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website 
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August calendar

Wednesday, August 9th
• Blood Drive

Friday, August 11th
• Installation of our new Director 

of Lifelong Learning, 
Rabbi Monica Kleinman

• Fourth class in the adult 
education series about the new 
machzor

Saturday, August 12th
• Contemplation Night 

with havdalah

Monday, August 14th
• Sterneck Capital Management 

14th Annual CBT Golf Classic

Friday & Saturday, 
August 18th & 19th

• Artist-in-Residence: 
Bryce Emily Megdal

Sunday, August 20th
• JYG Shindig

Friday, August 25th
• Elul Sermon-in-Song

Sunday, August 27th
• Day of Discovery

A Note from Rabbi Javier Cattapan

Choosing our Jewish Journeys
Welcoming 
the stranger 
is a value 
that every 
synagogue 

holds dear. Yet, to welcome someone, we need 
to feel proud and have bought into what we 
mean to welcome them. In his book, The Spiri-
tuality of Welcoming, Ron Wolfson writes: “We 
need a new aliyah, an aliyah to Judaism—a 
call to born Jews, to Jews by choice, to non-
Jews, to members, and to not-yet members 
of our synagogues to affirm their desire to be 
within the Jewish community. Aliyah literally 
means going up, ascending to a higher place, a 
place of meaning and purpose.” Being part of 
a community such as ours is being in a place 
of meaning; a place where everyone, I pray, 
finds purpose. But making this type of aliyah 
requires each of us to be intentional about 
sharing with others our journey and inviting 
them to be part of it. True, we do not seek 
converts, but neither should we chase people 
away thinking that what we have to offer is not 
worth considering.

We welcome everyone, period. The level of par-
ticipation, however, is not one and the same. 
For instance, we have requirements for children 
wanting to celebrate a bat/bar mitzvah cere-
mony in our sanctuary. Their families must be 
members, and the child needs to be Jewish, be 
in religious school for at least two years, study 
Hebrew and prepare their Torah portion. Is the 

child who spent countless hours preparing for 
her bat mitzvah “better” than the one who does 
not want to invest that time? No, of course 
not, but we make a distinction. Study and 
dedication make a difference, and we celebrate 
it. We celebrate their choosing Judaism.

I see the situation of many non-Jews in a 
similar way: Study and dedication to learn and 
practice Judaism have value and we want to 
celebrate their choice. One of the most reward-
ing aspects of being a rabbi is participating in 
the conversion process. The process includes 
a year of study, meeting with a rabbi and the 
final stage when the candidate meets with a 
panel of three rabbis (a bet din or rabbinic 
tribunal) usually held at the site of our com-
munity mikvah and is officially welcomed into 
the Jewish people. It is not for everyone, but it 
is something we should be able to talk about 
openly and offer it to our loved ones, friends, 
and other non-Jews for whom becoming Jewish 
might be a rewarding and treasured experi-
ence. Whether as the sponsoring rabbi or as a 
participant in the bet din, I find that building a 
relationship with our congregants is the deter-
mining factor that tells me if the candidate is 
ready or not. 

Throughout my 20 years as a congregational 
rabbi, I have been blessed to witness many 
journeys towards Judaism and have learned 
that in each case there was someone in their 
life who at one point opened their minds to 
the possibility of becoming Jewish. As you read 

continued on page 2

https://goo.gl/7pGftF
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Our Pillars
We are a vibrant, modern 

Reform Jewish congregation 
where everyone matters.
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this, think for a moment where you are 
in your Jewish journey and, moreover, 
where you might fit in someone else’s life 
journey—a journey not-yet-Jewish. If you 
are Jewish, consider the possibility that 
you might be the one to help them begin 
the journey. If you are considering wheth-
er Judaism is right for you, I invite you 
to reach out to me. I am eager to answer 
your questions and concerns; I will walk 
with you without judging or pushing. 

Here’s one more reason for all of us to 
think about conversion at this time of the 
year. In August, the community conver-

sion class will begin again. This is the 
time to enroll (see information on page 
10). I would be honored to meet with 
any potential candidate and explore their 
journey toward choosing Judaism. Obvi-
ously, as a convert myself, I would not be 
asking them to do anything that I have 
not already done! And it has been by far 
the best choice I have made in my life!

jcattapan@beth-torah.org

August 4/5 | 13 Av
Parashat Vaetchanan

August 11/12 | 20 Av
Parashat Ekev

August 18/19 | 27 Av
Parashat Re’eh

August 25/26 | 4 Elul
Parashat Shofetim

Mazel to:
Phil and Jackie Hermanson on the 

marriage of their daughter, 
Elena Hermanson to Ben Heisler.

Barbara and Zachary Waxman and 
Susan and Joel Waxman on the 
birth of their son and grandson 

Miles Draper Waxman.

Friday night, August 11th
Sponsored Nosh in celebration of an 
upcoming marriage. There will also be 
a special blessing for the happy couple 
during services.

Also during services, we will be formally 
welcoming Rabbi Monica Kleinman, 
our Director of Lifelong Learning and 
her husband Jon Kleinman, into our 
community. This is also the evening we 
will be using our new audio visual upgrade 
in the sanctuary for the very first time. 
A shecheyanu night on multiple levels.

Then, after worship, Rabbi Monica 
Kleinman will be presenting the fourth 
and final Adult Education piece on our 
new machzor, Mishkan HaNefesh. 

