given the Hud-
dle’s proximity in time to Yom Yerushalayim. From our new High 
Holy Day machzor Mishkan HaNefesh, we pulled together some 
meaty Israel-themed prayers and readings. We also sang songs like 
“Bashanah Haba’ah” and, of course, “Yerushalayim Shel Zahav.” 

3. September 2017 Huddle: This Huddle was scheduled at 
the threshold of the Hebrew month of Elul, and so it centered 
around the liturgy and music of this season of preparation 
for the Days of Awe. Again we drew on the rich readings and 
prayers found in Mishkan HaNefesh, and we sang songs like 
“Dodi Li,” “Achat Shaalti,” “Hashiveinu,” and “Pitchu Li.” 

4. This brings us to our December 2017 Huddle. Here are 
some of the themes that Joel and Lezlie will draw from as they 
teach us: Winter will have just begun the day before, which 
makes this point of the year the darkest time, the time with the 
smallest amount of sunlight. Lezlie and Joel will weave together 
music and meditations about light and darkness, drawing also 
from the Torah portion for that Shabbat.

CONTEMPLATION NIGHT
In the writings of Rabbi Abraham Joshua Heschel, we read this: 
“The words of our prayers must not fall off our lips like dead leaves 
in the autumn. They must rise like birds—out of the heart—into 
the vast expanse of eternity.” 

At the CBT Contemplation Nights, the world of inner prayer 
receives our whole focus. The pieces of liturgy, music, readings, 
and silence all work together to take us on a journey of the soul. 
Would you like to join us? Our next Contemplation Night will 
be held on Saturday, January 6th, 5:30–6:30 p.m. 

NEW MOON LAB
We will greet the Hebrew month of Sh’vat at our next New 
Moon Lab, on Saturday, January 20th, 6:30–7:30 p.m. 
Babysitting is always provided for this program. If you have 
never attended a New Moon Lab before, here is a refresher on 
exactly what this program is all about: 

There’s an old tradition of the whole community coming 
together, going outside on a Saturday night early on in the new 
Jewish month, and saying the birkat halevana, the glorious 
blessing to greet the new moon. As the moon reappears to face 

its Creator each month, so we can renew ourselves spiritually 
in greeting the Shechinah (the Divine Presence) each month, 
by learning about and then taking part in this custom. Here 
at CBT, we come together to explore Talmudic texts, make 
havdalah, say the blessing over the new moon, sing, discuss that 
month’s themes, experiment with different learning/praying 
formats, and hang out afterward eating Moon Pies and sipping 
hot apple cider. 

In the photo to the left you can see the group that gathered for 
this year’s Nisan New Moon Lab (holding up their moon pies!) 
last April. Whether it’s your first time or your tenth time, please 
feel free to join us on January 20th.

CALL FOR SINGERS—SHABBAT SHIRAH
Would you like to sing with either the Adult Choir or the 
Women’s Group for Shabbat Shirah? We would love to have 
you. The community will come together on Friday, January 
26th, for the chanting of the Song of the Sea, and some raucous-
ly joyful music. Check out the photos below of the Adult Choir 
and Women’s Group, taken last Shabbat Shirah season. You are 
invited to join these groups and help us make it all happen. 

Here is the rehearsal schedule for both ensembles:

Women’s Group: Sunday mornings, 10:10–11:00 a.m.
January 7th,14th, 21st

Adult Choir: Wednesday evenings, 7:00–8:30 p.m.
January 10th, 17th, 24th

Email Emily to get signed up!

mailto:emily%40beth-torah.org?subject=
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Congressional Candidate Forum
Congregation Beth Torah will host a Can-
didate Forum for all declared candidates 
for the KS 3rd Congressional District.

The event will be in the sanctuary at Beth 
Torah from 2:00 to 3:30 p.m. on Sun-
day, February 11th.  

Nick Haines, Executive Producer/Public 
Affairs for KCPT Public Television, will 
moderate the event.

Our goal is to have a civil discussion of 
key issues that Congress will face in the 
next two years. 

To ensure civility, we will use rules de-
vised by American Public Square (APS).