Friday night, August 18th:
While the rabbi is away, we will pray. It 
will be a wonderful Friday night as Lezlie 
Zucker leads our worship prayers while 
Artist-in-Residence, and current Cantori-
al student Bryce Emily Megdal leads our 
music at services for the weekend. Also, 
Friday night, after worship, get ready for 
a lovely concert by Bryce in our ulam 
while you enjoy our oneg treats.

Friday night, August 25th:
Elul Sermon-in-Song. Come and 
welcome Elul with song.

Every Shabbat is 
special. But here 
at Beth Torah, we 
have three Friday 
evening Erev 
Shabbat services 
that you won’t 
want to miss:

continued from page 1
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We need your assistance in 
gathering local gift cards and/or 

season tickets 
for our largest fundraiser— 

the 14th Annual Golf Classic 
and Silent Auction. 

Please bring your donations to the office 
or call Samantha Hammontree 

with any questions at 913-484-3021.

OAKWOOD COUNTRY CLUB
9800 Grandview Road 

Kansas City, MO
Silent Auction & more:

Hole Contests, Putting 
Contest, 

Team Prizes

Thank you to all the sponsors and golfers 
who have committed to our golf classic: 

Title Sponsor: Frank Sterneck Capital Management • 
Putting Contest Sponsor: The Caviar Family • Lunch Sponsors: Mark Myron 

and Debbie Smith • Beverage Sponsors: Tom Cohen, James & Kelly Kaplan, and 
Bobby Epsten • Team and Hole Sponsors: Country Club Bank, GEM Commercial 

Flooring (Matthew Elyachar), Jeffrey Ross and Village Shalom 
• Team Sponsors: Samantha & Quentin Hammontree, Barry Katz, Benefit Brokers 

(Rod O’Bryan); Doug Greenwald, Mt. Moriah and Kevin Oellien 
• Hole Sponsors: Parris Communications (Roshann Parris), Sunshine Lighting 

(Jeff Altman), The Gift Shop at Congregation Beth Torah, Copaken Brooks 
(Bucky Brooks), Vistage (Tony Lewis), The Wylan Family, Laura & Tim Intfen, 

Emily Tummons & Hunter Christophersen, Tea Drops (Janet Bloom), Rabbi Javier 
Cattapan & Kris Gray • Individual Golfers: Jeff Altman, Larry Altman, Jim Ellis, 

Ron Jacobson, Alan Jerwick, Fran Kuhn, Whitey Kuhn, John Lavery, Russel Mann, 
Ben Navarro, Alan Neuberger, Cliff Neuman, Roger Sommi, Bob Wylan

 
Schedule of Events

11:00 a.m. 
Registration Opens

11:00 a.m. - end of tournament
Silent Auction

11:00 a.m. - end of tournament
Putting Contest

11:00 a.m.-12:45 p.m.
Boxed Lunch

12:45 p.m.
Orientation Round Up

1:00 p.m.
Shot Gun Scramble

Post Golf
Awards Ceremony and 

Light Meal

The 2017 
Sterneck Capital Management

14th Annual 
CBT Golf Classic
MONDAY, AUGUST 14THRegistered Investment Advisor

SIGN UP NOW TO PLAY GOLF or BE A SPONSOR! 
More information can be found on our website.  

or call Sharon at the Beth Torah office, 913-498-2212.

Donations
Needed

http://www.beth-torah.org
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Let me start by 
highlighting 
some special 
events that will 
be taking place 
this month. 

On August 11, the Erev Shabbat service 
will include our official welcome to Rabbi 
Monica Kleinman, our new Director 
of Lifelong Learning, and her husband 
Rabbi Jon Kleinman. Let’s turn out in 
force to show them how excited we are 
that they are now part of our community. 
You might also consider using this 
occasion as an opportunity to contribute 
to the Beth Torah Educating Our Future 
Fund. Two years ago we decided to 
eliminate religious school tuition for our 
members, thus creating the need for the 
entire community to step up to fund the 
religious school. We are about halfway 
towards our goal of $53,000 for the 

current fiscal year. Please help us to get 
the rest of the way there.

The following weekend (August 18-19) 
brings us singer/songwriter Bryce Emily 
Megdal as our Artist-in-Residence. Bryce 
will co-lead our services on Friday night 
and Saturday morning and, following 
the Friday night service, will perform for 
us during the oneg. Bryce is bringing her 
talents to us from Los Angeles, and I hope 
you will take advantage of this opportunity 
for a unique musical experience.

On August 14, sandwiched between 
these two Shabbats, is our annual golf 
tournament, this year sponsored by 
Sterneck Capital Management. Many 
thanks to our members, Frank and Robin 
Sterneck, for coming forward to do this. 
There is still time to sign up as a golfer, 
sponsor or volunteer. Or just show up to 
participate in the silent auction. This is an 

important fundraiser for Beth Torah, so 
please contribute in any way you can.

On the topic of special events, we 
recently received recognition from the 
Jewish Federation of Greater Kansas City 
regarding the “Spring Session” that Emily 
Tummons has spearheaded the last two 
years. This concert features Jewish music 
written by local musicians and brings 
together, here at Beth Torah, people from 
all over the greater Kansas City Jewish 
community. The Federation’s recognition 
is in the form of a grant that will help 
to defray the cost of next year’s event. 
Thanks are due to Lauren Aaronson, 
who volunteered her professional grant 
writing skills and expertise to help our staff 
wend its way through the lengthy grant 
application process. Please consider what 
skills and expertise you could volunteer 
that would make Beth Torah a better place 
for all of us.

Barry Katz, President
bkatz12306@gmail.comPresident’s Corner

Join CBT and special guest Bryce Emily Megdal 
for a special Artist-in-Residence Shabbat! 

Lezlie Zucker and Bryce Emily Megdal will be your worship 
leaders at a special Artist-in-Residence Shabbat, Friday night, 
August 18th and Saturday morning, August 19th.  

Friday, August 18th
• 6:00 p.m. – Nosh

• 6:30 p.m. – Shabbat Evening Worship

Worship Leader, Lezlie Zucker / Music Leader, 
Bryce Emily Megdal

• After Services – Oneg and Concert

Bryce will share her original tunes as we partake in our 
delicious oneg

Saturday, August 19th
• 10:30 a.m. – Shabbat Morning Worship

Worship Leader, Lezlie Zucker / Music Leader, 
Bryce Emily Megdal / Torah Reader, Henri Goettel

See the CBT website for more details. 
We look forward to seeing you there!

https://goo.gl/gxjTqF
http://brycemegdal.com
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Laura Intfen, Director of Operations
lintfen@beth-torah.orgConnections

“You cannot endow even the best 
machine with initiative; the jolliest 
steamroller will not plant flowers.” 
– Walter Lippmann

For those of you who may not know, 
Walter Lippmann was a reporter, writer and political commenta-
tor who lived from 1889-1974. He coined the term, “cold war.” I 
am proud to let you know, that although I quote him; this article 
has nothing to do with politics, Russia, or psychological warfare.

It has everything to do with the news though. Real, not fake. 

We have new technology in our sanctuary. In these pictures you 
can see what it looks like. But on August 11th, I encourage you 
to come to Erev Shabbat worship and see what this technology, 
plus creativity and initiative looks like. Our creative worship 
team, our board of trustees, our educators, and other groups will 
be feeding these machines to bring you worship, connections 
with other synagogues, a diversity of thoughts and cultures, 
foreign countries, songs, scenery, spreadsheets, annual meeting 
agendas… and so much more that no one has even thought of 
yet. The possibilities are endless and wonderful.

This amazing portal of the future is thanks to so many. Dollars 
from our Torah Writing Technology donations are a part of it. 
Susan and Valery Tokar’s Vinebaum Fund is a part of it, and 
Building Fund is a part of it too. Does this kind of improvement 
to our community interest you? There is still work to be done. 
We could use a digital sound board to make our sound crisper. 
Work can be done to hide some of the cords that show and even 
remove some of the cords with some wireless advances. Please 
consider a donation to connect us even more. 

I have been asked many questions about this project, but the 
most common has been, “What about our prayer books?” and 
“Will we be using the system every week?” Some Erev Shabbat, 
Shabbat morning and Sunday morning family services will 
have visual aspects to them. We will still be using our Mishkan 
T’filah. The whole service might not be on the screen, maybe it 
will just be visual poetry for silent prayer, and maybe it will be 
songs. What will your prayers and songs sound like when you 
are looking up instead of looking down into a book? Come and 
join us August 11th and find out. 

Thank you to Stark Raving Solutions for sending out the best 
install team ever. They handled the project from all directions.

The clarity of the picture from the laser projec-
tor is amazing. We promise not to make you lie 
on the floor of the sanctuary to see it though.

Projector and screen installed. A little training and we are ready to go.

This new amud microphone will make sure that every voice is heard. 
No more adjusting equipment or wondering if someone’s voice carries. 
This is your warning that our new microphone will pick up your voice 
from just about anywhere on the bimah. Be careful what you say.
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Rabbi Monica Kleinman, Director of Lifelong Learning
mkleinman@beth-torah.orgReligious School

Shalom, Beth Torah!

It has been a great first few weeks for 
me here at Congregation Beth Torah. 
I’ve had the immense pleasure of 
working with our fantastic teaching 

staff to get us ready for a great year at the ARJE Accredited Weiner 
Religious School, preparing for the High Holy Days with the pro-
gramming and liturgical teams, and getting to know many of you 
through casual run-ins and informal meetings!

My husband Jon and I are incredibly grateful for the warm wel-
come we have received so far- from warm hugs and smiles to rec-
ommendations as to where to go for the best barbecue (additional 
suggestions are always appreciated)! 

The lengths to which you have embraced us remind me of a story 
I heard during my time as a rabbinical student, and the CBT 
community has become familiar with as of late. After a full and 
long life, a wise, pious man dies and goes to heaven. There he is 
greeted and welcomed. But like so many of the truly pious, he 
never expected to be allowed to enter heaven, for even though he 
has led a righteous life, he has been a very humble man.

Just as he is about to enter heaven, he is asked if he has any 
requests. He ponders the question for a while and finally speaks. 
“There is one thing I would like to know,” he says, “is what hell is 
like. Heaven means nothing to me without something to com-
pare it to.”

The pious man is quickly ushered into hell. As he enters, he 
immediately sees a great banquet hall. In the hall is a wonder-
ful table laden with the most glorious foods and beverages. The 
mouth-watering aromas are overwhelming. The pious man is so 
focused on the beauty of the place and the expanse of the great 
feast that a moment passes before he notices the people. He looks 
around and sees that everyone sitting at the table is wasting away, 
starving; everyone is in agony. All of that food lies in front of 
them, yet they do not eat. He then notices that in place of fore-
arms and hands are long wooden spoons, attached to their arms 
above the elbow. So while the people can reach for the food, they 
cannot bring it to their mouths to feed themselves. All of that 
wonderful food and drink lies in front of them, yet there they sit, 
starving and wasting away.