 Specifically: 

• There will be no applause during the 
Forum.

• Members of the audience will be 
given “incivility bells” to ring if the 
conversation is getting uncivil. 

• We will have librarians as fact checkers. 
Audience members may request a fact 
check on any claim made by candidates.   

• We will take questions from the 
audience, but they will be written down 
and read by the moderator. 

Using these rules, we will allow the 
candidates to clearly state their positions 
and views.   

Congregation Beth Torah members can 
register for this free event on the Beth 
Torah website or by visiting this site.

Promotion to the broader Jewish and gen-
eral communities will begin in January.

Imagine growing up 
not knowing the date of your birth 

or exactly how old you are
That’s the reality for many refugees who come to the United 
States and only have a vague idea of when they were born. They 
are automatically given the date of January 1st as their birth 
date when they enter the country. 

Partnering with JVS (Jewish Vocaitons Services) and The Tem-
ple, Congregation B’nai Jehudah, Beth Torah is anxious to help 
these newest members of the KC community celebrate their 
first birthday and perhaps the first time they have ever received 
a gift just for them and just for fun. The birthday party will also 
provide the children with an example of what happens during an 
American birthday party—something which is extremely foreign 
to most of them. One of the goals of JVS is to ease the transition 
to the United States for refugees and their families. The party 
will help make their first party of a friend not so awkward.

How can you help? 
We need volunteers on the day of the event! There will be four 
two-hour shift options to choose from below in our Sign-Up 
Genius. We would love whole families to come help, but chil-
dren must be 10 years or older and accompanied by a parent.

If you are unable to donate your time, we would love any 
donated gifts for all age groups of $10–$15 so that each child 
can receive a gift during this first birthday party! There is a gift 
drop- off box in the ulam at Beth Torah.

Date: Sunday, January 21, 2018
Time: 9:00 a.m.–5:00 p.m. 
Location: Della Lamb Community Center 
500 Woodland Avenue, KCMO

Visit this website to sign up.

Beth Torah members 
supporting one another 

through life’s 
health care challenges

To make a referral 
or to volunteer, 

contact Beth Torah at 
 913-498-2212 or email 

https://goo.gl/sLXYpR
https://goo.gl/WsTAmu
mailto:caringconnectionteam%40beth-torah.org?subject=
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Barnes & Noble Book Fair
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• TRIBUTES •

Beth Torah General Fund 

 Alan Markowitz
In Memory Of:

Edis Parkans Eleanor Komet
Edis Parkans Ellen Potter & Stephanie Taylor
Morris Sterneck Barry & Linda Katz
Dr. Larry Cohen Barry & Linda Katz
Dr. Larry Cohen Ann Stern & Leonard Glass
Grandfather, Simon Ozar Stephanie Elyachar
Lynn Pepper Rubin Sharon Jerwick
Father, Bernard M. Krichiver Joel Krichiver

In Honor Of: 
Engagement of Lon Lowenstein to Suzy Assal Stan & JoyceZeldin

In Appreciation Of:
CBT for hosting “Meet a Muslim” Crescent Peace Society

Rabbi Cattapan Discretionary Fund
 Jeff Lefko

In Memory Of:
Bertram Mann Martin & Dianne Lustig
Sandra Shaffer Norman Shaffer
Betty Horton Ron & Jo Ann Ginson
Marian Melcher Brill Ron & Jo Ann Ginson
Mother, Ruth Kessler Bill & Charlotte Kessler
Grandfather, William Klopper Karen Agron Flattery
Mother & Mother-in-law,

Marian Melcher Brill Barbara & Fred Gustin
Nancy Levine Barbara & Fred Gustin

In Honor Of:
Upcoming wedding of Ellen Taylor & Jim Merrill Karen Leeds

Rabbi Mark Levin Discretionary Fund
In Memory Of:

Father, Ray Carl Kinkead Heidi Altman
Edith Zucker Marge & Barry Skikne

Hunger Fund
In Memory Of:

Elaine Waxman Susan and Joel Waxman
Simon Ozar I.I. & Lesly Ozar
Hadassah Salz Maureen and Sandy Salz