The pious man realizes that this is indeed hell, and he indicates 
that he is ready to go back up to heaven.

Upon returning to heaven, the man is ushered into a banquet hall. 
It is the same banquet hall as the one he has seen in hell. The same 
table is laden with the same attractive food and drink, accompa-
nied by the same mouth-watering aromas. But this time the pious 
man sees that on both sides of the table are people who are satis-
fied, people who are happy, people who are smiling and well fed. 
He looks carefully and notices that they, too, have long wooden 
spoons attached to their arms above the elbow. And they, too, can 

reach out for the food yet cannot feed themselves. But instead of 
going hungry, each person has chosen to feed the person who is 
sitting next to or across the table from him or her. In this manner, 
everyone gets fed because everyone is helping one another. This, 
then, the pious man realizes, is truly heaven.

All of the work that CBT does as a community is so inspiring 
– especially when it comes to food! I’ve learned about our great 
relationship with JFS and our High Holy Day food drive. I look 
forward to our booth at the Jewish Culture Festival on September 
10th, in which we will be encouraging others to join us in pur-
chasing and donating food to those in need during the holiday 
season. Stay tuned for more information about this fantastic event!

Thank you again for a wonderful summer, and Jon and I are 
looking forward to many fantastic years ahead with our new 
CBT family.

Educating our Future
This year marks the third year in which we have offered atten-
dance at the ARJE Accredited Weiner Religious School as a ben-
efit of membership. You will recall the Board of Trustees voted 
to make this change, and we created the Educating our Future 
fundraising campaign to fill the budget gap of $53,000/year for 
the first 3 years. Here we are in year 3, and our members with 
children love this new feature, and enrollment has risen by 25%.

Thanks to a generous Challenge Grant, and generous donors 
who pledged to meet the grant, we are 53% toward our goal, 
having commitments totalling $28,000! Thank you to those you 
already pledged to step up to the plate, and even more, to those 
who have already sent in their donation.

In the next few weeks, we will launch the campaign for this 
school year. Please join us in supporting Jewish education for 
our children, as we welcome Rabbi Monica Kleinman as our 
Director of Lifelong Learning.

Storah Troupe Returns
Our next Storah Telling event will be on Friday evening, Novem-
ber 17th, and we will be telling the story of Parashat Toledot.

Please join us for the writing and/or the performing of this jam 
packed Parashat full of deceit, hairy arms, red lentils, blessings 
and familial dysfunction.

Writing workshops will begin on Sunday, September 24th 
from 12:30 p.m. to 2:00 p.m. in the Bride’s room. Rehearsals 
begin on Sunday, October 15th from 12:30 p.m. to 2:00 p.m. 
in the Sanctuary.

For this presentation, we would like to incorporate our new 
audio visual upgrades in our sanctuary. If you have some com-
puter graphic skills you would like to share, or if you have any 
questions about Storah Troupe or would like to be involved at 
any level, contact Richard Bellotti.

mailto:richard.bellotti%40gmail.com?subject=Storah%20Troupe


www.beth-torah.org | 7

GAME DAY STATS:
• Pancakes served from 8:15 a.m. to 9:15 a.m.

*Breakfast includes gluten-free pancakes, toppings 
for your hot cakes, fruit and co�ee.

• Family Worship begins at 9:30 a.m.

SPECTATOR PARTICIPATION:
• Tzedakah donations will go to JFS Food Pantry.
• Please consider bringing food items to

donate as well.

Join us on Sunday, September 10th
for a back-to-school pancake breakfast*

Congregation Beth Torah’s Weiner Religious School
ALL STAR line-up will be flipping pancakes!

 TEAM: Congregation Beth Torah

 # PLAYER POSITION

 77 Rabbi Javier Cattapan Senior Rabbi

 42 Rabbi Monica Kleinman Director of Lifelong Learning

 13 Emily Tummons Music Director

 73 Tess Gerson BTTY President

BASEBALL LINEUP CARD
TEAM: Congregation Beth Torah

BRING A FRIEND: 
This is a great opportunity to show o� the spirit 
and friendliness of our community and see sta� 
members up close and personal. If you know 
someone who might have an interest in joining 
our congregation or sending kids to our school 
(no membership required), please invite them to 
join us at this special event. Prospects who hav-
en’t previously experienced our high holy day 
services are eligible for free tickets to these 
services, which at that time will be right around 
the corner. Let the o�ce know if you’re bringing 
someone, so we can ensure a proper welcome.
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During the months of June and July, 
the BTTY Board did not get to see 
each other that much because we have 
all been crazy busy! It makes me happy 
to get to share with you all what our 
board has been up to over the sum-
mer months. Many of us have had 
the opportunity to travel to different 

states and go to camps to see our old friends. Doing all of these 
activities, including just hanging out with friends in Kansas, has 
made our summer a pretty great one!

At the end of July, we were all able to meet up together to plan 
out our calendar for the first half of the year. At our board 
retreat, not only did we get a lot of work done, but we were also 
able to have some fun! We planned one activity per month that, 
at least in my opinion, are going to be some of our best events 
yet. Our new RCVP, Religious and Cultural Vice President, 
Sam Fine led us in a nice, outdoor havdalah service, and I can 
not wait for him to come up with more new ways to lead us 
in religious services. By the end of the night, I knew we had 
accomplished a lot and was even more excited for the upcoming 
year!

Last but not least, all of our BTTY Board meetings are open to 
any 9th to 12th graders out there who are interested in hearing 
the inside scoop about what we are planning. If you are one of 
the students who would like to attend, please email me so that 
we can order enough food, usually pizza, for everyone!

Tess Gerson, BTTY President

Youth News

Congregation Beth Torah
and the Sader/Shimkin Library

invite you to read!

Please Donate Your Used 
Prescription Eyeglasses, Readers 

and Sunglasses 
Over the High Holidays

Shalom! My name is David Rope. I am a sophomore at 
Shawnee Mission South, a member of the 2018 CBT 
Confirmation Class and a Life Scout. I am a member of 
Troop 387, which is sponsored by the Rolling Hills Pres-
byterian Church, at 94th and Nall. My Eagle Project is to 
collect any prescription eyeglasses, sunglasses and reading 
glasses that you are no longer using, so that they can be 
distributed to people in need of glasses in areas of Latin 
America, India and Africa. I am working with Lions Club 
of Overland Park for the distribution of the glasses.

Here is how you can help—when you arrive at Beth 
Torah on Rosh Hashanah and any other time over the 
High Holidays, you will see a clearly marked box in the 
ulam. Place your used 
and no-longer-needed 
eyeglasses, readers 
and sunglasses in the 
collection box, which 
will remain in place 
until a day or two after 
Yom Kippur. If you miss 
donating during the 
High Holidays, email me 
and I will arrange to pick 
them up. Thank you for 
your help!

L’Shanah Tovah!

JYG Summer Shindig
On August 20th, 2017 all 6th, 7th and 8th graders are 
invited to join our JYG “Summer Shindig” program. 
Come out for a summer celebration full of the games you 
enjoyed at summer camp! Everyone will meet at Beth 
Torah at 2:00 p.m. for games like Gaga, Nine Square in 
the Air, just to name a few. We will finish the afternoon 
off with a game of Water Balloon Capture the Flag and 
Popsicles. Make sure to bring a swim suit and towel. Pick 
up will be at Beth Torah at 4:30 p.m. Please RSVP to the 
advisor, Zachary Zwibelman.

Stop in our library and visit our new Little Free Jewish Book 
Store. We have added two, clearly marked wooden book shelves 
stocked with YOUR donations. Stop by and take a book that 
someone else donated. It’s yours. You don’t have to bring it 
back. Have a Jewish-themed book to donate? As long as there 
is room on those shelves, leave a book. Someone else may want 
to read it. If you enjoy one of the books you read from our new 
Little free Jewish Book Store, why not leave a review on our 
Facebook page? Happy reading.

mailto:tessgerson2000%40gmail.com?subject=BTTY
mailto:cjr%40kc.surewest.net?subject=Glasses%20Donation
mailto:zzwibelman%40gmail.com?subject=JYG%20Summer%20Shindig
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Emily Tummons, Music Director
emily@beth-torah.orgMusic Program

“When we sing the words of 
prayer, and the song resonates with 
great clarity and purity, we dress the 
Shechinah with luminous clothing.”  
– adapted from Rabbi Nachman of Bratslav

Erev Rosh Hashanah Chorus
Just like last year, our Men’s Group, Women’s Group, and Adult 
Choir are all joining forces to help lead us in prayer and song 
this coming Erev Rosh Hashanah. Here is a photo of many 
of the singers right after a rehearsal last month. Front row, left 
to right: Andrea Zwibelman, Carol Ducak, Louise Hipsh, Henri 
Goettel, Sarah Derks, Doug Greenwald, Mike Fine, Jim Reicher, 
Carmen Dieker, Nanette Kraus. Middle row, left to right: Bar-
bara Gustin, Gail Altman, Kathy Coenen, Liz Willen, Jill Fine, 
Elizabeth Reicher, Ellen Taylor, Emily Tummons. Back row, left to 
right: Warren Sickel, Fred Gustin, Tim Intfen, Todd Davisson, Stan 
Osman, Scott Franklin, Susan Berkowitz, SueAnn Strom.

Our gratitude goes out to this great group, plus a dozen other 
singers who are not pictured, for all of their hard work so far 
this season. You are an inspiration!

Below are the remaining rehearsal dates this season, all 
Wednesday evenings: 

Women’s Group / Men’s Group: 8/2, 8/23, 9/13, 9/27

Adult Choir*: 8/2, 8/9, 8/23, 8/30, 9/13, 9/27

*The Adult Choir carries forward its exact same role this HHDs as 
last HHDs, in helping to lead three major High Holy Day services 
(Erev Rosh Hashanah, Kol Nidre Late Service, and N’ilah), along 
with the Elul Sermon-in-Song and Selichot.

Friday Evening Leadership Teams in August
Here are our bimah teams for each Friday evening in the month 
of August:

August 4th: Jim Kaplan, Carmen Dieker, Tim Intfen, Emily 
Tummons

August 11th: Rabbi Javier Cattapan, Randy Deutch, Carmen 
Dieker, Tim Intfen, Emily Tummons (Installation of Rabbi 
Monica Kleinman, Director of Lifelong Learning)

August 18th: Lezlie Zucker, Bryce Megdal (Artist-in-Residence)

August 25th: Rabbi Javier Cattapan, Randy Deutch, Carmen 
Dieker, Tim Intfen, Emily Tummons, Lezlie Zucker (Elul 
Sermon-in-Song)

Artist-in-Residence: Bryce Emily Megdal
Beth Torah will welcome cantorial student Bryce Emily Megdal 
the weekend of August 18th and 19th as Artist-in-Residence. 
On Friday evening she’ll co-lead our services with Lezlie Zucker, 
followed by a concert where Bryce will share her original Jewish 
music. The next morning, the services will again be led by Bryce 
and Lezlie at 10:30 a.m.