CBT Fund For Families In Need
In Memory Of:

Jay L. Shapiro Kathy & Steven Shapiro
Myron Portman Gail Goldstein
Bertha Goldstein Gail Goldstein

Music and Choir Fund
In Memory Of:

Marian Melcher Brill Ronnie & Larry Lerner
Edis Parkans Sarah Derks

Rabbi’s Fund For Social Justice Projects
In Memory Of:

Larry Cohen Donna Gould-Cohen

Educating Our Future Fund
 Steve & Margie Cooper
 Lowenstein Family Supporting Foundation
 Howard & Gloria Pitler
 Linda Zappulla

In Honor Of:
Dr. Jo-Ann Harris’ retirement Rabbi Linda Steigman
Dr. Jo-Ann Harris’ retirement SueAnn Strom

In Memory Of:
Irwin Blitt Sharon & Jeff Altman
Margaret V. Pecora SueAnn Strom

Camp Scholarship Fund
 Girson Family Foundation

Youth Activities Fund
In Memory Of:

Ronald H. Chapman Paul M. Chapman

JFS Hanukkah Project 
Thanks You

Thank you to more than 15 Beth Torah members who 
provided individually-chosen presents, gift cards, and 
monetary donations for the JFS Hanukkah Project, 
beating our goal and helping to ensure everyone in our 
community has a light-filled Hanukkah.

The entire community is invited to the family-friendly 
JFS Hanukkah Wrap/Chiefs Watch Party from 11:45 
a.m.–2:00 p.m. in the JCC Social Hall on Sunday, 
December 3rd. We’ll enjoy Game Day snacks while we 
wrap gifts and make cards to bring Hanukkah joy to 
more than 350 older adults, families, and children in 
our community. There will be fun for the whole family, 
so bring your kids—and extra Hanukkah gift wrap and 
gift bags, too. Email to RSVP.

mailto:volunteer%40jfskc.org.?subject=
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Hanukkah Blessings
Candles are added to the hanukkiyah (menorah) from right to left but are kindled from left to right. 
The newest candle is lit first. (On the Shabbat of Hanukkah, kindle the Hanukkah lights first and 
then the Shabbat candles.)

Light the shamash (the helper candle) first, using it to kindle the rest of the Hanukkah lights. 
As you do, say or sing:

Baruch atah, Adonai Eloheinu, Melech haolam, asher kid’shanu b’mitzvotav v’tsivanu l’hadlik ner 
shel Hanukkah.

Blessed are You, Adonai our God, Sovereign of all, who hallows us with mitzvot, commanding us to 
kindle the Hanukkah lights.

Baruch atah, Adonai Eloheinu, Melech haolam, she-asah nisim laavoteinu v’imoteinu bayamim 
hahaeim baz’man hazeh.

Blessed are You, Adonai our God, Sovereign of all, who performed wonderous deeds for our
ancestors in days of old at this season.

For first night only:

Baruch atah, Adonai Eloheinu, Melech haolam, shehecheyanu v’kiy’manu v’higianu laz’man hazeh.

Blessed are You, Adonai our God, Sovereign of all, for giving us life, for sustaining us, and for en-
abling us to reach this season.

Hanerot Halalu

We kindle these lights because of the wondrous deliverance You performed for our ancestors. 
During these eight days of Hanukkah, these lights are sacred; we are not to use them but only to 
behold them, so that their glow may rouse us to give thanks for Your wondrous acts of deliverance.



Congregation Beth Torah | 15

• COMMUNITY NEWS •

New Assistance Line Available to 
Meet Emergency Needs

The JFS Food and Shelter program helps people who are in 
greatest financial need, whether because of a job loss, medical 
issues or some other financial problem. The goal is to get people 
the assistance they need to overcome immediate crisis and 
improve their financial lives in the long-term. To more directly 
access support, JFS has established a new Assistance Helpline at  
913-730-1747. 

Social workers will work with callers to help address urgent or 
basic needs, whether meeting the rent or mortgage, utilities, 
food, or transportation. As the crisis is addressed, longer-term 
goals such as stable employment, improving family income, or 
building net worth are integrated into the coaching process. 