Bryce is a rising singer-songwriter in the LA Jewish music scene, 
and her visit will be a blessing for our congregation. To learn 
more about Bryce, visit her website.

Day of Discovery
On Sunday, August 27th, Carmen Dieker and I will be teaching 
a workshop on Contemplative Judaism, exploring its history 
and practices. This will take place at the JCC at 1:30pm. We’d 
love to have you join us.

Here is our brief workshop description: We read in Pirkei Avot, 
“I grew up among the sages. All my life I listened to their words. Yet 
I have found nothing better than silence.” Join us on an interactive, 
experiential journey through the history and practices of contemplative 
Judaism. We’ll study Talmud, sit in silence, and sing.

Contemplation Night, with Havdalah
Thank you to everyone who attended our last Contemplation 
Night on July 16th. Our next one will be Saturday evening, 
August 12th, 7:45 p.m. – 8:45 p.m.

At this Contemplation Night, the start of the month of Elul 
will be just around the corner. Here is one of the texts we’ll read 
together on August 12th, from Mishkan HaLev, as we begin to 
prepare for the coming Days of Awe: 

Before we slip too quickly into the Season of the Soul— 
let there be a Sabbath of Sabbaths for the heart.

Before the music of Creation’s majesty—let there be a silent 
praise of existence.

Before the feast of sanctified words— 
let there be a poetry of solitude.

Before we enter the palaces of prayer— 
let us find within ourselves a place of calm.

Before we revel in the wondrous and the sublime— 
let there be an honest, inward gaze.

Before the rites and ceremonies of Awe— 
let there be quieter days, 
an island of attentiveness.

Contemplation Nights are evenings of meditation in our 
sanctuary, when we sing, read, breathe, continued on page 10

http://brycemegdal.com


www.beth-torah.org | 10

remember loved ones we have lost, 
pray for healing, sit together in silence, 
and listen to instrumental meditations. 
Normally we try to enter in silence and 
depart in silence, protecting each other’s 
solitude. This night, August 12th, will be 
a little bit different, because at the end 
of the normal program, participants will 
be invited either to make their way out 
at some point during the last long piano 
meditation, like we normally do, or stay 
afterward and join the group in the Well, 
in a circle, to make havdalah together. 
We’ll close out the night with the holy act 
of drawing distinctions.

Stay and Play is canceled 
for the summer. 

It will resume in September.

CBT Blood Drive
Please be sure to 

mark your calendar 
for our next Blood Drive 

on Wednesday, August 9th, 
2:30 p.m. – 6:30 p.m.

Schedule your donation 
online today 

 (click on “find a drive” and 
sponsor code “bethtorah”), 

or call Scott Franklin at 
913-645-1036, or email him.
There is a very large blood 

shortage in the Kansas City 
area. YOUR donation is a 

mitzvah!

Established on Wall Street in 1989, Sterneck Capital Management, 
LLC (“SCM”) is based in Kansas City and serves a national client 
base. We offer our clients tailored investment opportunities, financial 
planning, financial risk management and wealth accumulation services. 
As a Registered Investment Advisor our fiduciary responsibilities and 
values are underscored by our commitment to put our clients and their 
interests before our own. 
Our core service is the investment and management of funds 
primarily separately managed accounts for high net worth individuals, 
executives, business owners and multi-generational family entities 
and foundations. The Firm’s hallmarks are customized and successful 
investment strategies. Our niche of non-correlated alternatives 
supplement traditional fixed-income options and are paired with 
equity securities weighted appropriately based on the clients’ goals, 
risk tolerance and time horizon.

Account Services
• Design and implement 

custom portfolio solutions
• 401(k) advisory services to 

Plan Sponsors
• Investment education
• Private equity placement
• Interface with 

accountants, estate 
planners and other 
professionals

• Financial Planning

Account Types
• Individual Accounts
• Trust Accounts
• Traditional/Roth IRA
• 401(k) Rollovers
• Foundations / Donor- 

Advised Foundations
• Custodial Accounts
• 529s / Coverdells

“Sterneck Capital Management and CBT share many core values. As a 
result, it is a pleasure to be the title sponsor of this year’s tournament 
with the purpose of further enhancing CBT’s ability to serve and give to 
those in need throughout Greater Kansas City.”

~ Frank Sterneck, Co-Founder & Chief Investment Officer

Core Values
• Integrity
• Client-Centric Stewardship
• Excellence
• Teamwork

Contact Us
4510 Belleview Avenue
Suite 204
Kansas City, MO 64111
Office: 816-531-2254

Visit www.sterneckcapital.com

Community-wide Course: 
Judaism for Conversion 
Candidates Begins in Fall 

The Rabbinical Association of Great-
er Kansas City will once again offer a 
community-wide course, “Judaism for 
Conversion Candidates” beginning 
August 24th. The year-long course will 
be taught on a rotating basis by rabbis 
from the Reform, Conservative and 
Orthodox movements and is intended 
to acquaint those considering conversion 
to Judaism with what it means to live 
Jewishly. Each student will be required to 
secure a congregational rabbinic sponsor 
by November 1and meet the conversion 
requirements developed by their rabbinic 
sponsor.

Classes will take place on Thursday 
evenings from 7:00 p.m.– 9:00 p.m. 
and the location will rotate among the 
synagogues. An orientation session is 
scheduled for August 17, 7:15 p.m. – 
8:30 at the Jewish Community Campus. 
The fee for the course is $250 per person 
and includes course textbooks. For 
additional information or to register for 
this course, visit kcrabbis.org or contact 
Annette Fish, Rabbinical Association 
Administrator/Program Director, by 
email or 913-327-4622. Funding for this 
program is generously provided by the 
Menorah Heritage Foundation.

continued from page 9 Congregations 
Help Feed the Hungry 

Over the Summer
Jewish Family Services, in partnership 
with the Rabbinical Association of 
Greater Kansas City, has teamed up with 
area congregations in response to the 
ever-growing need for food assistance in 
Kansas City.  Our congregation has been 
asked to collect donations  of granola, 
fiber, snack bars and toilet paper during 
June, July and August. These items will be 
stocked in the JFS Food pantry and will 
provide food for more than 200 house-
holds in our community. 

Please drop off your food donations in 
the specially labeled collection barrels 
found in the breezeway of our building 
through the summer.  

If you would like information regarding 
the JFS Food Pantry, or would like to 
become a JFS Food Pantry recipient, 
volunteer, or donor, please contact Jo 
Hickey, Director, Food Pantry/Commu-
nity Projects, Jewish Family Services.

https://goo.gl/8Qk5MV
mailto:sfranklin8%40att.net?subject=Blood%20Drive
mailto:afprogram%40aol.com?subject=
mailto:jhickey%40jfskc.org?subject=JFS%20Food%20Pantry
mailto:jhickey%40jfskc.org?subject=JFS%20Food%20Pantry
http://www.sterneckcapital.com
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• TRIBUTES •

Beth Torah General Fund
In Memory Of:

Edith Markowitz Lou & Tricia Wade
Julia Gewertz Henri Goettel
Jerry Koenig Barb Warady
Isadore & Lilian Katz Barry & Linda Katz
Sidney Parkans Edis Parkans

In Appreciation Of:
Shabbat morning class Henri Goettel

Rabbi Cattapan Discretionary Fund
Sid Willens

In Memory Of:
Anita Waxman Joe Waxman
Maxine Stark Howard & Rita Stark
Sister, Maxine Stark Bobbie & Joe Levy
Sister, Linda Sobol Susan Crane
Sister, Peggy Cunningham Ron & Jo Ann Ginson
Daughter, Lori Ginson Ron & Jo Ann Ginson
Mother, Claire Levitt Harry Levitt
Harvey Flacks Karen Agron Flattery 
Daniel Elyachar  Stephanie & Adam Elyachar

In Honor Of:
60th Anniversary of  
      Alice & Tom Lewinsohn Bill & Charlotte Kessler
Rabbi Cattapan Florida Zaslavskaya 
Tori Bass’ Bat Mitzvah The Bass Family

Rabbi Levin Discretionary Fund
In Memory Of:

Anita Waxman Joe Waxman

Music and Choir Fund
In Memory Of:

Harold Brugman Vicki L. Herman
Sidney Parkans Edis Parkans

In Appreciation Of:
Emily Tummons and Shabbat Worship  
      Music Leaders Estelle Edelbaum
Beautiful Contemplation Night Marie Difilippo

In Honor Of:
Tori Bass’ Bat Mitzvah The Bass Family

Hunger Fund
In Memory Of:

Michael Waxman Susan & Joel Waxman

CBT Fund For Families In Need
In Memory Of:

Estelle Muller Fran & Whitey Kuhn
Mother, Sylvia Sue Carter Barbara Gutierrez
Mother-in-law, Maria Cruz Gutierrez Barbara Gutierrez
Jennifer Beth Kay Estelle Edelbaum

Kenneth Bram Alan Bram
Lanny Solomon Nancy Solomon

In Appreciation Of:
Ulises Trujillo Estelle Edelbaum

Joel H. Winston Social Justice Fund
In Memory Of:

Richard Ingersoll Esther Markus
Jerry Koenig Nini & Skip Rosenstock 

Educating Our Future Fund
 The Morgenstern Family Donor Advised Fund

In Honor Of:
Rabbi Monica Kleinman’s starting at CBT  
      as Director of Lifelong Learning Heidi Kramer
Marcia Rittmaster’s continued amazing service  
      to our religious school Emma Kershenbaum 
The Recovery of Marcia Rittmaster Jeff & Sharon Altman

Youth Activities Fund
In Memory Of:

Morris Kapel Paul Chapman

Camp Scholarship  Fund
In Appreciation Of:

Rabbi Cattapan Estelle Edelbaum
In Memory Of:

Catherine J. O’Brien Maureen & Sandy Salz
In Honor Of:

The Recovery of Marcia Rittmaster Boyd & Laura Bolter
  

If yes, SAVE THE DATE!

Dessert, Drinks & Donors 
=  

A FUN Thank You Event!
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 7TH

7:30pm at Rabbi Cattapan’s home
Look for E-vite in your email inbox.

Want to be in the Circles of Commitment?
Pledge or pay $2,750 or greater annually for 

membership dues and/or the 
Membership Assistance Fund and be included in future 

Thank You Donor events!

Are YOU
in the
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What celebrations do you have coming up at Beth Torah? Spread Your Joy!
• Sponsor a breakfast or some fancy, shmancy creamers for our Sunday morning breakfasts.