If you or a Jewish family member or friend are experiencing a 
financial crisis or are in need of immediate assistance, please call 
the new Assistance Helpline at 913-730-1747.

KAVOD Project Coming to KC to Photograph 
Holocaust Survivors

Professional photographer John Pregulman and the nonprofit 
KAVOD, which means dignity, will visit Kansas City on 
Monday, December 4th, to meet and capture photographs of 
local Holocaust survivors. 

KAVOD was created in the fall of 2015 by Pregulman and his 
wife Amy to provide aid to Holocaust Survivors in need and en-
sure they live the remainder of their lives comfortably and with 
dignity. KAVOD has already raised over $66,000 and served sur-
vivors in 18 communities across the U.S., including Kansas City.

This free photography session will take place from 10 a.m. to 
noon in the Social Hall of the Jewish Community Campus. A 
light nosh will be served. Following the photo session, each survi-
vor will receive a complimentary print of his or her photograph. 

Survivors and their children, grandchildren or other family 
members are invited to take a multi-generational photo together.

For more information about the portrait project in Kansas City, 
please contact Sarah Chao at Jewish Family Services, 913-730-1444. 
Learn more about KAVOD.

Gathering for Spiritual Peace and Wholeness 
On Thursday, December 7th, join an expressive and supportive 
gathering to share traditional and contemporary prayers, songs, 
and readings, including personal reflections from individuals. 
The Jewish Gathering for Spiritual Peace and Wholeness will 
focus on the miraculous power of hope and the need for all of 
us to feel some light in times of darkness.

Sponsored by the Chaplaincy Program of Jewish Family Services 
in partnership with Village Shalom, this sacred time and space 
will offer support and connection to those seeking comfort. The 
evening gathering will be co-led by Jewish Community Chap-
lain Rabbi Jonathan Rudnick, song leader Emily Tummons, and 
cantorial soloist Rachel Black, with guest facilitator Rabbi Stuart 
Davis of Temple Sinai.

This service takes place at Village Shalom, 5500 W. 123rd St., in 
Overland Park, beginning at 6:30 p.m. It is open to the entire 
community regardless of one’s level of observance. A light nosh 
will be served starting at 6 p.m. Please make reservations by 
calling the JFS office at 913-327-8250 or by email.

Learn Laugh Love Program Focuses On Humor
Come get a little dose of Jewish humor from Kansas City’s own 
Lou Asner on Thursday, December 14th, 1:00 to 2:00 p.m. as part 
of the Learn, Laugh, Love program series. This program is spon-
sored by Jewish Family Services and the Heritage Center of the 
Jewish Community Center and will be held in the MAC Room.

Asner is a Jewish Humor historian and has been a published car-
toonist for 40 years. During the program, Asner will talk about 
Jewish comedians and cartoonists. 

This program is free, but reservations are requested by calling 
the Heritage Center at 913-327-8044. 

Whole Foods Reusable Bag Program Helping 
JFS Food Pantry

Bring your reusable grocery bags to any area Whole Foods Mar-
ket to help those facing food insecurity!

Jewish Family Services Food Pantry has been chosen as the sole 
recipient of the three Kansas City area Whole Foods stores as 
part of the “Your Change Creates Change” program. When 
shoppers check out and bring their own reusable bags, Whole 
Foods will provide a 10-cent per bag credit at checkout. Shop-
pers can keep the savings or give it to the JFS Food Pantry. 
Shoppers should tell the cashier to pass along the savings to the 
JFS Pantry.

Skate to Battle Hunger this Winter
With the arrival of the colder weather comes the fun of ice 
skating. Now you can skate AND help others who face food 
insecurity. The Ice at Park Place has teamed up with Jewish 
Family Services Food Pantry; from November 17th until Feb-
ruary 19th, skaters can receive $1 off admission if they bring a 
non-perishable or canned item to donate to the pantry. Look 
for the Food Pantry barrel at The Ice where donations can be 
dropped off.

http://www.kavodensuringdignity.com
mailto:healing%40jfskc.org?subject=