• Purchase a leaf on our Tree of Life in the ulam. 
• Sponsor a nosh for an Erev Shabbat Friday night worship.

August Shabbat Sponsorship:
August 11th:  

Nosh sponsored by Gail Goldstein in honor of the wedding of her daughter, 
Mindy Goldstein to Tonji Hayungs.

14th Annual
Remembrance Walk

 Sponsored by SASS-MoKan
(Suicide Awareness Survivor Support)

Sunday, September 10th 
Loose Park • 51st and Wornall

Registration at 8:00 a.m. | Walk at 9:00 a.m.
The walk is for anyone who has dealt with a loss from 

suicide, homicide, or other traumatic loss.
Registration is $25 in advance 

on the website at 
or $30 the day of the event.

The walk includes a t-shirt and other items.
Included in the event is a name remembrance, 

dove release, song, and flowers.
All proceeds donated go for suicide awareness, 

education, prevention, and survivor support.

If you have questions, 
please email 

mickswade@gmail.com 
or bonswade@gmail.com.

Beth Torah members 
supporting one another through 

life’s health care challenges
To make a referral 

or to volunteer, 
contact Beth Torah at 

 913-498-2212 or email 
caringconnectionteam@beth-torah.org

High Holy Days
 

Happy New Year  •  kabv yucv  
Get Ready to Welcome 5778

Look for your
High Holy Day
packet soon.
Here are just some
of what’s new to look for:
   New Prayer Books
   Some Different Worship Times
   Some Different Worship Spaces

So, what’s nu with you?

http://www.sass-mokan.com/Sass-walk
mailto:mickswade%40gmail.com?subject=Rememberance%20Walk
mailto:bonswade%40gmail.com?subject=Rememberance%20Walk
mailto:caringconnectionteam%40beth-torah.org?subject=Caring%20Connection%20Team
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• COMMUNITY NEWS •

Day of Discovery to Kick Off Year of Jewish Learning
Mark your calendar for an exciting, upcoming community 
program: Day of Discovery–Explore the Joy of Jewish Learning in 
Kansas City. This event will be held from 8:45 a.m. – 3:15 p.m., at 
the Jewish Community Campus on Sunday, August 27th. 

Participants will have an opportunity to learn, study, and 
discover some of the community’s finest Jewish educators, 
rabbis, and cantors, who will lead sessions on a wide range of 
topics. Thirty-four classes will be offered throughout the day 
along with a “lunch and learn” panel discussion addressing the 
issue of “separation of church and state.” 

Registration and a continental breakfast take place from 8:45 a.m. 
– 9:30 a.m., study sessions begin at 9:30 and lunch will be served 
from 12:15 p.m. – 1:25 p.m. A dessert reception with door prizes 
will conclude the day. An interactive family program featuring the 
well-known Theater of the Imagination will take place from 9:00 
a.m. – 10:50 a.m. in the White Theater.

Brochures and registration forms will be mailed in July. A listing 
of classes and information related to the day can be found 
the end of July at: kcrabbis.org. Space is limited and advance 
registration is required. Class and lunch payments must be 
received in advance; after the deadline registration of August 21st 
fees increase and enrollment is open on a space-available basis.

The cost to participate in Day of Discovery is $20 per person, 
which includes classes, continental breakfast, a kosher box lunch 
and a dessert reception. Childcare is available for children 3 
months to 8 years with advance reservations. Participants are 
asked to bring non-perishable food items for the Jewish Family 
Services Food Pantry High Holy Day food drive.

For more information, visit kcrabbis.org or contact Annette 
Fish, Administrator/Program Director, Rabbinical Association 
of Greater Kansas City, by email or call 913-327-4622.

Day of Discovery Adds Community Family Education
Program for all Area Religious Schools

New this year, a youth component has been added to the 
community Day of Discovery–Explore the Joy of Jewish Learning 
on Sunday, August 27th. Community Religious School 
Directors and the Rabbinical Association of Greater Kansas City 
have planned an informal and interactive collaborative family 
program for Kindergarten-6th grade students and their parents 
from 9:00-10:50 a.m. in the White Theater at the Jewish 
Community Campus. The family education program will be 
held in lieu of regular Sunday morning religious school classes 
in each congregation.

The program will begin with a brief ‘camp style’ tefillah service 
and will be followed by the dynamic local theater group Theater 
of the Imagination led by “Mr. Miles” who will engage the 

audience in a fun-filled morning filled with drama, storytelling 
and Jewish game challenges. A musical sing-a-long will be led 
by our talented Jewish musical professionals! The audience will 
participate in a lively performance, creating original dramatic 
scenes and skits based on Jewish themes! 

There is no charge to participate in the family program. One 
parent/guardian from each family must be present!

Parents are encouraged to remain after the family program and 
attend some of the educational sessions offered at the annual 
Day of Discovery. This is an opportunity for adults to learn, 
study, and discover some of the community’s finest Jewish 
educators, rabbis, and cantors, who will lead over 30 sessions 
throughout the day on a wide range of topics. Registration for 
the event will begin in early August. A listing of classes and 
registration information/fees related to the day can be found 
the end of July at: kcrabbis.org. Space is limited and advance 
registration is required. The day runs until 3:15 p.m. and lunch 
and dessert reception are included. Childcare is available with 
reservations made prior to the event. 

http://www.kcrabbis.org
http://kcrabbis.org
mailto:afprogram%40aol.com?subject=
http://kcrabbis.org
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